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Why I Love the Lord’s Church
Part 2

By Brian Schulz

The significance of the day of Pentecost cannot be overstated. Christians today cannot and should not 
underestimate the magnitude of Pentecost. As we recognize the importance of the life, death, burial, and 
resurrection of our Lord, we likewise should recognize the birth of His church. Jesus would never have 

come to this earth if He didn’t intend on establishing His church. Christmas, Resurrection Sunday, and Pentecost 
all go together. Jesus came to create a Kingdom of saved believers who would reside 

in a new and amazing institution called the church!
Last month we began our investigation into why we should love the Lord’s 

church and discovered three wonderful reasons:
	● The Church is a People of Love, Fellowship, and Community
	● The Church is a People of Forgiveness and Healing
	● The Church is a People of the Truth

This month, we continue our exploration of the reasons why I 
love the Lord’s church!

The Lord’s Church IS the Lord’s Church
The wording of this reason is admittedly redundant, but, in this 

case, redundancy is necessary. In the Restoration Movement, the 
reality and understanding that the Lord’s church IS the Lord’s 
church has been and needs to continue to be a central doctrine. 

We have an example, a blueprint, and an ultimate authority!
Denver Sizemore says this, “The church is not a human structure like a political or 

social institution. It is a divine organism. It has a divine founder and a divine head.” Since 
this statement is true, we don’t have to wonder: What do we do? How are we supposed to set 

this thing up? When are we supposed to meet? Why do we exist? What is our collective purpose? 
How do we keep this thing going? Who’s in charge?

continued on page 20
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John R. Mitchell

This past June, I worked what 
has become my regular week 
at the GAP Youth Preaching 

Camp, held each year at beautiful Camp 
Wakatomika located in central Ohio. 
The GAP Youth Preaching Camp was 
the vision and initiative of Kevin Yea-
ger, an outstanding preacher familiar to 
many of our readers. I had the immense 

privilege to team with Kevin in June of 2007 to start this 
camp and the preaching camp has continued, except for 
2008, each year since.

At the camp I teach hermeneutics — the mechanics of 
how to properly interpret God’s Word. I confess that back 
in the fall of 2006 when Kevin first asked me to teach this, 
I thought his idea was crazy. My thinking was that it wasn’t 
possible for young men to be interested in such a topic. I 
will admit that Kevin was right, and I was wrong.

These young men understand what is at stake when one 
publicly proclaims God’s Word and thus, they want to know 
how to rightly divide the Word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 
We cover the grammar behind such verses as Mark 16:16 
and Acts 22:16 to show that, yes, baptism really is for the 
forgiveness of sins. We discuss in detail the context of Ga-
latians 3:28 showing that this verse has nothing to do with 
leadership roles in the church, but rather deals with who is 
a son of God and thus an heir of God through Christ. As 
we examine passages from both the Old and New Testa-
ments, the campers are introduced to the mechanics of how 
to properly interpret the Bible.

I absolutely love working at this camp and this year’s 
edition was one of our best. We had thirteen outstanding 
young men as campers — each eager to learn, grow, and 
preach the word of God. Between the campers and the staff, 
the week was one of great encouragement — here are some 
highlights.

Potential Preachers. As I travel, I speak to many who are 
concerned about the lack of preachers in our churches. It is 
not just the need for a man to fill the pulpit so to speak, but 
the need for men who are doctrinally sound, preach baptism 
for the remission of sins, understand biblical church polity, 
and are committed to the many facets of located ministry. 
People sense the need for men who are all in for New Tes-
tament Christianity and are willing to take that message to a 
lost and dying world.

The GAP Youth Preaching Camp is one place where 
young men are being prepared for the work of preaching. 
Each year on Friday morning, as we wrap up the week, 
Dean Jackson (director of the camp) asks from the campers 
a show of hands of who is planning on, or at least interested 
in, entering a full-time preaching ministry. This year, seven 
of the young men raised their hands! Over the years, several 
of our campers have entered the preaching ministry and this 
year shows the potential for even more.

From where will the next generation of preachers come? 
We may not know exactly, but one thing is certain, the Lord 
will raise up the men He needs. He always has; He always 
will. At the GAP Youth Preaching Camp, we are laboring to 
do what we can to encourage and prepare the next genera-
tion to preach the Word.

Profundity. This year, Dean did something brilliant. He 
scheduled Paul Ponchot, one of the staff, to speak at all 
the campfire sessions. Paul did an amazing job developing 
Luke 2:41-52. One nugget Paul emphasized from this pas-
sage was the necessity of wisdom. He then provided the best 
definition of wisdom I have ever heard — “right knowledge 
from the right source resulting in right conduct.” I told Paul 
I was going to steal it, use it, and pass it on to our readers.

Promise. Jeff Tucker, another member of the staff, 
preached one evening at vespers. He preached a thoughtful 
and encouraging message from Daniel 9. Jeff pointed out 
that although Daniel was living in a foreign land, nothing 
could keep him from going to and gaining access to his God.

Sadly, our country is drifting further and further away 
from its Judeo-Christian roots. As a result, we find our-
selves, for all practical purposes, living in a foreign land. 
Jeff noted, however, nothing can keep us from our God. The 
Lord promised, “lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age” (Matthew 28:20 NKJV). Hebrews 4:16 exhorts us 
to “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (NKJV). We 
find another wonderful promise in Hebrews 13:5-6, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you. So, we may boldly say: 
‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to 
me?’” (NKJV). As Jeff pointed out, what an encouraging 
thought that nothing and no one can keep us from our God.

This preaching camp is open to young men between 
the ages of 13 and 19. For additional information visit the 
GAP Youth Preaching Camp Facebook page, contact Dean 
Jackson at preacher4mrcc@gmail.com, or visit the Camp 
Wakatomika website at www.wakatomika.com.� ~RH
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The Great Purpose of the Church
Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus 

who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could 
not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a 

sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, 
He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-
day I must stay at your house.” So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.

But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a 
man who is a sinner.” Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give 

half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false ac-
cusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to 

seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:1–10 NKJV, emphasis added)

The purpose of the church is to 
carry the message of Christ to 
a lost and dying world. It is our 

mission to see that all the world hears 
the Good News that Jesus saves. My 
personal belief is that everything the 
church does should be directed at bring-
ing the lost to Christ. If we, the church 
of Christ, aren’t doing all we can to 

reach the lost, then who will?

It is not the job of the Trail Life, American Heritage 
Girls, Little League Baseball, or the Lions Club — as good 
as these organizations may be — to lead the world to Christ. 
That mission was given to the church. In case you forget, 
that’s you and me.

In Romans  10:1 Paul said, “Brethren, my heart’s de-
sire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved” 
(NKJV). It should be the desire of each Christian to see the 
world won to Christ.

In Romans 10, Paul presents the need of reaching the 
world for Christ. He says, “For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation” (verse 10 NKJV). Therefore, we need to 
get this message to the world so they can hear the story of 
Christ. Paul then follows this up with four questions that 
need to be answered.

For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall 
be saved. How then shall they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed? And how shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel 
of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” 
(Romans 10:13–15 NKJV)

How can they call on Jesus 
if they don’t believe?

Paul clearly teaches that calling on Christ is connected 
to salvation. Similarly, in Acts 22:16, Ananias says to Saul, 
“And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and 
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (KJV). 
Saul was told that he needed to be baptized to wash away 
his sins, coupled with calling on the name of the Lord. My 
belief is that when we are baptized in Christ, we are calling 
on the name of the Lord to do what He has promised to do 
in baptism, namely save us. How can men and women call 
on Jesus if they don’t believe in Him?

How can they believe if 
they haven’t heard?

There are many people in the world that do not believe in 
our Savior because they have never heard of Christ. That is 
why, as the church, we need to be moving every obstacle to 
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make sure the message of Christ is preached. Many in the 
United States have not heard the gospel message or they 
haven’t heard it told properly as it’s taught in the New Tes-
tament. We should be asking, “What are we doing to get this 
message to a world, a nation, a community, a person who 
needs to hear about salvation in Christ?”

How can they hear 
without a preacher?

Someone must go and proclaim the good news. This is 
why every congregation needs to be supporting missions, 
helping those who are willing to go and preach the gospel 
to every creature. This is why we need colleges who are 
properly preparing missionaries to go into all the world. Far 
too many congregations and Bible colleges have lost sight 
of their mission. Our mission isn’t that complicated. It is 
to take the message of Jesus to the world. It is to not only 
prepare preachers and missionaries but to become a mes-
senger of the good news ourselves. Every Christian should 
be taking the gospel to their little corner of the world. Who 
have you told about Jesus recently? Who do you plan on 
talking to about Christ before the month is over? What kind 
of missionary are you?

It is interesting that nowhere in the New Testament are 
we told to pray for the lost. We are, however, encouraged to 
pray that God will send people to “work” the fields that are 
white to harvest (Matthew 9:38). While you are praying for 
the Lord to send people into the harvest, remember you are 
a part of that team too.

How can they preach 
if they are not sent?

We covered this earlier in the article, but it bears repeat-
ing. We need to be involved in sending out men and women 
who are willing to go.

The task before the church is simple to state: “Win the 
lost.” It is much harder to do. That doesn’t mean we just 
throw up our hands and quit. That means we need to get 
busy. So, let’s get busy.

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe 
will be condemned.” (Mark 16:15–16 NKJV)�~RH

Tony Sullivan is the Evangelist with the Lester Road Christian Church 
in Fairburn, GA. He can be reached by email: Tonycra@att.net.
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Pascal’s Wager: 
A Fool’s Gamble or a Wise Choice?

Part 2

Last month, in part one of this column, we explained the basics of Pascal’s wager: its purposes, its 
underlying epistemology, its logic, and its limitations. In part two, we will examine some objec-
tions to the wager and point to some additional evidence in support of it.

Recall we previously cited Michael Rota’s summary of the wager: “It is rational to seek a relationship with God and live 
a deeply Christian life because there is very much to gain [if God exists] and relatively little to lose [if God does not].”1 In 
diagrammatic form, the wager looks like this:

And God exists, you get And God doesn’t exist, you get

If you believe in God Eternal life Extinction

If you don’t believe in God Eternal death Extinction

Pascal’s point, intended for the skeptic, is simply that giving the Christian life a fair chance offers incredible rewards 
(eternal life) if true, but very few penalties (extinction—the same fate for both skeptic and believer) if false.

Critics have offered several objections to the wager, some more serious than others. Here are four of the most common 
criticisms:

The Moral Objection
This critique asserts that “religious devotion based on a calculation of costs and benefits seems self-centered and mer-

cenary, as morally repugnant as it is unworthy of God if He does exist.”2 Similarly, in part one, we quoted Peter Kreeft, 
saying, “If you believe in God only as a bet, that is certainly not a deep, mature, or adequate faith.”3 Consequently, critics 
of the wager—especially atheists but also some Christians—are quick to reject it as an exercise in “cowardly bet-hedging.”4

Nevertheless, there are good reasons why this objection fails to defeat the wager. First, as we discussed last month, Pas-
cal intended his wager for skeptics who despised religion. Pascal did not consider them, generally, to be open to advanced 
arguments from miracles, fulfilled prophecy, or the nature of Jesus’s life and person. Consequently, his argument was limited 
to evidence, from the senses and reason, which would appeal to a skeptic’s self-interest, because that’s where he would most 
likely be in his spiritual life.

Second, the next part of Kreeft’s statement gives us a clearer picture of how the wager is supposed to work: 
It is a start, it is enough to dam the tide of atheism. The Wager appeals not to a high ideal, like faith, hope, love, or 
proof, but to a low one: the instinct for self-preservation, the desire to be happy and not unhappy. But on that low 
natural level, it has tremendous force.5 
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When people begin to realize their own mortality, par-
ticularly as they get older, they are often much more open 
to considerations of what will become of them after death. 
Pascal’s wager is an attempt to open a spiritual dialogue 
with such individuals.

Third, acting in self-interest is not necessarily incompati-
ble with higher virtues. Pascal concluded his wager with the 
following challenge to the skeptic: “Now, what harm will 
befall you in taking this side? You will be faithful, honest, 
humble, grateful, generous, a sincere friend, truthful. Cer-
tainly you will not have those poisonous pleasures, glory 
and luxury; but will you not have others?”6 

Seeking happiness is not, of itself, morally objection-
able. What may be objectionable is the means we choose 
to achieve happiness, such as lying, cheating, or stealing. 
Surely, seeking God through actions such as worship, 
prayer, and Bible study, which contribute to the seeker’s hu-
mility, gratitude, and generosity, should not be considered a 
self-centered means to happiness.

The Biblical Objection
If the wager’s appeal to self-interest were truly repug-

nant to God, we should expect to find evidence in the Bi-
ble of God’s disapproval of such “cowardly bet-hedging.” 
It is certainly true that the Scriptures encourage believers 
to, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”7 Notice that 
Paul does not deny Christians from having personal inter-
ests. He simply instructs them to also care about the inter-
ests of others.

At the same time, the Bible also urges the reader—
especially an unbeliever—to act in his own best interest, 
spiritually speaking. For example, at the conclusion of 
Peter’s sermon on Pentecost, Peter exhorted the crowd to 
“Be saved from this perverse generation!” (Acts 2:40), an 
act of self-interest if ever there was one. 

Likewise, in one of His most controversial parables, Jesus 
told of “The Unrighteous Steward” (Luke 16:1-13). It is the 
account of a money manager who was fired by his wealthy 
master for squandering the master’s possessions. Realizing 
that he was facing financial ruin and homelessness, the stew-
ard quietly summoned his master’s debtors and, one by one, 
discounted their bills significantly, so that when he was “out 
on the street” they would welcome him into their homes. 
Rather than being angry, the master praised the steward for 
acting shrewdly! In fact, Jesus said, “The sons of this age 
are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons 
of light” (Luke 16:8).

Was Jesus praising the steward for his dishonesty? Hard-
ly. Mark Moore comments, “He (Jesus) is commending his 

(the steward’s) ability to use his present and temporary pow-
er and resources to make preparation for what was coming. 
We who are children of light should do no less. We must use 
our power, resources, and abilities to prepare for eternity.”8

Finally, we have Jesus’s promise that His followers will 
benefit from faithful kingdom service, both in this life and 
in the next: “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left 
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he 
will receive a hundred times as much now in the present 
age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to 
come, eternal life” (Mark 10:29, 30).

The promise of “present age” wealth probably points to 
the growth of the church and its concern for its members.9 
However, along with these blessings would come persecu-
tions, which were common, especially in the first three hun-
dred years of the church. Commenting on this passage, Rota 
says, “The sense of the text quoted seems to be that, even 
taking into account the tribulations, those who sacrifice for 
the sake of Jesus come out ahead in this world as well as in 
the next. So the mere fact that the wager draws our attention 
to benefits doesn’t make it unchristian.”10

The Evidential Objection
A third criticism of the wager is based on a supposed lack 

of objective evidence for any belief in God. This objection 
says it is impossible to form a meaningful belief without 
sufficient evidence, but that is exactly what Pascal’s wager 
expects the skeptic to do.

This understanding of the relation of evidence to beliefs 
had its origins in the Logical Positivism movement in the 
1930s. The movement borrowed its major ideas from a 
group of Austrian philosophers and other intellectuals called 
the “Vienna Circle.” Chief among these concepts was their 
verifiability principle of meaning. The idea was that for any 
proposition to be meaningful, it either had to be verifiable 
by sense experience, or it had to be true by definition (a 
tautology). Thus, the statement, “It’s raining outside,” can 
be verified by looking out the window, and the statement, 
“A circle is round,” is true by definition. So, both statements 
are meaningful.

On the other hand, the Logical Positivists concluded that 
statements concerning metaphysics, religion, ethics, and 
aesthetics, were neither empirically verifiable nor true by 
definition. Therefore, statements like “God exists,” “Mur-
der is wrong,” and “The Mona Lisa is beautiful,” are all 
meaningless!

By the 1970s, the positivist movement was defunct, but 
its spirit lives on in the views of many atheists in the Unit-
ed States and Great Britain, particularly when it comes to 
beliefs and evidence. For example, philosopher Julian Bag-
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gini asserts, “The atheist position is based on evidence and 
arguments to best explanation. The atheist believes in what 
she has good reason to believe in and doesn’t believe in 
supernatural entities that there are few reasons to believe 
in, none of them strong.”11 Similarly, atheist Christopher 
Hitchens offers his proposed “Hitchens’ Razor: What can 
be asserted without evidence can also be dismissed without 
evidence.”12

The common problem with both claims is their notion 
of evidence. Baggini asserts that the evidence for “super-
natural entities” is weak, while Hitchens says it is lacking 
entirely. The question is, what counts as evidence? As a nat-
uralist, Baggini does not believe that a person has a soul or 
any other non-physical element to his being. Consequently, 
he believes that the scientific evidence indicates that a per-
son ceases to exist at death. But what about evidence con-
trary to his view? Baggini considers just three possibilities: 
the testimony of mediums, reports of ghostly apparitions, 
and near-death experiences.13 Based on these three possibil-
ities, he concludes that there is no real evidence of life after 
death. Of course, Baggini ignores the historical evidence 
for the resurrection of Christ, the strongest case in support 
of the Christian position, not to mention other historical ev-
idence which supports the Christian world view.

Now, the critic will no doubt say, “This is all well and 
good, but the wager still expects us to believe in God with-
out any evidence.” Yet, Pascal says otherwise:

I [God] do not mean that you should submit your 
belief to Me without reason, and I do not aspire to 
overcome you by tyranny. In fact, I do not claim to 
give you a reason for everything. And to reconcile 
these contradictions, I intend to make you see clear-
ly, by convincing proofs, those divine signs in Me, 
which may convince you of what I am, and may 
gain authority for Me by wonders and proofs which 
you cannot reject.14

Consequently, Anderson and Collette conclude, “It may 
be that the wager would have occurred prior to the evidenc-
es, but nevertheless the former depends on the latter. In the 
order of reasons, one has to have some reason to think that 
God would reward belief prior to accepting the wager, as 
many objectors have pointed out. What is rarely noticed is 
that Pascal provides some (to his own satisfaction).”15

The Many Gods Objection
This final objection is frequently leveled against logical 

proofs of the biblical God, such as the Cosmological Argu-
ment. There, the objection asserts that, even if the argument 
proves that a god exists who created the universe, how do 
we know which god it is? With respect to Pascal’s wager, 
the objection becomes: if the choice is between atheism and 

the Christian God, you have a reasonable chance of gaining 
eternal life by choosing God. However, what if the choice is 
between atheism and the gods of Christianity, Islam, Hindu-
ism, etc.? Then the odds of success will be much lower, all 
things being equal. But are they?

Pascal anticipated this objection, for he argues that 
Christianity is superior in divine evidence to competing 
religions: “I see many contradictory religions, and conse-
quently all false save one. Each wants to be believed on 
its own authority, and threatens unbelievers. I do not there-
fore believe them. Everyone can say this; everyone can call 
himself a prophet. But I see that Christian religion wherein 
prophecies are fulfilled; and that is what everyone cannot 
do.”16

Christian philosophers have long maintained their will-
ingness to compare the God of the Bible with other “candi-
date” gods in terms of divine attributes, works, and proof of 
existence. They, like Pascal, are confident that the biblical 
God is the logical choice, better than any alternative god 
and infinitely better than a godless universe. Are you willing 
to take that wager?� ~RH
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What Does 
the Holy 

Spirit Do?
Last month we looked at who the 

Holy Spirit is. There we saw that 
He is a person and part of the 

Godhead. We also observed that He isn’t just an emotion or 
an influence. Rather, He is the gift given to those who have 
obeyed Peter’s command in Acts 2:38. Now we will look at 
what the Holy Spirit does.

First, we observe a biblical principle that the Spirit’s 
goal or purpose is to glorify Christ! He is not interested 
in establishing Himself, but in promoting Jesus. This is 
clear from John 16:12-14: “I still have many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He 
will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare 
it to you.”1 In John 15:26, Jesus says when the Spirit comes 
“He will testify of Me.” The Holy Spirit does not replace 
Jesus and certainly does not displace Him. He comes and 
represents Jesus’s interests. The Spirit doesn’t bring a new 
message; He simply reminds and clarifies the message that 
Jesus brought.

It should be clear that we should not overemphasize the 
Spirit or focus on the Spirit as an end in Himself. Those who 
give more emphasis in their teaching or faith to the Holy 
Spirit than Jesus miss this foundational principle, namely 
the glorification of Jesus Christ. That’s why it follows that if 
the Spirit lives within us, our main purpose is also to glorify 
Jesus in all we do. The Holy Spirit lives within us to help 
us do just that.

The Holy Spirit led the apostles into all truth. This is 
deeply involved in the teaching of Jesus’s last discourses 
(John 13-17 especially), for one of the points He makes is 

that after He would be gone, the Holy Spirit would lead the 
apostles into all the truth concerning Him. As a result, they 
would be able to preach the true gospel and record infal-
libly, in the pages of the New Testament, the teachings of 
Jesus and the meaning of His teachings and ministry. This 
is what He is talking about when He says, “When the Helper 
comes… He will testify of Me” (John 15:26). Again, “I still 
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth” (John 16:12–13).

This was a tremendous word of encouragement for 
the apostles. They knew, no doubt, that in the Old Testa-
ment period the Holy Spirit had come upon certain proph-
ets, kings, and other leaders to speak through them in what 
eventually came to be the Old Testament. They might even 
have known—though they undoubtedly came to know it 
more fully after the resurrection—that the central message 
of the Old Testament was the promise of God to send a Re-
deemer, who was the Lord Jesus Christ. Now they are told 
that the same Holy Spirit, who inspired the Old Testament 
so that those living in the Old Testament period might an-
ticipate the Messiah and look to him for salvation, is going 
to come upon them—indeed, be in them—so that nothing 
about Christ’s work or teachings necessary for our salvation 
and the growth and ordering of the church might be lost.

The Holy Spirit draws people to Jesus. One aspect 
of the work of the Holy Spirit is leading men and women 
to Christ, and this is accomplished through the preaching, 
teaching, and reading of God’s Word. “Whatever is accom-
plished by the biblical message is ultimately accomplished 
by the Spirit Himself. The Spirit influences the hearts of 
sinners by working on them indirectly through His own in-
spired Word.”2

The Holy Spirit regenerates us at the time of our bap-
tism into Christ. Paul teaches in Titus 3:5, “but according 
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regener-
ation and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” Although we may 
not fully understand the process, Paul makes it clear that 
the Holy Spirit is the power that works the regeneration and 
renewing that take place in the salvation process. The Bible 
employs a wide variety of terms to describe our salvation—
born of water and the Spirit, born again, new creation, made 
alive together, raised up together, regeneration, and renew-
ing—and these powerful changes are accomplished by the 
Spirit at the occasion of our immersion into Christ.

The Holy Spirit seals us. Paul states in Ephesians 1:13-
14, “In Him you also, after you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” The word 
sealed here is the act of physically placing one’s unique 

Matthew Sullivan
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mark or seal upon an object or document in order to tie 
that object or document legally to the owner of the seal. 
This knowledge that we are sealed—marked as belonging 
to God—serves as a source of great encouragement during 
times of difficulties and trials.

The Holy Spirit leads us into sanctification. The term 
“sanctification” is part of the word family having to do with 
holiness. The root idea in this word family is separation. 
The Old Testament word for holy most likely comes from 
a word that means “to cut, to divide, to separate.” Thus, 
a holy person or thing is one that is separated or set apart 
from others.3 We were sanctified when we were immersed 
into Christ, but we are also continuing to be sanctified as we 
grow and live obediently to the commands of Christ. As we 
grow as Christians, our desire should be to get further and 
further away from sin. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
transforms our character, attitudes, behavior, and conduct. 
This is how we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) and “work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 
2:12). In this aspect of sanctification, we become more and 
more like God in true righteousness and holiness (Ephe-
sians 4:22–24). Don Dewelt summed it up nicely when he 
said, “when the Holy Spirit took up residence within us, 
He did so with the thought of aiding us in developing holy 
character.”

Jack Cottrell, in his book What the Bible Says About the 
Holy Spirit, writes:

Such Spiritual empowerment is the direct purpose 
and result of the indwelling presence of the Spirit. 
Dwelling within our bodies, He is in constant direct 
contact with our spirits, providing us with an imme-
diate reservoir of strength for our spiritual battles. If 
one does not accept the reality this direct operation 
of the Spirit, the whole purpose of His indwelling 
becomes problematic. For anyone to defend the 
Spirit’s literal indwelling, and at the same time to 
affirm that the Spirit works only indirectly, though 
the Word (as many do), is quite inconsistent, like 
having a cause without an effect. The fact is that if 
the Holy Spirit works only through the Word, there 
is no necessary rationale for His indwelling.

The apostle Paul speaks to this sanctification process in 
Ephesian 3:16 when he prays, “that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
might through His Spirit in the inner man.” He is speaking 
about moral power, not miraculous power. Similarly, Ro-
mans 8:13 says that we must by the Spirit, “put to death the 
deeds of the body.” These are sinful deeds that result from 
the law of sin that resides in our flesh. These sins must be 
killed, and exactly how does Paul say we do that? “By the 
Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit intercedes for the saints in prayer. A tru-
ly remarkable aspect of the Holy Spirit’s work in believers 
is His prayer ministry. Paul develops this in Romans 8:26-
27, “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For 
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts 
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” 
Prayer, especially in difficult and challenging circumstanc-
es, can be hard. The reality that the Spirit searches the hearts 
of believers and intercedes for us in prayer is another won-
derful promise contained in the Word of God.

The work of the Holy Spirit is both deep and wide. Per-
haps we have only scratched the surface of the Holy Spir-
it’s ministry. What we have seen, however, is that the Holy 
Spirit, who is inside those of us who have repented and been 
immersed, has worked and is working in fascinating ways 
for the benefit of each individual believer. All, of course, 
ultimately to bring glory and honor to the Lord Jesus Christ.
� ~RH
(Endnotes)

1 All Scripture references are from the NKJV.

2 Cottrell, J. (2006). The Holy Spirit: A Biblical Study (p. 43). 
Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing Company.

3 Cottrell, p. 64.

Matthew Sullivan is the Preaching Minister of Shoals Christian 
Church, Shoals, IN, and Professor of Bible and Professional Studies at 
Louisville Bible College.
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Julia’s List
Recently, our five-year-old 

granddaughter, Julia, was 
spending the day with us, as 

has been her routine every Monday 
throughout her life. Because she is 
both familiar with her entertainment 
options at our home as well as being 
an alarmingly self-assured little girl, 
she typically gives me a list of the 

things she wants to do during her weekly visit. Childhood 
is, or certainly should be, an adventure full of all sorts of 
experiences, none of which have to be terribly remarkable. 
Opportunities to teach life lessons present themselves 
everywhere, so Julia’s weekly list suits me fine. Her lists 
reveal her wide-open-world-of-wonder approach, because 
on another Monday, the list might include playing princess, 
painting my nails, feeding the birds, and reading books. On 
this particular Monday, she wanted to color, then ride her 
bike, then explore the barn, then climb a tree. 

We bumped elbows while we sat next to each other col-
oring on the same picture of forest animals as she openly 
expressed admiration for my ability to color inside the lines. 
“I hope I can color as good as you someday,” she said. We 
could have taken her bike to the lane that goes back to the 
barn this way, as I had suggested, but Julia wanted to take it 
to the lane that way. “Will you help me?” she asked as the 
gravel got too deep for her to peddle through. Around and 
around, Julia spun the crank on the antique washer in the 
barn, then she abruptly halted and said, “I’m glad I don’t 
really have to do laundry!” The teachable moments were 
everywhere and made for plenty of conversation. 

The persimmon tree is a favorite of the grandkids because 
it is full of sturdy limbs reaching out from the trunk starting 
low at its base and continuing to its top. It was no more than 
a sprout when our son brought it home from school on Ar-
bor Day when he was about eight years old. Now, it stands 
thirty feet tall, providing shade and fruit and fun memories 
for the children. Julia got busy climbing, stepping up on 

this limb and reaching for that one. She paused and contem-
plated her every move. She wasn’t just climbing. She had a 
goal. She wanted to climb as high as she had the last time, 
which was the highest she had ever climbed before. 

Julia was thoughtful and determined. I thought about 
how this smaller-than-average-five-year-old had a larg-
er-than-average sense of confidence. “I see a bird nest!” she 
exclaimed. Sure enough, high at the top of the tree, there it 
was. “You can’t go up to it, Julia, that’s too high,” I said. 
Julia then informed me that she certainly wouldn’t be go-
ing up to the bird nest because she didn’t want the mommy 
bird to abandon her eggs. I then said to Julia, “That’s high 
enough. Anymore scares me.” Without ever looking toward 
me, she said, “Mammie, I know what I’m doing.” Then she 
stopped, looked down at me from the branches and quietly 
and gently placed her hush finger over her lips as if to calm 
me. Gently, calmly, Julia said, “Mammie, you need to be 
brave. We’ll have no more of that talk.” Then she skillfully 
came down out of the tree.

Julia’s whole list of activities had demonstrated an assort-
ment of ways she still needs to learn and grow. There was 
never a moment, however, where she had been disobedient. 
She had been cooperative even amidst her determination to 
have her reasoning heard. She listened. She learned. She 
applied her knowledge. When Julia told me, “We’ll have no 
more of that talk,” she wasn’t addressing my imperative to 
climb no higher. She was already being compliant. She was 
addressing my assertion about fear.

Those very imaginative Greeks tell a story in mytholo-
gy about Pygmalion, a sculptor who created an ivory statue 
of a woman he was so enamored with that he wished her to 
life with a little help from Venus. Out of this was born what 
has become known in the world of psychology as the Pyg-
malion Effect. The Pygmalion Effect, in theory, is establish-
ing beliefs in a person that are reinforced until they become 
reality. High expectations lead to improved outcomes and 
low expectations lead to deteriorated outcomes. The Pyg-
malion Effect has frequently been applied in mentoring 
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programs, though scrutiny of its effectiveness has produced 
many skeptics.

When it comes to Julia’s lists, I see myself as her men-
tor. It is interesting, however, to consider that positive re-
inforcement, human to human, is still limited by human-
ness.  No amount of encouragement, belief, or support from 
a fellow human being changes a person’s natural abilities. 
No amount of negativity poured out from mankind changes 
our true value. There are a host of rewards that could be 
born out of a meaningful, encouraging mentor relationship, 
particularly when the mentor sees in someone what they’ve 
not yet discovered in themselves and commits to surface 
the untapped potential. We see this in sports, education, 
work, and in discipleship. Through it all, however, it is only 
through God that we are able to become more than we were, 
accomplish more than is within our natural ability, know 
more than is scientifically revealed, understand beyond our 
own understanding, communicate with other realms, have 
enough, be enough, never be alone, and fear nothing.

Scripture is full of beautiful examples of mentoring, 
and it is relevant to look at those who did so. In Exodus 18, 
Jethro traveled from Midian to see his son-in-law, Moses, 
after he had led the Israelites out of Egypt. Upon meeting 
up with Moses, Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of 
the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that the Lord 
is greater than all the gods” (vv. 10-11 NKJV). One day 
after this celebration by Jethro for how the Almighty God 
achieved these great things through Moses, Jethro becomes 
his mentor. 

Jethro advised, “Listen now to my voice; I will give 
you counsel, and God will be with you: Stand before God 
for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. 
And you shall teach them the statutes and the laws and show 
them the way in which they must walk and the work they 
must do” (Exodus 18:19-20 NKJV). “So, Moses heeded the 
voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said” (Ex-
odus 18:24 NKJV).

Moses, in turn, mentored Joshua, who was referred to in 
Scripture as Moses’s assistant and selected by God to lead a 
new generation into the Promise Land. In the book of Josh-
ua, God said to him, “No man shall be able to stand before 
you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you…. Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not 
be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:5, 9 NKJV).

Eli mentored Samuel, Elijah mentored Elisha, and Dan-
iel mentored Nebuchadnezzar. Mordecai mentored Esther 
and it saved God’s people. Priscilla and Aquila mentored 
Apollos, illuminating the baptism of Jesus. Barnabas con-
tinued to invest himself in John Mark even after Paul lacked 
trust. Later, an abandoned and beleaguered Paul writes to 
Timothy, “Be diligent to come to me quickly…. Get John 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for 
ministry” (2 Timothy 4:9-11, NKJV). Most consequentially, 
it was through a mentoring approach that Jesus created a 
plan for the continuity of the Gospel and the establishment 
of the church by way of a band of twelve ordinary men who 
rose up to do the most extraordinary things. Mature Chris-
tians should welcome the opportunity to mentor. Mentoring 
others to belief or deeper faith in God doesn’t just equip 
someone to reach their potential but, through God, reach 
more than their potential.

When my kids were young and the world loomed ever so 
closely, I thought about how incomplete it was to tell them 
or remind them of what was wrong and what was right. Kids 
develop a compass regarding right from wrong fairly early 
in life. It becomes a matter of what they will choose. I began 
telling my children every morning before school to “Live 
a life pleasing to Christ.” This was my surrender to Holy 
Spirit guiding them instead of me attempting to address all 
the possible temptations. One day during my daughter’s se-
nior year, I was dropping her off at the high school when I 
said those words, “Live a life pleasing to Christ.” She had 
already jumped out of the car, but she stopped, ducked her 
head back into the car and looked at me with a sweet smile 
on her face and said, “You, too.” Just like that, she became 
the mentor. She may as well have been saying, “I love you.” 
These years later, my daughter’s daughter, Julia, is contem-
plating how high is high enough in the persimmon tree. She 
loves her Bible stories, her prayers are genuine, she loves to 
sing to her Christian music, and she knows Jesus loves her. 
Through God and not the Pygmalion Effect, Julia will be 
able to rise above the circumstances of this world and soar 
beyond her potential as God so wills it. I can reinforce all 
the loveliness God has placed in her but only He can make 
her more than she is. 

Julia had addressed not my authority but my fear when 
gently and calmly, she said, “Mammie, you need to be 
brave. We’ll have no more of that talk.” The five-year-old 
had offered me some mentoring. It was just another Mon-
day working through Julia’s list.� ~RH

Jennifer Bullard is a self-employed landscape photographer from Rush 
County, Indiana. She can be contacted by email at jenniferbullard@
weatheredfencepost.com.
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Professing to be Wise, 
They Became Fools

We live in a day and age in 
which you literally have the 
world at your fingertips. Your 

phone will look up directions to any-
where. You can put thousands of tunes 
on your phone. You can even ask Siri a 
question pertaining to almost anything 
and she will spew forth the answer. Who 
needs a dictionary and aren’t you grate-

ful you don’t have to peddle encyclopedias for a living? It 
would seem mankind is on the cusp of complete knowledge. 
Yet, despite all these technological advances, we are starv-
ing culturally and even more spiritually.

In my lifetime, I don’t remember seeing so much cor-
ruption on so many levels. Recently Laura Hollis wrote an 
article entitled “Politics Without Principle Will Devolve.” 
In that piece, she stated:

Corruption does not merely block justice in a 
particular case, it erodes standards universally. 
It spreads despair, resentment, resignation, and 
retaliation. It seeps into the body politic, into the 
public consciousness, into the popular culture. 
Once the public decides that the government lacks 
any honor, the media lacks any truth, and the legal 
system lacks any justice they will take matters into 
their own hands. Corruption cannot be controlled 
by the powerful: it can only be contained by the 
principled.

For many Americans, the fear of never being able to trust 
the government for anything has become more real than 
ever before. We heard from the president on down to local 
government officials to trust the science. Most citizens in 
America wanted to believe what their government and what 
officials in the CDC and WHO were reporting was accurate 
regarding the COVID virus. Now it has become evident that 
there was indeed a massive cover up. Syndicated columnist 
Betsy McCaughey wrote:

It’s possible that the virus was a biological weapon 
in development at the Wuhan Institute of Virolo-
gy. House Republicans in January  2023 released 
a report charging the US intelligence community 
with misleading the public on key issues including 
possible connections between the lab and China’s 
biological weapons program.

It gets crazier: “House Republicans also announced they 
will probe why the National Institutes of Health continues 
to fund Chinese labs, sending $8.9  million in 2021 and 
$5.6 million in 2022.” 

Not only has the Chinese government refused to take 
responsibility for this global pandemic and crisis, but the 
free world also continues to give them a pass. Our own Dr. 
Fauci told Congress, “The Chinese scientists working at the 
Wuhan lab under NIH grants are very competent and trust-
worthy.” Really? Tell that to the millions of school kids who 
are behind two grade levels thanks to the quarantine. Tell 
that to the small businessmen and women who had to close 
permanently during the pandemic. Tell that to those who 
buried loved ones. 

Then we had the massive overreach by the federal gov-
ernment. If you know anything about how mass quarantine 
works, you know that it really doesn’t work. Jeffrey Tucker 
of the Brownstone Institute writes:

The sick and well alike were quarantined through 
the use of stay-at-home orders. Meanwhile what 
happened to COVID? It came anyway, just as the 
best epidemiologists predicted it would. It had a 
highly stratified impact, consistent with the infor-
mation we had from the very early days: the at-risk 
population was largely the elderly and infirm.

The least likely to be affected were school-age children, 
yet schools across the nation (as well as churches) were 
forced to close. That did not stop the government from op-
erating at full speed. Congress did what it does best—spend 
money! Tucker goes on to write, “COVID-response spend-
ing amounted to at least $6 trillion above normal operations, 
running the national debt up to 121% of GDP. We now are 
reaping the fallout from these shortsighted decisions. Infla-
tion in America is the highest it’s been in forty years.”

Tucker also states, “Between February 2020 and March 
2021, a time of low inflation, real personal income was up 
by $4.2  trillion. It felt like magic. But it was actually the 
result of government stimulus checks. Free money turned 
out to be very expensive.”

In the words of Dr. Fauci, “I don’t think about things like 
the economy and the secondary impacts.” Well, that’s for 
sure. This man reminded us daily to follow the science and 
we did. In the words of Jeffrey Tucker, “This was one of 
the biggest head fakes in the history of modern economics.” 
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The Impact of 
Cultural Marxism

Part 2

Since George Floyd’s death in May 
of 2020, talk of defunding police 
continues to be a controversial 

subject. In January 2023, Dr. Phil (Philip McGraw) dis-
cussed with Mychal Denzel Smith whether it might be pos-
sible to defund law enforcement altogether resulting in the 
removal of police from society. Smith is a New York Times 
bestselling author and Distinguished Writer-in-Residence at 
Hunter College. He is considered by some as one of the 100 
Most Influential African Americans.1

During the discussion, Smith revealed his rationale for 
eliminating the police. The blame, he says, rests with the 
system. Criminals exist merely because culture pushes them 
into a life of crime. Smith claimed:

People are the creations of the society in which they 
live in. If you are a society that has such massive 
inequality, and you are a society that is based on 
racial and gendered hierarchies, and you are a soci-
ety that deprives people of the resources that they 
need to live — talking about housing, clean water, 
food, all of these things that are part of an equitable 
society — you’re talking about people that will do 
desperate things in order to survive.2

Although Smith does not specifically state it, like most 
of the Progressive Left, he believes the current culture is 
the ultimate cause of all social ills, including crime. Thus, 
man’s sinful nature has nothing to do with social ills. Hu-
man beings, according to the Left’s secular worldview, are 
good. It is culture and environment that shape the individ-
ual.3 Phil McGraw agreed with Smith’s diagnosis but dis-
agreed with his prescription.

In the world of the culturally Marxist Progressive Left, 
Western culture is to blame for every social ill or injustice. 
Therefore, the only solution to the present situation is to 
foment radical change in Western culture. Trained Marxists 

Follow the science. Well, here is what we now conclude: 
wearing masks did little to stop the spread of the virus. The 
mandatory lockdowns almost killed our economy. Mass 
quarantine was a mistake. Forcing people to get the COVID 
shot so they would not get sick simply was not the case.

Wayne Allyn Root wrote, “Congress must investigate 
whether the American people were misled and fed propa-
ganda about this vaccine by Dr. Fauci, the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the FDA, and Big Pharma.”

We are a nation running on fear and bad information. We 
have seen the health care sector in our country shrink by 
1.6  million employees. Teachers are resigning their posi-
tions. According to one article, at least 100,000 restaurants 
and stores closed in the city of Manhattan alone. Not to 
mention the thousands of people who lost their jobs because 
they refused to get the COVID shot.

The science failed us. Our leaders failed us. The me-
dia failed us. There are now many in Congress and in the 
Health Care Industry calling into question the true numbers 
of COVID-related deaths.

Those we thought wise and intelligent are now viewed as 
manipulative and divisive. My prayer is that our nation and 
those around the world can learn from all the mistakes we 
made along the way. Tucker concludes by saying, “Health 
and economics both require the nonnegotiable called free-
dom. May we never again experiment with the near aboli-
tion of freedom in the cause of mitigating disease.”

The apostle Paul was indeed correct. “Professing to be 
wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:22 NKJV).� ~RH

James C. Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian Church of 
Kissimmee, FL. Contact him at Jim.book@kissimmeechristianchurch.
org.
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who lead Black Lives Matter, Antifa movements, as well as 
other radical liberationist movements envision their radical 
changes as leading to a utopian Marxist state. 

Fellow travelers recruited to this Marxist cause call for 
dramatic cultural changes but have no idea what to put in its 
place. One college professor simply called for major policy 
and structural changes in the US. When I asked him what 
policy and structural changes should be made, I got no sat-
isfactory answer. The reaction is much like the demonstra-
tors during the riots of the 1960s who called out “burn baby 
burn,” but had no constructive replacement to offer. 

Admittedly, constructing a truly equitable culture calls 
for major change. The challenge, however, is change from 
the contemporary American culture to what? Since the mid-
1700s, the world has known only a few governmental and 
economic systems. Although one source lists over thirty 
different types of governmental and economic systems, 
only two are worth considering and they are represented by 
two revolutions: the American Revolution of 1776 and the 
French Revolution of 1789. These two revolutions repre-
sent the deepest division between two mutually exclusive 
cultural views.

The French Revolution of 1789, which has been described 
as, “the central cause of the malformation of modern ideo-
logical thought,” grew out of the thinking of Emmanuel 
Kant, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, and other Enlight-
enment philosophies. Contemporary movements such as 
postmodernism, political correctness, identity politics, the 
sexual revolution, critical theory, and socialism all come 
from the French Revolution.4 Any study of the French Rev-
olution reveals that it left chaos in its wake and resulted in 
Napoleonic despotism.5

The American Revolution of 1776, despite claims to the 
contrary, drew its inspiration from the Bible, particularly 
the Hebrew Scriptures. Historians Eric Nelson and Michael 
Walzer say the Reformation of the sixteenth century, and 
its emphasis on sola scriptura, caused seventeenth-century 
scholars to reengage with Scripture and that led to a study 
of the revolutionary significance of the exodus. As Os Guin-
ness writes:

[The] impetus was to point people back to the He-
brew Torah and above all to the revolutionary sig-
nificance of the exodus, the “Hebrew Republic,” 
and to the thinking of the “Christian Hebraists.” For 
roughly 100 years, European Protestants made the 
Hebrew Bible the measure of their politics. Need-
less to say, these biblical ideas contributed to free-
dom well before the Enlightenment, though they 
were then emphatically rejected by the Enlight-
enment, and by the French, Russian, and Chinese 
revolutions that were later heirs of the French En-
lightenment.6

John Locke and John Milton were but two of the 
seventeenth-century intellectual giants who brought 
Hebrew Scripture back into public discourse. Those who 
settled America’s colonies were decidedly Protestant 
and committed to biblical principles. Even when moral 
and religious conditions broke down, as they did in mid-
eighteenth century, the First Great Wakening of the period 
of the 1730s and 1740s drew colonial leaders back to their 
biblical base.

When the Articles of Confederation enacted after the 
Revolutionary War proved unworkable, the Founders who 
produced the American Constitution drew heavily from the 
Bible, and particularly the principles found in the Hebrew 
Republic.7 It is impossible here to enumerate fully these 
principles, however a few would include a tripartite system 
of checks and balances, the importance of personal respon-
sibility, a willingness to live by the “rule of law,” and selec-
tion of representative leadership.

Important recent works demonstrate how Christianity 
shaped contemporary Western culture. Granted, Christians 
have not always fulfilled “the faith once for all.” Nonethe-
less, Western culture is what it is today because of the Bible 
and Christianity.8

When cultural Marxists, who comprise the majority of the 
Woke crowd, call for radical change they attack Christiani-
ty, seeking its demise. In doing so, they mimic the words of 
Karl Marx. As Os Guinness writes:

The world has never known a godlessness as or-
ganized, militarized, and tenaciously malevolent as 
that produced by Marxism. Within the philosophi-
cal system of Marx and Lenin, and at the heart of 
their psychology, hatred of God is the principle 
driving force, more fundamental than all their po-
litical and economic pretensions. Militant atheism 
is not merely incidental or marginal to Communist 
policy; it is not a side effect, but the central point.9

I think most of our Restoration Herald readers know 
Marx and Engels described religion as, “the opiate of the 
people.” To religion they attributed the worst of humanity’s 
ills and called for, “the abolition of religion as the illusory 
happiness of the people as a prerequisite for the attainment 
of real happiness by the people.”10

Calls for defunding police are simply part of the Cultur-
al Marxist scheme to undermine and eliminate Christiani-
ty. Clothing the scheme in visions of utopian perfectionism 
results in an unattainable pipedream, for the real problems 
do not arise from culture or more specifically governmental 
and economic structures. The real problems arise from the 
human heart (see James 1:14-16).

Utopian dreams will not be realized by radical cultural or 
societal changes, but by a renovation of the human heart.11 
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As one of America’s Founders James Madison wrote, “If men were angels, no 
government would be necessary.”12 Sadly, no human being is an angel and all 
attempts to build a perfect society fail. Any culture or society is administered 
by fallible humans over fallible humans. Only the gospel of Christ brings us all, 
equally guilty as we are, to the foot of the cross and gives us genuine liberty and 
a family where we accept and love each other. Real radical transformation of the 
human is the answer to all of society’s ills.

Christ’s church must speak before it becomes impossible to speak at all. Current 
events in contemporary America cry out for a fourth tier of checks and balances. 
Our Constitution created checks and balances in the Executive, Legislative, and 
Judicial branches. Christ’s church absolutely must bring God’s Word to a world 
swimming in secularism, progressivism, and opposition to God.

And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son of man, speak to the 
sons of your people and say to them, “If I bring a sword upon a land, 
and the people of the land take one man from among them and make 
him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming upon the land and 
blows on the trumpet and warns the people, then he who hears the sound 
of the trumpet and does not take warning, and a sword comes and takes 
him away, his blood will be on his own head. He heard the sound of the 
trumpet but did not take warning; his blood will be on himself. But had 
he taken warning, he would have delivered his life. But if the watchman 
sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet and the people are 
not warned, and a sword comes and takes a person from them, he is taken 
away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require from the watchman’s 
hand.” (Ezekiel 33:1-6, NASB) � ~RH

To Be Continued
(Endnotes)
1 http://www.mychaldenzelsmith.com

2 Alexander Hall, “Dr. Phil schools guest on ‘reality’ of defunding the police,” www.foxnews.com/media/dr-
phil-schools-guest-reality-defunding-police-someone-end-9-1-1.

3 Surrounding culture and environment may contribute to individual outlook and personality, but culture and 
environment are not the only contributing factors.

4 Os Guinness, The Magna Carta of Humanity (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2021), 6.

5 The French Revolution cannot be separated from the Reign of Terror it brought about. The Reign of Terror took extreme measures against enemies of the Revolution 
(nobles, priests, and hoarders). Executions took the lives of tens of thousands, surveillance committees instituted local terror, inaugurated price-controls and set about 
to “de-Christianize” France. Robespierre, who dominated France’s Committee of Public Safety, and the Jacobins substituted a cult of Reason for the church and set up a 
prostitute in the Cathedral of Notre Dame as the Goddess of Reason.

6 Guinness, 9. In this citation, Guinness draws from Eric Nelson, The Hebrew Republic: Jewish Sources and the Transformation of European Political Thought (Cam-
bridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2010), 139.

7 For some who are unfamiliar with the “Hebrew Republic,” as I was, it was primarily in force during the 400-year period from Sinai to the selection of King Saul. Nelson 
and Guinness point out, that like the American Constitution, the Commandments given at Sinai represent a covenant into which the descendants of Abraham willingly 
entered. Both the Hebrew and American Covenant/Constitution do not describe a hierarchical government ruled from the top, but instead describe a system of checks and 
balances with rule in the hands of those entering the covenant.

8 See Vishal Mangalwadi, The book that Made Your World (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2011), Rodney Stark, For the Glory of God (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2003), Tom Holland: Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Made the World (New York: Basic Books, 2019) and Rodney Stark, How the West Won: The Ne-
glected Story of the Triumph of Modernity (Wilmington, DE: ISI Books).

9 Guinness, 31, italics added.

10 Cited from Marx-Engels Gesamtaugabe, Vol. I., pp 607-608, Zur Kritik der Hegelischen found at www.worldsocialism.org/spgb/socialist-standard/1930s/no-309-
may-1930/karl-marx-on-christianity/.

11 Liberté, egalité, and fraternité were the watchwords of the French Revolution. The French revolutionaries found they could only be realized by force for the human 
heart, corrupted by sin, could not accept its tenets.

12 Cited in Guinness, 222. Every human attempt to create a utopia results in despotism where one individual or a few attempts to force a particular vision upon others. 
Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, and Castro illustrate the failure of Marxist utopian dreams at the cost of millions of lives.

Michael Hines is a professor of church history and now makes his home in Sun City, AZ. 
He can be contacted by email: professormike1943@gmail.com.
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Now and then the temptation is 
too great, and something from 
the United Church of Christ 

website forces itself upon the con-
sciousness. As mentioned many times 
before at our club, this organization is 
definitely not a church that has any con-
nection to Christ. It also doesn’t appear 
to be united upon anything except that 

the church must be transformed into something as much 
like the worst parts of our culture as possible.

The things published by the United Church of Christ con-
sistently show this, and one such item recently published 
was simply too good to let pass. This month we examine…

Keep Christianity Weird
Quinn Caldwell

May 16, 2023

The author of this item is Chaplain of the Protestant 
Cooperative Ministry at Cornell University. One must won-
der what they cooperate to accomplish. We can only hope 
it is nothing like what is said in this article but look for 
that hope to be dashed. This short article published on the 
United Church of Christ website begins by quoting Revela-
tion 12:1, 3:

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a 
crown of twelve stars on her head…. Then another 
sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon 
with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns 
on its heads.1

For some reason, he omits Revelation 12:2-3, “She was 
pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give 
birth.” Perhaps pregnancy and pain were just not weird 
enough for what Quinn is trying to do here. What is Quinn 
trying to do?

He wants to remind us Christianity is irrational. That, of 
course, is nothing new. It is an approach that has been adopt-

ed by people ranging from certain brands of recent theology 
to Christian mystics. Quinn thinks the book of Revelation is 
available just to make that point. He says:

Whenever you convince yourself that Christianity 
is inherently rational, the book of Revelation can be 
counted on to mess you up. Just when you manage 
to somehow browbeat the rest of the Bible into sit-
ting down and behaving, a pregnant lady riding the 
moon crashes into the room, locked in battle with 
a dragon.

There you go. All those commentaries written on Revela-
tion are pointless. Revelation is there to remind us Christi-
anity does not make sense. Check Revelation off the list of 
things to study and understand.

I would be willing to “bet the farm” that Quinn is a fellow 
deeply imbedded in the crowd of toleration, acceptance of 
all things, and the belief that all cultures are to be highly 
respected. Yet he cannot even imagine Revelation might be 
written in a style that is different from the usual communi-
cation in our culture. For him it is just nonsense meant to 
remind us that Christianity, “doesn’t make sense, and it’s 
not supposed to. It doesn’t add up, and it’s not supposed to. 
Whatever else it is that it is supposed to be doing, for sure 
it’s there to upset anybody too well-behaved, too powerful, 
or too complacent.”

Of course, a Protestant Cooperative Ministry at a large 
university is completely powerless. They would never at-
tempt to tell anyone what to think or do. But wait — Quinn 
just told us what to think about Revelation! Of course, your 
point is not necessarily wrong just because you don’t prac-
tice what you preach.

Let’s see what else Quinn has to say about all this. For ex-
ample, “Some of us, and some of our churches, have man-
aged to convince ourselves that Christianity is fundamen-
tally sensible, easily harmonized with modern worldviews.” 
Doesn’t Quinn realize he is attempting to make Christianity 
harmonize with many modern worldviews based on irratio-
nalism? It is difficult to decide if Quinn really is this naive 
or is just trying to shock us.

Christianity is not at odds with modern worldviews be-
cause they make sense and Christianity does not. Rather, 
Christianity is at odds with modern worldviews because 
modern worldviews do not make sense, while Christianity 
does. “‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord” 
(Isaiah 1:18). Wait — reason together? Why would God try 
to do that if Christianity doesn’t make sense?

The Bible is filled with reasoning to help people come to 
the correct conclusions about God and salvation (and many 
other topics). In fact, the Bible is so jam-packed with such 
reasoning that sometimes we just take it for granted and 
don’t really notice it, but it is there, showing us God really 
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The Christian life is about imitat-
ing Jesus. Emulating the Lord 
is not to be done superficially, 

such as an actor playing a role, but with 
genuine pursuit. The believer’s goal is 
to conform to the character of Christ. It 
is not about solely copying His deeds; it 
is about becoming like Him in attitude 
and quality of heart.

Jesus paints this picture in the Sermon 
on the Mount. He did not come to destroy the Law of Moses 
but to fulfill it. The Lord’s ministry was not for demonstrating 
Moses’s Law as useless or unimportant. In fact, the Law 
was pivotal to His life, ministry, and redemptive work. Jesus 
was bound by the Law during His life on earth. Moses’s 
Law was in perfect unity with God’s righteous standard. 
Jesus displayed His personal righteousness by completing 
the Law.

Disciples of the Lord were called to have a righteousness 
that surpassed the religious elite of their day. Matthew 5:20 
says, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness sur-
passes that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not en-
ter the kingdom of heaven” (NASB). The righteous deeds 
of believers were not meant to be mere outward acts to be 
praised by men (Matthew 6:1). Instead, just deeds were to 
be done with faith in keeping with the spirit of the Law. The 
Pharisees did all the right things, but their hearts were far 
from God. Christ’s kingdom is a spiritual kingdom that is 
not governed by works of law, but by faith in Jesus.

If we are to be like Jesus, surpassing the Pharisees, then 
our righteousness needs to be from the heart. This does not 
mean salvation is by our works; we are saved by God’s grace 
through faith for the purpose of good works (Ephesians 2:8-
10). Our righteous deeds are not to obtain forgiveness but 
are the result of forgiveness. We serve God as loving chil-
dren striving to be like Him. The righteousness displayed in 
the Christian life derives from transforming into the charac-
ter of the Lord, not from a drive to be seen by men.

Jesus frames this concept by taking the physical 
commands of the Mosaic Law and showing the spiritual 
standard (Matthew  5:21-48). This passage of Scripture is 
famous for Jesus’s teaching “You have heard it said … 

Chris Ponchot

does call us to “come, let us reason together.” One example 
is Mark 2:1-12. It is easy to map out the reasoning found in 
that passage and find it valid. That is one example among 
very many.

What Quinn has shown us is he is irrational, not 
Christianity, and certainly not the book of Revelation. In 
fact, he never presents an argument for the irrationality of 
Christianity — he just keeps stating it and hopes we will 
(mindlessly?) come along with him to the pit of illogic.

That, of course, is the downfall of all those who think 
Christianity is irrational. They cannot present a reasoned 
argument for their position because that would betray their 
position. Oddly enough, this is sometimes attempted, even 
though it is logically impossible. However, you cannot rea-
son your way to the conclusion that reason is irrelevant. 
Such an effort is an unquestioned exercise in futility.

Our Chaplain at Cornell University thinks if we some-
times slip into thinking Christianity is somehow rational, 
“the sheer weirdness of Revelation is good medicine.” He 
says Revelation reminds us “that Christianity is always go-
ing to be about more than you know and more than you 
want it to be.”

Again, unreason is always its own undoing. For this to 
communicate anything significant, Quinn must know what 
Christianity is about, but that would involve reasoning, 
which he thinks Christianity is not and should not be con-
cerned with.

Quinn even leaves us with a nice little prayer for his irra-
tionality. He says:

For always challenging my complacency. For never 
letting my rationality win completely. For keeping 
my faith from becoming tame. For keeping Christi-
anity weird, thank you. Amen.

Look carefully at this attempted prayer. It is filled with 
categories that Quinn opposes to one another: complacen-
cy with non-complacency, rationality with irrationality, and 
tame with not tame. However, opposed categories are some 
of the tools of logic. What this shows us is Quinn volun-
teered for a fool’s errand — the job of trying to convince us 
Christianity is irrational.

We can leave Quinn with the assurance that his rational-
ity did not “win completely.” It didn’t even win a little bit. 
There was not even a hint of rationality in what he said. 
For that “reason” we can rightly dismiss everything he said. 
� ~RH

(Endnotes)
1 All Scripture references are from the NIV.

* Kent B. True is the alter ego of Harold N. Orndorff, Jr., a retired 
campus minister who has taught college and seminary courses in the 
fields of apologetics, philosophy, ethics, and logic. Lately he enjoys 
studying his grandchildren, who are very interesting one and all. 

Contact him, if you must, at hnoii@hotmail.com.
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but I say to you …” We will briefly look at each principle 
our Lord explains and see the quality of righteousness as 
derived from a Christlike heart.

First, do not hate, for murder starts in the heart (vs. 21-
26). God holds believers accountable for their thoughts. 
They can hinder worship and leave the individual liable to 
judgment. Instead, seek to reconcile and make peace with 
others.

Second, do not lust, for that is adultery (vs. 27-30). Lust 
is a mental betrayal of the betrothed. God holds it as equally 
sinful as adultery. The disciple seeking Christlikeness must 
purify his or her thoughts by cutting out temptation and fo-
cusing on good.

Third, do not divorce or forsake your spouse (vs. 31-
32). God hates divorce. His intention was for a husband and 
wife to be one flesh for the entirety of their lives. It is not 
right to destroy the sanctity of marriage. It is better to be 
devoted to your spouse in love.

Fourth, do not break your vows. In fact, God does not 
want Christians to make vows at all, swearing by anything 
(vs. 33-37). Rather, have integrity; let your “yes” be yes and 
your “no” be no. In other words, say what you mean and 
mean what you say.

Fifth, do not seek revenge, such as an eye for eye (vs. 38-
42). Jesus was a peacemaker; believers imitating Him ought 
not retaliate but show kindness and generosity. The Chris-
tian life is not about fairness, it is about giving of self for the 
benefit of others for the glory of God.

Finally, do not love your neighbor and hate your ene-
my (vs. 43-47). It is natural for people to defend loved ones 
and forsake annoying hypocrites. God shows no partiality, 
He sends good things to all His image bearers. How should 
Christians reproduce this? Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.

These teachings of Jesus show the unique character 
traits that believers ought to have. Jesus possessed each of 
these qualities and He demonstrated them through righteous 
action. Christians are transformed by the saving power of 
God through Christ and begin to live righteously, patterned 
after their Lord.

The overarching attribute that produces a righteous at-
titude is love (vs. 48). God perfectly loves all people, to the 
point of sending His only Son to die in their place. We will 
live like Jesus when we learn to love God through trust-
ing obedience and love for others by giving and sacrificing. 
Why? Because we will possess the godly character Jesus 
desires from us.

The righteousness that surpasses the Pharisees is not 
because of the deed itself but the attitude of the heart. Con-
formity to the character of Christ is pivotal to maturing in 
the faith. Let your righteousness be a quality of the heart 
rather than a checklist of deeds. � ~RH

Christopher Ponchot is the Minister at the Roann Christian Church in 
Roann, Indiana. He is a graduate of Summit Theological Seminary. He 
and his wife, Grace, have two daughters, Susan Praise and Jane.
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Why I Love the Lord’s Church� (cont.)
All these questions and more are answered because the 

Lord’s church is the Lord’s church. He has provided us with 
answers to all the above questions and more. Not only is 
Jesus the founder, the builder, and the head, but He is also 
the foundation. In the book of Isaiah, we find this wonderful 
prophecy:

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cor-
nerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who 
believes in it will not be disturbed.’ (Isaiah 28:16)1

Peter explains the fulfillment of this passage from Isaiah  
in 1 Peter 2:4-6:

Coming to Him as to a living stone which has been 
rejected by people, but is choice and precious in the 
sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being 
built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in 
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a choice 
stone, a precious cornerstone, And the one who be-
lieves in Him will not be put to shame.”

Jesus has provided us with everything we need to be His 
church. However, we need to ask ourselves, “Are we seek-
ing after and looking for the church that Jesus has built, 
or are we seeking after something that simply fits our own 
preferences?” People treat seeking for a church like a buf-
fet. This is the wrong mentality. We should be seeking for 
the Lord’s church. We should be seeking to be the local con-
gregations that line up closest to God’s Word. Like Abra-
ham, we should be seeking after that which has foundations 
whose architect and builder is God (Hebrews 11:10).

For those of us already aligned with a local congrega-
tion, this poses a challenge for us. That challenge is to be 
as closely aligned with God’s blueprint as we can possibly 
be, following His standard. He has provided everything we 
need to BE His church and that’s another reason why I love 
the Lord’s church.

The Church is a One Another Institution
Kent Christian Church, where I am privileged to serve, 

dates back to 1830. One hundred ninety-three years of seek-
ing after the blueprint established by Jesus. Our congrega-
tion has its roots in the Restoration Movement. The Res-
toration Movement has come to be defined by some of its 
maxims/slogans, some of which are:

	● Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is 
silent, we are silent.

	● Call Bible things by Bible names.
	● We are Christians only but not the only Christians.
	● In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; in all things 

love.
	● No creed but Christ, no book but the Bible, no law but 

love, no name but the divine.
Over the years, these slogans have summed up the Res-

toration Movement as a whole. At Kent Christian Church, 
we have something that sums up and defines us as well: E3 
— Encourage, Equip, Engage. The first two of these Es, En-
courage and Equip, are founded in the concept of One-An-
other. Christianity is a one-another religion.

In the structure and nature of the church exist these great 
one another dynamics — discipleship, teaching, account-
ability, encouragement, exhortation, rebuke, and reproof.

The Restoration Movement has come to be defined by some of its 
maxims/slogans, some of which are:

	» Where the Bible speaks, we speak. Where the Bible is silent, we are silent.
	» Call Bible things by Bible names.
	» We are Christians only but not the only Christians.
	» In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty; in all things love.
	» No creed but Christ, no book but the Bible, no law but love, no name but 

the divine.
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Why I Love the Lord’s Church� (cont.)
Discipleship: This is where someone who has “been 

there, done that” can share with someone who hasn’t. Think 
about how great this is. The sharing of knowledge and wis-
dom one to another. When this happens, a deep relationship 
is built.

Encouragement / Exhortation: Think how good it 
feels when someone you respect says, “You are really doing 
a great job. You are really growing.” I vividly remember 
the time when my first youth minister said to me, “I think 
you would be a great youth minister. You ought to consid-
er it.” That’s been a long time ago, but I still remember it. 
His words of encouragement propelled me along the path to 
full-time ministry. Encouragement is powerful!

Rebuke: Sometimes, however, encouragement is not 
what we need. Occasionally we need someone to set us 
back on the proper path. For most of us, there will come a 
time when we need someone to look us straight in the eye 
and say, “What are you doing? If you keep on this road — 
you will be lost!”

In the church, we need one another. For encourage-
ment. For discipleship. For rebuke. Jesus designed His 
church this way. This is one more powerful reason why I 
love the Lord’s church.

The Church is a People of Power
The church is a people of power. What do we mean 

when we say this? Political or social power? My humble 
opinion is that the church ought to influence every aspect 
of our world, but for our discussion here, we aren’t going to 
focus on this type of power. When we talk about the church 
is a people of power, we are speaking of the fact that the 
Lord’s church is characterized by Holy Spirit power.

Just before His crucifixion Jesus told His apostles:

I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 
(John 16:7)

After His resurrection, Jesus told them: 
Gathering them together, He commanded them not 
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Fa-
ther had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard 
of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now … but you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:4-5, 8)

Then it came to pass exactly as He said it would: 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were sit-
ting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit was giving them utterance. (Act 2:1-4)

The apostle Paul tells us that the same power is available 
to us: “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us” (Ephesians 3:20).

The Lord’s church is characterized by Holy Spirit pow-
er. The power of Holy Spirit was instrumental in the ear-
ly years of the church. He empowered the Apostles to do 
special things to establish the church. The New Testament 
teaches that Holy Spirit has come to indwell and empower 
every believer. Now, we can’t claim to do the miraculous 
things the Apostles did, but we do have the exact same in-
dwelling that the Apostles had. The Holy Spirit indwells all 
immersed believers and empowers every single one of us in 
two incredible ways.

First, the Holy Spirit empowers us, giving us moral 
power, enabling us to obey God’s commands and live a godly 
life. He gives us power for holy living. This is a continuing 
transformation of our inward character and mental attitudes, 
as well as our outward behavior and conduct. Peter exhorts 
us “to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” We are to become, through the power 
of Holy Spirit, more and more like God in righteousness 
and holiness.

Second, the Holy Spirit empowers us by equipping us 
for service. The Holy Spirit empowers us with opportuni-
ties to serve one another in the body of Christ. Our natural 
abilities and talents are to be used for kingdom good, for 
the building up of the body of Christ. Because we have the 
indwelling of Holy Spirit, we have the power to overcome 
sin, and we have the power to serve one another in the body 
of Christ. We are a people of power.
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The Church is a People 
of Hope and Purpose

The lack of true purpose and hope in the world today 
is evident. People look for purpose in their jobs, politics, 
charities, movements, etc. People likewise look for hope 
in many of those same places. They look to business lead-
ers. They look to political leaders. They look to leaders of 
movements. They might find some good. They might find 
some direction, but it’s all temporal.

I tend to chuckle when some new monument is unveiled 
and words like this are said, “This person is immortalized 
here today. They will never be forgotten. This person will 
go down in history with this eternal memorial.” I said that 
I chuckle, but I also am saddened. I don’t think the people 
and organizations that unveil such memorials realize one 
day all this will be gone. The hope and purpose these people 
are inspiring is temporal. 

The only thing which offers true hope is that which is 
truly eternal, the hope of eternity in heaven. In the church, 
we have the hope of eternity in heaven in the presence of 
God in fellowship with all those who also love and obey 
the Lord. This is the true and everlasting hope. We are go-
ing to spend eternity with Moses, Peter, Polycarp, Alexan-
der Campbell, R.C. Foster, Roger Chambers, Ed Bousman, 
Harvey Bream, Jack Cottrell… with each other. That is a 
hope worth pursuing. This is a hope worth living for.

This hope that we have is also the foundation of our 
purpose. As members of the body of Christ, we have a pur-
pose, a mission to fulfill. The hope of an eternity in heaven 
isn’t just for us. It is for as many as possible. We are called 
to take this message of hope into a hopeless world. We are 
called to take this message of purpose into a purposeless 
world. We are called to take the gospel — the good news — 
into all the world. Our lives have purpose in that we are to 
love our Lord with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. 
We are to take His message into all the world, making dis-
ciples who make disciples who make disciples until the end 
of time.

The Lord’s church is the place of hope and purpose. 
We are the people of hope and purpose. That is yet another 
reason why I love the Lord’s church. Because when we all 
get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!

Conclusion
One of the goals in writing these articles was to inspire 

others to recognize and celebrate the Day of Pentecost. 
Much more than that, I hope and pray that the significance 
of Pentecost is a daily remembrance. We should never take 
for granted the incredible gift that is the Lord’s church.

When we reflect on the Lord’s church, the beauty of 
His grand design ought to move us in our innermost being. 
We are members of an eternal family where forgiveness and 
healing are present. In this family, we are founded, guided, 
and sustained by the truth. We recognize that Jesus Christ is 
the founder, builder, and head of His church, and that He, in 
His infinite wisdom, has given us one another for so many 
wonderful reasons. We trust in the truth that the Holy Spirit 
empowers us to live victoriously. We put one foot in front 
of the other, day after day, because we have true hope and 
purpose knowing that one day it will be worth it all.

On that day, the Lord’s church, people from every na-
tion and all tribes and tongues, will stand before His throne 
as one. I can almost picture it even now. What a moment 
that will be! Maybe, just maybe, in that moment, I will look 

around at all my brothers and sisters and these words will 
fall from my lips, “I love the Lord’s church!” Let’s not wait 
until then to say these great words. Let us live daily declar-
ing for all to hear, “I love the Lord’s church!” Finally, let it 
be all for His glory!� ~RH

(Endnotes)
1 All Scripture references are from the NASB.

Brian Shulz is the minister of Kent Christian Church, Madison, IN.

Why I Love the Lord’s Church� (cont.)

The Lord’s church is the place of hope and purpose. We are 
the people of hope and purpose. That is yet another of the 
many reasons why I love the Lord’s church. Because when 
we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!
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About Our Lesson Writer
Covey Wise has served as an evange-

list at Monroeville Christian Church in 
Monroeville, Pennsylvania, for the past 
ten years. Before that, he spent his ca-
reer working in senior management and 
vice-president roles for large landscape 
companies. In addition to current full-
time ministry work at MCC, Covey is 
also a licensed real estate agent and oil 

& gas landman. He is a 2006 graduate of Florida Chris-
tian College and is presently enrolled in a master’s program 
through Summit Theological Seminary.

Covey and his wife, Katie, have been married for twenty-
three years. They have homeschooled their five children: 
Cody (married to Hannah), Josiah, Nathan, Leia, and 
Hunter, who range in age from twenty-two to four. Serving 
in ministry as a family, they have a special interest in 
encouraging youth, married couples, and young families 
through various ministries they oversee. Covey also leads 
the music ministry at MCC.

Covey and Katie’s primary desire is to see their family 
make it to heaven and to take as many people with them 
as possible. A primary joy in their life is to host groups for 
regular Bible studies in their home. They want their coun-
tryside home to be known as “A Little Outpost of Heaven.”

For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that He 

rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures. — 1 Corinthians 15:3–4



24	 Restoration Herald

Weekly Bible Lesson

Inner Struggles August 6, 2023Galatians 5:13-26 
(NASB)

Background of Text — Carefully and boldly, Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians emphasizes the freedom we have 
in Christ. It was also written to refute the teachings of 
those who were called Judaizers. Because this group 
wanted every new Christian to accept the Jewish laws and 
customs, they required strict adherence to the Sabbath, 
circumcision, Jewish feasts, and other regulations imposed 
by the Law.

In writing the book of Galatians, Paul was not discount-

ing the Law in any way. It had served its purpose. It had 
revealed God’s holiness and exposed sin. Now Paul want-
ed new converts to clearly comprehend they did not have 
to follow the teachings of the Judaizers to be justified in 
Christ. Furthermore, by following these traditional teach-
ings, a Gentile would, in effect, be relying on the works 
of the flesh for salvation and denying what Christ had ac-
complished through the work of the cross and empty tomb. 
Jesus had defeated sin and death!

Verses 13-15 — Our text begins 
with a call by Paul to freedom in 
Christ: freedom from the rigors of the 
Law and the bondage of sin. However, 
this freedom should never be viewed 
as a license to sin; rather it should be 
used to love and serve one another be-
cause love fulfilled the Law.

Apparently, the church in Galatia 
was facing serious fighting from with-
in, for Paul addresses their “biting 
and devouring” of each other. Sadly, 
untold numbers of churches encoun-
ter these same feelings within their 
membership today, destroying them-
selves in the process. What, then, 
is the solution? Quoting Jesus, Paul 
emphasized Jesus’s summation of the 
Law: love. When loving our neighbor 
as ourselves, we choose the best way 
to avoid selfish, fleshly, immature be-
havior, therein replacing it with hum-
ble acts of service toward one another. 
Consider two other passages regarding 
loving our neighbor: Philippians 2:1-
18 and James 3:14-4:2.

Verses 16-18 — Why do we some-
times experience conflict in our de-
cision-making and interactions with 
others? Could it be that our “biting 
and devouring” of others is directly 
related to our own fleshly desires? The 
pursuits of the flesh and the pursuits of 
the spiritual “are in opposition to one 
other.” The idea of “walking in the 
Spirit” is better described as walking 
spiritually, synonymous with the bibli-
cal idea of walking in the light. When 

we walk in the light, we live, think, 
and act to please Christ, knowing that 
we are a “new creation” in Christ. We 
understand He is “with [us] always, to 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 
How differently we would live if we 
could behold Jesus standing beside us 
every day! Since He has promised to 
always be with us, how should that af-
fect our decisions? How should it af-
fect our actions toward others?

Verses 19-21 — Paul lists acts of the 
flesh in these few verses and says they 
are easily noticeable. Note that even 
though sexual immorality, witchcraft, 
and drunkenness are listed, so are less 
noticeable acts such as jealousy, self-
ish-ambition, and envy. To make sure 
no one reads the list and says, “the act 
of the flesh I have a hard time with is 
not on the list,” Paul says, “and the 
like.” There are dire consequences for 
those who continue to live like this. 
They “will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” Those who practice these sorts 
of acts of the flesh are not living as 
though they have been redeemed by 
the blood of Christ. These kinds of 
acts lead us down the path of destruc-
tion, but the next list Paul gives is full 
of ideas that lead down the path of sal-
vation!

Verses 22-26 — Just as the acts of 
the flesh are obvious, so is the fruit of 
those who live spiritually. According 
to the context, Paul is probably not re-
ferring to the Holy Spirit but the spirit 
of our “inner man.” Certainly, the Holy 

Spirit has a part in our sanctification 
(Romans 8:5-17), but our spirit or in-
ner man also has the free will to follow 
the desires of God versus following 
the desires of the flesh (2 Peter 1:5-9). 
This is further proven by the fact that 
non-Christians can choose to display 
these same admirable qualities, while 
many Christians can choose not to dis-
play them.

Each one of us must develop spir-
itual fruit in our lives as the Holy 
Spirit works in us through the study 
and application of God’s Word. Jesus 
taught in Matthew  7:16-20 that we 
will recognize others by the condition 
of their fruit, whether good or bad. 
We do not condemn anyone—that is 
God’s job. We can, however, be fruit 
inspectors. Paul continues his case by 
recording characteristics of a life that 
is lived according to God’s will and 
in partnership with the Spirit. Much 
freedom exists within the fence of this 
list. Moreover, these characteristics 
are easily noticed by others. If we are 
not displaying them, then we are prob-
ably holding on to our former way of 
life. Mistakenly, we have forgotten 
what Christ suffered on our behalf. A 
life that bears spiritual fruit in concert 
with God’s character is proof one is 
being led by and walking by the Spir-
it. By living in this way, we will keep 
from becoming conceited and will in-
crease our focus on the welfare of oth-
ers, whether or not our own desires are 
fulfilled.
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Weekly Bible Lesson

Build Up One Another August 13, 2023Romans 14:10-23 
(NASB)

Background of Text — Romans 14 offers an alternative 
to passing opinionated judgments on another brother 
or sister in Christ. Paul persuades us to pursue useful 
attitudes and actions that build up, not tear down. Opening 
this chapter, he presents the case that an individual 
holding certain convictions in areas of preferences should 
ultimately keep them between himself and God. Sensibly, 
our choices and practices should be based on essential 
doctrine in His Word, not solely on our perspective.

Those who judge or condemn another over an opinion 
issue miss opportunities to “be at peace with all people.” 
No one should impose his or her personal viewpoints on 
another Christian, regarding areas of freedom in Christ. 
Such actions are Pharisaical. Who are we to judge God’s 
servants (v. 4)? Christ is “Lord of both the dead and the 
living” (v. 9). When He speaks, we listen and obey. When 
we obey, we mature the way He wants us to.

Verses 10-13 — The use of the word 
you in verse 10 should cause each of us 
to pause and think. Paul is addressing 
the judgment that we individually pass 
on our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
There is wholesome judgment of wise 
discernment, but there is also pride-
ful judgment of condemnation. Paul 
writes about the latter. Condemnation 
is reserved for God alone: “For we will 
all appear before the judgement seat 
of God” (v. 10). Knowing this should 
cause us to rethink the importance of 
our opinions and make sure that our 
convictions line up with God’s Word. 
We will all give an account of our own 
actions (v. 12). Matthew 7:2 reminds 
us, “with the measure [we] use, it will 
be measured to [us].” An opinionated 
judgment toward a brother or sister 
is an obstacle. Running the Christian 
race is hard enough without erecting 
hurdles of hurt and resentment on the 
track course of life. Simply put, “Let’s 
not judge one another anymore” (v. 
13).

Verses 14-15 — In 1  Corinthi-
ans 10:23 Paul states, “All things are 
permitted, but not all things are of 
benefit. All things are permitted, but 
not all things build people up.” There 
may be freedoms allowable within our 
Christian liberty, but if it produces a 
temptation for our brother, why par-
ticipate in it? Our actions influence 
others. If what we choose to do causes 
another to sin, then it is best not to in-
volve ourselves in it.

Based on Paul’s specific comments, 

one issue at hand dealt with eating 
certain foods. Paul was convinced that 
everything was clean. Under the new 
covenant, Christians were not bound 
to the same diet as the Jews were un-
der the Mosaic Law. However, if a 
brother felt he was violating his con-
science when eating meat sacrificed to 
idols (forbidden in the Old Testament 
Law), it would have been best not to 
eat that meat in his presence and sim-
ply abstain. Purposely continuing to 
do so while knowing it brought him 
spiritual pain would not have been 
loving. Do we ever display this care-
less attitude?

Verses 16-18 — Paul’s reasoning is 
we do not elevate our opinion towards 
an issue to such heights that it becomes 
a wound to our brother who holds an 
opposing view. In the grand scheme of 
God’s will, the strict adherence to the 
minutia of the law was not all that God 
desired. He wanted the hearts of men 
and obedience prompted by love. Our 
labor in the Lord’s church should not 
focus on matters of opinion, but mat-
ters of righteousness, peace, and joy 
(v. 17). This is what pleases Him, and, 
in doing so, we please our brother too.

Verses 19-21 — The word pursue 
in the Greek literally means “to make 
all effort” or “to come to a peaceful 
resolution.” The Lord hates division in 
the church and strife between brothers 
and sisters, so we must choose our bat-
tles carefully. Christ declared that the 
mark of identification for the church 
be agape love (John  13:35). In our 

squabbling over petty opinions, we 
destroy the work of God. We nullify 
all He has done.

Pointing at the church, the world 
comments, “Why would I want to be a 
part of that mess?” Instead, the world 
should want to point to the church as 
a refreshing example of attractive, 
Christ-like humility (Galatians  5:22-
26). Our freedom to choose certain 
habits as the early Christian’s chose 
certain foods should not become more 
important than building up our brother.

Verses 22-23 — Paul concludes this 
section by communicating the follow-
ing idea: sometimes it is best to just 
keep your opinion to yourself! How 
many church splits, tarnished minis-
tries, and broken brotherhood rela-
tionships could have been avoided if 
Christians had followed this wisdom 
and kept their opinions to themselves? 
A blessing is given in verse 22 to the 
mature Christian who realizes he has 
freedom within the law of Christ in 
matters of opinion. Innocently, he 
can partake out of a clear conscience. 
However, a warning is given to the one 
who eats and doubts. If he “eats” and 
is bothered by it, then it is an ongo-
ing area of weakness. Even though he 
may have an immature understanding, 
for him it is sin. He should abstain, 
and the other brother should—out of 
love—do the same. For the sake of 
our brother and the congregation, it is 
sometimes best to just keep our opin-
ion between us and the Lord.
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Weekly Bible Lesson

God’s Commendation August 20, 20231 Corinthians 4:1-21 
(NIV)

Background of Text — Christians are often overwhelmed 
by sin in the world. Bringing someone from the realm of 
darkness into the realm of light can be daunting because, 
in large part, the world is at odds with God. Teaching and 
preaching the Word of God will almost certainly bring 
ridicule and, at times, hostility. Thus, amid our exhausting 
evangelistic efforts, it can be tempting to compromise or 

retreat for the sake of avoiding confrontation. How can we 
keep our eyes fixed on the mission? In today’s text, Paul 
reveals a way: to avoid pride by pursuing the praise of 
God and not men. Overall, the church in Corinth had lost 
sight of this concept because it had drifted towards pride, 
complacency, and worldly influences.

Verses 1-5 — Paul had just finished 
chapter three by explaining how “the 
wisdom of the world” was “foolish-
ness in God’s sight.” Speaking spe-
cifically about the boasting of human 
teachings, Paul emphasized that only 
Christ’s wisdom mattered! Still today, 
all who have been entrusted with the 
gospel are to be trustworthy stewards 
by serving Him only. Peter confirms: 
“Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms” (1 Peter 4:10).

Although Paul was well educated, he 
kept a humble attitude. What mattered 
to him was God’s will. Conversely, 
using the gospel as a veil, many had 
sought the praise of men with wrong 
motives. Paul explains the Judgment 
Day will remove that veil while God 
sorts the motives of their heart. Con-
clusively, there is no point for us to 
regard spiritual leaders except upon 
the truths of God’s Word, for only 
He possesses the necessary knowl-
edge to judge the hidden intentions of 
men. Therefore, we ought to only seek 
God’s approval.

Verses 6-7 — Here Paul emphasiz-
es a particular punchline, “Do not go 
beyond what is written.” Evidently, 
some were adding words to the apos-
tles’ doctrine and making a law of their 
own. This is exactly how men of past 
ages and modern times have estab-
lished entire religious organizations. 
This punchline must be considered by 
what it does not say as well. It does not 
mean that we ignore principles taught 
in Scripture just because there is no 

“thou shalt not” statement for a spe-
cific prohibition. As Paul states else-
where, “‘I have the right to do any-
thing,’ you say – but not everything 
is beneficial. ‘I have the right to do 
anything’ – but I will not be mastered 
by anything.” (1  Corinthians  6:12). 
True disciples of Jesus will want to 
live like Christ. They will want to do 
as Paul instructed Timothy, “Watch 
your life and doctrine closely” (1 Tim-
othy 4:16). During all periods of his-
tory, many have gone beyond what the 
Word of God says. In doing so, they 
have elevated certain men above oth-
ers, whereas Paul reminds us here that 
no man should boast about himself. 

Verses 8-13 — It becomes clear in 
these verses that Paul is addressing 
an issue of pride within the Corin-
thian church. To effectively express 
how misguided their thinking was, 
Paul uses several illustrations. He is 
trying to expose the futility of regard-
ing themselves more highly than they 
ought—as though they no longer need-
ed the apostles’ wisdom and teachings. 
Because they sought honor and glory 
for themselves, Paul cleverly reminds 
them what truly awaits apostles of 
Christ: hunger, thirst, homelessness, 
persecution, hard labor, slander, ridi-
cule, and death. No one boasts about 
such conditions. Paul is hoping they 
will recognize the foolishness of their 
pride, having been reminded what true 
servants will suffer for Christ (2 Tim-
othy 3:12). 

Verses 14-17 — The purpose of 
this rebuke is not to shame them but 
admonish them. As any father would 

correct and direct the children he 
loves, Paul strives to do the same for 
his children in the faith. Within this 
loving context, he makes the plea, “I 
urge you to imitate me” (v. 16).

Reinforcing his previous labor for 
their sake, Paul sends Timothy to re-
mind them of the way of life in Christ. 
This difficult task for Timothy is the 
same task that preachers and teachers 
face in located ministries today. With 
an extra dose of patience, Timothy 
would need a firm reliance on the Word 
of God to address their conduct. Paul 
evidently held Timothy in high regard 
at this point to employ him for such a 
task. Some think Timothy was at least 
thirty years old, being well acquainted 
with the apostles’ teaching and Chris-
tian conduct. He was not a hireling. 
He was not someone to simply fill a 
pulpit. He was there to remind them of 
the doctrines of Christ, whether it be 
to exhort, encourage, or rebuke.

Verses 18-21 — Paul is hopeful that 
he will be able to visit them soon. This 
provided hope for those who longed 
for his return while being a deterrent 
for those who were causing problems. 
If the troublemakers were still active 
when Paul arrived, then he would 
certainly deal with the issue. Paul 
wished for them to return to Christ’s 
doctrine on their own with Timothy’s 
help, rather than having to use a spir-
itual rod of correction. This spirit of 
love and gentleness is God’s desire for 
disciplining His church when neces-
sary—for us to voluntarily discard our 
pride while seeking His approval and 
love.
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Weekly Bible Lesson

God’s Authority and Power August 27, 
2023

1 Corinthians 15:1-28 
Ephesians 1:15-23 (NIV)

Background of Text — In these passages, Paul explains 
the magnificence of Christ’s resurrection. Arguing the Son 
of God rose from the dead, Paul further supports this fact 
by referring to numerous eyewitnesses and even apostolic 
testimony. All of Christianity rests solely on the fact of 
His resurrection. The discussion in the Corinthian passage 
was evidently prompted by someone claiming, “There is 
no resurrection of the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:12). Swiftly 

and powerfully, Paul addresses this central topic, describ-
ing it as “of first importance” (v 3). Since the resurrection 
of the Messiah declares the authority of God, it is vital 
the church does not disregard or change it in any way. 
Through the resurrection of Jesus, God’s authority is on 
full display. Because He is the ultimate authority, we can 
place our hope and trust in Him and rely on the everlasting 
promises and blessings that are found only in Him.

1 Corinthians 15:1-28
Verses 1-4 — False influences 

had led some in the Corinthian church 
to doubt the gospel message stated in 
verse 3: “Christ died for our sins … 
was buried … and was raised.” Be-
cause salvation is found in no one 
else, Paul clarifies that it is only by the 
gospel of Christ that men can be saved 
(Romans  1:16). They had heard this 
message and accepted it. What had 
changed? They needed to be reminded 
of the profound truth of the gospel.

Verses 5-11 — Even today in a 
court of law, the most powerful tes-
timony is eyewitness testimony. By 
listing the names of individuals and 
groups who beheld Jesus in person 
and using the phrase, “most of whom 
are still living” (v 6), Paul presents a 
challenge for backsliders to seek out 
the truth for themselves. The friends 
and family who witnessed Jesus first-
hand as fully healed and perfectly 
restored could verify and prove His 
physical resurrection did indeed occur. 
Furthermore, Paul recounts he, too, 
witnessed the resurrected Christ. This 
was a qualification for being an apos-
tle (Acts 1:22), and he could vouch for 
the resurrected Lord.

Verses 12-19 — Paul begins his 
defense for why the resurrection is 
so important. First, if no man can 
be raised from the dead, then Christ 
has not been raised. If Christ did not 
raise, then we have no hope of resur-
rection either! Secondly, if Christ did 
not raise, then faith in Him is useless. 

Why preach or teach what He taught? 
All Christianity hinges on His resur-
rection. Lastly, if Christ did not raise, 
then all who have died in Christ are 
lost, and we, too, will die in our sins.

Verses 20-28 — Praise God He has 
risen! Paul emphatically proclaims 
this truth. To further explain why the 
resurrection of Christ is so important, 
Paul contrasts being “in Adam” versus 
being “in Christ.” Physical death came 
through Adam, but spiritual death 
is avoided by being found in Christ. 
Christ was the first to raise, and when 
He returns, those who are found faith-
ful in Him will be made alive (v 22). 
With verse 24, Paul begins a discourse 
of how the resurrection not only proves 
Christ’s ultimate authority but also the 
authority of God. Ultimately, the Bible 
declares God has all authority. Mat-
thew  28:18 shows He has bestowed 
that authority on His Son—authority 
over all powers (v 24), death (v 26), 
and everything else (v 27). This truth 
should cause us to trust Him through-
out life’s circumstances, share it with 
others, and remain faithful—unafraid 
of persecution and death because He 
has won the victory.

In the end, He will make things right 
for those who are His. This is Paul’s 
point. He wants his readers to realize 
what the Father has accomplished in 
providing an assurance of salvation 
through His Son. He is the offended 
holy God. He provided the cross of 
salvation. He decides the terms of par-
don. Therefore, we must do our part to 
be found in Him!

Ephesians 1:15-23
Verses 15-17 — For this reason 

refers to what Paul has just revealed 
in the previous verses. If we look at 
the first fourteen verses of Ephesians 
1, we will notice some eleven times 
that Paul uses the phrases in Him, 
in Christ, or in the One He loves. 
Roger Chambers referred to this as a 
“theological trip-hammer” due to the 
repetitive nature of the phrase. By 
repeating it many times, Paul clearly 
desires us to understand that the unique 
spiritual promises and blessings we 
have as Christians are found only “in 
Christ” (Ephesians 1:7-9). Because of 
this truth, we should constantly seek 
to know Him better.

Verses 18-23 — Multitudes today 
lack respect for authority in general—a 
direct result of their absence of 
correct theology. Still, many within 
these multitudes want Christ to be 
their Savior. They want to claim the 
promise of eternal life, but they do not 
recognize His authority as Lord. He 
cannot be our Savior unless we submit 
to Him as Lord. Paul’s use of language 
reveals his desire for the church in 
Ephesus is to remember that God’s 
will is supreme! The closing words 
in the final two verses of chapter one 
should be very sobering with this in 
mind. Only Jesus’s Lordship can bring 
fullness to our lives, individually and 
collectively as a church body. His 
Lordship should completely permeate 
everything we do.
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2022
Winning at Winchester.............September 1-3

Winchester, VA
Contact: ccmv4thebible@gmail.com

National Prayer Clinic............... October 10-12
Grundy, VA

Contact: Jerrybliffen@hotmail.com

Restoration Destination............November 6-8
North Myrtle Beach, SC

Contact: cclongs@sccoast.net

2024
Florida Bible Conference......... January 15-17

Kissimmee, FL
Contact: thecra@thecra.org

Winter Worship & Workshop.... February 12-15
Pigeon Forge, TN

Contact: stumpy_derek@yahoo.com

The CRA Today
Understanding the Times

— A CRA Seminar —
Turn on the news and just listen… Cultural 

Marxism, Wokeness, White Supremacy, Critical 
Race Theory, They/Them Pronouns, Social 
Justice, and on and on…

Attempting to understand all these buzzwords can 
be overwhelming. However, the truth of the matter 
is that in today’s world and in the Lord’s church we 
must know what all these terms mean. Behind these 
concepts is the worldview that is sweeping through 
our culture like wildfire and has taken root in the 
hearts and minds of entire generations.

This is a battle of truth versus lies. The Lord’s church 
must be prepared for this battle. This is ultimately a 
life-or-death battle, a battle for souls.

To help equip us in this battle, the CRA will 
be hosting a one-day seminar on Thursday, 
November 2, 2023, beginning at 9:00 am, entitled 
“Understanding the Times — Navigating 
the Culture while Contending for the 
Faith” led by Brian Schulz. Individuals can attend in 
person or online via live streaming. Cost is $25.00. 
Visit thecra.org to register. 


