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If the Foundation If the Foundation 
is Destroyed. . .is Destroyed. . .

By Eugene Neyhart

Any contractor will say the most important part of any building is the foundation. If the foundation fails, the 
building will fall. This analogy is noted several times in Scripture. Jesus said of Peter’s confession that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God, “on this rock I will build My church” (Matthew 16:16,17). Paul uses this 

same analogy in Ephesians 2:19:
“Consequently, you (Gentiles) are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apos- tles and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself 
as the chief cornerstone. In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in 
the Lord.”

Similarly, the concluding illustration in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is about two builders, the one who builds 
on the rock contrasted sharply with the one who builds on the sand.

These Scriptures all have this in common: the sure foundation for both the Church and believers is God’s divinely 
revealed word. The prophets and apostles are the foundation of the Church because God revealed His new covenant 
revelation to them through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. As Paul makes clear in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God…”

However, this foundation is being destroyed. Ken Ham from      Answers in Genesis Ministry rightly points out 
that secular humanists aim at the foundation of the Church. They know that by dismantling the authority of Scripture, 
particularly Genesis chapters 1-11, they can potentially destroy all of Christianity.

Genesis declares God created this universe from nothingnothing in six days. The evolutionist says this universe 
created itself from the big bang, billions of years ago. Genesis says all of life came from the Creator who made 
every living thing “according to its kind.” The evolutionist says life came from non-living material over time 
and accidentally evolved into increasing- ly more complex forms until finally man appeared.

Genesis records the creation of Adam and Eve as a special divine act of God who created mankind “in 
His own image.” The account continues, saying Adam and Eve sinned against God, marred that image, and 
caused death to pass upon the world (Romans 5:12). Genesis chapters 4-9 describes how sin and rebellion grew to 
the point that God judged the    ancient world and destroyed it with a global flood, saving only Noah, his family, and 
the animals in the ark. The evolutionist says the flood is a myth.

We ask, “What has been the response of many in the church?” Simply to capitulate with an attitude, “Well, if scien-
continued on page 24
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John R. Mitchell

“Stay Mission Driven”

As most of our readers know, my path to the ministry was far from con-
ventional. Before being ordained into the ministry in July 2003, I served 
twenty years in the U.S. Navy as a Nuclear-trained Submarine Officer. 

To this day, talking and reminiscing about my submarine days remains one of 
the most enjoyable things I do. I always enjoy talking about my days of sub-
marine service.

The most frequent question I’m asked is what the longest time was I ever 
spent submerged. The answer to that question is 56 days, almost two full 
months! Upon hearing that, most listeners assume it must have been a difficult 
and exhausting experience. As I reflect on that experience, I realize it was quite 

easy. The explanation is found, to no one’s surprise, in a 
Bible verse penned by the apostle Paul:

“No one engaged in warfare entangles himself 
with the affairs of this life, that he may please him 
who enlisted him as a soldier” — 2 Timothy 2:4.

Any individual serving as a soldier or sailor must be a 
man of one mind; he must be singularly focused upon the 
mission; he must not allow himself to become distracted by 
the comings and goings of the civilian world. When deter-
mining one’s priorities, the duties of military service simply 
must take precedence over anything related to civilian life.

When I reflect on that 56-day mission, there was no opportunity for the crew 
to get distracted. One of the beauties of submarine life is that you are complete-
ly disconnected from “the affairs of this life.” This makes staying focused upon 
the mission the only game in town — 56 days was easy, other than eating every 
single meal and playing the obligatory post-meal game of cribbage with the 
same dozen men!

One of our most pressing needs in the church right now is the need to develop 
the soldier/sailor mentality among the saints. Between Covid-19, a turbulent 
election season, critical race theory being thrust upon us and into our schools, 
etc., we certainly are at no loss for “the affairs of this life” with which to be 
entangled. It’s common these days for local congregations to develop mission 
statements. Now is a good time to adopt 2 Timothy 2:4 as a personal mission 
statement.

The word “entangles” that Paul uses means ‘to become involved in an activ-
ity to the point of interference with another activity or objective.’ Staying up to 
speed, as it were, in the affairs of this life is not sinful in and of itself but can 
pose a threat to the soldier if it distracts and interferes with one’s military re-
sponsibility. Some of the things happening in our country today, such as critical 
race theory and the philosophy driving it, are dangerous and parents especially 
need to be informed and alert. After all, our first ministry is to our families. We 
must proceed cautiously, however, not to lose our mission focus.

continued on page 26
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Richard Koffarnus

Naturalism: 
The Anti-supernatural 

Worldview
Part 1

W hen Christianity appeared in the first century 
A.D., many people in the Roman world sub-
scribed to a worldview, similar, in some re-

spects, to the Biblical view. There was a god (or gods). The 
world was ruled by supernatural forces. 
There was life after death. However, as 
we noted previously, Christianity even-
tually supplanted the pagan Greco-Ro-
man religions and dominated West-
ern Europe for a thousand years. Then 
events began to transpire that would 
challenge both the Biblical worldview 
and the Christian faith itself.

The dominant European scientif-
ic tradition of the Middle Ages came 

from Aristotle, the fourth-century B.C. Greek philosopher. 
Aristotle thought the earth was the center of the universe, 
with the sun and the other planets revolving around it. He 
also described all natural phenomena in organic terms. For 
example, veins of coal “grow” in the earth, like the roots 
of plants, and heavier-than-air objects fall to earth because 
they are “attracted” to the ground.

Even though much of Aristotle’s teaching was wrong, 
his views were adopted both by science and the medieval 
church, thanks largely to the support of a second-century 
astronomer, Claudius Ptolemaeus (Ptolemy) of Alexandria.

Ptolemy (c. 85 - c. 165) gathered much of the world’s 
knowledge of astronomy into a single volume, the Almag-
est. Using the best available information, Ptolemy conclud-
ed that Aristotle was right: the earth is stationary, and the 
sun and all the other planets revolve around it.

However, the “geocentric theory” of the universe, as it 
was called, left Ptolemy with a problem. To the naked eye, 
it appears that the other planets—especially Mars—some-
times move one direction around the earth and sometimes 
the opposite direction. This is called “retrograde motion.” 

Ptolemy’s solution was to theorize that the planets moved 
in a series of small circles or “epicycles” as they traveled 
around the earth. This gave the appearance of retrograde 
motion.

Ptolemy’s brilliant theory and the complicated mathe-
matical model it was based on were accepted by the scien-
tific community for the next 1,400 years. They were also 
accepted by the church, which found them useful to inter-
pret Scripture. Joshua’s “long day” (Joshua 10:12, 13) and 
Hezekiah’s sign of the retreating shadow (2 Kings 20:8-11) 
were cited as proof that the sun moved but the earth did not. 
Psalm  119:90 supposedly declared that the earth was the 
center of the universe. To the medieval mind, the Biblical 
worldview was inseparably linked to the Ptolemaic theory. 
The Bible placed humanity at the center of the universe, and 
Ptolemy provided the scientific proof.

Then, in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, came the 
Renaissance, with its rediscovery of ancient knowledge, es-
pecially the writings of early Greek philosophers who lived 
several centuries before Aristotle. A young Polish astron-
omer, Nicholas Copernicus (1473-1543), used this knowl-
edge to question Ptolemy’s theory. Ten years of study in 
Italy had acquainted Copernicus with the writings of the 
followers of Pythagoras, a sixth-century B.C. Greek philos-
opher. There, Copernicus found a scientific tradition which 
held that the sun was the center of the solar system and the 
earth and other planets moved around it (the “heliocentric” 
view).

Following this alternate view, Copernicus created his own 
mathematical model to explain planetary motion around 
the sun. While Ptolemy needed 80 epicycles in his calcula-
tions, Copernicus needed only 34. The relative simplicity of 
Copernicus’ view was its strength. Still, when Copernicus 
published his findings in On the Revolution of the Heav-
enly Spheres in 1543, few people believed him. His theo-
ry not only contradicted Ptolemy’s time-honored work, it 
also appeared to contradict the Bible and common sense. 
Consequently, it would be over 60 years before Copernicus’ 
theory would find solid support.

In 1608, two Dutch eyeglass makers, working inde-
pendently, invented the first practical telescopes. A year 
later, Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei improved on their 
designs to make one of his own and used it to discover 
sunspots, the rings of Saturn, and four of Jupiter’s moons. 
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When he observed that these moons orbited around Jupi-
ter just as our moon orbits around the earth, he concluded 
Copernicus was right, the earth and the other planets move 
around the sun. Galileo’s discoveries meant the end of Pto-
lemy’s geocentric universe. They also spelled the demise of 
Aristotle’s organic view of nature. From then on, the world 
was viewed by scientists as a great machine, explainable in 
mathematical terms and absolute natural laws.

At first, those scientists were content to attribute those 
natural laws, and the universe itself, to God, in keeping with 
their Christian faith. By the late seventeenth century and 
throughout the eighteenth, however, an increasing number 
of intellectuals considered themselves “deists,” people who 
believed that God created the universe, but since then has 
had little or no interaction with His creation. Their reason-
ing was that God created a material universe which operates 
according to perfect natural laws. Therefore, any intrusion 
by God into this universe, either by revelation or miracle, 
would imply a flaw in creation. For example, Ethan Allen, 
an American Revolutionary War hero and a deist, argued, 
“To suppose that God should subvert his laws, (which is 
the same as changing them) would be to suppose him to be 
mutable; for that it would necessarily imply, either that their 
eternal establishment was imperfect, or that a premised al-
teration thereof is so.”1

Even as the deists were making their arguments in the 
eighteenth century, other philosophers believed they had not 
gone far enough. While agreeing with many of the tenets of 
deism, they saw no reason to invoke God as the source of 
material existence. Matter itself, they concluded, is a suf-
ficient cause. Two centuries later, astronomer Carl Sagan 
would assert every week to millions of viewers of his tele-
vision show, “The Cosmos is all there is or was or ever will 
be.”2 The technical term for this view is “metaphysical nat-
uralism.”3 In this essay, we shall shorten it to “naturalism.”

Unlike deism, which has faded into obscurity, naturalism 
has enjoyed widespread popularity among scientists, philos-
ophers, and the general public in Western civilization, since 
the nineteenth century. Today, its primary challengers are 
the Biblical worldview, which we explained in last month’s 
column, and Postmodernism, which we will explore in a 
future column.

—To Be Continued—
(Endnotes)
1 Ethan Allen, Reason: The Only Oracle of Man: A Compendious System of Nat-
ural Religion (Boston: J. P. Mendum, 1854), Chapter 6, Section 1.

2 Carl Sagan, Cosmos: A Personal Voyage (1980).

3 Metaphysical naturalism is a worldview which holds that only the material uni-
verse exists.  Methodological naturalism is the practice of limiting the scientific 
study to hypotheses and events which can be explained and tested by reference to 
natural causes and events.

Richard Koffarnus is Emeritus Professor of History and Theology at 
Central Christian College of the Bible, Moberly, MO. He has taught at 
Central since 1979. He can be reached by email: koffarnus@sbcglobal.
net.
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Jack Cottrell

OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST

PART ONE
QUESTION:

In the Bible, why is Jesus described and addressed by so 
many names and combinations of names? I don’t see such 
a variation in speaking of God the Father and God the Holy 
Spirit. Do you have any thoughts on this?

ANSWER:
Your question did motivate me to do some investigating 

as to how the three persons of the Trinity are described and 
addressed in the New Testament. I did 
so by scanning several Greek words in 
my Greek-English Concordance to the 
New Testament (published by Zonder-
van in 1997, and edited by John Kohlen-
berger et al.). You are correct that there 
is not much variation in the way God the 
Father and God the Spirit are described. 
God the Father is called—surprise!—
either “God,” or “Father,” or “God the/
and Father.” God the Spirit is called ei-
ther “the Spirit,” or “the Holy Spirit.”

On the other hand, God the Son is addressed or described 
in quite a few different ways. He is, of course, most of-
ten called “Jesus” or “Christ” or “Lord.” There are also a 
number of combinations of these names (or titles). A few 
times He is called “Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” “the Lord 
Christ,” “Jesus our Lord,” or “Jesus Christ our Lord.” Ten 
times the Apostle Paul refers to Him as “Jesus Christ our/
the Lord.” The more frequent combinations are (approxi-
mately) as follows:

	— Jesus Christ: 135 times (over 60 times in Acts &ff.)
	— Lord Jesus: 101 times (over 40 times in Acts &ff.)

	— Christ Jesus: 90 times (79 of these in Paul’s writings)
	— Lord Jesus Christ: 70 times (about 60 times in Acts 

&ff.)
I can only speculate as to why there is more variation in 

speaking of Jesus than of the other two persons of the Trin-
ity. I believe it begins with the fact that God the Son (the 
Logos, John 1:1ff.) was the only Trinitarian person who be-
came a human being and dwelt with us as a person whom 
we can understand in a better way and in a sense identify 
with. Thus, it is easier to have a personal relationship (or re-
lationships) with Jesus than with the Father and Holy Spirit.

Even more relevant is the fact that God the Son, in His 
incarnate state with us as Jesus our Savior, had several re-
demptive roles to perform and thus several different ways 
of relating to us, His family of saved human beings. The 
most significant of these show up in the combined names 
and titles that are used about Him most frequently (the last 
four, above).

What I intend to do in answering the above question (in 
three parts) is to go into some detail in explaining these 
three most-often used appellations, namely, Lord, Jesus, 
and Christ. What do we (or should we) actually mean about 
Jesus when we refer to Him with these words?

I. THE NAME JESUS
First we will briefly consider the word (or name), Jesus. 

In the New Testament, this is how our Savior is most often 
designated—over 900 times—with most being in the Gos-
pels. The reason this is the most frequent is simply the fact 
that this is His name, i.e., His given name. When the angel 
of the Lord appeared to Mary’s spouse, Joseph, in a dream, 
he told Joseph what was about to happen with Mary. The 
angel then proceeded to give Joseph these instructions re-
lated to the coming events: “Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has 
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.”

This really says it all: His name will be Jesus. The reason 
why this will be His name is because “He will save His 
people from their sins.” What is the connection here? We 
all know that the main, if not only, reason why God the Son 
came to earth as a human being was to be our Savior. This 
sums up His mission and His purpose for being here. So 
what does this have to do with the name Jesus?

This name is Iēsous in Greek, but this is actually the 
Greek version of the Hebrew name Yehoshua‘, which we 
know as “Joshua.” As mentioned above, this name Iēsous 
appears over 900 times in the Greek New Testament, all 
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Ronald Tanner, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Tawney, Mark Torkelson, 

Charles Vaughn, Joyce & George Vitale, 

Dan Wagner, Cindy & Mark Whiteamire, Mr. & Mrs. John R. Whiteamire, 
Jim Wilkin, Elaine & Stephan Williams, Robert N. Williams, Karen Wilson, 
William Wines, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Winkler, William Woodrum, 

Bonnie York, Warren E. Young, Wilma and Nathan Young, 

Toni & Gene Zottola

but three of which refer to our Savior. These other three 
(Luke  3:29; Acts  7:45; Hebrews  4:8) all refer to the Old 
Testament hero, Joshua. The KJV actually translates the last 
two of these as “Jesus” and creates the spelling “Jose” for 
Joshua in Luke 3:29.

The fact is that both “Joshua” (transliterated from the 
Hebrew) and “Jesus” (transliterated from the Greek) mean 
exactly the same thing: “Yahweh is Salvation.” Many He-
brew names were simply statements of praise about God. 
Most names including the syllable el say something about 
’Elohīm, the Hebrew word usually translated “God.” For 
example, “Samuel” means “God has Heard” and “Gabriel” 
means “God is my Strength.” Most Hebrew names ending in 
the syllable -ah (or sometimes -a) say something about Yah-
weh, the name God gave Himself in the Old Testament. For 
example, “Jeremiah” means “Yahweh will Exalt”; “Zecha-
riah” means “Yahweh has Remembered.” It is interesting to 
observe that the name “Elijah” includes both: “Yahweh is 
my God.” The name “Joshua” falls into the latter category: 
“Yahweh is Salvation.”

When applied to Jesus, this last name is different from 
its use for the Old Testament character, Joshua. When used 
for Joshua, the name was simply making a statement about 
Yahweh. However, when used for Jesus, this name is iden-
tifying who Jesus IS, i.e., He is the one person of the Trini-
tarian deity Yahweh who has become incarnate—a human 
being—for the purpose of bringing salvation to the human 
race. When we think of Him or address Him as Jesus, we 
are naming Him as not just the Savior, but as our own per-
sonal Savior!

It is interesting that the descriptive term “Savior” (Greek, 
sötēr) occurs only 24 times in the New Testament, with only 
18 referring to Jesus. The fact that Jesus is our Savior, and 
the fact that He came for the very purpose of saving us, 
are probably the things about Him that are most prominent 
when we are thinking about Him. Thus, it may seem a bit 
unusual that this title is not used more for Him. That is one 
reason why it is important that we remember that the very 
name “Jesus” is all about salvation! In a real sense, Jesus is 
Yahweh, and Yahweh is salvation! Every time we think or 
say the name Jesus, we are thinking or saying – JESUS IS 
MY SAVIOR!

Dr. Jack Cottrell is a retired seminary professor and is the part-time 
teaching minister for the First Church of Christ in Greendale, IN. He is 
the author of many books. He may be reached by email: jackbarbcot@
juno.com.
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Jim Book

Selective Morality

W arning — Get ready for the “moral police” to 
rear their ugly heads and do everything within 
their power to squelch any argument that does 

not coincide with their leftist narrative.

In early March of this year, Democratic House members 
Anna Eshoo and Jerry McNerney, two 
upstanding representatives from the 
progressive state of California where 
nothing is off limits (unless of course 
you are a conservative), sent letters to 
the CEOs for major cable and satellite 
providers. In the letters, they shared 
their deep concern that “conservative” 
news outlets are guilty of spreading 
“disinformation” and inciting violence 
over their particular channels. Debra 

Saunders, who is a syndicated columnist, went on to share 
that these particular politicians have challenged cable pro-
viders not to renew their contracts with certain conservative 
news channels. George Washington University law profes-
sor Jonathan Turley warned during his testimony before a 
House Subcommittee on Communications and Technology 
that this move from the left to censor free speech and sup-
press conservative news is “chilling and positively glacial.”

Do you find it a bit ironic that the left, those who fought 
for free speech and free press, are now the ones on the war-
path to censor any kind of news they deem inappropriate? I 
also find it ironic that the left is lecturing conservative news 
outlets about the harmful effects that come from spread-
ing false information. Let’s take a trip back in time, shall 
we? Tim Graham wrote on “June 22, 2017: CNN’s Thomas 
Frank reported that Congress was investigating a ‘Russian 
investment fund with ties to President Trump officials’ . . . 
The report was later retracted. Frank and two other CNN 
employees resigned in the fallout.”

Remember the big report coming from CNN in Novem-
ber 2020 in which they spent 23 minutes promoting a South 

Dakota nurse who claimed her coronavirus patients were 
so deluded that they denied the virus was real even as they 
were dying. That was challenged as “fake news.”  Oh, and 
the massive witch-hunt the left waged against Brett Kava-
naugh? In September 2018, we all recall how most liberal 
media outlets in America suspended all rationale, tossed re-
sponsible journalism to the curb, and decided to let their 
hatred for conservatism drive their reporting. Graham goes 
on to write:

“CNN spent 67 minutes on September 16, 2018 
promoting the New York Times unverified tale that 
Kavanaugh exposed himself to Deborah Ramirez in 
his college years. The times then sheepishly added 
an editor’s note saying that Ramirez declined to be 
interviewed, and friends say that she does not recall 
the incident.”

What was CNN’s response to that false claim? Anchor 
John King spent a whopping three minutes trying to mop up 
their irresponsible journalism by stating, “Republicans were 
simply trying to steer people away from the substance.” 
Imagine a CNN reporter using the word “substance.” Now 
that’s comical!

What news outlet spreads more misinformation and has 
been sued as often as the left-leaning CNN? Yet now the 
liberals are going to practice their twisted version of “selec-
tive morality” and make sure that you, the citizen, get just 
the news stations they feel worthy of watching. By the way, 
this is commonly defined as “state controlled” media. You 
can find these in North Korea and Cuba.

Ben Shapiro says, “The overt move by members of the 
government to cudgel private corporations into silencing 
unpopular viewpoints clearly violated First Amendment 
principles.” These “cry-bullies” are simply out to silence 
anyone and everyone who disagrees or threatens their leftist 
narrative. They will stop at nothing, even if it means tram-
pling all over the Bill of Rights to do so.

Cultural Relativism is driving this injustice. The left will 
say or do anything to silence their critics or bully the conser-
vative thinker into a corner. Where were these two represen-
tatives when one lie after another was being promulgated by 
leftist conspiracists against Mr. Trump? Where were these 
sympathetic liberals when Representative Maxine Waters 
was inciting hatred and violence against conservatives? 
Shapiro goes on to warn, “The authoritarian left has broad-
ened out the meaning of incitement to include any verbiage 
that elicits strong emotions… so long as conservatives are 
responsible for such verbiage.”

I can say this with absolute certainty: the left has set fuel 
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to the fire when it comes to inciting hatred and violence 
in this country. From race baiting, to marginalizing anyone 
who holds a differing opinion, they are the haters, they are 
the modern-day Gestapo, they are the cry-bullies, and it 
is they that practice the most blatant form of intolerance. 
Don’t think for a moment these self-appointed watchdogs 
of the media will stop at cable news. They will come with a 
vengeance at religious programming and conservative theo-
logians. We all have a lot to lose if these liberal crusaders 
have their way. In the words of Deborah Saunders, “They’re 
book burners, and they don’t even know it. Or they just 
don’t care.”

James C. Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian Church of Kis-
simmee, FL. Contact him at Jim.book@kissimmeechristianchurch.org.
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Jennifer Bullard

The Bounty of Full Reliance

T here was a young woman of humble means who 
came into a first-time situation in which she was able 
to replace most of her hand-me-down wardrobe with 

new clothes. She bagged up everything from her closet that 
was being replaced with plans to donate 
the used items. A friend pointed out that 
her old clothes weren’t that desirable. 
Nevertheless, the young woman said, 
though they were worn and dated, they 
had been a blessing to her and could 
still meet the needs of someone else. 
That very night, there was a house fire 
in the community. The family escaped 
unharmed, but everything they owned 
was destroyed. It so happened that 

there were two teen aged girls who had survived the fire 
who wore the very sizes of the clothes that had been bagged 
for donation. The next day, the teenagers who’d lost every-
thing were presented with two bags of clothes. This series 
of events was a real-life example of what selfless reliance 
on God looks like. While the teens were opening their bags 
of clothes – new clothes with tags still on them – the young 
woman who had given them was at home placing her old 
clothes back in her closet.

This young woman had a valuable perspective. She saw 
herself as the benefactor of the worn clothes she intended to 
pass on to meet a need. She still had a roof over her head, 
unlike the teens who were wearing the new clothes. She still 
had her photographs, her own bed to sleep in, her keepsakes, 
however insignificant they may have been, and she still had 
God who had clothed her from the beginning. Everything 
she had belonged to God, and she was simply the steward.

We are living in a time of excess that challenges our hu-
mility and our ability to rely wholly on our Father. I learned 
recently of a high school senior who boarded a plane and 
flew from one part of the country to another to have senior 

pictures taken at a preferred location. While this may sound 
extravagant to some, it is the kind of abundance that has 
become ordinary in one form or another today. So many 
choices are at our fingertips, and everything is supersized. 
The temptation to cling to it all is one we all must negotiate. 
What exactly are we willing to surrender? How much are 
we willing to surrender?

The most expensive building in the world is Masjid 
Al-Haram, the great mosque of Mecca. It had its beginnings 
in the 7th century but has had several concentrated updates 
and expansions through the years. By the 1980s, it covered 
99 acres and more than 3.8 million square feet and accom-
modated 820,000 in occupancy. The mosque is made of 
snow-white dolomitic marble used for pavement, walls, and 
roofing surfaces. It showcases nine minarets, each standing 
292 feet high. The total cost of construction was 100 billion 
dollars. This is how far mankind is willing to go over things 
of earth that are deemed important to them. Even still, how 
does this compare to what God Himself has built? There is 
no chapter in all of scripture quite like Job 38 in which He 
lowers the boom on the matter of His authority and power 
in this universe. He is, after all, its designer.

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s founda-
tion? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off 
its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a 
measuring line across it? On what were its footings 
set, or who laid its cornerstone—while the morning 
stars sang together and all the angels shouted for 
joy?” — Job 38:4-11

On and on it goes, delineating the works of God. These 
works are of value far exceeding the 100 billion dollars 
spent on a mosque in Saudi Arabia. More than this, it has 
been given to us freely for our pleasure and enjoyment. 
This alone should make us feel immensely and endlessly 
wealthy.
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There are bountiful scriptures that assure us God will pro-
vide our every need. This isn’t just appropriate to remember 
when we are beset with anxiety in uncertain circumstances. 
God’s assurance that He clothes the grass with lilies and 
feeds the birds of the air is following Jesus’ words,

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” — Matthew 6:19-20

The young lady who had so little felt blessed when she 
was able to acquire a new wardrobe. God felt blessed when 
her love for Him enabled her to give it away. God loves to 
bless us with all sorts of experiential and material things 
that add beauty and comfort and pleasure to our lives. Do 
we love to bless Him with these things in return? Are we 
able to share our blessings for God’s purpose or let them go 
entirely when we know it would show God’s love? Do we 
have it in us to demonstrate reverent trust in our Father in 
Heaven? How good are we at clinging to nothing on earth?

Solomon takes us through a valuable lesson in Ecclesi-
astes as he explains his earthly pursuits, one after another. 
He journeyed through all forms of indulgence and societal 
whims. Every course of mankind, as he examined it, led 
him to the same unsatisfying destination. I appreciate that in 
Solomon’s record of these pursuits, he continually pointed 
out that he engaged in it all while ever accompanied by the 
wisdom God had given him. This was not a foolish person 
dabbling in the preoccupations of man and ultimately con-
cluding they were meaningless. This was documented by 
the wisest of them all. Solomon determined in the end, 

“Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 
of the matter: Reverently trust God and keep His 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 
— Ecclesiastes 12:13

C. S. Lewis has been quoted as saying, “He who has God 
and everything else has no more than he who has God only.” 
Luke 21, beginning in verse 1, says, “As Jesus looked up, 
He saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 
He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins. ‘Truly I tell you,’ He said, ‘this poor widow has put 
in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts 
out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on’” (vv. 1- 4). Both the rich and the poor widow 
shared what they had with the Kingdom, which is desirable. 
Truth be told, many could give 10% to the church and not 

feel a bit of sacrifice. On the other hand, the widow having 
the reverent trust to give it all speaks of a powerful relation-
ship with the Father. This is the humility and full reliance 
that gets to an intimacy that, once known, is impossible to 
unknow.

We can all look back over our lives and reflect on times 
and degrees of hardship or abundance. How often were we 
joy-filled because we shared our blessings, however great 
or small they were, knowing God was blessed in turn? Who 
can bear testimony to the reality that we can’t out give God? 
This full reliance puts me in mind of a church service in 
Haiti I attended long ago. Haiti is the poorest country in 
the Western Hemisphere, but the joy overflowing among the 
Christians leaves an imprint on the heart. It was a Sunday 
morning worship service, and everything was happening in 
their Creole language. As the Haitians sang their hymns, I 
often recognized the tune and sang along in English. This 
particular church service has stuck with me all these years 
because of what happened at offering time. How does a Hai-
tian who lives in the kind of poverty few can understand 
negotiate the offering basket as it passes by? As the basket 
traveled the room, the believers sang, and the tune rang fa-
miliar. It took a moment, but then it came to me. “All to Je-
sus, I surrender. All to Him I freely give. I will ever love and 
trust Him. In His presence daily live. I surrender all. I sur-
render all. All to Thee my blessed Savior, I surrender all.”

Jennifer Bullard is a self-employed landscape photographer from Rush 
County, Indiana. She can be contacted by email at jenniferbullard@
weatheredfencepost.com.

Michigan Church 
Seeking Minister

* Charlotte, MI — With the retirement of their minis-
ter of 20 years, the Charlotte Church of Christ is in search 
of a new full-time minister. Charlotte Church of Christ is 
located 15 miles southwest of Lansing and has an average 
attendance of 120.

Interested candidates can mail their resume to Charlotte 
Church of Christ, 64 Vansickle Drive, Charlotte, MI, 48813 
or email to elders@charlottechurch.org.
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About Our Lesson Writer
This month’s lessons were written by Lee Mason, former 
Editor of The Restoration Herald.
English Standard Version (ESV) used for lessons.

Whose Stuff Is This Anyway?
By Charlie Crowe

W hen my daughter was about nine or ten years 
old, she went through a nearly bipolar phase. On 
the one hand, she loved to dress nicely. Sunday 

was her favorite day of the week because going to church 
gave her the occasion to dress in her finest and spend ridic-
ulous amounts of time primping as she dressed to go out. 
Everything had to be perfect from the shoes to every hair 
on her head. However, on the other hand, her room was in 
complete and utter shambles. It seemed that every article of 
clothing was constantly on the floor. Lonely coat hangers 
rested on the floor of the closet or hung in isolation. The bed 
was never made while toys and books were left where they 
were when her fancy changed. Schoolwork was scattered to 
the four corners of her world.

While far from a neat freak, I do have some standards and 
I wanted to teach basic care for belongings to my daughter. 
I tried every motivation I could think of. For example, I 
placed a bowl of quarters on the dresser and told her that 
every time I came in the room and found it a mess, I would 
take a coin. At the end of the week, she could keep all the 
coins in the bowl. She started with a full roll of quarters; 
$10 ought to motivate a nine-year-old right? That night I 
came in to say good night and found a mess, so I took a 
quarter from the bowl. The next day the bowl was turned 
over and half buried in a pile of clothes. This child was be-
yond motivation!

One Sunday afternoon, I went into her room and her fa-
vorite and most beautiful dress was lying on the floor among 
all the mess. I walked over and stood on it and began to 
wipe my feet on the dress. When she saw what I was doing 
she exploded, “Dad, what are you doing? That is my dress!”

“If you treat it like a rag, I will too!”
“Stop, you’ll ruin it.”
“I have never stepped on your dress while it was hanging 

up. If you put things away, I couldn’t walk on it.”
“IT IS MY STUFF. Why can’t I do what I want?”
“Because none of this is yours. It is all mine, the bed, the 

clothes, the books. It is all mine; I just let you use my stuff 
and live in my house. I want you to take better care of the 
stuff I loan you!”

I, being the mature one, got the last word, so I left the 
room. Neither of us was especially encouraged or motivated 
by this exchange. Later on, I had this uneasy feeling, call 
it conviction if you will. It was as if Someone were saying 
to me, “None of this stuff is yours, not the house, not the 

clothes, and not that little girl.”
We are pretty good about identifying when something we 

feel is ours is not being used or cared for properly. What we 
miss is that we are stewards and not owners. As someone 
once said, “Take care of your Father’s stuff.” It is all our 
Father’s stuff. When we realize that we are never the own-
ers, it is a great relief. However, it also brings a new under-
standing of our responsibility and helps us think differently 
about those things and people for which we have been given 
a stewardship.

Charlie Crowe is the VP of Coleman Stewardship focusing on Resto-
ration Movement Churches.  He is a writer, blogger, and preacher.  His 
focus is to restore New Testament stewardship to the modern church.  
He can be reached at Charlie@Colemanssi.com.

A Special Thank You 
from the Editor

Over the past six months or so, many of our readers have 
asked, “Who is the ‘staff’ that is writing the Restoration 
Herald lessons?” Many of these individuals go on to ex-
press how valuable and profitable these lessons have been 
to their Bible Study class or Small Group.

All the lessons for the last annual cycle (September 2020 
– August 2021) have been written by Lee Mason, former 
Editor of the Restoration Herald. When I became the edi-
tor, Lee volunteered to write these lessons to help me in the 
transition to my new role. His support has proven invalu-
able. I did not realize when I started as the editor — but Lee 
knew full well — that having him do the lessons would be a 
blessing beyond description.

I wanted to take the space (and time) to thank Lee for this 
service he did for me, our readers, and the ministry of the 
Christian Restoration Association.

Thank you, Lee, for another job well done.

RH
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Romans 10:5-17 August 1, 2021
Seeking Confidence

Background — Outside the Supreme Court building of 
the United States is a female figure representing Justice, 
who is depicted in three sculptural groups. Justice has been 
depicted as a female figure since ancient mythology, both 
Roman and Greek.

Over time, Justice had two things with her: a scale to 
represent impartiality and a sword to symbolize power. 
Later she was symbolized wearing a blindfold that came 

to also mean impartiality.

Paul was a Jew but was called to especially take the mes-
sage of Christ to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). The church at 
Rome was made up mostly of Gentiles and Claudius had 
commanded all Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2).

In today’s lesson, Paul is trying to point out that any way 
to God, except by faith in Christ, is wrong.

10:5 — Moses wrote that if a person 
keeps the law, he will be righteous; he 
will live by the commandments.

10:6-8 — Paul is saying a righ-
teousness that comes through faith in 
Christ is not some impossible odyssey 
through the universe to find Christ. To 
come to faith in Christ, simply listen 
to the words that are being proclaimed 
by Paul. There is no mystery. 

10:9-11 — Salvation comes when 
we truly accept Christ as Lord. Today 
there are many people who think that 
confession of Christ is all that is need-
ed, but notice that the confession is 
that Christ is Lord. Many people want 
Jesus to be their savior—they want 
Him to be a “divine fire escape” to get 
out of going to hell. There is no place 
in Scripture that speaks of accepting 
Jesus as Savior. We are to accept Him 
as the Lord, the owner, the master of 
our life. His will becomes our com-
mand.

Someone may object at this point 
and say, “Baptism isn’t mentioned 
here; it just says to confess Christ.” 
That is the difference between accept-
ing Jesus as Lord and accepting Him 
as Savior. When we accept Him as 
Lord that means that we follow every-
thing He says, and He says that we are 
to be baptized (Mark 16:16).

Many years ago, Marshall Leggett 
was teaching a class of teenagers at 
church camp. He asked, “What is a 

Christian?” Many answers were given 
and argued by those who gave them. 
He finally said, “A Christian is some-
one who loves Christ.” Objections 
came in that said, “But that doesn’t 
mention baptism.” He said he got his 
answer from John 14:15, “If you love 
me, you will keep my commandments.” 
Then he said, “That verse does cover 
baptism.”

Belief is not just a mental assent. 
True belief has an action to it at all 
time. The old chorus, “This Little 
Light of Mine” says, “Hide it under 
a bushel, NO!” To really believe in 
Christ will mean to publicly live one’s 
faith.

10:12-13 — There are not two sal-
vations, one for the Gentile and anoth-
er for the Jew. If Jesus is accepted as 
Lord, then He is Lord of all. He is not 
partial to the Jew or to the Gentile. His 
blessings are the same to both. Every-
one who calls on Jesus (see Acts 22:16 
to see what it means to “call on the 
name of the Lord”) to save will be 
saved. 

10:14-17 — If one is really interest-
ed in the salvation of people, Paul tells 
more of how it comes about. People 
who do not believe cannot be saved. 
People cannot believe in Jesus if they 
know nothing about Him. People can-
not come to faith in Christ without 
someone telling them about Him. Peo-
ple need to be sent to tell people about 

Christ, and this is done in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).

This commission was given to the 
Apostles, but it is also given to every 
person who becomes a Christian. 

“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to Me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And be-
hold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” 

Notice that Jesus says that we are to 
“teach them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” Part of what He 
commanded the Apostles was to take 
this message to the whole world. Ask 
yourself, “When was the last time I 
won someone to Christ?”

If Christ would have placed a five-
year time limit after we became a 
Christian to win someone to Christ or 
our forgiveness would be canceled, 
would you still be a Christian? He 
didn’t do that, but perhaps we should 
look at it that way.

We were never saved to sit. We were 
saved to be the hands, feet, ears, and 
mouth of Jesus in this world. How 
can anyone ever become a Christian if 
we, who are already Christians, do not 
share the message of Christ to those 
around us?
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Hebrews 11:1-8, 13-16 August 8, 2021
The Example of Heroes

Background — “Hall of Fame.” There are a whole lot 
of them around. We all know about the Baseball, Foot-
ball, and Basketball Halls of Fame. Men especially like to 
take vacations that may include stopping and seeing one 
or more of these.

Have you heard of these Halls of Fame: Roller Derby 
Hall of Fame, Buckaroo Hall of Fame, Croquet Hall of 
Fame, Insurance Hall of Fame, Agricultural Hall of Fame, 
Freshwater Fish Hall of Fame, or the Paper Hall of Fame? 
There is even a Quilters Hall of Fame. I hadn’t heard of 

most of these, but I assure you that they are real.

When pressed one time about how many great men I 
have known in my lifetime, I made a short list. Accom-
plishments and longevity were characteristics I looked for.

In Hebrews 11, the writer of our text, possibly Paul, has 
listed people that seem to be in God’s Hall of Fame. These 
individuals are listed as our example of people of faith 
who had to wait for the promises of God to be fulfilled 
(Hebrews 11:39, 40).

11:1, 2 — The definition of faith is 
given here. The style of this writing is 
similar to Hebrew poetry in that two 
parallel and nearly identical thoughts 
are used to say the same thing. Faith is 
not wishful thinking. Faith is knowing 
assuredly that something is real even 
though it hasn’t been seen yet.

The writer says people of old (those 
he’s writing about) received the com-
mendation of God by living by faith. 
The idea here is that if we want the 
approval of God, we too will live by 
faith.

11:3 — This verse speaks for the 
Christian against the theory of evo-
lution. It may look like certain things 
“evolved” from others (man from 
monkey), but we know that the uni-
verse was made by the Word of God. 
Did the writer know that someday 
there would be a “theory of evolution” 
that would take glory from God and 
give it to “nature?”

11:4 — The story of Cain killing 
Abel is found in Genesis 4:1-15. Both 
brothers knew what God required. 
Abel acted in faith and did what God 
said. Cain did not act by faith. Cain 
went through the motions. He thought 
he knew better or what he was doing 
was “just as good” as what God said. 
Jesus referred to the righteousness of 
Abel (Matthew 23:35).

11:5, 6 — Not much is known about 

Enoch except that God took him to 
heaven without passing through death. 
The Bible says that “Enoch walked 
with God” (Genesis  5:24). Enoch 
pleased God because of his faith. No 
one can please God without faith. 
People must believe that God is and 
that He does reward those who seek 
Him. What did Enoch do to show 
his faith? We do not know. If we did, 
some would try to do the same thing 
which would be to try to earn our way 
to God. Admittance to the presence of 
God is not by our works, but by our 
faith. Having said that, our faith is 
proven by what we do.

11:7 — Noah is the next example of 
faith. He was warned of God concern-
ing the flood and built the ark. Anyone 
who has been to the Ark Experience 
in Northern Kentucky knows how big 
that thing was. How foolish it must 
have looked to his neighbors. With 
each sound of the hammer on a nail, 
the judgment of God was being sound-
ed out to an unbelieving world. What 
the neighbors thought did not matter 
when the rain started to fall.

11:8 — The father of the Jews, 
Abraham, obeyed when told by God 
to leave the homeland he knew and 
venture into the wild wilderness. He 
left the city to go to the country. He 
hadn’t seen where he was going. God 
said, “Go,” and he went.

Missionaries often do that today and 

some think, “How foolish,” but God 
has something better for them in eter-
nity.

11:13 -16 — These great heroes did 
not receive a reward in this life. The 
reward comes after life is over. As far 
as they were concerned, they were go-
ing to a better land. These heroes did 
not see what they were working for. 
They simply believed God and obeyed 
Him.

When the CRA started to raise mon-
ey for its present home, the surprising 
thing was how many missionaries sent 
money for the project. Many of these 
were people who lived in very poor ar-
eas of the world. They had such poor 
working conditions but knew the val-
ue of the CRA to our brotherhood. In 
fact, one missionary couple lived as 
paupers in one of the poorest countries 
in the world but sent offerings often. 
When they died, their estate named 
the CRA as their beneficiary. They 
could have used the money to make 
their own lives easier, but they wanted 
to spread New Testament Christianity.

People who live by faith under-
stand this song from their youth, “This 
world is not my home. I’m just a pass-
ing through. My treasures are laid up 
somewhere beyond the blue. The an-
gels beckon me from heaven’s open 
door, and I can’t feel at home in this 
world anymore.”
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Hebrews 10:23-36 August 15, 2021
Keep Going

Background — Napoleon once said:
“Everything in Christ astonishes me. His spirit overawes 

me, and his will confounds me. His ideas and his senti-
ments, the truths which he announces, his manner of con-
vincing, are not explained either by human observation, or 
the nature of things. His birth, and the history of his life; 
the profundity of his doctrine, which grapples the mightiest 
difficulties, and which is of those difficulties the most ad-
mirable solution; his gospel; his apparition; his empire; his 
march across the ages and the realms,—everything is for 
me a prodigy, a mystery insoluble, which plunges me into 
a reverie from which I cannot escape—a mystery which is 
there before my eyes, a mystery which I can neither deny 

nor explain. Here I see nothing human. The nearer I ap-
proach, the more carefully I examine. Everything is above 
me. Everything remains grand—of a grandeur which over-
powers. His religion is a revelation from an Intelligence 
which certainly is not that of man.”

Napoleon had high thoughts about Jesus, but what did he 
do with those thoughts? How did he let his life be molded 
by his thoughts about Him?

“Better” is the theme of Hebrews. Many ways are point-
ed out that show Jesus is better than everyone and every-
thing. Today Paul shows what should be done because Je-
sus is better.

10:23 — Our text picks up in Chap-
ter 10 where Paul has said that Jesus 
has cleansed us. He illustrates this by 
going to the Temple and showing how 
Jesus made sacrifice for our sins and 
did not enter an earthly temple but 
the Heavenly. He is our special high 
priest. Because of that, we should hold 
onto our hope in Him without waver-
ing. Christ is faithful and we should be 
too.

10:24 — We should also encourage 
fellow believers to remain faithful in 
our love and in showing that love for 
Christ and others. We are not saved 
by our good works, but because of 
the salvation Christ has provided, we 
should want to do good works. Christ 
was good to us; we should be good to 
others.

10:25 — Here is a call to faithful-
ness. The ESV has the word “Day” 
capitalized which would tend to say 
that the Day here is the Day when 
Christ will return. However, in the 
Greek New Testament, the word is 
not capitalized. I tend to think that this 
word “day” is referring to the first day 
of the week when Christians would 
gather for worship. The context is not 
to neglect meeting together. The gath-
ering on the first day of the week to 
worship is important. Acts 2:42 points 

out the four parts of our worship ser-
vice. “Apostle’s doctrine” is the ser-
mon or the lesson. “Fellowship” has 
the idea of a mutual sharing. Do not 
think of this as a food time but of 
sharing in the offering. “Breaking of 
bread” is the time around the Lord’s 
table or communion. “Prayers” is sim-
ply praying to God.

Two things about this list: 1) In the 
Greek text, the article “the” is in front 
of the first three items which shows 
that these are one-of-a-kind things. It 
is not in front of “prayers” because 
praying is something that we should 
be doing at all times (1  Thessalo-
nians  5:17). 2) This list may be not 
just a list of things we are to do in a 
worship service, but it also could be 
the order of the first-century service.

10:26-31 — This seems to indicate 
that a willful absence from the ser-
vices of the Lord is not a good thing. 
Notice that deliberate sin does have a 
penalty. Too many have a casual at-
titude about worship services on the 
first day of the week. The idea is of-
ten that people will “go to church” if 
they have nothing else more important 
to do. Little League, family outings, 
professional sports, and reunions all 
seem to take precedence for so many 
people. They are not present at church 

encouraging others by their presence, 
but when others see them absent from 
the Sunday assembly, it says church 
wasn’t that important.

If I had done something wrong, I 
was not happy to see my father when 
he got home from work. If we have not 
lived for Christ but have “trampled” 
Him under our feet, by ignoring Him 
and His will, He will not be happy. We 
know this ahead of time.

God will judge His people, and it 
is a fearful thing to stand before Him 
when we are guilty.

10:32-36 — Paul reminds them to 
think of how they lived when they 
first accepted Christ. They had to suf-
fer for being a Christian, but they ac-
cepted that suffering willingly.  Christ 
had suffered for them and now it was 
their turn. He tells them to endure the 
sufferings so that they can receive the 
rewards.

The old hymns have so much to teach 
us and remind us of in our relationship 
with Christ. Isaac Watts wrote: “Alas, 
and did my Savior bleed? And did my 
Sovereign die? Would He devote that 
sacred head For such a worm as I?”

We may not be called upon to die 
for Christ, but we are called to live for 
Christ.
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1 John 4:2-3, 13-17; 
5:4-5

August 22, 2021
Perfect Love

Background — On the Apostle Paul’s second mission-
ary journey, he went to Athens. There he examined the city, 
and, as was his custom, he began his mission enterprise in 
the synagogue. Why? Because there he would find people 
with some sort of background to understand whereof he 
was talking. They were Jews, like him, and would know 
the Old Testament. But he didn’t stop in the synagogue. 
No, he went to the marketplace and tried to preach there.

Some Greek philosophers, Epicurean, and Stoics ap-
proach him and want to know more of the message he was 
preaching. They take him to the Areopagus, a small hill 
just northwest of the Acropolis. It was a spot where a court 
met. Luke records (Acts 17:21) that Athenians “and the 
foreigners who lived there would spend their time in noth-

ing except telling or hearing something new.”
Times have not changed. We used to read the newspaper 

to get the latest. Then we had the 24-hour news channels 
competing for our attention. Now the smart phone dings 
with the latest right at our fingertips. People want to hear 
the newest and latest but not necessarily the truth.

On a trip to New Orleans, I passed a tarot card reader sit-
ting on the sidewalk hawking her false wares. I stopped to 
talk to her and tell her of a better way to know her future. 
As soon as she realized I was a Christian, she no longer 
wanted to talk.

Our text today talks about making sure the message we 
hear and preach is from God.

4:2-3 — These verses are prefaced 
by Verse 1 where John warns that his 
readers should not believe everything 
they hear. They should test what is 
said, and the way to do that is by the 
Word of God. He says every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus has come in the 
flesh is from God. Those to whom he 
was writing were having problems 
with false teachers who made up their 
message. Sometimes people will say, 
“I’ve already told you more than I 
know.” That is what the false teachers 
were doing. The written Word of God 
was not available to them as it is to us 
today.

4:13-17 — Here is another “we 
know.” John said, “We know” in 
verse 1. The idea is not that we guess 
that what we believe is true, or we 
hope it is true. John says, “We know.” 
The Greek word used here for “know” 
has the idea of absolutely. We know 
absolutely with no doubts.

John, as an Apostle, saw (v. 14) and 
witnessed many things about Jesus 
after His resurrection. Other witness-
es included Mary Magdalene, Simon 
Peter, the two on the road to Emmaus, 
the 500 brethren who saw all at once, 

and Saul of Tarsus to name some. In 
1  Corinthians  15 we are told about 
these witnesses.

Verse 15 says whoever confesses 
Jesus is the Son of God has God abid-
ing in him. This “confession” is more 
than just saying the words. Confes-
sion of faith in Christ is a must (Mat-
thew  10:32), but it is again, not just 
reciting the words. The confession 
comes as to how we live our lives. As 
the witnesses list above changed the 
way they lived, so we change the way 
that we live.

There was an elder once who made a 
great show of his faith. He prayed very 
loudly in a deep voice. He always car-
ried his Bible. He talked a very good 
Christianity for a while. Then it came 
out that he was an alcoholic and was 
having an affair with another elder’s 
wife. As some would say, he “talked 
the talk, but didn’t walk the walk.”

John is saying that when we really 
have the love of God in us, we abide 
in Him. As “He is so also are we in 
this world.” Notice that John speaks 
of Jesus in the present tense. It is not 
as Jesus was but as He is so we should 
live. The hymn writer said, “And He 

walks with me and He talks with me 
and He tells me I am His own.” Our 
relationship with Jesus is not limit-
ed to what He did in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, nor what He is going 
to do in the book of Revelation. He is 
alive and present today by His Holy 
Spirit indwelling us (Acts 2:38).

5:4,5 — As Christ overcame the 
temptations of the world, the lust of 
the flesh (Matthew 4:3,4), the lust of 
the eyes (Matthew  4:8-10), and the 
pride of life (Matthew  4:5-7), so we 
can overcome sin by our faith in Him.

Jesus faced the same types of temp-
tations that we face. Yet, He did not 
sin. When we place our faith and trust 
in Christ, He gives us the love and 
strength to face rather than succumb 
to life’s temptations.

Gill says, “In his Communist Man-
ifesto, Marx declared the only path to 
meaningful fulfillment was to aban-
don Christianity for pragmatic, mate-
rialistic atheism. Religion, he said, is 
‘the opiate of the people.’”

The true Christian knows the love 
of Christ, that Marx was wrong, and 
can triumphantly proclaim, “Victory 
in Jesus!”
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2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 August 29, 2021
Be Confident

Background — The story is told that Paul never visited 
a town and asked where their best hotel was. Instead, he 
asked where the jail was. The reason? It seems like that is 
where he would end up.

One might think if God has called you to take the Gospel 
to the entire world, including to kings (Acts  9:15), God 

would take better care of you. When things don’t go well, 
one might think God is not with you. It is the classic ques-
tion: “Why do bad things happen to good people?”

Paul writes to the Corinthians to strengthen their faith 
even during hard times.

4:16 — “For which cause…” What 
cause is he talking about? The cause 
of preaching the Gospel that can save 
men. Paul preaches and suffers from 
the enemies of Christ, but he does not 
“lose heart” or as it is translated in 
4:16, “we faint not.” This is a strong 
Greek term that refers to “abandoning 
one’s self to cowardly surrender.”

Paul says that his “outward man” 
(meaning his body) is perishing. He is 
getting old. What some people call ag-
ing, God calls dying (Genesis 3:3). He 
says that his inward man is renewed 
daily. The spiritual man continues dai-
ly to grow into the likeness of Christ. 
Every day is a new day with Christ.

4:17 — The physical suffering he 
was doing on this earth was nothing 
compared to the glory of eternity. 
Women go through pain in childbirth. 
However, the reward (the child) is 
worth it in the long run.

4:18 — Paul says he doesn’t dwell 
on the things of this life because they 
are so temporary. He looks at eternal 
things, things that cannot be seen with 
physical eyes right now.

5:1 — I share four grandchildren 
with a man who suffered with Guillain 
Barre syndrome. A large man physi-
cally, he was reduced to spending the 
last six years of his life as an invalid, 
pretty much incapable of doing little 
if anything for himself. While writ-
ing this lesson, four goodbye videos 

came to him from our grandchildren. 
Because of COVID-19, they could not 
see him personally. All four of their 
goodbye messages were filled with 
hope for the new experiences he would 
have as he left his body to be with the 
Lord. Their faith was strong because 
his faith was strong. His physical body 
was being destroyed but he was going 
to receive a new body (house) that is 
eternal.

5:2 — We would all like that new 
body right now, but we must wait.

5:3,4 — Paul is pointing out that the 
next life is not a bodiless spirit. There 
will be a new body in eternity for the 
believer. It will be a glorious body like 
that of our Lord after His resurrection.

How many reading this took at least 
one pill this morning? How many took 
more than one? We have aches and 
pains here in this life. If I get on the 
floor for any reason, before I get up, 
I ask my wife if there is anything else 
I should do since I am down there? I 
watch children at play and try to re-
member when I was able to do some 
of those same things. At the gym, I 
watch men playing basketball and try 
to remember when I was able to do 
that. The new body will need no pills. 
There will be no aches or pains.

5:5-7 — Paul is stating that our 
heavenly existence will come to pass 
by the will of God. Furthermore, God 
has given us His Spirit as an “earnest” 

or guarantee of what is coming. While 
we are in the body we are absent from 
the Lord (physically speaking). There 
is going to come a day when faith will 
become reality. 

We accept all of this by faith. That 
which is seen is not faith but knowl-
edge, reality. None of us has phys-
ically seen Jesus. We accept Him by 
faith, but faith is not blind. Faith is the 
acceptance of reliable testimony that 
has been given. While in high school, 
I had an argument with a teacher about 
whether the Bible was the Word of 
God. He said it wasn’t, and I said it 
was. We argued from the classroom to 
the cafeteria. As he crowded in front 
of the line, he was mumbling to him-
self. Some friends heard and told me 
that what he was saying was, “Humph, 
the kid thinks the Bible is right just be-
cause it has never been proven wrong.” 
I heard that and said, “Yes, now he is 
starting to get the picture.” We accept 
the Bible because it is reliable.

5:8-9 — When we leave our bodies 
(die), we go into the presence of the 
Lord. Paul would much rather be with 
the Lord. However, he knows that 
while in the body he has work to do.

5:10 — We all will be in the pres-
ence of God someday. Judgment is 
coming for all. Rewards and punish-
ments will be handed out at that time.

Are you ready to face God? Have 
you obeyed Christ (Acts 2:38)?
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Tony Sullivan

The Importance of Truth

I can tell you without hesitation or reservation that I love 
the Church of Jesus Christ. I know every congregation has 
its own problems and troubles, and, yes, at times its own 

evil, yet I still love and believe in the Church of Christ.
The church is made up of humans and as long as it is, 

there will be troubles and trials. These problems that plague 
every congregation show that Satan is afraid of the church 
and is attacking the body of Christ. He wanted to destroy 
Christ and failed, so now he is attacking the church, and 
once again, he will fail. The church will be triumphant.

There are many reasons I love the 
church. One of the main ones is that 
in this world of fake news, false infor-
mation, and outright lies, the church is 
the “Pillar and Support of the truth.” In 
1  Timothy  3:15 Paul says, “… but in 
case I am delayed, I write so that you 
will know how one should act in the 
household of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and support 
of the truth.”

God’s revealed truth to save the world was entrusted to 
the Church. We, the church of today, received that truth 
through the words of the Apostles. The Apostles received 
it as it was “breathed” into their pens by the Holy Spirit. As 
Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is breathed out 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc-
tion, and for training in righteousness.”

Truth is essential to doctrine. False doctrine saves no one. 
Doctrine, the teaching of Christ and the Apostles, is not up 
for debate.

One of the mottoes of the Restoration Movement con-
gregations has always been “in opinions liberty.” However, 
when there is a clear teaching of Scripture, how can there be 
an opinion? Truth is what gives doctrine its grip.

When I am thirsty, I want water. I want that water to be 
fresh, clean, and free of pollution. I want to make sure there 
is no poison in the water I am about to drink. If doctrine is 
polluted with falsehood, no matter how sincere, it is no lon-
ger God’s truth—it is polluted and dangerous.

The text says the church is the pillar of truth. A pillar holds 
up something. The church should hold up the truth. If the 

church will not teach and preach the truth, who will? The 
church, and by the way that’s us, has been given the duty of 
maintaining, protecting, and defending the truth. One rea-
son the gates of hades can’t prevail against the church is that 
it is protected by the truth.

Scripture speaks to the importance of truth.
Romans  1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of peo-
ple who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (NAS).

1 Timothy 2:3-4 “This is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (NAS).

3 John 3:4 “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my 
children walking in the truth” (NAS).

There is a plague in the land today, men are turning from 
the truth. They seem to be looking for any teaching that tells 
them they can live their lives like they want to and still go 
to heaven. They want to hear that they don’t need to repent, 
they don’t need to be in the assembly on Sunday, and there 
is really no consequence to pay in the end.

They want to hear about God’s grace, forgiveness, mercy, 
and how He loves us all. Yet, they do not want to hear about 
righteousness, self-control, and judgment to come. They 
only want to hear what their ears want to hear.

Much like King Zedekiah of old, many are asking, “Is 
there a word from the LORD” (Jeremiah 37:17)? We ask, 
like Jehoshaphat, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here?”

Sometimes the truth is not pleasant to hear, but we must 
hear and obey the truth of God’s word if we are to be saved.

When we hear the truth, even when we may not like what 
we hear, we at least know what is expected of us. We know 
what we must do. When we know the truth that Scripture 
teaches, we can better understand the will of God.

Let me encourage you to make sure what you are reading, 
hearing, and teaching is founded on the truth. Make sure the 
preachers you listen to, the writers you read, and those you 
entrust with your spiritual care are teaching what the Apos-
tles taught. There is a lot riding on it.

Tony Sullivan is the Evangelist with the Lester Road Christian Church 
in Fairburn, GA. He is also an associate evangelist with the CRA. He 
can be reached by email: Tonycra@att.net.
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Michael Hines

PURITY OF SPEECH # 2: 
“JUSTICE”

Contemporary culture leaves its mark on language in 
at least two ways. On one hand, there are those who 
would limit free expression. On the other hand, there 

are those who redefine terms to support 
an agenda. Cancel culture attempts the 
former. Proponents of Critical Theory 
redefine terms. The result of both is the 
limitation of free and open communi-
cation. George Orwell described what 
could happen in such circumstances in 
his book 1984. Tyrannical “Big Broth-
er” developed “Newspeak,” to control 
thought and message through the in-
vention of new terminology and giv-
ing terms new meaning. For example, 

in Newspeak, the word free means ‘the absence or lack of 
something,’ doublespeak means ‘believing two contradic-
tory ideas,’ and joycamp is a labor camp. You get my drift!

Words carry ideological weight, and it is altogether pos-
sible to repeatedly hear terminology and assume it means 
exactly what you think it means. The word “justice,” when 
linked with the word “social,” as in social justice does not 
mean what you think it means. All too many Christians hear 
social justice and think it means the same as biblically de-
scribed justice. It does not! 

All right-thinking people desire justice. After all, justice 
is a biblical principle. Micah 6:8 says, “He has told you, O 
man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God.” When reading that verse, people assume justice, 
including social justice, simply means helping the poor and 
assuring a fair hearing before the court. When speaking of 
social justice, the term is redefined and given startling new 
meaning.

In this article, I will do my best to help you understand 
what social justice is about and conclude with what the Bi-

ble teaches about justice. It is a matter of purity of speech—
of understanding what Scripture says and “speaking where 
and as the Scripture speaks.”

Defining social justice as now used is nearly impossible. 
Philosopher and economist Friedrich Hayek says the use 
of the term is often a “weasel word” which almost always 
turns any concept to which it is linked on its head. “So-
cial democracy,” for example, is undemocratic and “social 
justice” is not justice.1 If social justice simply meant “giv-
ing everyone what they are due,” the issue would hardly 
be worth discussing. Those who use the term are not con-
cerned with individuals. Instead, social justice has become 
talk about disadvantaged groups and what government can 
do. As Michael Novak and Paul Adams point out, 

“Often [it means] situations of inequality, to be 
remedied by state-enforced redistribution. In most 
modern progressive usage, the cry for social justice 
is not a cry for greater virtue on the part of the cit-
izenry. Indeed, the citizenry is deemed to lack suf-
ficient virtue to such an extent that the state must 
intervene and effect by coercion the redistribution 
that individuals lack the virtue to effect on their 
own.”2

In brief, this means that social justice is the “state redistri-
bution of advantages and resources to disadvantaged groups 
to satisfy their right to social and economic equality.”3

In today’s parlance, social justice is not about the individu-
al. It is all about the group. A comprehension of this concept 
requires an understanding of critical theory (CT), particu-
larly critical racial theory (CRT). I have previously written 
before about these theories, which are making their way 
into our churches and colleges. Critical theory is based on 
Marxist principles pitting oppressors versus the oppressed. 
Marx focused on economic oppressors (bourgeoisie) ver-
sus the oppressed (proletariat). He expected an eventual 
worldwide proletarian revolt overthrowing the bourgeoisie. 
When that revolt never occurred, Antonio Gramsci, an Ital-
ian Marxist, believed capitalism successfully used cultural 
and legal institutions to maintain power for the bourgeoisie. 
Gramsci said the capitalist class used culture to maintain 
hegemonic4 power rather than violence, economic force, or 
coercion. One class or group oppresses others to maintain 
the status quo. In the United States, Caucasians hold such 
power. However, it is not just the white population. Those 
who maintain cultural, economic, and social power in the 
United States and the West are males who are white cisgen-
dered,5 straight, able-bodied adult Christians. In one way 
or another, anyone who does not meet those categories is 
somewhere in an oppressed group. 

Those in an oppressed group are disadvantaged and lack 
equity. Social justice is the answer to the problem. Notice: 
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I said those in the oppressed group are disadvantaged. I 
did not say those in the oppressed group were necessarily 
a minority. Let me give you an example. According to the 
feminist movement, women are an oppressed or disadvan-
taged group, yet they are more than 50% of the population. 
Social justice warriors consider women an oppressed and 
exploited minority. Social justice requires advantages and 
resources be redistributed to redress the inequity. 

Whether the group considered is black, female, gay, trans-
sexual, or, for the sake of argument, Islamic, there are griev-
ances to be considered. I am not certain where Dr. Baucham 
got the quote, but in his YouTube video cited above, he 
quotes John Rawls as follows:

“As I see it, social justice requires resource equi-
ty, fairness and respect for diversity, as well as the 
eradication of existing forms of social oppression. 
Social justice entails a redistribution of resources 
from those who have unjustly gained them to those 
who justly deserve them. It also means creating and 
assuring the processes of truly democratic partici-
pation in decision-making. It seems clear that only 
a decisive redistribution of resources and deci-
sion-making power can insure social and authentic 
democracy.”6

Social justice assumes those who have power, wealth, 
standing, whatever, have unjustly gained them. No matter 
where you stand in an aggrieved group, if you have amassed 
wealth, standing, or power, you deserve it. Therefore, on 
one hand, if you grew up in the home of a single mother 
during World War II, lived in three-room houses or two-
room apartments in Ottumwa, Iowa, and made it through 
college with no student loans and no financial help, it does 
not matter that you graduated from college, received a grad-
uate degree, and successfully conducted ministry for 54 
years. You do not deserve anything because you succeeded 
as a result of “white privilege.” On the other hand, if you are 
a black athlete adopted by a white family and given all the 
opportunities to succeed as a quarterback for the San Fran-
cisco 49ers, you do deserve it. Get the picture?

Social justice demands the redistribution of both resourc-
es and power—redistribution from those who gained them 
unjustly to those who deserve them! This idea is considered 
true nationally as well as individually. The United States is 
the richest country on the planet. It became rich unjustly 
because it oppressed third world nations through economic 
exploitation and barbaric colonialism. There is nothing in 
any of this further from what the Bible teaches about justice.

When we turn to Scripture, it becomes clear that biblical 
justice is defined in the Ten Commandments. Any concept 
of justice must find its basis in God’s standard of righteous-
ness, not human goodness. In Habakkuk 1:3, 4 the prophet, 
speaking to God, said: “Why do You make me see iniquity, 
and cause me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and 
violence are before me; strife exists, and contention arises. 
Therefore, the law is ignored and justice is never upheld. 
For the wicked surround the righteous, therefore, justice 
comes out perverted.” Social justice is a perversion since 
it requires redistribution of resources, by force if necessary. 
How can it be just to redistribute anything by force?

True justice—I don’t need to define it as biblical justice—
genuine justice is biblical. Justice, when rightly understood, 
has four characteristics.

Compassion. Scripture is not silent about meeting needs. 
God teaches His people to meet the needs of the poor, the 
widows, and the orphans. We are told to “bear one another’s 
burdens” (Galatians 6:2). James, the Lord’s brother, warned 
about the misuse of wealth (James 5:1-6). Wealth is not to 
be hoarded but used for others. Furthermore, Deuterono-
my 10:18 says, “He executes justice for the orphan and the 
widow and shows His love for the alien by giving him food 
and clothing.” Exodus 22:21-27 says much the same thing. 

God’s Word urges compassion and promises judgment 
for those who pervert it. Through Isaiah, God said, “Learn 
to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow.” Deuteronomy 27:19 warns, 
“Cursed is he who distorts the justice due an alien, orphan, 
and widow.”

There are some provisos that social justice warriors nev-
er mention. Paul said the lazy and those unwilling to work 
should not eat (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Undisciplined or un-
worthy lives are not to be honored. Only “widows indeed” 
were to receive regular support (1 Timothy 5:5). Because 
Paul elsewhere counseled young widows to marry under 
certain circumstances (1 Corinthians 7:8, 9), I take it a “wid-
ow indeed” is likely older. The Bible discriminates between 
the truly needy and those who follow destructive lifestyles.

Retribution. Justice also calls for punishment for the un-
just. Nowhere does this become clearer than at the cross. A 
just God requires retribution for sin. Paul spends much time 
in Romans 1-8 detailing humanity’s deserving punishment 
for flouting God and His righteousness. On one hand, God’s 
righteousness demands sin be punished. On the other hand, 
God’s love and mercy requires a means of reconciliation for 
the sinner. It was Jesus who bore our punishment and made 
it possible for God to be “both just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:26). 

Scripture spells out the necessity for retribution. Num-
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bers 14:18 tells us, “The LORD is slow to anger and abun-
dant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion; but He will by no means clear the guilty….”

Impartiality. More than any other characteristic, Scrip-
ture stresses impartiality. Social justice warriors demand 
equity, while Scripture calls for impartiality. Justice is not 
about ethnic quotas; it is impartiality in the equal applica-
tion of the law. If you think like I do, you are often disap-
pointed that courts and judges fail to dispense retribution, or 
demonstrate compassion, without preference. All too often, 
celebrities or the wealthy escape deserved recompense for 
their actions. Any preference given flies in the face of Scrip-
ture. Leviticus 19:15 tells us, “You shall do no injustice in 
judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to 
the great; but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.” Deu-
teronomy 16:19-20 says, “You shall not distort justice; but 
you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a 
bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of 
the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue….” 

Redemption. Social justice fails in its condemnation of 
whole groups. As I alluded above, sin cannot go unpun-
ished for God says, “every transgression and disobedience 
received a just penalty” (Hebrews  2:2). Justice is never 
fulfilled until all of God’s righteousness is fulfilled. Social 
justice requires activity and action to make up for disad-
vantages of the oppressed. Christians live out the gospel 
by demonstrating justice, but salvation is not dependent on 
works of righteousness. It is Jesus who fulfilled God’s righ-
teousness on our behalf, but as God’s children we exhibit 
that righteousness in transformed lives who think more of 
others than ourselves.

Justice is an individual and a group matter, but it is not 
a matter to be fulfilled in the hands of those who know not 
God. God’s people have surrendered their responsibility to 
the state. All too often, the welfare state is trusted more than 
God’s people when meeting the needs of orphans, widows, 
and the poor. In times past, families cared for their aged, 
their sick, and those in need. In my family, for example, 
my mother found it difficult to raise me by herself on $50 
a month teacher’s salary. Because she kept me rather than 
giving me up, her brother and sisters promised to help…and 
they did. Because of the influence of Christianity, neighbors 
once moved to help neighbors. I did my part as neighbors 
came to my grandfather’s farm to thresh his grain. Back in 
the day, the church met the needs of those who could not 
meet immediate needs. Let us never forget that although 
we are not saved by works, we are “created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
If we are to practice “pure speech,” we must be reminded 

to do “Bible things in Bible ways”…including justice!
(Endnotes)
1 “Sustainable Newspeak by 2050,” www.lawliberty.org/sustainable-new-
speak-by-2050.

2 Michael Novak and Paul Adams, Social Justice Isn’t What You Think It Is (New 
York: Encounter Books, 2015), p. 21.

3 Dr. Voddie Baucham, “Defining Social Justice, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YFNOP2IqwoY

4 From hegemony, the social, cultural, ideological, or economic influence exerted 
by a dominant group.

5 From cisgender, being a person, whose gender identity corresponds with the sex 
the person had or was identified as having at birth.

6 Baucham, Ibid. Emphasis added.

Michael Hines is a professor of church history and now makes his home 
in Sun City, AZ. He can be contacted by email: professormike1943@
gmail.com.
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Kent B. True, aka 
Harold Orndorff

Sometimes it is wrong to be right. 
At least, that is what one fellow 
recently wrote. The topic today is 

nothing new. In fact, it is a review of 
something that plagues our culture at 
many levels. Also, as you will see, it 
did not come from some well-known 
source, but that is part of what makes 
it interesting. This month, we explore 

something that is becoming an almost 
unnoticed aspect of our culture. It is one 

of those things that, if you are not constantly aware of it, 
will slip in unnoticed. See what you think as we explore . . .

Perspective Is Everything
“Living on purpose: 

 Sometimes it is wrong to be right”

East Oregonian

Chris Hankel, February 25, 2021

The East Oregonian is a little regional newspaper. It is not 
your first-line source of much from all appearances. That 
is what makes this interesting. Chris Hankel is not anyone 
well-known. But again, that is what makes this interesting 
because Chris, whoever he is, expresses succinctly some-
thing that has become part of our culture. What is also inter-
esting is, at the end of this short piece, we are told, “Chris 
Hankel is the lead pastor at New Hope Community Church 
in Hermiston.”

So, this is from some little church in the middle of no-
where Oregon. On the map it looks like it is a beautiful 
place, and it is the largest city in eastern Oregon with a 
population of just over 18,000. In this nice little place, at 
some nice little community church, this is the approach of 
the “pastor.” What is this approach?

Chris begins by asking, “Have you ever won an argu-
ment, but in the end felt like it wasn’t a win? I can think 
of many times I’ve had a disagreement with someone, and 

even though my facts were correct, and my logic was solid, 
it still felt like I came out on the losing end.”

Why does Chris count this as the losing end? As he says, 
“Because I was willing to sacrifice our relationship so I 
could be right.”

Let’s start by conceding that there are times when debates 
with people you know are pointless at worst and not all that 
important at best. Chris says he is talking about “arguments 
over politics, racial justice” for two of his examples that 
lead to “we can no longer worship with . . . someone who 
has a different perspective.” Throughout this article, Chris 
seems to be dancing around a false choice: you must choose 
either relationships or truth.

It is important to think clearly about the word “argu-
ment.” Sometimes it is connected to angry, mindless shout-
ing about something. However, it can also refer to a debate 
between people. Such debate can be formal (this is seldom 
done these days) or informal. There is nothing wrong with 
debate, and it need not destroy relationships. In fact, one 
reason you might debate someone, in an informal sense, is 
because you detect that they hold faulty ideas that might be 
harmful. Chris doesn’t even seem to allow that this could 
happen.

I sometimes wonder if people really think through what 
is implied in examples. Some “perspectives” are very im-
portant, and not all perspectives are created equal. Here is 
a political perspective: racial socialism. It is also known 
as National Socialism, or Nazism. Are these just “perspec-
tives” or might they be wrong in almost every way imag-
inable? There are racial justice “perspectives” that say not 
all races are equal, so that justice requires some races be 
treated differently than others. National Socialists had their 
version of this, but there are some modern versions that are 
very different in their view of which races should be treated 
differently than others in order to achieve so-called justice.

I am almost certain that Chris was not thinking of any-
thing like this, but what he said does not rule it out. Chris 
tells us he enjoys a good debate, but it is “rarely worth sac-
rificing a relationship to prove my point.” Perhaps in sleepy 
little towns in east Oregon there is no racism, totalitarian 
statistism, or any other truly terrible views being promoted. 
Here in my part of the world, that is not the case.

Then things get even worse when Chris “stops preachin’ 
and goes to meddlin’” as some have said. Now he brings 
Jesus into the picture when he says, “Jesus made it clear: 
There is nothing He values more than relationships.” Chris 
goes on to say, “Jesus was so committed to relationship that 
he was willing to give His own life so that our relationship 
with God could be restored.”
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While that second statement is true, it is simply not to the 
point. If Jesus values relationships more than anything, then 
Jesus would not require that we agree with Him on many 
points to restore our relationship with God. God requires 
we agree with Him on several “controversial” things to be 
saved. These are those “believe that” items that we must ac-
cept to even get started with salvation. One wonders if Chris 
has really read most of the New Testament. Perhaps he read 
it, but simply did not think carefully about it.

In John 8:23-24, Jesus is debating the Pharisees. In the 
end, He delivers His conclusion in no uncertain terms: “You 
are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world. I told you that you would die in your 
sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be], 
you will indeed die in your sins” (NIV).

Jesus did not, in fact, maintain a “relationship” with many 
of the Pharisees. He clearly wanted to, but they would not 
allow it. Why? Because they were required to agree with 
Him on certain key matters, and they would not. Clearly, 
Jesus valued truth over this relationship.

Perhaps Chris would say, “Well, that is just the way Jesus 
had to deal with those stubborn Pharisees. For others, Jesus 
would never take that approach.”

This takes us to the well-known debate in John 4 between 
a Samaritan woman and Jesus. In the course of the debate, 
Jesus tells her, very bluntly:

“You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of wor-
shipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and His 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 
— John 4:22-24, NIV 

Sometimes we miss the force of this familiar episode. Je-
sus tells this woman she and her whole culture worship God 
in the wrong way and believe the wrong things. To translate 
this into what might happen in our culture, Jesus is telling 
the lady that she goes to the wrong church where the wrong 
things are believed. Now, unlike the Pharisees, this lady 
concedes Jesus’ point and becomes a follower. Notice that 
Jesus did not sugar-coat anything He said to her.

There is something hidden behind this idea that relation-
ships are more important than debate. This applies especial-

ly in a church setting. One thing that should be debated is 
the necessity of sound doctrine. We simply cannot avoid it 
unless we decide that what you believe is not important.

Chris comes near the end of his thoughts with this: “May-
be instead of focusing on winning arguments, we should be 
focused on building relationships. That may mean agreeing 
to disagree or listening to someone else’s thoughts without 
having to convert them to our way of thinking.” His exam-
ple of Jesus does not support this. Jesus very often did not 
do this. He built relationships with winning arguments by 
clearly stating true premises and coming logically to true 
conclusions. That is the definition of a good argument.

Now, of course, none of us is Jesus. Furthermore, if Jesus 
has delivered His message to us, we have access to truth, 
and this truth has application to matters like politics and 
racial justice. Jesus doesn’t ask us “to agree to disagree.” He 
asks us to state truth and contend for truth.

That doesn’t mean that sometimes tact is not appropriate. 
Being tactful is not the goal. Being pals with everyone is 
not the goal. Not all “perspectives” are equal. Some per-
spectives are simply wrong. This is important when dealing 
with significant moral matters such as politics and justice. It 
is even more important within the church.

Perhaps part of the problem is the assumption that “I am 
what I think.” People tend to assume their conclusions are 
theirs, and no one has a right to question them. Logic is not 
equally binding on us all. What I think need not make sense. 
I think what I think, and you have no right to question or de-
bate it. If you do, that is considered an attack on the person.

Jesus did not accept the approach just described. The 
claim that Jesus values relationships over a correct appre-
hension of truth is worth a firm debate. If Chris were with 
me, I would debate that until the cows came home - if I 
had some cows. Truth is the goal, and Jesus made that very 
clear. Truth is important not just for its own sake, but for the 
sake of all of us who so desperately need it! If it takes some 
extended debate to get to it, then we need to debate, dispute, 
and present arguments. Everything I read about Jesus sug-
gests He would agree with that. If Chris doesn’t agree, then 
he is just wrong. That is worth a good debate.

* Kent B. True is the alter ego of Harold N. Orndorff, Jr., a retired cam-
pus minister who has taught college and seminary courses in the fields 
of apologetics, philosophy, ethics, and logic. Lately he enjoys studying 
his grandchildren, who are very interesting one and all. Contact him, if 
you must, at hnoii@hotmail.com.
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tists have shown evolution to be true, then God must have 
used evolution to create this universe and life. We will rein-
terpret Genesis chapters 1-11 to accommodate the big bang, 
cosmic and biological evolution, and the flood.” Thus, Gen-
esis chapters 1-11 are not seen as historical fact, rather they 
are viewed as allegories describing the human experience.

Why do certain believers want to view the creation and 
flood narratives of Genesis as non-historical prose? Is it 
not because they have accepted a different source of truth, 
a source that ultimately is the rationalistic mind of man? Is 
it not because we are trying to force an integration of the 
Bible with theories of origin that deny the existence of our 
Creator? Has the church abandoned the truth of Scripture 
for the humanistic, rationalistic, materialistic, and specula-
tive explanation for the universe? Isn’t this the reason an 
old universe is accepted? Isn’t this the reason the universal 
flood of Genesis is made to be a local flood? This blend of 
evolution and creation was once called theistic evolution. 
Now it is called progressive creationism. Either way, truth 
of Scripture is sacrificed on the altar of rationalism. Genesis 
cannot be accepted as historical fact if the big bang, cosmic 
evolution, biological evolution, and a very old earth are fact.

The theory of evolution cannot be established as scientific 
fact. It is a theory about a past that cannot be duplicated in a 
laboratory; rationalistic explanations to avoid the truth that 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 
If there is no Creator, then there is no accountability to that 
Creator. Man, as the pinnacle of evolution, can be whatever 
he wants to be. In essence, Man becomes god.

Theories of origin do not belong in the category of sci-
ence. They belong in the category of philosophy and reli-
gion. They are based on a priori assumptions which cannot 
be proved true, only accepted as true. Yes, the evidence of 
God and of an intelligently designed creation abound, but 
one can’t put Him in a laboratory and prove that “in the be-
ginning, God created the heavens and the earth,” just as one 
can’t prove the big bang.

Many say, “The Creation-Evolution debate is not critical 
to salvation. What matters is a personal relationship with 
Jesus.” However, in a swing toward emphasizing the ne-
cessity of a personal relationship with Jesus, many have 
de-emphasized the necessity of knowing the Scriptures 
and trusting them to be absolute truth in all areas of human 
knowledge. Jesus did not say that the Scriptures are faulty 
or unnecessary. Knowing the Scriptures and believing them 
to be God’s truth is not contrary to knowing Jesus person-
ally and believing Him to be Truth. In fact, Jesus said the 
Scriptures testify of Him (John 5:39, 40), and in His prayer 
in John 17:17, He prayed, “Sanctify them by the truth; Your 

word is truth.” Jesus even went so far as to say, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Thus, the Scrip-
tures are the foundation of faith and trust in Jesus.

All are dependent on the Scriptures to know who Jesus 
is and why He came. Everyone needs the Scriptures to re-
veal to us what He taught and why He died on Calvary’s 
cross. People need the testimony of the Scriptures to know 
the facts about the resurrection of Jesus. Christians need 
the Scriptures to have and believe the promise that Jesus 
is coming again to judge the world and usher in the New 
Heaven and the New Earth. Christians need the Scriptures 
to know how Jesus wants us to live as salt and light in this 
present world.

The question becomes: How trustworthy are the Scrip-
tures? Are they absolutely true because they are a divinely 
given book or do they only contain some truth? 

If we believe that Jesus physically rose from the dead 
based on the preponderance of the evidence, then Jesus is 
who He claimed to be, the Son of God. Thus, His view and 
use of Scripture should determine our view as well. So, how 
did Jesus view the Scriptures? Jesus said that the Scriptures 
testify about Him (John 5:39, 40). He said that God’s word 
is truth (John 17:17). He spoke, concerning the Law and the 
Prophets:

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven 
and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear 
from the Law until everything is accomplished.” 
— Matthew 5:17-18

Jesus trusted the Scriptures to be God’s word. When asked 
by the Pharisees about divorce, Jesus responded, “Hav-
en’t you read that at the beginning the Creator made them 
male and female…” (Matthew 19:4-6). Jesus quoted Gen-
esis 2:24 as something that God said, but these words were 
not verbally spoken by God. They were written by Moses 
as instruction about marriage based on God’s creation of 
Adam and Eve.

It is interesting to note that Jesus said from the beginning, 
the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 
Jesus did not say this passage was Hebrew mythology. He 
did not use it as an allegorical illustration of His teaching on 
marriage. He referred to this as an historical account just as 
the Jewish audience believed it to be.

In Matthew 24:37-39, Jesus refers to the account of Noah 
and the worldwide flood when He gave the promise of His 
return in judgment:

If The Foundation Is Destroyed						      (cont)
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“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before 
the flood, people were eating and drinking, mar-
rying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what 
would happen until the flood came and took them 
all away. This is how it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man.” — Matthew 24:37-39

Again, Jesus used an account in Genesis as a historical 
event and tied it to His teaching about His second coming 
and the coming day of judgment.

No Old Testament account is more laughed at than the 
story of Jonah in the “belly of the whale.” Yet, in the same 
way that Jesus used the account of the flood to predict His 
second coming, He used the historical account of Jonah to 
predict his resurrection:

“A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a mi-
raculous sign! But none will be given it except the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the 
belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 
— Matthew 12:39-40

Jesus referenced all three of these instances as historical 
accounts. Jesus based His teaching on marriage, His second 
coming, and His death and resurrection on them. He never 
used them as an allegory. If they are not historical accounts, 
then either He perpetuated the mistaken view that they were 
historical accounts or Jesus Himself was mistaken. In either 
case, Jesus is less than He claims to be. He either perpetu-
ates a false belief about Scripture or He is ignorant about 
them.

We could point out that Jesus referred to Abel (Luke 11:51), 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Matthew 8:11), Moses (John 3:14), 
David (Matthew  22:43), Daniel (Matthew  24:15), and 
Zechariah (Luke 11:51) as historical people. He even ref-
erenced Sodom and Gomorrah as historical locations (Mat-
thew 10:45, 11:23-24).

My deepest concern is this: While one may think this de-
bate about Genesis has no bearing on our personal relation-
ship with Jesus and salvation through Him, it does certainly 
cause doubt about the trustworthiness of Scripture. It cre-
ates an issue about Jesus as well. Were He and the writers of 
the New Testament in error when they spoke of Old Testa-
ment people and events as history? Can Jesus be the Second 
Adam who brings life if the first Adam is a non-historical 
character in a Hebrew story now thought of as Jewish my-
thology? If sin and the resulting judgment by God, as de-
picted in Genesis, are not historical, then why is a Savior 
who sacrifices Himself and takes away sin even necessary?

Furthermore, what about our young people? If they ac-
cept progressive creationism, then Genesis and other parts 
of Scripture must be re-interpreted. For a while, God is still 
in the picture because He uses evolution and directs it over 
billions of years to create what exists. For a while, they still 
believe in Jesus. Then they go to college where they are 
immersed in humanistic materialism. They get the same 
big bang theory and the same cosmic and biological evolu-
tion minus the God language. The attack on the Bible and 
Christianity is vicious and vigorous. The appeal of the flesh 
to jettison all rules and be free of moral restraint becomes 
inviting. Before long, they not only reject the truth of Gen-
esis, they reject the whole of Scripture and the Christ who 
Scripture reveals, in whom they once believed.

While the progressive humanists attack the foundation of 
Christianity, the authority of Scripture, what has the church 
done? Not only have many believers accepted the evolu-
tionary lie and reinterpreted Scripture, but the church also 
refuses to focus on the foundation of humanism. The church 
focuses on cultural warfare against the evils produced by 
humanism: abortion, homosexual marriage, racism, and 
moral relativism, all the while ignoring the fact that all these 
ills and more come from the foundation of man creating his 
own truth. If we continue down this path, we will continue 
to lose our young people at an even more alarming rate, and 
Biblical Christianity will become more irrelevant in an in-
creasingly hostile society bent on destroying our Christian 
influence.

So, what is the solution? The church must return to teach-
ing and preaching an all-encompassing Biblical worldview. 
That worldview begins with proclaiming all of Scripture as 
God’s truth, using it to judge all other sources of informa-
tion competing with the Bible. The solution must also in-
clude preparing all Christians, both young and old, on how 
to give an intelligent defense for what we believe and why 
we believe it. The Church needs to do more than just teach 
and preach Bible stories. Even the term “story” in today’s 
culture implies that said story is not history, but fiction.

Yes, salvation is through a personal relationship with Je-
sus, but to know Jesus, one must know and trust the Scrip-
tures. It is not an either-or situation—it is both. It is both 
knowing and trusting the Scripture as the divinely revealed 
Word of God, which is used by the Spirit of God to reveal 
the person and saving work of Jesus, the Word who in the 
beginning was with God and was God, who created the uni-
verse and became flesh to save us.

Eugene Neyhart is a retired preacher and a recently retired teacher of 
mathematics. He resides in Taylorsville, KY, with his wife, Linda Jean, 
and is currently a substitute teacher and a freelance writer.

If The Foundation Is Destroyed						      (cont)
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What, exactly, is that mission focus? Paul informs us, “…
that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.” Our 
single-minded focus — our lifetime mission — is to please 
Him, the Lord, who enlisted us as a soldier in His mighty 
army. In the end, it is imperative for us to maintain that sin-
gle-minded devotion to duty that will ultimately please the 
Lord who redeemed us and owns us.

Ultimately our mission is to go and make disciples of all 
nations. No one knows the day and hour when the Lord will 
return. Until then — whether it be 56 days, 56 months, or 
56 years — let us stay driven by our mission, striving daily 
to seek and save those who are lost. In this way, we can be 
confident we will serve in a way pleasing to Him who en-
listed us as soldiers and sailors.

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the coun-
sel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sin-
ners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law 
he meditates day and night.” — Psalm 1:1-2
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The CRA Today

Charles Carter (right) is being congratulated by 
Justin Fluhr, senior minister of Tates Creek Chris-
tian Church in Lexington, KY, where Charles is now 
a member.

Charles was awarded the prestigious Sword and 
Trowel honor in October of last year but was un-
able to attend the ceremony because of COVID 19. 
The presentation was made at Tates Creek this 
past May.

Charles was selected by the Trustees of The 
Christian Restoration Association for his lifetime 
ministry “defending the faith” (Sword) and “building 
the Kingdom” (Trowel).

We are thankful for the ministry and example of 
Charles Carter.


