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Meeting the Challenge
Standing Firm in the Faith in This Generation

By Jamie Franke

Study of history would teach us that certain challenges become prevalent to Christians in each generation. For example, 
in the early third century there was a controversy known as Monarchianism. This controversy had to do with the rela-
tionship between the Father and the Son. Some suggested that Jesus the Son was not fully God but was adopted. Others 

suggested that God changed modes from Father to Son (a view known as modalism). Neither of these views is consistent 
with Scripture, which teaches that Jesus was fully God and fully man. Monarchianism was a challenge prevalent to that 
time, and the Christians who lived then had to deal effectively with it.

An example from Restoration Movement history is the Declaration and Address written by Thomas Campbell in 1809. 
James North suggests that it is the most significant document the Restoration Movement has produced and that it “laid out 
the principles by which a reformation of the church according to the authority of the New Testament could be attained. Here 
is represented the distillation of a lifetime of thinking about the divisions that existed in the churches and what could be 
done about them.”1 In that time, the thinking began to flourish that people can leave manmade creeds and unite on the basis 
of the Bible alone and be known as Christians only. Breaking free from manmade creeds was a significant challenge for that 
generation. The Christians then had to effectively deal with it.

This may lead us to wonder: What is the key challenge in this generation and what can be done to meet this challenge?

Our Challenge
Perhaps the fundamental challenge we face today could simply be identified as the rejection of absolute truth, and spe-

cifically, rejection of the absolute truth of God’s word. The authority of God’s word is set aside for the notion that 
truth is relative—everyone makes up his own “truth” and does what is right in his own eyes.

This is nothing new. The authority of God’s word has been rejected by sinful man since the Garden of Eden. The 
continued on page 3
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John R. Mitchell

“Worn Out, Yet Fired Up!”

As I write this, it is a pleasant, summer day in mid-June here in the Cin-
cinnati area. I have just returned from what has become my regular 
week at the GAP Youth Preaching Camp, held each year in early June 

at beautiful Camp Wakatomika located in northeast Ohio. The Youth Preaching 
Camp was the vision and initiative of Kevin Yeager, an outstanding preacher 
familiar to many of our readers. I had the immense privilege to team with Kevin 
in June of 2007 to start this camp and the preaching camp has continued, with 
one exception, each year since.

I absolutely love working this camp. That said, I can not remember a time 
when I returned from the camp as worn out as this year. It is probably the 

simple fact that I am getting older, but I do not remember 
the cabin bunks being that hard 15 years ago! Do not be 
dismayed, however — I may be worn out, yet I am fired up.

As I have travelled the past year or so, it has become 
increasingly clear that there are many who are concerned 
about the lack of preachers in our churches. It is not just the 
need for a man to fill the pulpit so to speak, but the need 
for men who are doctrinally sound, preach baptism for the 
remission of sins, understand biblical church polity, and are 
committed to the many facets of located ministry. People 
sense the need for men who are all in for New Testament 

Christianity and are willing to take that message to a lost and dying world.

The GAP Youth Preaching Camp is one place where young men are being 
prepared for the work of preaching. Sure, we know that not all these young men 
will go into full-time ministry, but some will. However, all are being trained 
how to properly handle God’s word, something sorely needed in this and every 
generation.

So, as I contemplate the future of the church, this opportunity I had to spend 
five days in early June with 14 young men at the most recent GAP Youth 
Preaching Camp really fires me up. Why?

Passion. These young men love the church of Christ. Period. They are not 
bogged down with what the music looks or sounds like, what type of instru-
mentation is used in the Sunday morning worship service, whether the congre-
gation has a small group ministry, how exactly the Lord’s Supper is served, etc. 
They just have a pure, almost innocent love for the Lord and His church. This 
love manifests itself in a desire to know more about the person and work of the 
Lord, His word, and His will.

Hunger. They have a hunger for sound Bible doctrine. At the camp I teach 
hermeneutics. I confess that back in the fall of 2006 when Kevin first asked me 
to do this, I thought I was being sent on a kamikaze mission — this would be a 

continued on page 23



evil one has been at work deceiving people to disregard 
what God has said and to go their own way. However, while 
this is nothing new, it is certainly a prevalent challenge in 
this generation, and there are many examples of it…even 
within Christendom! God’s word is twisted and undermined 
and rejected as the absolute authority for life. Consider a 
few examples.

Science and the Bible
It is common in our world today to hear the notion that 

the Bible and science contradict each other, and since they 
contradict each other, we must believe science rather than 
the Bible.

Here’s how it often happens. A child goes to Sunday 
School and learns Bible stories (we should be careful about 
using that word). He then goes to school where he learns 
science, taught from a humanistic, evolutionary point of 
view, and he is taught that science and the Bible do not har-
monize with each other.

A distinction then grows in his mind. He goes to Sun-
day School and learns Bible stories and he goes to school 
and learns the “real stuff” in science class. At the end of 
it, because he has no one to show him why this thinking 
is incorrect, he ends up disbelieving Scripture. If Scripture 
cannot be trusted when it comes to the origin of the world, 
then why have anything to do with the rest of the teach-
ing of Scripture? In fact research tragically suggests that 
young people start checking out of church as early as mid-
dle school because of this great disconnect.2

Crumbling of the Foundation
Another contributing factor to the rejection of absolute 

truth—sadly, within Christendom—is the crumbling of the 
foundational doctrine of Scripture. The key doctrine of the 
inspiration of Scripture by the Holy Spirit and the resulting 
inerrancy and authority of Scripture are too often deempha-
sized, soft-peddled, or ignored. 

When the Bible is not held up as the absolute authori-
ty—the authority by which all matters of life and faith are 
understood and judged — people eventually start treating 
the Bible as just a good book among many rather than the 
Book above all. People start believing such false notions 
that the Bible may be true in matters of faith and salvation 
but is mistaken in matters of science and history.

Allowing the foundational doctrine of Scripture to crum-
ble opens the door to simply taking or leaving what we want 
from Scripture—effectively moving to relativism.

Poor Bible Interpretation Practices
Another way in which the authority of the Bible is under-

mined—sadly, also within Christendom—is through poor 
Bible interpretation practices. God chose to give us His 
message in human language using the “rules” of communi-
cating in human language. While we study the Bible like no 
other book because it is God’s Book, we are able to study it 
like any other book because it is written in human language 
using the normal “rules” of communicating in human lan-
guage.3

Problems occur when poor interpretation practices are 
applied to the Bible, effectively twisting God’s word to say 
something entirely different than its clear meaning. An ex-
ample of this is Romans 1:26-27. The clear meaning of this 
passage is that homosexual practices are sinful. However, 
some within Christendom, have chosen to ignore appropri-
ate principles of Bible interpretation and twist this passage 
to say that God is only against unfaithfulness in the rela-
tionship. Applied to the homosexual relationship, the “nat-
ural function” for them is homosexuality. They should not 
abandon this practice for heterosexual relationships! In this 
example, a clear teaching from God has been twisted into 
something else.

Tragically, what often really happens is that the student 
of the Bible wants the Bible to teach a certain doctrine or 
certain position. He then ignores appropriate Bible interpre-
tation practices and uses poor and unacceptable practices to 
twist God’s word to arrive at the position he desires. In prac-
tice, this is a move towards relativism in that God’s word is 
twisted to make it say what the student desires.

What can be Done
As we have noted, a key challenge we face today is the 

rejection of the absolute truth of God’s word—the authority 
of Scripture is set aside for relativism. However, identifying 
this key challenge is only half of the solution. The other half 
of the solution is putting to practice corrective measures to 
meet the challenge and stand firm in the faith in this gener-
ation. Here are several suggestions for corrective measures.

Hold the Authority of the Bible Before the 
Church

In the life of the church, make sure that the foundational 
doctrine of the Scripture remains strong. Teach and reteach 
in Sunday School classes and in the pulpit that the Bible 
is inspired by the Holy Spirit and is therefore inerrant and 
authoritative in our lives. Clearly tie all matters of faith and 
practice to the Bible.

Meeting the Challenge� (cont)
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Richard Koffarnus

Naturalism: 
The Anti-supernatural 

Worldview
Part 2

Beginning with the belief that all is matter, naturalists 
assert that several other important conclusions logical-
ly follow. These conclusions, taken together, summa-

rize naturalism’s worldview. 
First, if there is nothing beyond the 

Cosmos, then God cannot exist. The 
Humanist Manifesto II, a declaration 
of naturalist beliefs, confidently states, 
“We find insufficient evidence for be-
lief in the existence of a supernatural.... 
As nontheists, we begin with humans 
not God, nature not deity. Nature may 
indeed be broader and deeper than we 
now know; any new discoveries, how-
ever, will but enlarge our knowledge of 
the natural.”1

Second, the universe and everything in it, including living 
organisms, are the products of time, chance, and matter. As 
such, there is no overarching purpose to the universe or any-
thing in it. Francis Crick, the co-discoverer of the double 
helix structure of DNA, used to remind his students, “Biol-
ogists must constantly keep in mind that what they see was 
not designed, but rather evolved.”2

Third, humans, like all other organisms, are purely materi-
al. This means that you have no soul or spirit or mind. Some 
naturalists also deny that you have free will, claiming that 
all your decisions are determined by your material makeup. 
When you think of a new idea, all your brain is doing is gen-
erating electrical impulses. Atheist Daniel Dennett claims, 
“There is only one sort of stuff, namely matter—physical 
stuff of physics, chemistry, and physiology—and the mind 
is somehow nothing but a physical phenomenon. In short, 
the mind is the brain.”3

Moreover, there is no “you,” per se. Your personality is 
simply the sum of your behaviors, and when you die, “you” 
cease to exist. The Humanist Manifesto II declares, “Mod-
ern science discredits such historic concepts as the ‘ghost 

in the machine’ and the ‘separable soul.’ Rather, science af-
firms that the human species is an emergence from natural 
evolutionary forces. As far as we know, the total personality 
is a function of the biological organism transacting in a so-
cial and cultural context. There is no credible evidence that 
life survives the death of the body.”

Fourth, if humans are the products of evolution, with no 
intrinsic purpose, then our moral values have evolved as 
well, perhaps as a tool of self-preservation. Naturalists Mi-
chael Ruse and E. O. Wilson explain, “Human beings func-
tion better if they are deceived by their genes into thinking 
that there is a disinterested objective morality binding upon 
them, which all should obey. We help others because it is 
‘right’ to help them and because we know that they are in-
wardly compelled to reciprocate in equal measure.”4

There are several responses we can offer to these conclu-
sions. First, naturalism confidently asserts that there is no 
God, only matter. Their justification for this claim is that 
following the scientific method yields no proof of God’s 
existence, because, as they stated above, “any new dis-
coveries, however, will but enlarge our knowledge of the 
natural.” Thus, only by assuming that matter, alone, exists, 
and by limiting the search for God to scientific methodol-
ogy, which is geared to the study of matter, can naturalists 
guarantee the conclusion that God does not exist. However, 
the revelation of God’s existence through historical events, 
such as the parting of the Red Sea or the resurrection of Je-
sus, does not lend itself to traditional scientific study since 
these are not repeatable events.5

Second, if only matter exists, then naturalism must claim 
that all life originated from non-living matter. Thus, noted 
paleontologist George Gaylord Simpson claimed, “Virtually 
all biochemists agree that life on earth arose spontaneous-
ly from nonliving matter and that it would almost inevita-
bly arise on sufficiently similar young planets elsewhere.”6 
Eventually, the notion of spontaneous generation was re-
jected and replaced by the supposed process of abiogenesis, 
the theory that life evolved from inert chemical systems in 
a series of steps that eventually produced living organisms.

However, reproducing that process has been much more 
difficult than asserting it. After centuries of trying to spon-
taneously generate life from inert matter, in the last seventy 
years scientists have been able to produce some amino ac-
ids, polymers, proteins, and lipids, building blocks of life, 
under laboratory conditions which simulate the theoretical 



September 2021	 5

conditions of the early earth. Should they eventually suc-
ceed in creating simple life forms, they could then say that 
life could have originated from inert matter by “chance” (or, 
more correctly, in a lab experiment directed by scientists).

Third, the claim that the human mind is just the function 
of the brain, encounters serious difficulties. For one thing, 
naturalism is inadequate to explain either “mental facts” 
(thoughts, hopes, fears) or “institutional facts” (relation-
ships) in terms of material facts. We may “store” (or repre-
sent) facts electro-chemically in the brain, but that does not 
reduce the facts to electro-chemicals any more than storing 
data on a hard drive reduces the data to magnetized fields 
of “1s” and “0s.” Furthermore, J. B. S. Haldane notes, “If 
my mental processes are determined wholly by the motions 
of atoms in my brain, I have no reason to suppose that my 
beliefs are true.”7 Indeed, atheist Colin Blakemore argues 
that there is no discernable difference between conscious 
acts and acts caused by a damaged brain!8 In any event, if 
naturalism were right about mind-brain identity, how would 
we know it?

Finally, there is the issue of naturalistic ethics. Since I 
wrote three columns last year on ethics and the moral argu-
ment for God’s existence, I will keep my remarks here on 
the brief side.9 A common problem for naturalistic ethics is 
the is-ought fallacy. In other words, just because a certain 
state of affairs exists in nature, it does not prove that it ought 
to be that way. For example, a few years ago a British or-
nithologist discovered that among a certain species of bird, 
while the male would be busy building a nest, the female 
would be mating with another male. From this, by a leap of 
logic, the scientist concluded that marital infidelity would 
be good for human couples!

The truth is all naturalists should be some type of moral 
relativist. Without God, there is no basis for objective moral 
values and duties. Moral relativism is the only logical alter-
native. Yet naturalists are inconsistent on this point. For ex-
ample, atheist Richard Dawkins has written, “The universe 
we observe has precisely the properties we should expect 
if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no 
good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.”10 On the oth-
er hand, Dawkins has also declared, “But at the same time 
as I support Darwinism as a scientist, I am a passionate an-
ti-Darwinian when it comes to politics and how we should 
conduct our human affairs.”11 Dawkins’ moral ambivalence 
is not unusual among naturalists. When your options are to 
try to derive your ethics from purposeless, pitiless nature, or 
from your own feelings, you will be conflicted.

To sum up, naturalism assumes that matter and energy 

have always existed, that these account for the universe as 
we know it, and that our existence has no greater purpose. 
Naturalists believe that their worldview is superior because 
of its simplicity and relationship to modern science. Howev-
er, it is much more complicated than it seems at first glance. 
Naturalism holds that life came from inert matter, that order 
came out of disorder without any intelligent design, and that 
rational thought (or its appearance) is produced by irrational 
matter. The stress on this complicated worldview, especially 
from postmodernism, is beginning to show.
(Endnotes)
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4 Michael Ruse and E. O. Wilson, “Moral Philosophy as Applied Science” Phi-
losophy 61 (1986): 179.

5 The science of archaeology studies the material remains and artifacts of past 
cultures and events, but not the events themselves. Archaeologists can assume the 
role of historian when they examine eyewitness accounts and historical documents 
related to those events. 
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Jack Cottrell

OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST

PART TWO
QUESTION:

In the Bible, why is Jesus described 
and addressed by so many names and 
combinations of names? I don’t see 

such a variation in speaking of God the Father and God the 
Holy Spirit. Do you have any thoughts on this?

ANSWER:
This is Part Two of a three-part series and picks up, with-

out introduction, where Part One ended. Please see last 
month’s Restoration Herald for Part One.

II. THE TITLE LORD
Whereas “Jesus” is our Savior’s name, “Lord” and 

“Christ” are not part of His name but are actually titles by 
which He is known. These two titles have been applied to 
Jesus since His birth. When an angel announced this birth 
to the shepherds, according to Luke 2:11, his good news in-
cluded this statement: “Today in the city of David there has 
been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

The Greek word for “Lord” is kurios. In the Greek cul-
ture it was basically used for someone who was the owner 
of something, and whose ownership meant that he was the 
master or sovereign controller of that possession (such as a 
house or business or slave). It thus became a title of respect, 
similar to the way we use “sir” when addressing someone. 
For Biblical examples, see John 4:11,15,19; 12:21; 20:15; 
Acts 22:8. It was also used as a title of great honor, similar 
to the designation “lord” as used for British estate owners 
(e.g., Robert Crawley as Lord Grantham on “Downton Ab-
bey;” or Lord Henry Brinthrope on “Our Gal Sunday”—for 
those ancient enough to remember!). For Biblical examples 
of this latter usage, see Matthew 10:24; 18:25-34; 21:40.

A. As Lord, Jesus Is GOD.
Exactly what does it mean to acknowledge Jesus as Lord? 

I will explore two implications of this truth.

First, in New Testament times the Jewish people were 
usually quite familiar with the Greek language, especially 
since a couple of centuries earlier the Old Testament Scrip-
tures had been translated into Greek (referred to as the Sep-
tuagint, abbreviated as the LXX). This is very important for 
understanding the significance of kurios as applied to Jesus. 
Why is this so? Because in the LXX, wherever the holy 
name of God (i.e., Yahweh) appeared in the original Hebrew 
text, the LXX represents it in the Greek text as kurios. Thus, 
kurios appears in the Greek Old Testament over 6,000 times 
as the holy name of God. Whenever the Jews thus heard or 
used this term, it would be natural for them to be reminded 
of God.

This has two consequences. In the first place, and under-
standably, in the New Testament, kurios (i.e., “Lord”) is of-
ten used to refer to God in the general sense, and often to 
God the Father. See, e.g., Matthew 1:20-24 (“the angel of 
the Lord;” “spoken by the Lord”); Matthew 4:7, 10; Mat-
thew 22:37 (“Love the Lord your God”); Acts 2:39 (“the 
Lord our God”); Romans 9:29 (“the Lord Almighty”); Rev-
elation  4:8 (“the Lord God Almighty”). This shows how 
easily the word kurios would be associated with God in the 
Hebrew mind.

In the second place, given this background, when the title 
kurios was so frequently and naturally also applied to Jesus, 
we can see how the very use of this title was an indication of 
the fact that Jesus was considered to be divine, to be God, to 
be identified with God in some way. Consider, for example, 
how John the Baptist, in John 1:23, identifies his mission 
as fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy: “I am a voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
LORD’ [KURIOS],” referring to Jesus. He is quoting Isa-
iah 40:3, “Clear the way for the LORD [kurios in the LXX] 
in the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for 
our God.” Here we see how the title Lord, representing God, 
is applied to Jesus.

Another such example is that Jesus applies the title “Lord” 
to Himself in an exalted sense. In Matthew 7:22 He describes 
Himself in the role of the Judge on the final Judgment Day 
as being addressed as “Lord, Lord.” In Matthew 22:41-45, 
Jesus confronts His critics, the Pharisees, with the fact that 
the Spirit-inspired Psalm writer, David, in a prophecy of the 
risen Jesus’ ascension into heaven, “call[s] Him ‘Lord [kuri-
os],’ saying, ‘The LORD said to my LORD, “Sit at My right 
hand, until I put your enemies beneath Your feet.”’” Here 
Jesus is quoting Psalms 110:1, which uses the title kurios 
for both God the Father and for Jesus—God the Son.
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Other examples of how the title kurios is applied to Jesus 
with the connotation of divinity includes the Apostle Thom-
as’ worshipful confession of the risen Jesus as “my Lord 
[kurios] and my God” (John 20:28). Also, Acts 10:36 re-
fers to Jesus as “Lord [kurios] of all,” and Revelation 19:16 
identifies Him as “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS [kurios kuriön].” See also Revelation  17:14 and 
1 Timothy 6:15. In the latter text, it is GOD who is called 
“King of kings and Lord of lords.”

The main point is this: when we see Jesus addressed or 
referred to as LORD in the Bible, we should immediately 
think of Him as God—God the Son, God the Logos, one 
of the Trinity of persons known as Yahweh in Old Testa-
ment times. The human being Jesus did not appear on earth 
as immediately and inherently deserving of the title kuri-
os, but through His majestic battle against and victorious 
defeat over sin, death, and the devil, He earned the right 
to be called “Lord of all.” Thus, it is said in Acts 2:36 that 
God the Father “has made Him” Lord, i.e., the Father has 
declared and confirmed that this God-man Jesus has made 
Himself worthy of that title!

How does this affect our daily attitude toward Jesus? It 
means that we should think of Him as God—God the Son, 
alongside God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. It means 
that we should worship Him, just as we worship the Father 
and the Spirit. We must sing with hearts and souls and voic-
es, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power 
and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing” (Revelation 5:12). This is what we mean when we 
address Jesus as our LORD!

B. As Lord, Jesus is our OWNER.
I said above that when we refer to Jesus as Lord, this 

should cause us to think of Him in two main ways. For one 
thing, as we have just seen, it emphasizes His divine na-
ture. Now, in the second place, it should cause us to think of 
Him as our owner. We noted earlier that the root meaning 
of kurios is the owner or master of something. That Jesus is 
“Lord of all” thus means that He is the owner of everything. 

In Bible times, this concept of lordship as ownership ap-
plied to the ownership of slaves. To be the owner of another 
person—i.e., to have that person as a slave—means that you 
would have complete control over that person. As the slave, 
you would be responsible for doing whatever your lord or-
dered you to do. That would be horrible if the owner were 
completely selfish and mean and cared nothing about your 
well-being.

That God is our Lord in this sense of owner is a result of 

His role as our Creator (see Psalm  24:1-2). We therefore 
owe Him our very existence and our complete obedience to 
His will. We are His slaves by nature. This would be terrible 
if our Creator-God were mean and uncaring, but the oppo-
site is true. God is love, and everything He orders us to do 
as His slaves is for our benefit.

When Jesus came into the world as the incarnate God the 
Son, He was already our Owner-Lord because of the Lo-
gos’ participation in the original creation. But one thing the 
human Jesus of Nazareth did through His redemptive work 
was to establish His own role of ownership over us by this 
redemptive activity. How is this so?

For one thing, because of our sin, in our lost state we owed 
God the debt of eternal punishment in hell. Jesus, however, 
through His atoning death, paid that debt for us, and in a real 
sense became our owner, our kurios. As a Christian, you are 
not your own! “For you have been bought with a price!” 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20). “Now I belong to Jesus!” He owns 
me. As His slave, I owe Him my absolute obedience. Be-
cause He loves me, I love Him and am happy to obey Him 
(1 John 4:19; John 14:15, 23).

In addition to that, before we were saved, there was a 
sense in which Satan himself was our kurios or master, not 
by right but by deceit and force. We were “subject to slav-
ery” (Hebrews 2:14-15) by believing his lies and living in 
sin. We were slaves to “the god of this world” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:4). But when Jesus came into the world, one of His 
purposes was to confront the devil and defeat him (Rev-
elation  12:7-12), and to “drive him underground” (Reve-
lation  20:1-3), so to speak. Thus, when we accept Jesus’ 
grace, He rescues us from bondage to Satan and sin (Mat-
thew 12:29; Luke 4:18). We are now our Lord Jesus’ slaves 
instead of Satan’s—which is a 180o turnaround and a 100% 
better option!

One of the good things about being a slave to the Lord 
Jesus is that this slavery is not forced but voluntary; we 
choose to “surrender all” to Him. We do so in free-will trust 
and in heart-felt love. We take seriously what Paul says in 
Romans 10:9 – “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.”

Jesus is LORD! Jesus is OUR Lord—our God and Own-
er! Thank you, Lord, for saving our souls!

Dr. Jack Cottrell is a retired seminary professor and is the part-time 
teaching minister for the First Church of Christ in Greendale, IN. He is 
the author of many books. He may be reached by email: jackbarbcot@
juno.com.
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Jim Book

Buyer’s Remorse

Who among us has not experienced this at least 
once in our lifetime? Every ounce of our being 
told us to pass on the car, the deal that seemed 

too good to be true—and it turned out to be just that. We 
ended up making a payment every month for years for an 

automobile we hated getting into every 
day. What about the people who mar-
ry and then regret the decision? That 
is what they call “buyer’s remorse.” 
You see, you do not end up regretting 
it while you are shopping for something 
or while you are dating someone. It is 
only after the purchase or years after the 
ink dries on the marriage license that the 
regret sets in. 

When Samson woke up and found his 
head shaved by a woman hired to deceive him, he had his 
eyes plucked out by his enemies, only to regret giving away 
the secret of his strength. When the nation of Israel demand-
ed that God give them a king, he told them they would live 
to regret it. In 1 Samuel 8:9, God told Samuel, “Now then, 
listen to their voice, however you shall solemnly warn them 
and tell them of the procedure of the king who will reign 
over them.” In other words — they will have buyer’s re-
morse — and did they ever!

More recently, there seems to be some serious reflection, 
and even regret, coming from folks within the evangelical 
world. Cal Thomas wrote an article in March of this year 
entitled, “Buyer’s Remorse about Biden for Some Evangel-
icals.” In that article, he noted that many folks within the 
evangelical movement have had second thoughts or regrets 
about how they cast their votes last November. This vot-
ing block of “believers” referred to themselves as “Pro-life 
Evangelicals for Biden.” Many well-known authors, pastors,  
as well as many Bible College professors in our own move-
ment, made it clear they could not support Donald Trump. 
Henceforth, they, along with others within the evangelical 

world, encouraged (or should I say, “gave permission for”) 
all the mindless sheep to see the light and swing towards a 
kinder, gentler leader such as Mr. Biden. Cal Thomas wrote, 
“The group acknowledged that while Biden did not support 
their primary issue–that of protecting unborn human life–he 
was more consistent with the biblically shaped ethic of life 
than Donald Trump.”  

Now that we are well into Mr. Biden’s first year of his 
“presidency,” there seems to be some wailing and gnashing 
of teeth coming from the Pro-life Evangelicals for Biden. 
After witnessing Biden going on an executive order frenzy, 
the group issued a statement a few months ago, “Evangel-
icals and Catholics felt used and betrayed, especially as it 
related to the President’s recently stated opposition to the 
Hyde amendment, which Biden supported for years, which 
prevents taxpayer funding for abortions.” 

Tony Perkins, who heads up the Family Research Council 
based in D.C., issued his own response to these blind and 
naïve voters: 

“They can’t say they weren’t warned. Everyone 
in America knew where Joe Biden stood on abor-
tion—because he told them. In 13 debates, multiple 
campaign ads, and a Planned Parenthood town hall, 
no one had any doubt that if this man won the White 
House, his folksy faith talk would take a backseat to 
this political deal with the far left.” 

That is exactly how anyone with a functioning brain cell 
knew it would play out. Mr. Biden also made it perfectly 
clear he would do everything in his power within the first 
100 days of his presidency to push the “In-Equality” Act 
down the throats of Christian colleges and universities, 
as well as churches and para-church organizations. If this 
Biden-induced bill passes the senate, it will be a huge set-
back for the Right to Life Movement. Matt Staver, who 
is the President of the Liberty Council, states, “Late term 
abortions will be federally protected. Every state law will be 
overridden. No one, not even religious institutions or doc-
tors, will be allowed to refuse to provide such horrific, life 
ending ‘service’.” He goes on to warn, “Health insurance 
offered by churches, religious schools and employers must 
cover abortion. No one can refuse because the ‘Equality 
Act’ revokes the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.” 

What I cannot understand is why so many professed 
Christians, and I am referring to educated men and women 
whom I believe love the Lord, would actively support and 
vote for someone who made these promises against the un-
born in America. Oh, I heard from some of my colleagues 
that they just could not tolerate another four years of the 
“childish antics” of Mr. Trump. The juvenile tweets and the 
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adolescent posturing from the nation’s highest office left 
many in the evangelical world nauseated.

Okay, you know what, I get it. Sometimes I cringed when 
President Trump went off script. He did remind me at times 
of old King Nebuchadnezzar. When his pride and arrogance 
got to him, God sent him up to the hills to roam the moun-
tainside like a wild beast until he humbled himself. How-
ever, as put out as I was at times with President Trump’s 
brutish disposition, he was the only sitting president to 
speak at the Right to Life Rallies in D.C. He would never 
declare war on women’s sports and remove the churches’ 
right to hire those who comply with biblical standards. The 
“In-Equality Act” that Biden is pushing to pass will gut re-
ligious institutions. We allowed too many snowflakes in our 
movement to permit their feelings to get in the way of sound 
political judgment. 

Couple all this with the horrific way Biden and his admin-
istration are handling, or mishandling, the crisis at the bor-
der, and I say to the Pro-Life Evangelicals for Biden—you 
are reaping what you have sown. You sold out and now the 
nation will reap the fallout. Political and Spiritual Buyer’s 
Remorse! Get used to it, folks! We are only in the first year; 
there are three more years to go…

James C. Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian Church of Kis-
simmee, FL. Contact him at Jim.book@kissimmeechristianchurch.org.
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Jennifer Bullard

Faith, Trust and Rocks

I recently returned from a trip to Haiti with Haitian Chris-
tian Outreach (HCO) where the poverty and desperation 
persist, unchanged for the nearly 40 years I’ve been vis-

iting the island. While running medical clinics in remote 
areas, common complaints noted had 
to do with acid reflux, which is a by-
product of starvation. Aches and pains, 
headaches, and wounds of various kinds 
were frequently addressed miseries. 
With limited supplies in hard-to-reach 
areas where hospitals and treatment 
centers are hours away, people waited 
three hours for a handful of Tylenol. 
Portioning out pieces of soap were a 
prescribed remedy for certain ailments. 
Oftentimes, the people who’d come for 

help did not know their birthday or had never stood on a 
scale, which complicated the intake process that aided the 
doctors treating the maladies. 

Long-term missionary friend, Roro Eustache, who has 
planted a number of churches among the Haitians, is again 
working toward a new build for an assembly of believers in 
the southern village of Peredo. Currently, there are slatted 
walls around the four sides of their meeting place with hun-
dreds of dollars needed to complete a sustainable building. 
No matter how many times I’ve gone to Haiti, I’m always 
left with an overwhelming sense of what hasn’t yet been 
done.

Even the prospect of converting the Haitian people to 
Christianity is not straightforward as years of superstitions 
and dark influences from voodoo must be conditioned out 
of the new believer. Learning and understanding scripture is 
impacted by the high illiteracy rate. One is forced to face the 
reality that the task is so enormous that only God in His pas-
sionate love and eternal existence can steer the works of the 
kingdom forward. On an individual level, it feels a lot like 
Robert Frost’s concluding words to his poem, Stopping by 

Woods on a Snowy Evening, when he writes, “The woods 
are lovely, dark and deep, but I have promises to keep, and 
miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep.” 

HCO’s stateside director, Megan Schreiber, expressed to 
me that she prayerfully negotiates feeling frozen after com-
ing home from such trips because the scale of work to be 
done and the heartfelt passions to provide solutions over-
whelms. It’s as if leaving such monumental need in both the 
flesh and the spirit places you in a space where the world 
becomes a giant whiteboard with absolutely no words on 
it and you’re standing there holding the marker. What’s the 
plan? What are the goals? What next? How? When? It’s 
the “freeze” response to trauma as opposed to “fight” or 
“flight.” Have you ever felt like the world is a whiteboard 
and, somehow, you’re holding the marker?

Much has been documented in health journals of the fight-
flight-freeze responses, all of which are involuntary and 
are universally experienced in circumstances of perceived 
threats. Fight or flight are active responses and trigger in-
creased heart rate and heightened senses among other phys-
iological changes. Healthline describes the freeze response 
in this manner: “It’s also called reactive immobility or at-
tentive immobility. It involves similar physiological chang-
es, but instead, you stay completely still and get ready for 
the next move.” It’s attempting to calculate one’s way out 
of a threat. It’s coming up with something to write on that 
whiteboard that matters or makes a difference…before it’s 
too late. The best part of this conversation is, though Megan 
and I both relate to the “freeze” response to the threat of 
Haiti’s despair, we know God is the only way to survive the 
crisis. He is the calculation.

How is our Spirit reacting to the giant whiteboard? This 
got me thinking about faith and trust for the believer. Faith 
is something one has, and trust is something one does. 
Many occasions in scripture, Jesus says a person’s faith 
saved them or made them well, whether it was the bleeding 
woman or the lepers or the blind beggar. In these instances, 
those whom He’d healed believed that Jesus was capable of, 
or willing to heal them.
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The value of trust is being confident in the outcome be-
cause of the preponderance of the evidence. Jesus repeated-
ly claimed His deity and demonstrated His deity. Trusting 
in His word is to demonstrate to Him that His authority or 
believability is known to us. We can trust God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit because their character is well established. 
They keep their promises. They clothe the fields with lilies 
and feed the birds and provide our redemption and answer 
prayers and share wisdom generously and never leave or 
forsake us.

When your whiteboard is blank, choose faith. Believe 
because you’ve decided to trust that God will provide the 
answers to that empty canvas before you. Faith is this glo-
riously reckless move that makes crazy sense because God 
loves interfacing with us beyond the flesh. Get ready be-
cause spiritual aliveness will come at you zealously! It’s 
facing the world with that marker in your hand knowing 
you’ve got what it takes to cover that whiteboard until there 
is no more space left to write. Jesus said in Matthew 17:20 
that faith moves mountains. If you choose faith, you’ve 
joined the ranks of the righteous, says Romans 1:17. The 
end result of choosing faith is the salvation of your soul, 
according to 1 Peter 1:8-9. 

While in Haiti, I watched one of the trip participants fall 
in love with the country, and I watched the country fall in 
love with her. She’s now in the process of taking all the 
steps to make Haiti her full-time ministry. There are a lot 
of prayer stops along the way as job, family, and finances 
must come in line. I told her it was as if I was watching God 
actively building a bridge she was already crossing. If this 
servant didn’t turn to faith as an alternative to the “freeze” 
response, she could end up standing still on the very planks 
God intends to use to finish the bridge. Faith is choosing to 
believe carte blanche, just like that whiteboard. It is believ-
ing without a word.

Trusting in God is living securely because of what He has 
proven to us throughout all of time. He’s told us who He 
is and described Himself to us. Exodus 34:6-7 says, “The 
Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in faithfulness and truth; who keeps 
faithfulness for thousands, who forgives wrongdoing, vio-
lation of His Law, and sin…” He keeps His promises. His 
authority cannot be denied. Psalm 9:10 calls out the prac-
tical reality of trust. If we know Him…truly know Him, 
then trust is a given, “And those who know Your name put 
their trust in You, for You, O Lord, have not forsaken those 
who seek You.” Jesus said of intimacy with Him, “I am the 
good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me” 

(John 10:14). Our Father, God, and our Savior, Jesus, are 
knowable and consistent. “Jesus Christ is the same yester-
day and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Trust has been 
made so attainable. It is on us to not let it be complicated. 

When the whiteboard is replaced by faith and trust in 
what and who we know God to be, there is no fight, flight, 
or freeze. There is forward, and here is what forward looks 
like. Roro, who now finds himself with the need to build a 
sustainable church building for a body of believers, doesn’t 
have the funds today. Therefore, he has told the impover-
ished Haitian Christians that when Sunday comes, “bring 
a rock.” Every Sunday, the Haitian Christians gathering 
for worship come with rocks of large sizes and pile them 
in front of their slatted wood shelter because those rocks 
will be pounded down to gravel that is used to fortify the 
foundation of their future church building. These devoted 
Christians with empty bellies pull resources from the earth 
to move their goal forward to have a house of worship. This 
most certainly isn’t something we would have probably list-
ed on our whiteboards as an action item, nor is it something 
that will make things look much changed for quite a while. 
Nevertheless, what must God think and feel when He sees 
His children towing rocks to church so that someday they 
will have a house for Him to call His own? That is what 
faith looks like, and that is what trust acts like. The white-
board is blank no more.

Jennifer Bullard is a self-employed landscape photographer from Rush 
County, Indiana. She can be contacted by email at jenniferbullard@
weatheredfencepost.com.
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Teach Others to Defend the Faith
The church must not stand idly by as the world attacks 

and undermines the Bible. Instead, all Christians—includ-
ing children—need to be equipped to defend the faith. Show 
how it is reasonable and appropriate to hold that the Bi-
ble is God’s Book and that it is without error in all things. 
Show how science really does not contradict the Bible. Help 
others be able to give real answers to the objections used 
against the Bible today.

Practice Good Expository Preaching
Expository preaching, preferably through books of the 

Bible or sections of the Bible (such as the Sermon on the 
Mount), should be the preferred methodology of preaching 
in the life of the church. The goal of expository preaching is 
to expose or lay open the meaning of the text before others. 
The preacher sets forth the meaning of the text and helps the 
listener discern ways in which the text applies to life.

Among other things, preaching through books (or sec-
tions) of the Bible provides an example of understanding 
the meaning of the text based upon sound principles of Bi-
ble interpretation and helps ensure that the whole counsel 
of God is set before the church. This last point is crucially 
important in that it helps the preacher tackle the tough pas-
sages and difficult subjects he might not otherwise cover.

It should be noted that even topical preaching should in-
corporate principles of expository preaching. A message on 
a given topic that brings together several passages of Scrip-
ture sets forth the meaning of individual passages in their 
respective contexts.

Preach and Teach with Depth
Preaching and teaching in the life of the church needs 

to be at a depth that challenges listeners. Too often adults, 
and even elementary aged children and teens, are not given 
enough credit for the depth of teaching they are capable of 
understanding.

Take into consideration all the preaching and teaching op-
portunities in the life of the church and make sure that at 
least some of them are at a depth that challenges the more 
mature members of the congregation. For example, a Sun-
day morning message might normally be at a depth that 
challenges the average church member. However, a Sunday 
evening or Wednesday evening lesson or Sunday school les-
son might be purposefully aimed at a deeper level.

Teach Others How to Study the Bible
It is important for each Christian to learn to study the Bi-

ble for him/herself. Not only should members of the congre-
gation receive an example of this through the preacher and 
Sunday School teachers, but they also need to learn basic 
principles of Bible interpretation for themselves.

Among other things, this helps prevent church members 
from being led astray by poor conclusions about the mean-
ing of Scripture based upon poor methods of Bible inter-
pretation. Consider, for example, a series of lessons in a 
Sunday School class that focuses on how to study the Bible. 
Help equip people with the tools they need to study God’s 
word over a lifetime.

Be Titus 1:9 People
Titus 1:9 is part of the qualifications of an elder. He must 

be one “holding fast the faithful word which is in accor-
dance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to ex-
hort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.” 
While this is something an elder must be able to do, it is 
something all Christians should aspire to do.

Notice especially what one who holds fast to the faithful 
word is able to do: 1) exhort in sound doctrine; and 2) refute 
those who contradict. Both are important.

Exhorting in sound doctrine involves the ability to set 
forth what God’s word teaches. It sets forth the right things 
to believe and practice. Yet that is not enough. We also need 
to be people who can refute those who contradict. Chris-
tians need to be able to adequately understand and explain 
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elder of the Union Grove Christian 
Church in Barboursville, VA, for 
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been married to his wife, Brenda, for 
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ents of a son, Christopher (married 
to Renee). Steve grew up in Barbo-
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He is a 1970 graduate of the University of Virginia with 
a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and worked for many 
years in the electrical distribution equipment and oph-
thalmic lens equipment industries as a design and manu-
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Steve desires to know and present God’s word accu-
rately and clearly so that unbelievers may come to obedi-
ent saving faith and Christians may grow in their love for 
and service to our Lord Jesus Christ.

continued on page 27
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Exodus 15:11-21 
(NKJV) Celebrating with Song September 5, 2021

Background of Text — One of the most well-known 
events recorded in the Bible is found in Exodus 14 in what 
is known as the Red Sea Crossing. Although mocked and 
ridiculed by skeptics and religious liberals as just a fairy 
tale, it nevertheless stands as a testament to God’s faithful-
ness in delivering Israel, as He promised, from Egyptian 
bondage and the armies of Pharaoh. It is a true account. 
As Psalm 119:89 declares, “Forever, O Lord, Your word is 
settled in heaven.”

Our passage picks up where Moses and the children of 
Israel, having come safely through the Red Sea via God’s 
supernatural parting of the waters, break out into a song of 
praise and worship to the Lord for His great deliverance. 
Should not we believers in Christ also be overflowing with 
gratitude with a song in our hearts, not just for a tempo-
rary, physical deliverance, but for an eternal one purchased 
by the very blood of the Son of God?

Everyone loves a familiar tune. 
Whether musically gifted or not, we 
all hum and mentally sing songs to 
ourselves that we heard on the radio 
or possibly learned in church years 
ago. They resonate with us forever 
and often remind us of some event or 
situation that was occurring when we 
first heard the song. Most certainly, 
because of what they had just experi-
enced, the Song of Moses that those 
Israelites sang that day would become 
deeply ingrained in their minds, a nar-
rative of their amazing deliverance.

Exodus 15:11-13 — Those rhetor-
ical questions, “Who is like You, O 
Lord, among the gods?” and “Who is 
like You, glorious in holiness, fearful 
in praises, doing wonders?” required 
no answer. Israel knew from the pa-
triarchs, from generations past, that 
THERE IS NO ONE, NO ONE LIKE 
YOU LORD!

Such exaltations of God are reminis-
cent of similar expressions of majes-
ty that John heard in his vision of the 
Heavenly Throne Room in Revela-
tion  5. The four living creatures, the 
24 elders, and many angels said (loud-
ly!), “Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain to receive power and riches and 
wisdom, and strength and honor and 
glory and blessing!”

Although we describe these Exodus 
verses as “The Song of Moses,” they 
might well be titled “Praise to the God 
Who Saves.” It is the Lord God that is 
the focus: 49 times in this short song 

God’s name is referenced (Lord, You, 
Your, etc.)! This song of celebration 
is, in fact, a song of praise to God!   

15:14-16 — Not only did God pro-
vide deliverance for Israel that day, 
but He also promised to vanquish their 
enemies in days to come. The people 
of Philistia, Edom, Moab, and Canaan 
were all pagans and idol worshippers 
who opposed Israel. Egypt’s boast-
ing had already come to naught and 
words of judgment and defeat (afraid, 
dismayed, trembling, etc.) portend the 
same future for these other peoples. 
Who but the Lord alone is sovereign 
over the nations? Who but the Lord 
is worthy to be praised? Who but the 
Lord is to be feared above all?

15:17, 18 — God’s provision for 
escape from their immediate pursuers 
and God’s promise to guide and pro-
tect them from enemies in the future 
are just steps along the path in God’s 
plan to bring the Israelites into the 
Promised Land. We know from the 
scriptural accounts of their wilder-
ness wanderings that they were not 
always faithful and did not obey and 
trust God, but His purposes could not 
be thwarted. Such truth is as glorious 
for the Christian today as for the Is-
raelites thousands of years ago. So 
often we only see obstacles, but God 
sees the victorious end. As verse 17a 
says, “You will bring them in and 
plant them in the mountain of Your 
inheritance…” God is sovereign over 
all foes. Recall His faithfulness and be 

mindful to always trust Him, especial-
ly when your way seems dark and un-
certain and filled with troubles.

15:19-21 — The celebration con-
tinued. After the large group’s singing 
stopped (or possibly as an accompa-
niment to it), Moses’ sister gathered 
with the women and continued the 
song’s refrain with music from a tim-
brel (essentially a tambourine) and 
dancing. Even though Israel might 
well have continued immediately on 
the long journey ahead, singing and 
dancing were more important at the 
time. Why? Because they were acts 
of worship “unto the Lord.” Scripture 
tells us that the cherubim sing “Holy, 
holy, holy” unendingly; they never 
stop. No amount of Godly singing, 
praise, thanksgiving, or worship is 
ever excessive!

A final thought: This beautiful 
song and many other accounts of Is-
rael’s wilderness experiences are not 
just preserved for us as history, but 
they also serve a deeper purpose. The 
Apostle Paul tells us in 1  Corinthi-
ans  10:6, 11 that they are examples, 
object lessons, written for our admo-
nition so that we Christians should not 
do as they did. Israel rejoiced in song 
at the Red Sea deliverance, but lust-
ing, tempting God, committing immo-
rality, and complaining followed in 
the days, months, and years thereafter. 
We praise God, as those Israelites did, 
for His merciful intervention, but we 
must never emulate their sinful ways!

Weekly Bible Lesson
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2 Samuel 6:1-5, 
14-19 (NKJV) Celebrating with Enthusiasm September 12, 2021

Weekly Bible Lesson

Background of Text — The Ark of the Covenant rep-
resented God’s presence in the midst of His people. In it 
were the Ten Commandments stone tablets, a pot of man-
na, and Aaron’s almond rod that had budded. These tangi-
ble holy remembrances of God’s guidance and provision 
in Israel’s wilderness wanderings were a religious focal 
point for the nation.

King David organized a great ceremonial spectacle to 
retrieve the ark from its temporary resting place in Kir-

jath-Jearim and bring it to Jerusalem, but it was stopped 
short as God brought an immediate judgment of death 
when the ark was touched. A second transport, months lat-
er, again with great singing and dancing, was made suc-
cessfully, although David’s frenzied behavior caused his 
wife to despise him.

David’s experiences should cause us to consider care-
fully how we approach public worship and celebration ac-
tivities.

2 Samuel 6:1-5 — Although the 
ark had been under protection in the 
house of Abinadab, the area was as-
sociated with pagan Baal worship. It 
is understandable, then, that David 
wanted to get it back to a proper home 
in Jerusalem. His great love and rever-
ence for the Lord was apparent from 
psalms he wrote. His desire to honor 
God is probably why he wanted to 
make such a great show at this time. 
Praising, singing, and shouting to God 
was a recurring theme in his psalms. 
Psalm 34:1 is typical, “I will bless the 
Lord at all times; His praise shall con-
tinually be in my mouth.”

David had gathered 30,000 men for 
the event and set the ark on an oxcart, 
transporting it the way the Philistines 
did when they returned it years before. 
However, according to Exodus 25:14 
and Numbers 4:1-15, when the ark was 
to be moved, it was to be carried on its 
poles by Kohathites and touched by 
no one else. His enthusiasm to honor 
and protect the ark was commendable, 
but he was devising his own method, 
not what was ordained by God. Even 
songs of praise and dancing before the 
Lord did not change the fact that the 
entire process was contrary to God’s 
word! Recall the story in 1 Samuel 15 
when Saul was confronted by Samuel 
for not utterly destroying the Amale-
kites as God had commanded. Saul’s 
reasons for sparing the king and the 
best animals were of no value, as Sam-
uel declared, “…Behold, to obey is 

better than sacrifice, and to heed than 
the fat of rams.” Obedience to God, 
even for kings, is paramount. 

David’s approach to relocating the 
ark provides an unmistakable object 
lesson for us today. As we serve God, 
we must be careful not to let our zeal 
and manmade plans take the place of 
what God has directed and made clear. 
Even if God had not struck down the 
one touching the ark, David was still 
wrong, doing precisely what was for-
bidden. Many in the so-called “Chris-
tian” world today perpetuate a similar 
error, substituting their enthusiasm 
and activities for obedience to God’s 
word.

6:14-19 — After a three-month hi-
atus, the ark was finally brought to 
Jerusalem in another great celebratory 
procession. There was dancing, shout-
ing, music of trumpets, and animal 
sacrifices. As the ark was placed into 
the tent or structure that David had 
prepared for it, burnt offerings and 
peace offerings were made. Blessings 
and gifts of food to the people con-
cluded the day’s joyous activities.

David’s dancing during the celebra-
tion was quite exuberant, as we are 
told he, “…danced before the Lord 
with all his might…” He even wore 
a priestly ephod. It seems that David 
was “caught up in the moment” in ec-
static praise as he was “…leaping and 
whirling before the Lord.” David, the 
king, worshiped and rejoiced. The ark 

was coming home! Even amid such 
joy, however, David’s wife, Michal, 
saw his display and “…despised him 
in her heart.” His enthusiastic worship 
celebration was shameful, not befit-
ting a king, she thought. 

Christian groups vary greatly in the 
way in which they conduct public wor-
ship. What is proper and fitting, how-
ever, must not be determined merely 
by the customs and traditions of one’s 
particular church or fellowship, but 
rather, must be in accordance with 
the declarations of God’s word. The 
Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 11 and 
14, 1 Timothy 2, and in other places as 
well, gives guidance for ministry and 
worship in the public assembly. The 
Lord Jesus Christ himself affirmed 
what is at the heart of acceptable wor-
ship, as He told the woman at the well 
in John 4:24: “God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.”

Even without engaging in unsanc-
tioned actions and the extreme be-
havior that David displayed, our pub-
lic worship celebration may still not 
please everyone. That is not unexpect-
ed — worship is to be directed toward 
God, not man. Therefore, we must ask 
and carefully consider in any worship 
or service, “Does this activity honor 
and bring glory to God?” Our wor-
ship will do just that and be pleasing 
to God if we simply approach Him in 
accordance with His revealed Word.
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Mark 10:46-52 
(NKJV) Celebrating Expectantly September 19, 2021

Weekly Bible Lesson

Background of Text — Have you ever suffered a mis-
fortune so great you had to beg just to survive? When one 
pleads for assistance with no ability to repay, all pretense, 
pride, and self-exaltation is gone. There is only the hope 
that someone, somewhere, will help. That was exactly the 
situation of Bartimaeus. There he was, a blind man, beg-
ging by the side of the road. He knew what he really need-

ed was more than a few coins in his hand; he knew that he 
needed a Divine healing touch.

Today, however, it is a sad commentary on sinful hu-
manity that so many with perfect physical eyesight and 
all the resources of this world are not aware that they are 
spiritually blind. Just as in Bartimaeus’ case, being made 
well can only come through Jesus.

Mark 10: 46, 47 — Jesus, having 
ministered for several years, was now 
well-known throughout the area. As 
He was leaving Jericho (along with 
the disciples and “a great multitude”), 
Bartimaeus must have heard someone 
mention Jesus’ name. The first words 
out of his mouth were “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” He had a 
real need, not just a selfish request like 
that uttered by James and John proba-
bly just a few miles back. They wanted 
Jesus to allow them to sit beside Him 
in His glory. What a contrast! One 
who has virtually nothing desires only 
mercy, while others who have been so 
blessed to sit at the feet of the Master, 
apparently just want honor and pres-
tige.

10:48 — Bartimaeus was persistent. 
Although he was looked upon as a “no-
body” and told to be quiet, he repeated 
his plea. The fact that he referred to Je-
sus as the Son of David indicates that, 
at the very least, he knew Jesus was of 
royal lineage and may possibly have 
realized he was in the presence of the 
Messiah.

Repeating one’s request (or praise or 
thanksgiving) when talking to God is 
never wasted effort. Christians are told 
to pray often, to pray without ceasing. 
Jesus said He spoke the parable of the 
Unjust Judge in Luke  18:1-8 so that 
“…men ought always to pray and not 
lose heart.” That is what Bartimaeus 
was doing!

10:49, 50 — The crowd wanted 
Bartimaeus silenced, but Jesus want-
ed him heard and had him summoned. 
The scripture tells us Jesus “stood 
still.” He was on the way to Jerusa-
lem with a great entourage, yet willing 
to bring it all to a halt when a lowly 
blind beggar cries out for mercy. The 
similarity between Bartimaeus’ plea 
and a Christian’s prayer must not be 
missed. In both instances, the world 
and its ways and priorities would at-
tempt to drown out the petitioner, but 
God always hears, God always listens. 
One can always get an audience with 
God. Passages such as this should be a 
cause for sober reflection: God always 
has time for me, but do I have time for 
God?

Bartimaeus’ status as a lowly beggar 
was probably because he had no fami-
ly to provide any assistance, and quite 
possibly the only possession he had 
was his clothing. Even so, he threw his 
cloak off and went to Jesus. One who 
is destitute divests himself of what lit-
tle he has just to be in the presence of 
Jesus. He would not allow anything to 
encumber him—everything else was 
of lesser importance.

It is said that those who are defi-
cient in a particular physical senso-
ry ability are compensated by some 
other sense’s extreme acuity. Even 
though Bartimaeus could not see Je-
sus, his keen hearing allowed him to 
go directly to the One speaking to him. 
What beautiful imagery of an obedient 

Christian! When the Lord commands, 
Christians are to go. They do not need 
to hear an audible voice, though, as 
God has already spoken through His 
Word! May we obey, as did Bartimae-
us, in faith without hesitation.

10:51, 52 — Jesus undoubtedly 
knew what Bartimaeus wanted, never-
theless He asked him, “What do you 
want Me to do for you?” His response 
would be a perfect object lesson for 
the disciples. Jesus had just told them 
that He came to be a servant, not one 
being served (Mark 10:45). From the 
tone of the request of James, John, 
and the 10 other disciples’ displeasure 
with them, this attitude of meeting the 
needs of others was a lesson they all 
needed. Taking the time to help a non-
descript blind man, to give him some-
thing that those men took for granted, 
comes from a servant’s heart and is 
one measure of true greatness.

Bartimaeus had faith Jesus could 
heal him. Christians have faith Jesus 
will heal them also. At times, there 
may be physical healing, but with a 
repentant heart there will always be 
spiritual healing. After He had given 
him sight, Jesus only told Bartimae-
us to “Go your way…” However, he 
followed along instead — Jesus’ way 
was now his way. Christians already 
have spiritual sight; they know the 
Way. May there be a burning in our 
hearts to follow the way of Jesus, to 
follow wherever He leads!
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Acts 2:32-47 
(NKJV) Celebrating in Unity September 26, 2021

Background of Text — We read in Ephesians 4:4-6 that 
there is one body, one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of 
all. Unfortunately, these unifying truths of Christianity are 
not always evident in practice. More than a few Christians 
can recall sitting in church business meetings, or even el-
ders’ and deacons’ meetings when fragmentation and dis-
harmony, rather than unity, prevailed. Contrary to such 
unspiritual behavior, however, today’s lesson provides a 
glimpse into the true unity in Christ that was present in the 
earliest days of the church.

As we study this passage, note the repeated use of the 
word “they” (and similarly, “them,” “their,” “we,” “all,” 
etc.). It emphasizes the commonality of heart of those in 
attendance at Peter’s Pentecost sermon, not only their con-
victed response, but their repentant obedience, and their 
manner of life as they served and praised God together. 
Unity was a term that aptly described those Christians’ 
belief and practice. Twenty centuries later, it still should 
be the norm, as Christians are exhorted to “…endeavor to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Acts 2:32, 33 — As his message 
proceeded toward its conclusion, Peter 
used the apostles’ eyewitness testimo-
ny to confirm that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the resurrected Christ who would 
sit on David’s throne. Peter stated that 
since Christ was now exalted at the 
Father’s right hand, the supernatural 
phenomena that those people were 
seeing and hearing was, in fact, Him 
pouring out the promised Holy Spirit.

2:37 — It is significant that the Holy 
Spirit Himself, acting through Peter’s 
preaching and his clear proclamation 
of the scriptures, was sufficient to con-
vict the hearers of their sin. No emo-
tional manipulation, no pleading to 
turn to Christ was necessary. Being cut 
to the heart, they just asked, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” Not ev-
ery sermon today will be specifically 
evangelistic, but this initial Christian 
message, so clear, direct, and forceful, 
brought the hearers to a point of deci-
sion and action.

2:38-41 — Just as directly as the 
question was asked, Peter told the 
crowd what to do; to repent and to 
be baptized for the remission of their 
sins. His command was all-encom-
passing, not just for those Jews pres-
ent that day, as it included “…all who 
are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” Peter’s answer, as well 
as Ananias’ similar directive to Saul in 
Acts 22:16 (“...Arise and be baptized 

and wash away your sins…”) is, sad-
ly, ignored or even rejected by many 
groups today. These scriptures, never-
theless, are clear, simple, and applica-
ble to all who hear and respond to the 
Gospel message.

It is often thought that Peter’s ser-
mon ended at verse 38, but we read in 
verse 40, “And with many other words 
he testified and exhorted them…” His 
initial command was simple and brief, 
but undoubtedly further explanation 
of matters such as separation from sin, 
glorifying God daily, remaining stead-
fast in difficult times, and Jesus’ prom-
ise to return required much more elab-
oration. There was a massive response 
to the message; those who “gladly” 
received the word (around three thou-
sand!) were baptized.

2:42-47 — Hallmarks of their new 
life in Christ endured, continuing long 
after the Pentecost gathering was over. 
They “…continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine…”, that is, the truth 
that the apostles taught was taken in 
and acted upon. The fellowship that 
they experienced arose from their 
common bond of salvation in Christ 
producing unity and purpose. The way 
they used their possessions is likewise 
indicative of their oneness as brothers 
and sisters. Those Christians pooled 
their resources and apportioned them 
out to those in need, but it was not a 
forced “reallocation of wealth” that is 

spoken of today, nor was it in any way 
similar to the evil, ungodly, political 
Communism that exists in some parts 
of the world. It was, in fact, communi-
ty, a joining together as brethren serv-
ing the same Lord.

Although in the 21st century it may 
be impractical to attempt to replicate 
the social and cultural behavior of 
first-century Christians, it is certain-
ly worth considering just how much 
the lives of these new believers in-
tertwined with each other. Scripture 
tells us they met daily in the temple, 
ate meals together with gladness and 
simplicity, and prayed and praised to-
gether as the church grew. Those men 
and women had their sins forgiven, 
God’s Spirit dwelling within them, a 
new Master to serve, and a new fam-
ily that increased daily. They were as 
one in worship, love, joy, and service! 
Circumstances may be different today, 
but Christians should still be joined to-
gether in heart to one Lord just as they 
were then.

A final thought: although those 
first-century Christians were unified 
in Christ, they were not perfect; no 
Christians ever have been. Sin and 
disagreements arose soon after Pen-
tecost and they continue to this very 
day. Nevertheless, let us continue to 
strive, as that Ephesians passage urges 
us, to maintain unity of God’s Spirit 
with peace.

Weekly Bible Lesson
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Tony Sullivan

I would ask that you read Matthew  16:13-18 before you 
read this article. These words of our Lord were spoken not 
long before the church came in all its power and glory on 

Pentecost.

Since the day of Pentecost, Satan and his band of demons 
have been trying to destroy the Church of Christ. They have 
pulled out every weapon in their arsenal from falsehood, to 
gossip, to outright lies. They seem to have succeeded more 
than they’ve failed. If you doubt that, just look at the shape 
the “Christian” world is in today. You can look at our own 
Restoration Movement and know Satan is alive and at work.

That is why some 200 years later I am thankful for men 
like the Campbells, Stones, and Smiths.

The Restoration Movement is not 
found in the New Testament. It was cre-
ated by men and has been carried on by 
men. Those men, if you have read the 
history of the movement, had different 
ideas on scripture, the Holy Spirit, and 
sometimes even the method of salva-
tion.

These men, while Godly and sincere, 
were not inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Their words, like my words, may sound good, but they must 
always line up with the clear teaching of God’s word. The 
words of Alexander Campbell are in no way equal to the 
words of the Apostle Paul. (In truth, I’ve never heard any-
one say they are, but I just wanted to make that point.)

The ideas these men expounded, I believe, were sound 
methods of teaching and interpreting scripture. I believe, 
too, that what they were trying to accomplish is still valid 
today. If we would get the Christian world to follow them, 
we would see a swing back to the New Testament Church.

Some ask today if the Restoration Movement is still rele-
vant? I believe it is. I believe this for several reasons.

One is that there is still a need for unity. Jesus prayed in 
John 17:20-21 for unity among those who believe in Him as 
God’s Son. This unity is to make it possible for the world to 
believe that God has sent Jesus.

The religious world is trapped in a maze of denomination-
alism. This maze was strong in the days of the Campbells, 
but it is far stronger today. My research, which may be in-
correct, shows 41,000 denominations in the world. Can you 
image being lost in this maze? In this mass of confusion, 

what must it be like for someone who is seeking to know 
Jesus?

We know the true path to unity is in Jesus. It is in pro-
claiming Him as Lord and Savior and following His teach-
ings and the teachings He gave through the Apostles. Our 
unity must be based on our belief in Jesus and the authority 
of God’s written word.

The Restoration Movement is still relevant because there 
are still people who just want to be a Christian. That is all 
that is known in scripture. In the New Testament, there are 
no hyphenated Christians. Just Christians. Nothing more, 
nothing less.

If we follow only what the New Testament teaches, what 
will we be? We will be what the Ethiopian was in Acts 
chapter eight. We will be what the Philippian jailer was in 
Acts 16. We will simply be Christians.

The Restoration Movement is still relevant as long as we 
want the New Testament plan of salvation to be preached. 
There may be some exceptions (I know of one) but the 
Church of Christ/Christian Church is basically the only 
group of believers who consistently preach baptism for the 
remission of sins. (And our group is getting smaller by the 
minute.)

I can not use his name, but one of our most well-known 
leaders said at the Hillsboro Family Camp several years 
ago, that 50% or more of our congregations no longer teach 
that baptism is a part of the plan of salvation. This man is in 
a position to know what he is talking about.

Friend, any plan of salvation that does not include bap-
tism by immersion for the remission of sins and gift of the 
Holy Spirit, is not God’s plan of salvation.

The Restoration Movement still should be challenging all 
of us to make sure our beliefs are first founded on the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and the testimony of the Apostles.

We need to challenge people in these areas and others. 
We need to ask ourselves and all those we teach, “If you 
read scripture and find out that you or the congregation 
you attend is out of line with scripture, are you willing to 
change?” If we would do this, we would be drawing closer 
to the Church started in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

Let’s restore the Restoration Movement.

Tony Sullivan is the Evangelist with the Lester Road Christian Church 
in Fairburn, GA. He is also an associate evangelist with the CRA. He 
can be reached by email: Tonycra@att.net.

RH
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Michael Hines

Singing Praise

Let me make something clear: I am no musician! I can 
play “Home on the Range” with my right hand on the 
piano. That is the extent of what I learned from my 

grandmother’s piano lessons. As a student at Nebraska 
Christian College, I needed some music 
credits, so I joined the Christian Cho-
raleers. When we performed “The Last 
Words of David” in concert, Professor 
Lowell Burkum told me, “When we get 
to that phrase, Hines, you just move 
your lips.” Nope! I’m no musician!

Every reader of this publication knows 
about the “music wars” in the church. 
Friction in the church over music is 
nothing new. Centuries ago, church 

members argued over singing in harmony instead of chants. 
Martin Luther borrowed musical scores from German beer 
halls for the well-known hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.” Beginning in the mid-19th century, individuals and 
churches in the Restoration Movement fought over the pro-
priety of using musical instruments to accompany singing. 
In recent years, arguments swirl around word repetition — 
those “7/11 choruses” — as well as loudness, lights, fog, 
and style. Charles Spurgeon was right when he referred to 
his church’s music department as “The Church’s War De-
partment.”

When Campbell wrote numbers 21 and 22 in “A Resto-
ration of the Ancient Order of Things,” instruments and style 
did not concern him. Keep in mind the fact most churches on 
the western frontier had no musical instruments. Pianos and 
organs were far too expensive for frontier congregations. 
Furthermore, such instruments had to be shipped from New 
Orleans up the Mississippi to the Ohio and Kentucky Rivers 
for them to reach assemblies west of the eastern mountains. 
Hard rock music and repetition were hardly much of an is-
sue either. No, Campbell’s major concern was the message 
communicated in lyrics.

In his first essay, Campbell pointed out how “psalm and 
hymn singing, like every other part of christian [sic] wor-
ship, has been corrupted by sectarianism.” He went on to 
say, “Our hymns are, for the most part, our creed in metre.” 

This analysis, too, has a long history in the church. Arian-
ism, which theologically is like today’s Jehovah’s Witness-
es, almost carried the day in the fourth and fifth centuries. 
Arius, a deacon in the Alexandrian church, launched the 
controversy in 321 when he taught Jesus was Jehovah’s first 
act of creation. An Arian bishop of the period stated, “One 
true God … alone unbegotten, without beginning, without 
end, eternal, exalted, sublime, excellent, most high creator, 
epitome of all excellence … who, being alone … did cre-
ate and beget, make and establish, an only-begotten God 
[Christ].”1 As the controversy expanded, Arians developed 
wonderfully singable ditties to communicate their version 
of the nature of Christ in the godhead. It was not until Am-
brose of Milan that anti-Arian hymns communicated bibli-
cal truth to successfully compete. Arians, of course, reacted 
to Ambrose’s hymnody. Ambrose responded:

“They (the Arians) declare also that people have 
been beguiled by the strains of my hymns. I cer-
tainly do not deny it. That is a lofty strain, and there 
is nothing more powerful than it. For what has more 
power than the confession of the Trinity which is 
daily celebrated by the mouth of the whole people? 
All eagerly vie one with the other in confessing the 
faith, and know how to praise in verse the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. So, they all have become 
teachers, who scarcely could be disciples.”2

Campbell’s concern for the message communicated in 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is well founded. He 
put it this way, “The hymn book is as good an index to the 
brains and to the hearts of a people as the creed book; and 
scarce a ‘sermon is preached,’ which is not followed up by 
a corresponding hymn or song.” In both essays, Campbell 
gave illustrations of his concern. With one, he pointed to 
those who failed to make a proper distinction between the 
Old and New Covenant Scriptures. Another condemned Re-
formed hymnody for its failure to comprehend the time and 
place, when and where a sinner is converted.3 Neither se-
lection Campbell cited would be familiar to many now, but 
they would be well-known to Presbyterians and Reformed 
believers in his day.

However, we still sing poor theology. We do so, primarily 
in congregations demanding the “old style.” After all, Paul 
and Silas sang a Fanny Crosby song while imprisoned at 
Philippi! (Okay, so I’m being sarcastic.) Let me give you a 
couple of examples of Calvinist theology still being sung.
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Pass me not, O gentle Savior, 
Hear my humble cry; 

While on others Thou art Calling, 
Do not pass me by.

 
Refrain:  

Savior, Savior, 
Hear my humble cry, 

While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by.

Let me at Thy throne of mercy 
Find a sweet relief; 

Kneeling there in deep contrition, 
Help my unbelief.

Trusting only in Thy merit, 
Would I seek Thy face; 

Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
Save me by Thy grace.

Thou the spring of all my comfort, 
More than life to me, 

Whom have I on earth beside Thee, 
Whom in Heav’n but Thee.

Fanny Crosby wrote this verse in 1868 and it was set to 
music in 1870. Crosby knew her popular theology. This 
hymn envisions a revival service where individuals under 
conviction gathered at the “mourner’s bench” to pray for 
God to reveal their election to salvation. Following the 
frontier sacramental meetings, such as Cane Ridge, where 
revival often broke out, revivals moved into towns. Where 
before Presbyterians believed God would reveal an individ-
ual’s salvation through an experience, successful revivals 
led to the use of means to gain converts. Preaching and the 
“mourner’s bench” were typical means where God revealed 
one’s calling and election to salvation. 

Another unscriptural, but beautiful, hymn is “Open My 
Eyes.” I will not quote the entire hymn here, but the first 
verse is:

Open my eyes that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou has for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free.

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit Divine!

Subsequent verses call upon the Holy Spirit to open ears, 
open mouth, and open mind. This hymn begins with the as-
sumption of “total hereditary depravity” and calls on the 
Holy Spirit for illumination preceding any ability to hear, 
comprehend, and respond to the Gospel. Further, the hymn 
addresses the Holy Spirit which would irk Mr. Campbell 
to no end. As he put it, “From the beginning of Genesis to 
the end of Revelation, no man, patriarch, Jew, nor christian 
[sic]; prophet, priest, nor apostle, ever did address the Holy 
Spirit directly in prayer or praise. They pray for the Holy 
Spirit, but never to it.”

Other well-known hymns teach false doctrine but are far 
more subtle. To question them might, I suppose, be strain-
ing out the gnat to swallow the camel. 

“He Lives” is sung when celebrating the resurrection. It 
was written out of frustration by Alfred Ackley, who was 
discouraged by a liberal preacher who said the resurrection 
did not matter. Ackley presented this hymn as a personal 
testimony to the truth of the risen Lord. However, is it true 

that you know Jesus lives because He lives within your heart 
or is there something more substantial to your conviction? 
Something like a conviction of the resurrection needs more 
than a subjective response. It requires firm confidence Jesus 
lives because it is true, and the Bible affirms it.

“Blessed Assurance” raises issues about your walk with 
Christ. When have you ever had perfect submission or per-
fect delight? Do you expect perfection and delight this side 
of heaven? All is at rest—really? Fanny Crosby and Phoebe 
Palmer wrote this hymn when steeped in Keswick theology. 
Keswick theology said Christians can perfectly surrender 
their flesh to Christ. If you take the hymn’s message seri-
ously, you’ll constantly be looking at your life to see if is 
fully submitted to Christ and thereby find assurance. The 
truth is, Scripture says you should look to the finished work 
of Christ and thus you can praise the Savior all day long.

All I am trying to communicate here is this: (1) What we 
sing as praise to the Lord should indeed praise Him. (2) 
What we sing must be biblically sound and teach sound 
doctrine. (3) A preference for a specific style is personal and 

When Campbell wrote numbers 21 
and 22 in “A Restoration of the An-
cient Order of Things,” instruments 

and style did not concern him... 
Campbell’s major concern was the 
message communicated in lyrics.
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should never become a source of bickering within the body. 
I will conclude with this. The Babylon Bee recently re-

leased this important news from the Reformed churches in 
America. [Note: The Babylon Bee is a Christian satirical 
website. It’s satire often makes its way onto Facebook and 
other sites].

“U.S.—A coalition of Reformed churches in America 
announced Friday a revised hymnal, including hundreds of 
classic hymns that have been newly edited to reflect a more 
Calvinistic view of God and salvation.

“We took any hymn that talked about a ‘decision’ or 
‘choice’ being made on the part of man and axed those 
God-forsaken lines right out of them,” a spokesman for the 
Reformed alliance of churches told reporters.

“Now we can all sing along with beloved, albeit slightly 
altered lines, like ‘O Lamb of God, you come! You come!’ 
and ‘All to Jesus he forces me to surrender; all to him he 
makes me give.’”

“I tell you what, it feels great to sing along with all these 
songs with great confidence, knowing every line is com-
pletely consistent with your theological construct,” he add-
ed.

The announcement made by elders presiding at the Union 
confirmed several favorites, including the list below:

	● Harshly and Angrily, Jesus is Coming
	● Be Thou My Craft Brew
	● God Has Decided That I Will Follow Him
	● Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus, As Long As Your 

Arms Stay Down
	● Take My Beard And Let It Be
	● Fairest John Calvin

The hymnals are reportedly available now, at an “irresist-
ible” price, according to the spokesperson.”
(Endnotes)
1 Alyssa Roat, “What is Arianism and Are You Accidentally Committing This 
Heresy? www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-is-arianism-and-are-you-ac-
cidentally-committing-this-heresy.html.

2 Coleman Ford, “Ambrose of Milan and his Anti-Arian Hymns, www.Ancien-
tchristianstudies.com/blog/2015/4/ambrose-of-milan-and-his-anti-arian-hymns.

3 Reformed or Calvinist theology teaches God, or the Holy Spirit, illumines and 
converts an individual before exerting an irresistible call to the individual. Accord-
ing to Reformed teaching, God chose and predestined those who would be saved 
before quickening the spiritually dead—born spiritually corrupt and dead—and 
revealing their chosen status.

Michael Hines is a professor of church history and now makes his home 
in Sun City, AZ. He can be contacted by email: professormike1943@
gmail.com.
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Kent B. True, aka 
Harold Orndorff

Back in 2014 we reviewed a piece 
by one Tish Harrison Warren. 
In those days, she was a student 

leader at an InterVarsity Christian Fel-
lowship group at Vanderbilt. She was 
disappointed by a university which 
seemed to be unsympathetic to what 
she thought was her very progressive 
version of Christianity. Now Tish 

is back as a “priest” in the Anglican 
Church in North America. I would say 
she is better styled a “priestess,” but 

this would probably get me condemned by someone, some-
where. Whatever else she is, Tish remains confused, and in 
this confusion, she is not alone. You will see what this is all 
about as you continue with . . .

The Problems of a Priestess
“I Got Ordained So I Can Talk About Jesus. 

Not the Female Pastor Debate.”

Tish Harrison Warren

Christianity Today, May 11, 2021

Tish hates the constant debate about, as she says, “wom-
en’s ordination.” She acknowledges that “Some women 
have a special unction to debate this topic.” I did not know 
that it took a “special unction” (whatever that is) to debate 
this topic, or any topic for that matter, but whatever the case, 
Tish says she is not one of those so specially unctioned. Tish 
just wants to be a “pastor.”

As she puts it, “We get ordained because the gospel has 
captured our imaginations. We get ordained to witness to 
the beauty and truth of Jesus. We get ordained to serve the 
church in the ministry of Word and sacrament.”

Even though Tish doesn’t like to debate, we will pause 
here to remind ourselves that, according to 1 Timothy 2:12, 
a woman is not permitted to “to teach or to exercise au-

thority over a man.” Of course, this simply cannot be the 
case because it is at odds with the dominant feminism of our 
culture. Obviously, in the end the church cannot go against 
culture. It is just too difficult and, even if the church tries, 
everyone will ignore it. So, the church just changes with the 
times. The church changes so much that it becomes difficult 
to recognize.

That, at least, is the way things are in the Anglican Church 
in North America. Listed under “Beliefs” on their website 
we find this in first place: “We confess the canonical books 
of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of 
God, containing all things necessary for salvation, and to be 
the final authority and unchangeable standard for Christian 
faith and life.”

While you might think this would exclude female 
“priests” the ACNA website explains their position. When 
the group began, “it was understood that there were differ-
ing understandings regarding the ordination of women to 
Holy Orders” and so the denomination just left this up to 
the “member dioceses.” It is interesting, however, that they 
did demand that “To be a suitable candidate for the episco-
pate (bishop), a person must ‘be a male Presbyter at least 35 
years old.’” Interesting, is it not?

Now, back to Tish. After being a student leader at Inter-
Varsity she “interned at a Southern Baptist church in its 
youth group and a PCA [Presbyterian Church in American] 
church” and then “went to seminary, discovered I loved and 
had a knack for theological study, and eventually worked 
for years as a campus minister.” Tish has certainly made 
the denomination circuit. Through most of this, Tish did 
not think women should be ordained. Eventually, she did 
change her mind. Even with her change of mind, however, 
she says she was not out to prove anything. In her words:

“I got ordained because I was already serving as 
a lay minister and had a high enough view of the 
church and a high enough view of the sacraments 
that I could no longer understand my ministry as 
separate from the life and authority of the church. I 
was already doing the work. I was already teaching 
people and forming disciples. I wanted to do it un-
der the gaze and in the name of the body of Christ.”

We would love to ask Tish why doing any of these things 
required that she become a “pastor.” Was she completely 
dedicated to “the church” but only if it provided a full-time 
job for her? Who knows?

Tish says she is not motivated by feminism or anything 
like that. Her reasoning is:

“The work of Christ himself is the only thing that 
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makes women’s ordination remotely compelling. 
The harvest is plentiful. The workers are few. Yes, 
we need to seek to be faithful to Scripture. Yes, we 
need to have these arguments about women’s or-
dination. But we don’t need to spend most of our 
time or energy arguing about how women labor in 
the field.”

So, it is just a pragmatic matter. We suspect it might also 
be an “I just want to do this, and what I want to do trumps 
anything else.” Although Tish says “we need to have these 
arguments,” she is apparently going to ignore them no mat-
ter how they turn out. But what she says is that there is a lot 
to do, and few to do it, so if women need to be “pastors” to 
do it, then let’s just do it and not debate about it so much.

That all sounds wonderful unless we want to be “faith-
ful to Scripture” which says women cannot hold positions 
of authority and teach men in the church. Why couldn’t 
Tish and her kin just minister in ways that do not require 
teaching men or having authority over men in the church? 
Apparently, Tish would say that in the version of “church” 
where she resides, it just doesn’t work that way. So much 
for “faithful to Scripture.” For Tish, pragmatism and avoid-
ing the issue win.

Tish and the Anglican Church in North America are 
not the only ones who take this kind of approach. Various 
Christian churches and Bible Colleges have held all sorts 
of anti-Biblical positions for a long time. It’s called false 
teaching, something the Bible tells us we should expect to 
pop up now and then in the church. When it does, we are 
supposed to combat it.

Over at the Anglican Church in North America, Tish just 
wants to stop debating the ordination of women and get on 
with women in ministry. There is a lot of work to be done 
and she just wants to do it. Let’s not debate the matter. Peo-
ple disagree, and we will just accept that and get on with the 
business of ministry.

In the end, it’s just a pragmatic matter. Nothing to see 
or debate too much here. Just move along, as our feminist 
culture demands.

* Kent B. True is the alter ego of Harold N. Orndorff, Jr., a retired cam-
pus minister who has taught college and seminary courses in the fields 
of apologetics, philosophy, ethics, and logic. Lately he enjoys studying 
his grandchildren, who are very interesting one and all. Contact him, if 
you must, at hnoii@hotmail.com.
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one-and-done endeavor. Kevin was right and I was wrong. 
Teaching hermeneutics — the basics of how to properly in-
terpret God’s word — has been a blessing to the young men 
and to me.

These young men understand what is at stake when one 
publicly proclaims God’s word and thus they want to know 
how to rightly divide the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 
We cover the grammar behind such verses as Mark 16:16 
and Acts 22:16 to show that, yes, baptism really is for the 
forgiveness of sins. We discuss in detail the context of Ga-
latians 3:28 showing that this verse has nothing to do with 
leadership roles in the church, but rather deals with exactly 
who is a son of God and thus an heir of God through Christ. 
As we examine passages from both the Old and New Testa-
ments, the campers are introduced to the mechanics of how 
to properly interpret the Bible.

The young men eat this up. Each year they are engaged, 
ask good questions, and genuinely seek to properly under-
stand the word of God. They want solid food, and they ear-
nestly desire to know how to take the meat of God’s word 
and present that meat to listeners who can further grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

Attitude. Without exception, these young men are pos-
itive and upbeat, and their attitude is contagious. They do 
not have “good old days” to yearn for, so all they focus on 
is how to best advance the gospel today. They know Ro-
mans 1:16 is true, namely that “the gospel is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who believes,” and they are 
excited about the opportunities to take that message to their 
neighbors. The preaching camp teaches them how to sys-
tematically prepare the message they are excited to present.

Fearless. Furthermore, these young guys are fearless. 
They live Hebrews 13:6, “So we may boldly say: ‘The Lord 
is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?’” On 
Wednesday evenings, when we take the young men to local 
congregations to preach the messages they have individual-
ly prepared, at least one of the young men will plead with 
the audience to obey the gospel or to repent and get back to 
the pursuit of holiness.

Perhaps it is a little difficult for you to imagine a 16-year-
old urging listeners to “obey the gospel.” The approach of 
these young preachers, however, is the Lord said it, now let 
us get to it. Like the apostle Paul exhorts, they are strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might. The boldness and 
confidence they demonstrate is admirable and encouraging.

Citizenship. Finally, I can assure you unequivocally that 
these young men are good citizens of the kingdom. Even at 
their relatively young age, they are kingdom focused. Yes, 
they play team sports, participate in after-school activities, 
and keep up with current events and politics, yet none of 
these things distract them from kingdom work. They simply 
belong to The King and are striving to be the best for Him 
they can be.

From where will the next generation of preachers come? 
We may not know exactly, but one thing is certain, the Lord 
will raise up the men He needs. He always has; He always 
will. At the GAP Youth Preaching Camp we are laboring to 
do what we can to encourage and to prepare the next gener-
ation to preach the word.

Yes, physically I am worn out, yet I am fired up. The Lord 
has always had His faithful remnant. I spent five days with 
part of that remnant this past June, and they have me both 
encouraged and motivated as we press on.

The GAP Youth Preaching Camp is open to young men 
between the ages of 13 and 19. For additional information, 
visit the GAP Youth Preaching Camp Facebook page, con-
tact Dean Jackson at preacher4mrcc@gmail.com, or visit 
the Camp Wakatomika website at www.wakatomika.com.

“And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent?” As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 
— Romans 10:15 (NKJV)

RH
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Rick Bonifield

Millennial Values: Efficiency and 
Effectiveness Over Loyalty

In my last Millennial Moment article (March 2021), I 
spoke to specific values that millennials possess in con-
trast to certain behaviors found in the modern Church. For 

instance, millennials reject hidden assumptions reflected in 
the harshest of judgments because they 
value grace, love, and biblical truth. 
Millennials reject strong judgments 
against subjective worship preferences 
because they value freedom and liberty 
in their worship (i.e., hymnals vs. rock 
bands). Millennials reject conflicting 
ideology and blatant hypocrisy because 
they value authenticity.

We all have values, and some of those 
values take higher priority over others. For instance, the 
Pharisees neglected the weightier matters: “…justice and 
mercy and faithfulness…” (Matthew  23:23c,  ESV). Mil-
lennials have the same values as non-millennials, but the 
question is where their values fall in their moral framework.

When it comes to values, one of the most critical distinc-
tions between millennial and non-millennial generations 
is efficiency and effectiveness over loyalty. It has been my 
experience that when it comes to Generation X or boom-
ers, the value of loyalty takes precedence over many oth-
er values. However, millennials will not hesitate to change 
their job, organization, friendship circle, church, worship 
style, budget, or other controllable aspects of their lives or 
church to be effective and efficient. It may not be known 
why millennials value efficiency and effectiveness over loy-
alty, perhaps due to their experience in the 2008 recession 
or great disappointment in the establishment, but loyalty to 
an establishment, person, or cause will take a back seat to 
effectiveness and efficiency.

Millennials will pay a higher price on Amazon because 
it is effective and efficient. Instead of spending their time 
and gas money going to the grocery store and dealing with 

people, they will pay a higher premium for service. Mil-
lennials may end relationships because it no longer helps 
them be the best version of themselves. In a recent dealing 
with a millennial family who left the Church, one of our 
Generation X elders responded, “Where is the loyalty to 
the congregation?” My response is “Right behind efficiency 
and effectiveness.” This value difference should not go un-
noticed by the church.

Valuing efficiency and effectiveness over loyalty shouldn’t 
be a surprise to us. After all, the Bible is full of Scriptures 
indicating the importance of efficiency (Proverbs 21:5; Mat-
thew 25:14-30; Psalm 90:12). However, holding efficiency 
and effectiveness as a supreme value may lead the millen-
nial into the dangerous waters of shrewdness, self-centered-
ness, and a lack of love. The same millennial family that left 
our church also failed in other vital areas. They were not 
truthful about their experiences with some of our leaders 
and grew bitter, unfaithful, and divisive. It is our job to help 
the millennial Christian place these values of efficiency and 
effectiveness in the right order of their moral framework.

In conclusion, if you want to connect with millennials, 
I encourage you to filter your thought process and deci-
sion-making through the values of efficiency and effec-
tiveness: church staffing, budget, sermon content, sermon 
length, church calendar, leadership training and develop-
ment, assimilation, discipleship, and the like. It may be 
good, but is it effective and/or efficient? This kind of filter 
may lead to hard decisions, like a staffing change or sermon 
content change, but millennials will appreciate this Biblical 
value.

Rick Bonifield is the preaching minister at Severn Christian Church in 
Severn, MD. He has been in full time ministry since 2008 and has a BA 
in Christian Evangelism and is currently working on a MA in Ministry 
from Lincoln Christian University.
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Bob 
Shannon

Bob Shannon has often been referred to as a “preacher’s 
preacher.” He began preaching for a small congrega-
tion in Kentucky twice per month at the age of 17 (re-

ceiving $16.50 each Sunday). Many decades later, at age 
90, he still preaches occasionally. 

Through the years, he has served in located ministries in 
KY, TN, OH, CA, and FL. After retirement, he served sev-
eral interim ministries in NC and TN.

Bob’s ministry has also reached far beyond local congre-
gations. His extensive writing has included numerous arti-
cles and several books (some of which are available in the 
CRA Bookstore). He has preached for large convention au-
diences, including a crowd estimated to be 40,000 gathered 
for a national communion service in 1986.

Bob taught Preaching and Practical Ministry at Atlanta 
Christian College. In addition, he worked for several years 
with TCM International behind the Iron Curtain, where he 
impacted countless church leaders and other believers in 
several communist nations.

In 2018, the CRA was pleased to present Bob with the 
distinguished Sword & Trowel Award.

Restoration Herald — Who are two or three people who 
significantly impacted your life spiritually?

Bob Shannon: My parents and Lewis Rogers, a 
farmer and an elder in our village church.
What is something you wish you had known about 
preaching/ministry when you began?

That it is not my job to enforce God’s laws, but 
only to tell people what they are.
What is the best ministry advice you ever received?

When I was just starting out, Ben Hunt said to 
me, “Sometimes someone will be against you and say 
bad things about you. Don’t respond in kind. You can 
not defend yourself. Say good things about them. Make 
excuses for them (maybe he’s not feeling well, maybe he 

has worries we know nothing about). People will say that 
he is always saying bad things about our preacher and our 
preacher is always saying good things about him. Eventu-
ally, everyone will be on your side.” That’s the best advice 
I ever received.

Which description best fits your strength(s) in ministry 
(preaching, pastoral, teaching, counseling, evangelism, 
writing, administration, other)?

Preaching.
What makes you smile in ministry?

Remembering individuals that I helped to take a 
better path — a path that changed their lives.
What is your greatest regret as you look back over your 
ministry?

That I did not have more patience and less anger.
What would you say is the most intimidating preaching 
topic/theme/passage?

Abortion.
Who are two or three preachers who have inspired or 
impressed you?

Kenneth Washburn who was the first preacher I 
heard use vivid description. 

Robert Weaver who held a revival for us. Every 
night I sat there thinking, “Compared to this man, I can’t 
preach.” His choice of words was always the perfect 
choice. By the end of the revival, I determined to learn 
how to preach. I once owned 40 books on preaching, and 
I am still trying to learn as the style of preaching keeps 
changing.
What would you say is the most memorable and/or im-
pactful sermon you have heard?

Sam Hines’ sermon on the Apostle Paul that 
brought the apostle’s life into our times.

Charles Allen’s sermon on the Lost Sheep that 
showed me how simplicity could be charming, memorable, 
and helpful.
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What would you say is a favorite Old Testament pas-
sage?

Psalm 103:14: He knows our frame. He remem-
bers that we are dust.
How about a favorite New Testament passage?

1 Timothy 6:17: God has given us richly all things 
to enjoy.
What do you love about the Restoration Movement?

Its clear, rational vision of the church.
In your opinion, what can be done to make the Resto-
ration Movement stronger?

We need to get back to our roots, but we need to 
clothe those ideas and ideals in new and modern terms.
Who is a specific preacher/leader from church history 
whom you admire?

Walter Scott.
What were three helpful books you read earlier in your 
ministry?

The three-volume set New Testament Christianity 
edited by Z. T. Sweeney.

Tabernacle Sermons by W.H. Book.
Faces About the Cross by Clovis Chappell.

How about some helpful books you have read in the past 
five years?

Twelve Keys to an Effective Church by Kennon 
Callahan.

Revelation by Alger Fitch.

What would you say is a Scripture that the American 
church needs to revisit right now?

Ephesians 3:10: That now the manifold wisdom of 
God might be made known by the church.

Similarly, what would you say is a Scripture that Amer-
ican culture needs to hear right now?

Jeremiah 22:29 (NIV): O land, land, land, hear the 
word of the Lord!

What is an interesting personal fact that readers may 
not know about you?

For many years, I had a fear of failure, but it final-
ly faded.

Finally, complete the sentence: I wish . . . 
I could do it all over again. RH



false teachings and show how they are inconsistent with the 
teaching of Scripture and refute those who contradict sound 
doctrine.

Faithful in this Generation
Every generation has its challenges to overcome, and this 

generation is no different. We face a time when absolute 
truth is rejected, especially the absolute truth of God’s word 
(and thus the authority of God’s word). The church today 
must make every effort to meet this challenge by defend-
ing and upholding God’s word at every turn. May the next 
generation find us faithful in meeting the challenge of this 
generation.
(Endnotes)
1 North, Union in Truth, p. 88.

2 I am indebted to the Answers in Genesis ministry that has well identified and 
explained this disconnect. For further discussion on research pertaining to this 
issue, see Ham & Beemer, Already Gone: Why Your Kids will Quit Church and 
What You Can Do to Stop It.

3 This is known as hermeneutics, and there are many helpful resources. One help-
ful resource is Grasping God’s Word by Duvall and Hays.

Jamie Franke is the Preaching Minister with Vandalia First Christian 
Church, Vandalia, MO, and is a Christian Restoration Association 
Trustee.
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Indiana Church 
Seeking Minister

* Aurora, IN — Pleasant Ridge Church of Christ is in 
search of a full-time minister to boldly proclaim the Gospel. 
We are a traditional country church of 100-125. Candidates 
must be doctrinally sound and committed to Restoration 
Movement principles. We are a mission minded congrega-
tion looking for someone to help us grow in the Lord! Also, 
a three-bedroom home and utilities are available.

Interested candidates can email resume to grmepotter@
gmail.com or call 812 438-2745.

Enjoying the Restoration Herald?

Why not give a gift 
subscription to someone?

www.thecra.org
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2021
National Prayer Clinic..................... October 12-14

Grundy, VA
Contact: taylor8184@btes.tv

Restoration Destination............... November 8-10
Avista Resort, N. Myrtle Beach, SC

Contact: CCL@sccoast.net

2022
Church Leaders Seminar.................... January 6-7

Cambridge, OH
Contact: p2pm_office@yahoo.com

Florida Bible Conference................ January 17-19
Kissimmee, FL

Contact: thecra@thecra.org

Winter Worship & Workshop.........February 14-17
Pigeon Forge, TN

Contact: barnabasohio@att.net

The CRA Today

Pictured above are the young men hard at work 
on sermon preparation at the GAP Youth Preaching 
Camp held this past June. The Preaching Camp pro-
vides instruction to young men in the craft of preach-
ing. The program includes instruction in hermeneu-
tics, homiletics, preaching 101, and public speaking.

The young men prepare their messages Mon-
day-Wednesday, then get the opportunity to 
preach Wednesday evening in local congregations. 
It is a thrill to see and hear what they accomplish in 
three short days!

The camp is held each summer at Camp Wakato-
mika, near Danville, OH. For additional information 
about the GAP Youth Preaching Camp please visit 
www.wakatomika.com.


