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1 Peter 3:15-16 begins, “Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have . ..”

The frighteningly irrefutable statistics are screaming at us: the
majority of our adult church members cannot do what 1 Peter
3:15-16 calls for. How many times does this have to be said before
preachers and Christian education leaders start listening? When
will we stop believing that all our adult members need is lessons
and sermons on practical Christian living? Hosea 4:6 says, “My
people perish for lack of knowledge.” In our day, God’s people are
not perishing from a lack of feeling good about being a Christian;
they are perishing because they cannot effectively relate the gospel
of grace through Christ to those around them!

I am 84 years old and for a half century I have watched the
churches ignore the reality of their adult members’ ignorance of
the Bible and the resultant diminishing of Christianity in America.
With all due respect, I must ask, “Is anyone paying attention?”
We cannot live with this reality much longer! I am still asking
the same question I have asked for the last 50 years: how can you
see this happening and fail to grasp the connection? How long
will you tolerate the inability of your adult members to do what 1
Peter 3:15-16 calls for and continue to ignore your responsibility
to correct the problem?

Many are familiar with the simple exponential process that
Jesus established, known as “The Great Commission” in Matthew
28:18-20, the process by which the early church grew. It will still
work. Nothing excites a congregation and deepens faith more than
Biblically-sound numerical growth. For example, if a church of
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100 had only 20% of its members excited about winning others,
all those members would need would be the appropriate training
for the task. Here is the principle: if 20 people focused on winning
and training 1 person in 1 year, the church would grow to 120 and
there would now be 40 who were committed to winning 1 person
in 1 year. At the end of 2 years, the 100-member church would
now have 160, with 80 committed to winning 1 in 1 year. If the
prior and newly-won trained members each won and trained 1
person in 1 year, the church will now be, at the end of 3 years, a
congregation of 240 members with 160 committed to winning and
training 1 in 1 year. Will it work flawlessly this way? Of course
not, but it will far outstrip the prevailing notion that the preacher
is the paid soul-winner, and all the church members need to do is
attend programs that emphasize how to be happy as a Christian.

Obviously, adults need more than cognitive instruction, so
providing them with programming on how to live a fulfilling
Christian life is an indispensable part of meeting their needs.
This is not a call for demolishing such things. My concern is that
so many churches have made these practical needs the exclusive
objective for their adults. Ben Witherington accurately described
it less than a decade ago:

“The church has ceased almost altogether to be what it was at its
inception—an evangelistic movement that also did some nurture
and training of converts. Instead we are nurture institutions that
might have a missions committee. Talk about placing the emphasis
on the wrong syllable as the culture becomes increasing [sic] less
Biblical.”"

There are six steps for correcting this problem: 1. Stop ignor-
(continued on page 4)
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Harvey C. Bream, Jr. Goes Home

Harvey C. Bream, Jr. went to be with
the Lord on December 1, 2018. His me-
morial service was held of December 5,
2018.

Harvey had been a trustee of the Chris-
tian Restoration Association since 1951.
He had also served as Director of the CRA
and editor of The Restoration Herald for
10 years.

A full tribute to this brother will be paid
with the March issue of The Restoration
Herald.

David is being pursued by Saul. Saul, who started out so well, has turned to
the dark side. Everything is out of sorts. Corruption is at the highest seat
of the government. The King is trying to kill an innocent David. David’s friends
are telling him to flee. Nothing seems right. The foundations for the government
seem to have been destroyed. I’m sure that Saul and his advisors thought it best
to rid the world of David even though He was God’s anointed to be the next
King of Israel. After all, times have changed. (Some think that this Psalm was
written when Absalom, David’s son, tried to lead an insurrection. Which time,
Saul or Absalom, makes little difference.)

David writes Psalm 11 and in verse 3 we find: “ifthe foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?”

Again, it is David’s friends who are telling him to flee.

Many look at our government right now and notice that the foundations, if
not destroyed, are completely crumbling. Washington seems to have too many
politicians (Webster defines: “a person actively engaged in politics, especially
party politics...frequently used in a derogatory sense with implications of seeking
personal or partisan gain, scheming, opportunism as distinguished from states-
man, which suggests able, far-seeing, principled conduct of public affairs”).

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all the “politicians” were replaced by “statesmen”?

It does seem that Washington has an abundance of “politicians” and a dearth
of “statesmen.” Lying seems to be the “charge d’affaires” taking the place of
truth. The progressives are promising free healthcare, free college education,
and a basic monthly sum to everyone, even without work. Socialism marches to
tear apart civilization as we know it. Some want no national borders, but [ have
an idea that they lock the doors of their houses when they go to bed at night.
Prayer and Bible reading were removed from schools long ago (perhaps we are
reaping what that sowed).

There is only about .05% of the population that identifies as “transgenders.”
Yet a teacher at Shawnee State is in trouble for not using the preferred pronoun for
a transgender student. He/she/whatever said that he/she/whatever was offended

(continued on page 4)
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PERSONAL THEOLOGY:
A STUDY IN

HOW WE RELATE TO GOD

Part Two: “I Won’t”

by Jim Nichols

Romans 3:23 “...for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God”

Children develop in such predictable ways that experts will
tell you what baby’s first words will be, even before the words
are ever spoken — “Daddy” and “Mommy.” Infants study faces
and grow especially attached to the faces of those they trust, the
ones who care for them.

Concepts take just a little longer than names, so infants don’t
conceptualize until just a little later in the developmental charts.
The first conceptual word a child will use is also easy to predict:
6$N0 ! 2

Parents use the word to warn the child away from danger. He
reaches to touch the electrical wall plate and the parents scream
“No!” He grabs the family cat by the tail, and he hears the word
again. He tries to play with his older sister’s toys, and his sister
uses the same word. The negative command becomes the first
concept that he can formulate. He understands the word “no” and
begins to use it almost as frequently as he has heard it.

There soon comes the point where the word is used not just
negatively, but defiantly. The toddler stamps his foot when his
mother tells him to pick up his toys and says, “No!”” No coinci-
dence to find that his use of this word in defiance might also be
the occasion for his first punishment!

Our spiritual pilgrimage identifies the words of defiance early in
our development too! Even before we’ve learned the words “free
moral agent” we have learned to exercise our moral agency with
the defiant “No!” This “I won’t” identifies our universal response
to the “I should’s” of life. We learn God’s moral imperatives
either by conscience or by revelation, and shortly thereafter we
respond with “I won’t.”

We really aren’t given a time framework about how long Adam
and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden before they sinned, so your
guess would probably be as valid as mine. But just think about it
long enough to give a quick answer: Was it a long time, perhaps
hundreds of years; or was it a short time of a few days, maybe
even a few hours before Adam and Eve disobeyed the command
not to eat the forbidden fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil? What do you think — long time, short time, or something
in between those choices?

Definitely not a long time! Maybe some of us could envision
an “in between” period of a few months or so. But I expect you
are most likely to vote for the short time, the way I would.

We’ve dealt with kids, and we know how they almost imme-
diately go to the one thing we tell them not to go to. We did the
same thing ourselves when we were kids. God’s kids there in the
Garden of Eden weren’t that different. Give them all kinds of fruit,
every kind of fruit imaginable — even fruit from the Tree of Life;
but tell them they can’t eat one kind of fruit and guess what they
crave more than any other fruit in the Garden! Of course, it’s the
one fruit they were told not to eat!

God had a quandary in creating human beings in His image.
In order to have them love Him, He had to give them the op-
portunity to choose. This is the risk of free will. This is why the
opportunity to participate in evil had to be there in the Garden. It
was a real choice, not some illusion, not some fable. The choice
of willful rebellion was as predictable an outcome as the rising
of the sun. Who hasn’t chosen willfulness? Who hasn’t rebelled?
Who hasn’t made that personal declaration of independence from
God, stamped his feet in childish defiance and said, “I won’t”?

Just as this kind of thing is predictable in childhood develop-
ment, it was predictable to God in our spiritual growth. Nothing
takes Him by surprise anyway. He knew Adam and Eve would eat
the forbidden fruit. He knew that you and I would choose personal
sin almost as soon as we knew the difference between right and
wrong. It doesn’t take anyone very long to enter into personal sin.

“I won’t” describes the nature of sin in our lives. We tend to be
ego-centered, beginning at, and especially in, infancy. Before we
could talk, even before we discovered our hands and fingers, we
would cry to let those around us know we were uncomfortable.
We were hungry. We were thirsty. Our diaper needed changing.
We needed to be burped. We needed to go to sleep, but we didn’t
want to miss out on what was happening around us. We probably
didn’t even know for certain just what it was we needed; we just
knew we were uncomfortable and needed our responsible caregiv-
ers to give us the care we needed. Let them figure out what the
problem was! Infants are ego-centric simply for their survival. If
a baby never fussed, he could starve from neglect. Long before
babies realize they have an identity as a unique human being, they
make the world revolve around themselves. But long after we
had outgrown our dependence on others for elementary care, we
maintained a selfishness that turned into embarrassing tantrums.
We have_all stamped our feet and said, “I won’t!”

Paul describes in Romans 7 how the prohibition brought first
(continued on page 4)
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HOW WE RELATE TO GOD (cont.)

the realization of the “wrongness” of something (such as Paul’s
example of covetousness). But rather than protection from cov-
etousness, the commandment led to willful covetousness. The
“No!” that God gave to keep us from coveting echoed back in
our “No!” of willful rebellion. We’d covet just as much as we
wanted, even if it was wrong! The commandment not to covet
isn’t the problem. If we weren’t aware of it (and in many pagan
cultures people are unaware of the sin of covetousness) we
would be violating some other standard of right and wrong that
we did understand.

It’s not Adam’s fault that we sin. That excuse didn’t work for
Adam when he first tried to pin the blame on Eve, and it won’t
work for us.

It’s not God’s fault either. James warns us against saying God
is the source of our temptations, since God isn’t tempted by sin
and doesn’t tempt us with sin (chap. 1, v. 13).

We can’t even blame the Devil. Eve tried that, and the Lord
didn’t give much credence to her excuse, other than to curse the
Serpent for selling Eve on the idea. But let’s face it: Eve bought
the product! Look at the passage on the origin of sin following
James 1:13, and you’ll find no mention of Satan at all!

Mea culpa! “It’s my fault!” We need to learn to say those
words. After all, we first learned to say, “I won’t.”

It can get better than this, but not until it gets to the rock
bottom worst. ()

Jim Nichols is a preacher/writer who makes his home in Pekin, IN. His
books can be found on Amazon.

AllWays Be Prepared
To Give A ANSWer (cont.)

ing the reality. The average American Christian adult is not
equipped to do what

2. Find out to what extent this exists among your members
(There are ways to measure this quite easily.)

3. Select a qualified person who will provide the needed
instruction.

4. Develop attractive, winsome ways to “market” this instruc-
tion to the congregation. (It will likely start with very small
classes, but don’t let this discourage the effort.)

5. Assess the effectiveness after 2 or 3 months.

6. Make whatever improvements this assessment calls for and
start the next wave.

People are not hesitant to talk about something with which
they are familiar. The primary reason most Christian adults don’t
talk to others about salvation and how to attain it is because
they can’t. This is the church’s fault. If the main objective of the
church is to win others to Christ before we can nurture them in
their faith, then when will we start teaching our members how
to carry out that main objective? (1)

Endnotes
1 Ben Witherington III. “Ignorance is Bhss’ Blbhcal llhteracy in the West ttp://ben-
| ' 20 h [accessed

.b
February 2, 2011]

[Ediror’s ViewpolNT (comr.)
by the pronoun the professor used. The teacher said, “fine, I’ll

call you by your name.” He/she/whatever found that offensive
too. How ridiculous!

God made man and woman. That is clear from the Bible.
Someone else made all the rest!

The foundations of our society are being destroyed.

Other foundations are also being destroyed. Politicians are not
only found in Washington D.C. and state capitols but they can
be seen in churches and para-church organizations. There was
actually a time when the word “statesman” was used in speaking
of some of our brethren who were respected leaders amongst us.
One doesn’t hear that word much, if at all, anymore. The word
of the day is “entrepreneur” who is one who manages a business
undertaking.

I have said before that a generation came along who did not
like mid-week Bible studies, so they did away with that. They
didn’t like Sunday evening services, so they did away with that.
They really don’t care for Bible (Sunday) School so they lessen
its importance so they can do away with that. Then they have tried
to put all of the Christian education for a person into a half-hour
performance on Sunday A.M.

Our colleges are dropping Bible credits to line up more with
the secular schools in their area, thinking that what is really
needed is a secular education in a “Christian environment,”
whatever that is. History of the need and purpose of the schools
is being ignored. The history of the need and purpose is part of
the foundation that is being destroyed.

Right after the Psalmist speaks of the foundations being de-
stroyed he asks, “What are the righteous to do?” He doesn’t
throw up his hands and say, “Woe is me there is nothing that
can be done! Don’t even try.” To the contrary. He rejoices that
the Lord is in His Holy Temple. He is reigning from His throne
in heaven. He sees it all. By watching He is testing mankind to
see just what man will do about the situation.

“The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked” (11:5 NAS).
The Lord not only watches those who are destroying the founda-
tions, but also those who are simply watching and doing nothing
about it.

Don’t let the fact that foundations are being destroyed lull
you into a do-nothing attitude. God sees. God knows. That is
important for us. God sees. God knows. He wants us to be active
in preserving those foundations. How do I know that? There is
a promise at the end of the psalm.

“For the Lord is righteous, he loves righteous deeds; the
upright shall behold his face.”

Mini-Messages...The announcement of the death of Harvey Bream
came at a time when most of this February issue was ready to go to the
printer. Rather than give just a partial tribute we have decided that the
entire March issue of The Restoration Herald will be dedicated to the
memory of this great man of God. Revelation 14:13, “And I heard a
voice from heaven saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed indeed, ’says the Spirit, ‘that they may
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”” LM
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“THIS IS MY BODY ...
THIS IS MY BLOOD”

QUESTION: I know that some Christian people (especially
Roman Catholics) believe that during the Lord’s Supper, the unleav-
ened bread and grape juice literally turn into the actual body and
blood of Jesus Christ. Or, at least they believe that the actual body
and blood of Jesus become present along with these emblems. I
think they believe such things because of something Jesus said when
He was instituting the Lord’s Supper. What do you think about this?

ANSWER: In the upper room, when establishing the Lord’s Sup-
per, Jesus passed the bread to His apostles with these words: “Take,
eat, this is My body” (Matthew 26:26). Then He passed the cup
to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is My blood”
(Matthew 26:27-28). The issue is this: what did Jesus mean by the
word “is” in these two statements? The fact is this: like many if not
most words, the word “is” does not always mean the same thing.

Here is a quote from recent history: “It depends on what the mean-
ing of the word ‘is’ is.” What does this make you think of? Bill
Clinton, of course. At his impeachment hearing, Clinton’s lawyer
said, “Ms. Lewinsky has sworn that there is absolutely no [romantic
activity] of any kind ... with Mr. Clinton.” Then he asks Clinton
whether this is true or false. Clinton’s famous reply was this: “It
depends on what the meaning of the word ‘is’ is.”

This was not the first time people have argued over the meaning
of the little word “is.” The verses from Matthew above specifi-
cally say, “This is my body” (fouto estin to soma mou) and “This
is my blood” (fouto estin to haima mou). These seem like simple,
straightforward statements, but Christians have argued over what
Jesus meant by “is” for centuries.

This issue is a main cause of division between Roman Catholics
and most Protestants. On the one hand, Catholics believe that the
word “is” in these texts must be taken literally. The bread literally
is the body of Christ; the fruit of the vine is /iterally the blood of
Christ. They believe that the bread and juice actually change into
the body and blood of Jesus at a specific point during the sacrifice
of the Mass. The bread and juice still look, feel, and taste like
bread and juice (Wine, actually), but—believe it or not—they are
truly the body and blood of Jesus! The little word “is” tells us so.

[73P 1)

On the other hand, most Protestants believe that the word “is” in
these verses is being used in a kind of figurative sense. “Is” would
thus mean “signifies, represents, stands for.” The bread stands for
the body of Christ; the juice stands for the blood of Christ. This is
why we call them “emblems.”

Protestants themselves have divided over this issue. Even two of
the main Protestant Reformers argued about it. On the one hand,
Martin Luther actually agreed with the Catholics to this degree,
that we should take the word “is” in a literal sense; he did not agree

Ask the Professor
Dr. Jack Cottrell

Dr. Cottrell is a retired seminary

. i | professor, and is the part-time teaching
‘| minister for the First Church of Christ in
Greendale, IN. He is the author of many

books.
-~

He may be reached at: jackbarbcot@juno.com

with them on sow this was the case, though. But on the other
hand, his Swiss counterpart, Huldreich Zwingli, argued for the
figurative use.

In a sense I regret having to say this, but—Zwingli was right on
this point! Jesus could not have meant the word “is” to be taken
in a literal sense: His body was sitting right there in the presence
of His apostles when He said this, and His blood at that moment
was flowing through His veins! The Roman Catholics and the
Lutherans are wrong. “Is” is figurative: “This signifies My body.”

We often use the word “is” in this figurative sense, as does
the Bible itself. “T am the bread of life” (John 6:35). “I am the
true vine” (John 15:1). “You are the salt of the earth” (Matthew
5:13). “You are the body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27). “The
seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). “This Hagar is Mount
Sinai” (Galatians 4:25). (“Am,” “is,” and “are” are all forms of
the same verb, “to be.”)

So you see, we are not wrong when we say that the bread repre-
sents Christ’s body and the juice stands for Christ’s blood, in the
same way that seed stands for the word of God. These emblems,
these symbols, are meant to remind us of that event where Christ
gave up his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. They
help us to remember it, or call it to our minds.

So what are we doing when we chew and swallow these em-
blems? See John 6:53-56: “So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly,
I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My flesh
and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on
the last day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true
drink. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me,

and I in him.””

Do not misunderstand this, as Roman Catholics and Lutherans
do. Here is what it means, when you are taking the Lord’s Supper:
“Just as surely as I am now eating and drinking these emblems
with my teeth and tongue, my throat and stomach, so am I at this
very moment, and always, embracing and enveloping my blessed
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, with my whole heart and mind
and soul. Iam absorbing from Him the spiritual nourishment of
His self-giving love, and the life-giving power of His death upon
the cross for me.” These are the kind of thoughts that should be
running through our minds when we are chewing on that little
bit of unleavened bread, and when we are taking that little sip of
the fruit of the vine.

Fegruary 2019
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“Interdenominational!”

“Non-denominational!”

“Undenominational!”

What’s The Difference?

by Lloyd Pelfrey

nterdenominational, non-denominational, and un-

denominational these are three words that are related
and that are sometimes used interchangeably, but they
do have important distinctions. Each term should be of
special significance to those who have a commitment to
the restoration of New Testament Christianity, but both
the commitment and understanding have become blurred.

First, what does interdenominational mean? The
dictionary defines it as “cooperation occurring between,
or among, denominations.” This is most frequently
demonstrated when a community has an interdenomina-
tional revival. Several groups may participate in such an
endeavor, with doctrinal differences compromised until
afterwards. At that time, each group will compete to gain
a larger share of the converts.

Next, what is non-denominational? This word means
that a person or a group is not restricted to any one denomi-
nation. Some revivalists in the past have billed themselves
this way. They could jump from group to group, and they
could adjust their messages to fit the circumstances.

Even publishers sometimes try to produce literature
that is “non-denominational.” They try to print material
that will offend no one, and therefore be marketable to
everyone. The attempt usually fails, for most such efforts
assume doctrinal positions that many people do not hold,

Then, lastly, what is undenominational? This word
describes the position that is defined as one who does not
belong to a denomination, in the normal sense of that word.
One may he denominated as a “Christian,” in contrast to
a Buddhist or whatever. Within Christendom, however,
it is a person, or group. who wants to be a Christian, and
only a Christian (or a Christian only). (Be careful not to
misread the above statement. It does not read “the only

Christian,” but rather “Christian only.”)

What’s the goal of promoting undenominationalism’? It is
unity in Christ Jesus! This is in accordance to the prayer of
our Lord: “That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in
me, and 1 in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou has sent me” (John 17:21 KJV).

It is also in accordance with what both Peter and Paul
wrote to encourage unity among the followers of Christ. This
was done in phrases like these: “speak the same thing,” “no
divisions,” “be of one mind.” “keep the unity of the Spirit,”
“stand fast in one spirit,” “be ye all of one mind,” “in the

unity of the faith,” and “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”

So what? Who cares? What does that mean to me? God’s
plan is not for various groups to merge, so as to create larger
organizations with greater political clout. The apostles knew
nothing of organizations. Their purpose was to proclaim the
message of redemption, and the people who became a part of
this fellowship would just be Christians. There would be no
headquarters, apart from heaven. Each local church would
have its own officers.

What’s the difference? Much, in every way! One concept
follows the plan of God, and the others go against the prayer
of Jesus and the preaching of the apostles. I just want to be a
Christian — undenominational! How about you? @

(Lloyd Pelfrey is Chancellor and Old Testament professor at Cen-
tral Christian College of the Bible, Moberly, MO)

(Editor’s note: This article has appeared several times in the pages
of The Restoration Herald. 1t is being printed again because there
is a new “generation who knew not Joseph” that has arisen and are
moving into our pulpits. They need help in many ways. Perhaps this
will help them in their vocabulary and perhaps their doctrinal stance.)
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Digging a
Little Deeper
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by Gareth L. Reese

“About Anointing”

Two Greek words, both translated “to anoint,” are found in the
New Testament. In fact, both appear in Luke 7:46 (“You did not
anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume”)
and both are translated by one English word “anoint,” but they
refer to different kinds of anointing, and for different purposes.
The two Greek words are aleiphé and chrio. Trench tells us that
in our Biblical writings, aleiphé has a mundane and secular word,
while chrid is the sacred and religious word.

In one non-Biblical papyrus, aleiphd was used for applying
grease to the yoke-band, the purpose of which was to keep it from
chafing the ox. When it is thick ointment that is being applied,
aleipho has the meaning of rubbing or spreading the salve on the
bodily member that is being anointed. Mark 16:1 (“the women
brought spices that they might anoint [aleiphosin] Him”) likely
means the women were going to smear the body of Jesus with a
salve to which the spices were added with the intent of honoring
the dead and retarding the rate of decay. We might picture alter-
nating layers of linen wrappings (John 19:40) and spices if Jesus’
dead body had been there and the women had been permitted to
complete the preparation for burial.

Aleipho is the word used when olive oil is being poured or
rubbed on the body. Unscented olive oil was used as a medicine.
In Mark 6:13, when the twelve were sent out two-by-two, we
are told they “were anointing many people with oil and healing
them.” In James 5:14, when the sick are instructed to call for the
elders, the elders were to anoint the sick with oil and pray over
them, and the sick would be restored as an answer to a prayer
offered in faith. Medicinal properties were attributed to the anoint-
ing. The oil had something to do to promote the healing process.
The non-Biblical papyri tell us that another medicinal use for oil
was found in the gymnasium. Olive oil provided an excellent
rub-down for the tired athlete after exercise. The medicinal use
of oil for an open wound is also seen in Luke 10:34, where the
good Samaritan poured both oil and wine into the wounds of the
man who fell among thieves who had beaten him, robbed him,
and left him half dead.

Unscented olive oil was also used to prevent skin dryness in the
hot dry climate of the orient. In the LXX, 2 Samuel 12:20, Daniel
10:3; and Micah 6:15, refer to this common, everyday use of olive
oil. At Matthew 6:17, Jesus was instructing His disciples concern-
ing fasting without broadcasting to all that you were fasting. He
told them “when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face so
that your fasting will not be noticed by men.” A small amount of
olive oil was poured on the head as a matter of personal hygiene.
When you were a guest in someone else’s home, it was a matter
of courtesy to pour a little olive oil on the guest’s head. A passage
in Xenophon speaks of the greater suitableness of unscented oil

for the men and of perfumed olive oil for women. Perhaps it
was perfumed oil that Ruth used to anoint herself (Ruth 3:3).
Now, with this distinction between unscented and perfumed oil
in mind, we can understand better the words of our Lord to the
discourteous Pharisee (Luke 7:45,46), “You gave Me no kiss;
but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.
You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet
with perfume.” It was as if He said, “You withheld from Me
cheap and ordinary courtesies, while she bestowed upon Me
costly and rare homages” (Trench). The Pharisee’s omission of
a simple courtesy is contrasted with the woman’s lavish use of
the much more expensive oil. On another occasion, when Mary
of Bethany anointed Jesus’ feet with costly perfume of pure
nard, “the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume”
(John 12:3). She poured out the whole 12-ounce bottle of oil
into which spices from the Himalayan mountains had been
added to give it its fragrance. That bottle was worth 300 denarii,
a whole year’s wages for a working man. Aleipho is the only
word used for anointing with oil in the New Testament, there
being no exceptions to this.

The other word translated “anoint” in the Scriptures is chrio.
Chrio is the usual word in the Septuagint of the anointing of the
priests and kings at their induction into office. When the Jewish
high priest was anointed, oil was poured on his head (Exodus
29:7). The anointing signified the conferring of authority con-
nected with the office plus the corresponding responsibility
before God as the God of Israel. The anointing of kings, which
was done by pouring oil mixed with spices (myrrh, cinnamon,
calamus) on the head, is alluded to in Judges 9:8,15 and 1 Kings
19:15,16. In 1 Samuel 9:16, when Saul was to be anointed as
king, God commanded it, but the hand of the prophet did it.
The anointing gave the new king the legal right to rule over
the people of Israel. A special vessel, a horn, kept in the temple
(1Kings 1:39), was used as a container for the anointing oil. The
anointing of Joash to be king was followed by an acclamation
of'the people, “Long live the king!” (2 Kings 11:12), and finally
the ascent to the throne in the royal palace (2 Kings 11:19).

In the New Testament, chrio always has a metaphorical
meaning, rather than referring to the actual pouring of oil on the
head, plus the anointing was an act done by God. The anointing
of Jesus by God is alluded to in several passages. Luke 4:18
(quoting Isaiah 61:1) recalls what happened at Jesus’ baptism
when He received the anointing which made him the Christos,
the Messiah, the anointed One. It reads “the Spirit of the Lord
is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives.”
In Acts 4:27, Luke tells us that Psalm 2 (which had just been
cited) was fulfilled in Jesus “whom You [God] anointed.” In
Acts 10:38, Peter referred to the same special endowment which
occurred at Jesus’ baptism when he spoke about “how God
anointed Him [Jesus] with the Holy Spirit and with power.”
Much like Joash’s anointing was followed by his ascent to
the throne, Jesus’ anointing was followed by His ascent to the
throne at the right hand of the Father. Hebrews 1:9 (quoting
Psalm 45:7 [44:8 in the LXX]), which alludes to Jesus being
anointed with the oil of gladness above His companions, the

(continued on page 8)

Fesruary 2019

7 (31)




Digging a Little Deeper: ccont.»

angels, does not refer to Jesus’ baptism, but to the ceremonial act
of enthronement in heaven. On account of His obedience and His
endurance of suffering (Hebrews 2:9), Jesus has been anointed
and elevated at His ascension to the rank of ruler (Hebrews 1:8)
and high priest (Hebrews 5:9ff).

The other place in the New Testament where chrio occurs
metaphorically is 2 Corinthians 1:21, “Now He who estab-
lishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God.” The first
part of the verse refers to both Paul and the readers (“us with
you”) as it speaks about how they both came to be “in Christ.”
Since “with you” is not carried over to the verb “anointed,”
it appears likely that Paul refers to himself and his fellow
preachers when he says “God anointed us.” Like the practice
of anointing in the Old Testament which put kings and priests
into office, Paul is indicating that he and his fellow preachers
had been divinely set apart to their office. This in turn helps us
to understand I John 2:20,27, which speaks of an “anointing”
that John’s Christian readers had, where the word “anointing”
translates chrisma with the -ma ending emphasizing the result
of an anointing. It appears that it is not every Christian who
has an anointing, but rather that the apostles of Jesus were the
ones who received the anointing, and their preached and writ-
ten message was one result of that anointing. John’s readers
could know God’s truth by referring to the apostles’ teaching
(the result of their anointing), not by searching into some inner
light (as the Gnostics tended to teach). ¢

Gareth L. Reese is a New Testament and Greek professor at Central
Christian College of the Bible. He has authored many commentaries
on New Testament books.
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A Page from the Book

“Complacency Is Not A Virtue”

From time to time I have spoken to fellow Christians and dear
preacher friends of mine who have openly expressed that they
feel no need or compulsion to either be informed to what is taking
place in government or to keep their people informed of anything
going on in the “political arena.” Their thoughts stem from the fact
that there is so much ugliness and vitriol surrounding the world of
politics, and that there is absolutely no room for anything that smacks
of politics to be discussed or debated in a church setting. Now those
of us who are either preachers or involved in ministry know that one
of the quickest ways to get a fire storm started in any environment,
be it the workplace or a family reunion or even your life group at
church is to “talk politics.” Even I know there is a time and place
for everything.

I want to be very sensitive regarding this
subject. I know folks will read this article and
have strong opinions for and against what [ am
about to write. Please note I want to be as fair
and balanced as I can as I share my thoughts. I
hope and pray that I don’t cause more descen-
sion but rather more clarity regarding the role
a Christian can and should play in the steward-
ship of our nation’s liberties and freedoms.

Jim Book

First off, let’s be very clear that America is not
our home. In fact, Peter made sure we know that we are “sojourn-
ers and pilgrims” on this earth (1 Peter 3:11). His point: don’t get
too comfortable with the temporal and don’t overly invest in this
fallen and fragile world. Now we know that even renters have a
responsibility to keep up their property. They must mow the yard
and pay their bills and maintain the property they rent. Nothing
bugs a homeowner’s association more than when a renter moves in
down the block and allows their property to go unkept while all the
homeowners are carefully managing their property. My point is this,
the United States is not really my home. My home is in heaven. My
truest aspiration is to be with God and never allow anything to get
in the way of that goal. But, have I been given biblical permission
to care for and manage and steward this great republic that God has
permitted me to enjoy?

Now, I want us all to come to terms with this question. Are we
responsible as believers and disciples of Christ for the direction or
the moral climate of our culture? One verse that might add some
clarity to this question is found in 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Paul admonishes
the early church and the disciples in the 1* century church to pray for
their civic leaders; “I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers,
intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men.” Then Paul
lists what men he is specifically alluding too, “Kings, and all who
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and reverence.” Don DeWelt explains this passage this
way, “Kings and all who are in high place are some of the specific
men for whom we should pray because it will effect certain changes
in them and their administrations that would not otherwise prevail.”

So, what would happen if the body of Christ across this grand

country truly prayed that our Christian schools and universities
would be protected from governmental intrusion? What if we
prayed universally that abortions would not be protected by the
constitution in a nation that prides itself on life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness? What would happen if churches, preachers,
and lay-leaders prayed that God’s divine wisdom would once again
guide, guard, and direct our president and our congress? Well I can
tell you this much — it will never happen if we as church leaders’
default to either complacency or sheer apathy.

I feel as a Christian steward I have a moral and yes, spiritual
responsibility, to at least retard the ethical and moral spoilage tak-
ing place in this nation. How can I do that if I completely remove
myself from staying informed and doing my due diligence when
it comes to selecting or supporting viable, intelligent, God-fearing
leaders? Dr. Washington Johnson states, “The Pilgrims who came
to the New World by all evidence were Christian people and left
Europe because they were not permitted to worship without fear of
persecution. Roger Williams was a respected minister with unbend-
ing integrity who believed God’s purpose could be accomplished
through governments, religious organizations, and institutions.”
He was very motivated by Paul’s writing to the church in Rome
when he wrote these words in the 13" chapter, verses 1-3 “The
powers that be are ordained of God... for rulers are not a terror
to good works, but to the evil.” So, from a stewardship perspective
in the same way I would care for my home, my health, and my
family, I need to manage and care for the nation in which God has
allowed me to live.

Secondly, laws and legislation made by elected officials could
either positively or negativity affect the spiritual climate of my
community. When Dr. King and other preachers decided to promote
civil rights for all people, they helped to change and re-direct what
was a very negative climate in the United States. Anyone want
to argue that trading complacency for action by these men was a
bad idea? I have heard many well-meaning preachers in our own
brotherhood state that politics don’t belong in the pulpit. I agree.
But what if the issues have nothing to do with a party or politi-
cal viewpoint but rather are biblical in nature. Principles such as
the sanctity of marriage, or the right for a baby to live and not be
aborted, or even something so fundamental as a Christian’s right
to exercise their faith as they see fit.

Folks, many of what now is considered political in nature, were
issues clearly discussed in the Scriptures long before the U.S.
Supreme Court took them up. In James E. Wood’s book entitled
Nationhood and the Kingdom he suggests, “From our nation’s
beginning, religion has played an important part in the election
of public officials.” In fact, as you read the gospels you will find
that, as Wood writes, “The Christian gospel is rooted in God’s
power made manifest in history and the availability of this power
to man. During his brief ministry Jesus admonished his disciples to
be agents of power in the world as both light and salt, and leaven.”
My question to those who have abdicated their role in being both
salt and light in our nation is this, “How can we evoke real change
in the hedonistic direction of our nation if we continue to turn a
blind eye or deaf ear to being a responsible Christian citizen of
this republic?

Again, let me state that the churches primary task has always
(continued on page 23)
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The first Psalm begins with the words, “Blessed is the man who
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly...” and goes on to say,
“the ungodly..., are like the chaff which the wind driveth away...”;
“the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment” and “the way of the
ungodly shall perish.” Not a good outlook for the ungodly! Who
would want to follow their counsel?

Well, to begin with, the ungodly may appear to have advantages
that other men envy. In Psalms 73:12, we are told, “these are the
ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.” This
does not say that all wealthy men are ungodly, but that there are
many who gained their wealth by dishonest means. Others, envying
their wealth, resort to similar unlawful deeds to enrich themselves.

Newspapers and billboards are constantly advertising the casinos
that have “loose slots” where you can win big money. Such “ungodly
counsel” leads many to follow that advice and find themselves in
more debt than they can repay. Homes are lost; marriages, too. That’s
some counsel of the ungodly.

The apostle Peter warns that God “condemned the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes and made them an example
of what is going to happen to the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:6). The cardinal
sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was homosexuality; yet today, even
our Supreme Court has ruled that same sex “marriage” is legal. We
have whole groups of people — LGBTQ : lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, & queer — who represent varying sexual practices, all
of which God has forbidden. Those who object to such practices
are termed “homophobic.” Merchants who fail to serve them for
reasons of conscience are fined heavily or even jailed. The counsel
of the ungodly holds sway.

Paul, in writing to Timothy, says: “Understanding this, that the law
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for those who
strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral,
for men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and
whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine..” (1 Timothy 1:9,10).

Other ungodly counsel prevailing today is “a woman’s right to
choose.” They choose to have sex, but not to have the pregnancy that
results; never mind, they can have an abortion. So, millions of babies
are killed every year and it is all legal. Our Supreme Court says so.
However, God, the true Supreme Ruler, said, “And you took your
sons and your daughters, whom you had borne to me, and these you
sacrificed to them (false gods) to be devoured. Were your whorings
so small a matter that you slaughtered my children and delivered
them up as an offering by fire to them? ” (Ezekiel 16:20,21).

(mackydcc@yaf{o:).com)

And then there is euthanasia, or “mercy killing.” The practice is
being pushed by many in our country today, and it is even lawful
under certain circumstances in some states. This was practiced by the
Nazi regime before and during World War 11, based on the Darwin-
ian theory of “survival of the fittest.” So, they set about eliminating
all they considered “unfit” - any children who suffered any kind of
handicap, whether physical or mental. Many parents were relieved
to be freed from the physical and financial responsibility of caring
for disabled children, so complaints were few when they were told
that their child had died of natural causes while in an institution.
What began as “mercy” soon became murder, and mass murder at
that, as millions died in the death camps. Sadly, they followed the
“counsel of the ungodly.”

“Behold, the Lord cometh...to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds
which they have ungodly committed and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (2 Peter 3:15).

Before that day when the Lord returns in judgment, respond to the
mercy that God offers: “For when we were yet without strength, in due
time, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). That’s grace!

In the Lamb,

Maxine

Maxine Fream Gash is a Christian writer who makes her home in Joplin, MO.
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Beautiful Feet

In Romans 10:14-15 the Apostle Paul says, “How then will
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they
hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are
sent? Just as it is written, ' HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET
OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"”

Just a reminder: the purpose of the Church is to carry the mes-
sage of Christ to a lost world. It is our mission, it is our respon-
sibility, to make sure everyone hears the gospel.

Everything the Church does should have as its goal, the salva-
tion of the world. We are the people who are
here now, and now is the only time we have.

Paul asks a very reasonable question, “How
can men call on someone if, they've never
f heard” (v.14). Before you can believe the
/ gospel, you must hear the gospel. So, someone

‘ " has to go and tell them about Christ.
Tony Sullivan
There are today millions of people who have

not heard the gospel of Jesus Christ. There are areas of the world
were the gospel has not been preached. Those people need to hear
the message of salvation.

We, as a church, need to be working to get the message to
them. Now I have presented a problem that I am not sure how
to correct. I am glad that there are men who are willing to do
this. They have found a place that needs the gospel and they are
willing to go. We should be willing to send them.

We can be in prayer that God will lead men to the areas of the
world that do not have a New Testament Church. Then when they
answer the call we need to be willing to see that we support them.

Sometimes we speak of those in the darkest countries of the
world who have not heard. We need to understand that there are
those right here in the United States who have never heard.

I am convicted, and feel a little guilt, when I ask you what your
congregation is doing to reach those in your community with
the gospel? While we learn new songs, while we learn different
ways of doing things, isn’t there a time and place to teach the
congregation about reaching the lost.

One of the best ways to reach men and women for Christ is to
simply invite someone to attend church with you. I have said this
before, but allow me to say it again. When I encourage people
to invite others to attend with them, someone always contacts
me and says, “We are to invite people to Jesus, not to church.”
I know that. The truth of the matter is that most of the men and
women who I’ve seen give their life to Christ first heard the
gospel because they attended church with someone.

While that may not be the way it should be, in my experi-
ence, that is the way it really happens. When I ask (and I do ask)
people to tell me about their conversion story most of them say
that someone invited them to the assembly and they attended.

Seems to me this is one of the easiest things we can do.
Let me suggest that you take a piece of paper and number
from 1 to 10. Then write down the name of a person you can
invite to the assembly this Lord’s Day. Then contact them
and ask them to go with you.

Paul asks another question, “How will they hear without a
preacher?” The truth of the matter is that anyone can share
the gospel with anyone they choose. No “professional” is
needed.

Truth is, however, we do need preachers. We need young
men to step up and preach the gospel full time. We as con-
gregations need to be encouraging men to go into full-time
ministry.

Many men have retired from secular jobs. Some of you
who are retired and reading this, why can’t you go and
preach? There are many congregations that need men to
preach for them. You may fit that bill because most of these
congregation are small and cannot pay anyone a full-time
salary.

I know one man today who has a very successful business.
He makes a living from this business, and preaches for a
congregation here in Georgia for nothing. The congregation
needed someone, couldn’t afford to pay, and this man stood
up and said, “T’ll do it.”

That congregation is growing and attracting many young
parents and youth. If this man had not stepped up, they would
most likely would have had to close.

We need men to preach the gospel. There are those willing
to help you if you choose to preach.

Remember, “We’ve a message to tell to the nations.” Let’s
get busy telling it.

See you next month.

Tony Sullivan is the evangelist with the Lester Road Christian Church in
Fairburn, GA. He is also an associate evangelist with the CRA. He can be
reached by e-mail: Tonycra@att.net
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Here’'s An Idea!

“Ideas For Children In The Church”

1 of my ideas for this month have to do with children in
the church. This is not an apology but it is an explanation.
After all, what could be more important?

First - how about putting up some signs in the children’s
department of your Sunday School? Here are three that will
grab attention and be effective.

“We encourage the presence of your
wonderful, wiggly children in our worship
service.”

“Children are not the church of the future;
they are the church of the present.”

Ben Merold
“Children that are brought up in Sunday
School are seldom brought up in court.”

Second — here is another good idea that can be used in the
children’s department. I will outline it for your convenience.

1. Hand out a blank sheet of paper to every child. Have each
on print their name at the top of the page.

2. Give each child three or four crayons of different colors.
3. Ask them to draw a picture of the church building.
4. Be ready for some surprises.

5. Put all of the pictures on display in the church foyer. Leave
the display for about a month.

Remember a rule of growth. Hereitis! “If you want young
adults in the church, you must pay attention to children.”
Maybe these ideas will start something good in your congre-

gation.

Ben Merold is a minister of the Harvester Christian Church in St.
Charles, MO. Email contact: terri.brown@harvesterchristian.org.
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Indiana Church Seeks Preacher

*Huntingburg, IN — Northside Christian Church in seeking
a full-time Senior Minister with salary commensurate to ability,
experience and qualifications. Church is an undenominational
Christian church.

We are a new-church plant, started in 2012, and recently moved
into our new worship center in 2015. We have a traditional wor-
ship service with an average attendance of 40-50. Earlier this
spring, we added onto the current worship center a new education,
and fellowship center.

We are in Dubois County Indiana, approximately 10 miles north
of [-64, on Highway 231, and 5 miles south of Jasper, Indiana in
a somewhat rural community of 6000 residents.

We believe that we have been called to love God and to love
people by training our church family to be and to make disciples
from among our family, friends and acquaintances in Huntingburg
and throughout the world.

If interested in this full-time ministry position, please submit
the following: Letter of interest with resume, 2-3 Examples of
recent sermons in audio or video form, 2-3 letters of reference
from Ministry peers, and congregants who have known you over
5 years.

Send to: Elders, Northside Christian Church, 311 E. 17th Street,
Huntingburg, IN 47542.

Ohio Church Seeks Youth/Associate Minister

*New Vienna, OH—The Mt. Olive Church of Christ near New
Vienna, Ohio is searching for a youth/associate minister. We are
secking a man who has a heart to work with the youth, educated
in the principles of the Restoration Movement and is also willing
to preach occasionally throughout the year. Interested men should
contact Kenny Zugg by email: kzugg@yahoo.com or by phone:
513-312-3093

About Our Lesson Writer

Jason R. Horn is from Louisville Ken-
tucky. He and his wife, Heather have two
children: Jason and Haley.

He serves as President of Christian In-
stitute of Biblical Studies and Chairman
of Kentuckiana Christian Mission. He has
also served as a missionary with World
Mission Builders

He holds a Bachelor of Sacred Literature in preaching and
a Masters of Theology degree in Theology. He is currently
a Doctoral candidate inTheology

He has attended the University of Kentucky, Texas A&M,
Louisville Bible College, and Southwest Bible Seminary.
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Eyes On The Prize

Note: English Standard Version used as text

Uniform Lesson
February 3, 2019
Philippians 3:7-14

Where does righteousness come from? Chapter 3 of Paul’s
letter to the Philippians begins by telling them to “rejoice in
the Lord” (verse 1) but warns them concerning those who
oppose the gospel. He explains the difference between Juda-
izers and the “real church” (verses 2&3). The word Judaizer
comes from a Greek verb meaning “to live according to Jew-
ish customs.” A Judaizer taught that, in order for a Christian

Background of Text

to be truly right with God, he must conform to the Mosaic
Law. Circumcision, especially, was promoted as necessary
for salvation. Gentiles had to become Jewish proselytes
first, and then they could come to Christ. In contrast, Paul
has renounced his spiritual and ethnic privileges for the sake
of knowing Christ (verses 4— 11); his righteousness comes
through Christ, not the law (verses 12— 16).

As the Apostle Paul is writing to the
church in Philippi he does a little reminisc-
ing. It’s as if the Apostle Paul is saying after
he talks about all he has accomplished...
you haven’t seen anything yet! Now,
Paul is in the midst of a very busy career,
we would say. He looks back...he takes
stock...he looks ahead. Sometimes it’s
good to remember the good ol’ days. If
we look back a few verses before our les-
son text at verses 4-7, we see Paul writing
about his own heritage in faith. Do you
understand what Paul is saying? Paul says
that when it comes to religion...I got it. |
come from the richest possible religious
heritage. Paul is saying, I came from
someplace good! If you have been in the
Christian church very long you will re-
member how different it was then vs. now.
Our buildings...the decor...the schedule
of the service...the changes in music and
even the sermon delivery...but the Word
and the mission of the church should never
change. If you are going to protect and hold
onto something...let it be the Word and
mission of Jesus Christ. You and I have
points in our past...the church has points
in its past that were good. .. remember the
good. Remember the people that meant so
much to you then.

Remember those who were formative
in your life...remember those who helped
you along in your life. And remember when
you were functioning as the kind of person
you wanted to be. Remember the good ol’
days. Just don’t stay there too long.

Then, forget the good ol’ days! Don’t
stay there too long.

Vv. 7-9: Paul says...all those things I
bragged about in the past I now think of

Understanding God’s Word

them as garbage. This is what he wants us
to say...and this is a very good example
for those of us who have taken the edu-
cation route, or the professional route,
or have accumulated great wealth. All
of that...it doesn’t really matter, does it?
This is what Paul is saying...what really
matters is...I have finally discovered
what God really wants of me. I finally
discovered in His Son, Jesus, Who is the
example of all I can become. He is not
only the One Who saved me but the One
Whose Spirit guides me. So...I can’t
stay stuck in yesterday. It’s time for me
to forget yesterday. You know that old
saying and it’s true for many of us...the
older I get the better I used to be. We’ve
looked at not dwelling on yesterday and
its accomplishments...may I also say...
forget the old days with their hurts and
their disappointments and their heart-
aches. So your background isn’t perfect. ..
you’re in a whole church full of people
with imperfect backgrounds. And what
is so wonderful about the church is that
you’re with people who will help you
grow out of those resentments, who will
help you move on to a new life...that life
isn’t found back there wallowing in those
resentments and bitterness. . .life is found
ahead in the joy, hope, peace, and grace
that comes from our Lord, Jesus Christ.
That’s what it’s all about.

Remember the past, forget the past,
and finally, Paul says, look forward to
even better days ahead! That is verse 12.

I don’t know if you have noticed this
as you read through the Bible. God is
a God of the future. We know the his-
tory, we know what He has done in the

past...and we know in His Spirit what He
is doing in our day, but if you read the
Scripture carefully you will notice He is
always pointing forward. There is a Heaven
for us and between now and Heaven there
is a lot of good that is going to happen.
Our faith is always forward-looking...we
had communion a little while ago. When
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, He told
the disciples...eat the bread and drink the
fruit of the vine, because, He said, I will
do this again...we will do this again when
I drink it anew with you. He was looking
forward. And when you were baptized, do
you remember you were being baptized into
newness of life? Always renewing, always
moving forward, always looking toward
the God ahead of you and before you as
well as around you now. That requires a bit
of straining...that’s the fourth statement.
Strain toward the finish!

Vv. 13-14: What is it in your life that you
love so much you can’t control your input. ..
that you can’t hold back your energy? I’'m
talking about devoting your life to some-
thing so rewarding...so meaningful...so
helpful to others...you can’t keep from
doing it. Straining...Paul says...toward
what is ahead. And finally he comes to this
conclusion.

“Therefore, my brothers, whom I love
and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
thus in the Lord, my beloved” (Philippians
4:1 ESV).

What kind of person will you be in the
future...you will be a person who’s stand-
ing firm...while straining forward. And
God will bless your future as He has blessed
your past.
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Some Things Never Change

Note: English Standard Version used as text

Uniform Lesson
February 10, 2018
Psalm 48:1-3. 9-14

I can see Psalm 48 being one of many psalms sung regu-
larly by the Jews at the daily Temple service, for this hymn
celebrated a great event in history in which Jerusalem was
besieged, but the enemy went away in defeat. In this psalm the
sons of Korah celebrated the security of Jerusalem as the “city
of the Great King” (verse 2). Mount Zion is where the Temple
stood high in Jerusalem, protected and loved by God. Zion’s
beauty, greatness, and glory rested in that God was there. It
wasn’t the celebrations, the teachings, or the architecture...it
was God alone who made Jerusalem a great city. The Psalm
is not so much about Zion but about God. God loved Israel
and it is He who gave them their history and their heritage.

Background of Text

But all was given in order that all peoples might come to know
and love Him. The Psalmists celebrated God as the King, His
rule over all of the earth, and the promises to Abraham, that all
people would be blessed through Him (Genesis 12:3). There is
only one true God and we owe Him all.

In this lesson we will see that whatever the occasion that in-
spired the psalm, we see a bigger picture, bigger than the hills
of Judah. Derek Kidner says in his commentary that Zion is
more than a local capital; the struggle concerns the whole earth
and the whole span of time. The “holy mountain, beautiful in
elevation,” with its great walls and foundations are “established
forever” and are already coming into view.

Understanding God’s Word

Psalm 48:1-3: How great is the Lord,

for God is our refuge, strength and help
(46:1). He is highly exalted (47:9), and
s0 is to be greatly praised (48:1)! Zion is

great in elevation — not in literal height
but grand because it is God’s mountain.

We read in Isaiah, “It shall come to pass
in the latter days that the mountain of
the house of the Lord shall be estab-

lished as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be lifted up above the hills;

and all the nations shall flow to it ” (Isa-
iah 2:2). And again in Isaiah we read, “/
will ascend to heaven; above the stars
of God, I will set my throne on high; |
will sit on the mount of assembly in the
far reaches of the north” (Isaiah 14:13).

Zion rises high for all to see —Mount
Zion, joy of all the earth.

The word Zion has grown and
changed through the centuries. First,
Zion was the temple (worship) and
the royal palace (governing). Later on
Zion became a name for the people
in and around Jerusalem. After the
Babylonians conquered and drove the
people from the land, Zion became the
name for the whole land of Israel. Some
would say that Zion is the name for the
whole people of God or you may see a

local church building with the word
Zion as part of the name. Finally,
Zion has even come to be used as
the name of the heavenly city.

“In the far north” is probably an
expression that refers to where God
has His throne and not an actual lo-
cation (see Isaiah 14:13). While Zion
at this time was admired by other
nations for its beauty and grandeur
it would later be the place where
Jesus would be lifted up so that all
may see God’s love and those who
recognize Jesus as King, Lord and
Savior will have everlasting life.
Just as God Himself keeps Jerusa-
lem safe, He will keep the “church”
safe, arock, an impregnable fortress
where the enemy shall never prevail
(see Matthew 16:18; 1 Timothy 3:15
and Ephesians 2:20-22).

Psalm 48:9-11: The Lord’s kind-
ness and love bring joy to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Through
assembly and worship in the temple,
God’s people showed their joy and
love for God. Future generations
would reflect on God’s love and
grace. God would preserve the Jews

and would later use a handful of them
and their praises to take His Message
to the ends of the earth so that Jews
and Gentiles alike would come to know
Him. God, through a new covenant
mediated by Jesus Christ (see Hebrews
9:14-17, 8:13, 10:9-10), would lead the
“daughters of Judah” (future towns
and villages) to come to know Jesus
and His gift of Salvation.

Psalm 48:12-14: Remember verse
1? —“How great is the Lord and how
much we should praise Him!”” We come
to verse 13 —Now, go and proclaim
the good news! We celebrate in the
indestructability of the church (verses
12&13). This is not purely the defenses
of the materials that protect Zion but the
protection and promise of God. After
we uncover the Truth concerning God
—His love, His Message (the Word), and
His gift of salvation through Jesus, we
are commissioned (Matthew 28:16-20)
to tell the next generation!

“This is God, our God forever and
ever. He will be our guide forever”
(Psalm 48:14)
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Makes Me Want To Shout!

Note: English Standard Version used as text

Uniform Lesson
February 17, 2018
Psalm 66:1-9, 16-20

Sometimes on a cold winter day in February it is good just to
turn to some of the Psalms and allow God to encourage us. Cer-
tainly, the text of this Psalm is well suited for such as it begins
and ends with a song of thanks and praise sung for the benefit
of us who read it. But in the middle of the Psalm the focus is
shifted from speaking to others, to praying to God Almighty.

James Smith tells us in his commentary on the wisdom lit-
erature and Psalms, that it is as if the first 12 verses of Psalm
66 were sung by a choir, while beginning in verse 13 it is as
though this Psalm was intended for a soloist. One might well
read this Psalm in a prayerful attitude in devotion to God.

Background of Text

develop that would make it easier to not only understand the
message of the passage, but also make it easier for the Bible
student to remember what was read and studied. Inthe College
Press Commentary on Psalms in “Questions for Discussion” for
Psalm 66, written by Don Dewelt, such an outline is suggested
for a part of Psalm 66. Verses 1-4 show the God of all, verses
5-7 disclose the God of Israel, and verses 8-12 reveal that the
God of Israel is the God of all.

Though many today throw around the word “awesome,”
weakening its impact in the English language, it would be quite
proper to use the word to refer to God’s deeds. How awesome

Often in a Bible passage one will find a simple outline

is God in His mighty deeds!

Understanding God’s Word

Psalm 66:1-4; All the earth is encour-
aged to “shout for joy to God.” We wor-
ship God and Him alone. We praise no
one else and no thing in God’s creation.
Our worship must be to God. One day,
not only will the church worship God but
all the earth will worship Him. Truly, only
God and His deeds are “awesome.”

The NIV and the ESV both render the
translation of God’s mighty deeds as “awe-
some” while the KJV translates this word
as “terrible.” Though the root meaning of
this word can be “fear,” it is not the fear
or terror that the word generally conveys
in the English language. It is, instead, the
“fear of the Lord” as in “reverence.” And
it is true that throughout the Scriptures we
see the “awesomeness” of God through
His might, power, and majesty. “How
awesome are your deeds!”

Psalm 66:5-7; The Psalmist now gives a
couple of Biblical examples of the “awe-
some” acts of God. God turned the sea into
dry land as the Children of Israel crossed
the Red Sea (Exodus 14:21-25). And
again, as they crossed the Jordon River
into the Promised Land of Israel (Joshua
3:14-17). These two illustrations from the
earlier books of The Old Testament give
testimony to the mighty works of God in

a real, physical fashion.

The lesson for Israel in this Psalm,
and for Christians and the world today,
is that God, who worked for His people
in the past, still works for His people
today. The lesson for us in the 21st
century is that, as God took care of the
faithful Jews in the Old Testament, so
He takes care of His people, the faith-
ful Christians, in these days of the New
Testament period.

Psalm 66:8-9; How wonderful God
was to His people, the Jews, in the days
of the Psalmist, and how wonderful
He is to the Christians today. “Bless”
or “praise” God who has done, and is
doing, such mighty, wonderful works.
Truly, God has kept us among the living
and has kept our path secure.

An old children’s song says, “Oh, be
careful little feet where you go, . . . for
the Father up above is looking down in
love, so be careful little feet where you
go.” That is good advice for everyone,
young or old!

Psalm 66:16-19; This Psalm seems
to have taken a turn. It is no longer a
choir singing praises to God, but an indi-
vidual, the king has entered the temple.
The first thing that the king does is to

call out to everyone, the faithful Jews as
well as the pious Gentiles, converts to God.
To all the king says, “Listen and [ will tell
you what God has done for me.” There
is provided for us today a sort of outline
for prayer.

As the one praying is calling out to God,
he is praising God. He understands and
states that if he has iniquity in his heart
God would not listen to his prayer.

James Smith says in his commentary
on Psalms that as the king is praying he
anticipates a positive answer from the
Lord. There can be no self-righteousness,
no hypocrisy on the part of the one offer-
ing up the prayers. If the heart of the one
praying is not in tune with the Lord, God
will not listen and answer the prayer. But
this prayer is offered with the simplicity of
a clear conscience. James 4:3 says, “You
ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”

If prayers are offered in a self-centered
fashion, one can expect that God will not
hear such prayers.

Psalm 66:20; The passage is concluded
by praising God and acknowledging that
He always loves His children. If I must
shout, may I shout praises to the Lord!
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You’re In Good Hands

Note: English Standard Version used as text

Uniform Lesson
February 24, 2019
Psalm 91:1-8, 11-16

Christians today often turn to the Psalms for comfort: in sad-
ness or sorrow, in pain or in suffering, and in joy and rejoicing; a
Psalm can be found that will fit the occasion. Psalm 91certainly is
a Psalm of comfort, but the comfort it gives is to the Christian not
to the worldly person. It is speaking to those people, then as well
as today, “Who dwells in the shelter of the Most High.” In the Old
Testament days when the Psalms were written, such people com-
prised the nation of Israel. Today, it is the church and Christians.

We are reminded by the writer of The College Press commentary
on Psalms, published in 1974, Joseph Bryant Rotherham, that

Background of Text

all these promises in Psalm 91 are conditional. They are ours
as God’s children if we make God our refuge. So many today
seem to think that they are in God’s will because they attend the
Lord’s Day services every 3 or 4 weeks. They deliberately miss
the corporate worship of God, fellowshipping with His children,
and partaking of the Lord’s Supper. They neglect daily Bible
reading and prayers, and so much more that God has given us
to strengthen us in Him.

This Psalm teaches us all, that we must show our salvation
by actively being in God’s will.

: Understanding God’s Word

It was the 19th century Christian Church
“singing evangelist” Knowles Shaw who
penned the song “I am the Vine and ye are
the Branches” following the words of Jesus
in John 15. The refrain of that song says,

“I am the vine, and ye are the branches,
1 am the vine, be faithful and true;

Ask what ye will, your prayer shall be
granted;

The Father loved me, so I have loved
thee.”

Just so, we are in good hands when we
are Christians dwelling in the will of our
Father. As the Father loved the Son, so
Christ loves us.

Verses 1-2; The Christian finds security
in God. James Smith in his commentary
reminds us that the image of the “shadow”
very well could be the image of the mother
hen who overshadows her brood to protect
and guard. God covers us in just such a way,
and even more so as He gives to all who
are baptized into Christ the Holy Spirit to
indwell them (Acts 2:38).

Verses 3-6; God protects His children
from whatever the world and Satan might
throw at them. Certainly, there is “The snare
of the fowler” or any trap that Satan might
lay for the child of the King that God pro-
tects against. But there are also the plagues
and pestilences that anyone may face.

During the early days of the church there

were two distinct times when terrible
plagues swept over the Roman world.
One was in 165 A.D., the other was in
250 A.D. Amidst the worst of the second
plague, thousands died daily in the city
of Rome. Some Roman cities fell into
ruin and military campaigns had to stop.
Of course, these dark days fell upon both
heathens and Christians alike (Eusebius,
The History of the Church, New York,
Penguin, 1965).

But the Christians survived the
plagues at a surprisingly higher rate. It
is suggested that there may have been
three reasons for this. First, the Chris-
tians cared for the sick, both Christian
and pagan. In doing so they used soap
and water for the victims and applied
other methods of cleanliness. Second,
many Christians became immune to the
diseases as they worked with the sick
and thus were no longer susceptible to
the diseases. And, finally, the Christians
believed in prayer and God’s healing
power; perhaps God simply touched the
Christians in a miraculous way.

Verses 7-8; Just as Israel was safe from
all the plagues that befell the Egyptians
in the days of Moses, so God protects
His children. Death comes to all sooner
or later. Christians are not promised im-
munity from pain and suffering. Jesus
taught in Matthew 5:45 that the same
sun that shines on the just person also

shines on the unjust; the same for the rain.
But the child of God need not fear these
things. God is still in control.

Verses 11-13; If verses 11 and 12 seem
familiar to you, it may be because this is
the passage Satan quoted to Jesus as he
tempted the Lord to throw himself down
from the pinnacle of the temple. But Satan
misuses these verses. As always in Scrip-
ture one must keep the text in context.
What is the whole passage saying? What
is the point that the writer is making? etc.
No one should ever attempt to force pro-
tection from the Father. But the believer
shall triumphantly overcome any tempta-
tion or danger.

Verses 14-16; The 91st Psalm concludes
by teaching us that God knows each Chris-
tian by name and protects and cares for
every Christian individually.

As the last verse of this Psalm closes we
read in James Smith’s commentary, “The
term ‘salvation’ here refers to the visible
manifestations of God’s providence which
proves his care for his people.”

The true key to a long life is salvation in
the Lord. Whether a person lives 24 years
or 104 years, if that person is in the Lord,
the life lived is sweet and fulfilled. Then,
it may truly be said to that person, “You’re
in good hands!”
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The Origin

Of Baptism

Editors Note: This article was first printed in The Restoration Herald
in July 1979. It was written by the editor.

Strange sounds are being heard among the brethren. These are not
new sounds, for they were heard many years ago when our move-
ment was young and growing. But they are indeed “strange sounds”
for a people who used to be called “a people of the Book.” It is the
sound of brethren discussing the importance, or should we say the
non-importance, of baptism.

John Greenlee wrote an excellent article in the February 1, 1976,
issue of the CHRISTIAN STANDARD in which he pointed out the
possibility of a split developing again in the body of Christ. He asserted
that part of the epicenter of the danger involves “the doctrine and prac-
tice of Christian baptism.” Though once we debated the denominations
concerning these issues, we find that many have switched allegiance
and now carry the banner of the Baptists. And many of these “banner
carriers” occupy the “chief seats” among us. It is time for some more
Aquilas and Priscillas to take some of the brethren aside and explain
“the way of God more accurately.”

But while this is happening, there is yet another “fault line” that
should be examined lest the quake come and we find that many houses
have been built upon it. This “fault line,” too, concerns baptism.
Though it may at first seem to be minor, it ultimately involves the
authority of the Word of God and its trustworthiness.

James DeForest Murch, in his history of the Restoration Movement,
gives the following: “The process of destroying faith in the authentic-
ity and credibility of the Scriptures involved all sorts of speculation
... legends and sayings from Essene, Mithraic, and other sources were
adduced to prove that there was nothing unique about the religion set
forth in the Gospels.”"

Today, liberal scholarship is again at work trying to cut away at the
origins of Christianity. Baptism is at the heart of the matter, as some
are saying that baptism was simply adopted by John and Jesus from
Jewish proselyte baptism, the Essenes, or Greek mystery cults. This is
apparently being taught today in some of our “loyal” Bible Colleges.

An examination of any of these “possible sources” comes up empty
and futile. Many religions of the past have held to some form of
cleansing,” but this should not be confused with baptism. The Dead
Sea Scrolls have produced evidence that the Essenes were required
to bathe daily. Any attempt to liken the daily bath to Biblical baptism
becomes ridiculous. People who want to begin the practice of baptism
with the Jews and proselyte baptism indeed have trouble. There is no
concrete evidence which shows this was a practice until the last part
of the first century A.D. In fact, Josephus gives the account of the
conversion of Izates, King of Adiabene, to the Jewish faith in much
detail and yet does not mention one word about proselyte baptism.?
Other Jewish works from around the time of the New Testament writ-

ers also give accounts of Jewish conversions but no mention is made
of proselyte baptism.

Although we lack extra-Biblical literature to tell us of the origin of
baptism, we do have a Biblical source. On the Great Day of Questions
in the last week of Jesus’ life before His crucifixion and resurrection,
He was asked a question of the chief priests and elders as to His
authority. Matthew gives this account in 21:23-27:

“And when He had come into the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to Him as He was teaching, and said, ‘By
what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this
authority?’

“But Jesus answered and said to them, ‘I will ask you one thing,
too, which if you tell Me, [ will also tell you by what authority I do
these things.

‘The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from
men?’And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, ‘If we say,
“From heaven,” He will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’

‘But if we say, “From men,” we fear the multitude, for they all hold
John to be a prophet.’

“And they answered Jesus and said, ‘We do not know.’ He also
said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these
things’” (NASV).

Jesus gives a very clear answer as to the source of His authority.
His source is in the same source that gave baptism to John. Notice
that the leaders’ first response to Jesus’ question was, “If we say,
‘From heaven, . . .” They knew where John had received baptism.
There was no doubt in their minds. Matthew 3 tells us that many of
the Sadducees and Pharisees were coming to John to be baptized. If
baptism had been a common practice among the Jews, then why would
they go to John? These Jewish leaders were afraid to give the correct
answer lest Jesus ask them why they had not accepted John. And they
dared not give a wrong answer by saying that John had received it
from men, because they knew that the people around them knew the
truth. These men were afraid to lie. Upon the answer to the question
which Jesus put forth to those Jewish leaders He hung His authority.

That the Jews did practice a proselyte baptism is true towards the
close of the first century A.D. But in the face of the evidence, is it
not more likely that the Jews adopted the practice from Christianity?
Many people in the first century thought that Christianity was just a
sect of Judaism. Is it not possible that to strengthen this idea, the Jews
might “steal” a Christian practice? Apollos was travelling around the

(continued on page 23)
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Michael Hines is a professor of church history and now makes his
home in Sun City, AZ. Contact: professormikel 943@gmail.com

ISLAM AND THE FALL OF
CLASSICAL WESTERN CULTURE

Back in the days when I was in the classroom, I insisted the
so-called Dark Ages began with the fall of Rome in A.D. 410.
Alaric, the king of the Visigoths, besieged Rome three times
between A.D. 401 and 410. Before 410, the Romans waited him
out, bought him off, and then finally opened the city gates. Once
in the city, Alaric’s forces spent three days exacting retribution.
City residents found refuge in church buildings because Alaric’s
warriors, Arian Christians, left them untouched. For the first time
in 800 years, an enemy force captured Rome.

Upon Rome’s fall, the Western empire seemed lost. Augustine
of Hippo, the most outstanding theologian of the day, wrote The
City of God, lamenting Rome’s fall and pointing Christians to
a heavenly city yet to come. Most Western historians trace the
decline of Western civilization to Rome’s fall.

The Roman Empire did not end in A.D. 410. When Alaric
entered the Eternal City, it was not the Roman Empire’s capital,
Constantinople was! Constantine relocated the Empire’s capital
to the city on the Bosporus in A.D. 330. Even more importantly,
the western portion of the empire did not become barbarian im-
mediately after Alaric occupied the city. In fact, barbarians entering
the empire wanted to enjoy its fruits. Culturally and politically,
very little changed. Although the West experienced a gradual
economic and cultural decline, the Roman Empire did not end
until Constantinople fell to Islam in 1453.

Instead of blaming the decline of Europe on Germanic barbar-
ians, I contend it was due to three factors: (1) constant conflict with
the Empire’s arch enemy Persia; (2) the bubonic plague, known
as the Black Death; (3) the rise of Islam.

Early in its history, Persia clashed with Athens and Sparta, but
its longest running conflict, however, was with Rome. Rome and
Persia battled for well over 700 years making the conflict the
longest war in human history. Conflict began over territory, but
later involved religion as well. Soon after the days of Constantine,
conflict worsened because Western Christianity took on Persian
Zoroastrianism. Control of the border between Rome and Persia
changed hands numerous times as the two empires battled.

Twenty-five years before the rise of Islam, Byzantium, or what
remained of the Roman Empire, and Persia engaged in a series of
massive battles which weakened both empires. The closest Rome

got to subduing Persia occurred under the Emperor Heraclius, but
the best he could do was raze the countryside. Constant warfare
bled both empires dry and exhausted in both manpower and
economy. They were left crippled. Persia plunged into years of
turmoil and civil war while Rome exhausted its financial reserves
and lost European territory. History refers to this as the Byzantine-
Sasanian War of 602-628. Note these dates! Muhammad was born
in 570 and he supposedly received his first revelations in 610 and
died in 632, just four years after the Sasanian War ended.

The only winners in the Byzantium-Persian wars were Arabs.
Before, during, and after the incessant conflict, both empires
employed Arabs to garrison border fortresses. With Byzantium
and Persia weakened, Arabs held the only major military power
in the region. Arab conquests exploded out of the Hijaz soon
after Muhammad’s death. Arab expansion swept Persia and the
Levant during the reigns of the “Apostles of the Prophet”™—Abu
Bakr, Umar, Uthman, and Ali. Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, and
Iraq fell in 638. Then came the conquest of Egypt and an early
rout of the Byzantine army in 638. These lands, except for Iraq
(Persia), were Christian. Arab conquerors forced Christians and
Jews living in the region into second class status. Despite defeat
of Byzantine forces in 638, Arab forces unsuccessfully, but repeat-
edly, attacked “Rome.”

Then came the Black Death. Bubonic plague frequently swept
through the Mediterranean basin from east to west. Fleas on rats
traveling from harbor to harbor on board trading vessels, carried
the disease. When plague hit, no one knew what started it or where
it came from. Religious people considered it God’s judgment, the
irreligious merely suffered and died. As the plague swept through
cities and towns, it killed a third or half of the population and
sometimes more.

One of the worst plague outbreaks took place during the reign
of the Emperor Justinian (527-565). By the time Justinian came
to power in Constantinople, the western provinces were slip-
ping away. During a period of truce with Persia, Justinian set
out to regain control of the West. By 540, significant gains were
made in North Africa and the Italian boot. A year later plague
hit Constantinople and within two years ravaged the Byzantine
Empire. Procopius, a Roman historian, said, “At about this time
a plague occurred, as a result of which all human life was nearly
extinguished.”? Although clearly exaggerated, the plague devas-
tated Byzantium. Reasonable estimates place the death rate during
plague outbreaks at about 70 percent. Although death took people
of all ages, for some reason the heaviest death toll was among the
young and vigorous, and especially among the men.

The plague devastated Byzantium. Dependent on agriculture,
plague took farmers, resulting in food shortages and famine.
Famine swept the empire in 542 and again in 545 and 546. Plague
left Justinian well short of manpower. In 544 he was barely able
to muster an army of 30,000.

Most of these events took place prior to Muhammad’s birth, but
neither empire had recovered by the time of his death in 632. Only
Arabs held sufficient power to assume control of the borderlands
of the two once great empires.

(continued on page 20)
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Thus, when Arabs began military campaigns, the two empires
were economically and militarily weak and were unable to stave
off their advances. Current Muslim apologists like to say Islam
never engaged in offensive war. Jihad, they tell us, is an inner
struggle for submission to Allah and is only militarily defensive
when necessary. The years of conquest, particularly over Islam’s
first century, demonstrates the lie. [slam was aggressive and cruel
until the fall of the Ottoman Empire in 1920.

A study of the history during the years of Islam’s conquest tells
the story of the death of classical western culture.

For centuries all Europe profited from trade with the Far East.
Nestorian Christians controlled the “Silk Road” from China until
Islam succeeded in overcoming Christians and shutting down the
trade routes. Muslims plead their tolerance and generous treatment
of Christians and Jews, but their pleading is all lies. Everywhere
Islam went, Jews and Christians were given three choices: (1)
convert, (2) pay the jizya and accept dhimmi? status, or (3) face
execution. Cutting off trade routes with the Far East impacted
Byzantine and Western European economics significantly.

Before the rise of the Arabs, shipping and trade filled the
Mediterranean. Maritime shipping is always the fastest and least
expensive way to move goods from one place to another. As Arab
power grew, pirates sailed the Mediterranean, raiding shipping and
effectively shutting off trade with the West. At one time, Rome
communicated with France by ship. After the rise of Arab power,
commerce and communication traversed the Alps. Archaeology
and historical records show that before Islam, it took four months
for plague starting in Persia to reach Constantinople. After Islam,
it took four years. Arab conquests, for all intents and purposes,
eliminated freedom of trade and travel on sea lanes.

At one time, the regions of Egypt and North Africa were the
world’s breadbasket. Rome imported massive quantities of wheat
from these regions. To facilitate trade, the Rome built roads in
these Christian realms and planted olive trees to permit shade.
Rome leased sections of these roads to families who tended the
trees, profited from the olive harvest, and in return maintained the
roads. Arabs persecuted Christian farmers driving them out and
cut down the olive trees turning North Africa into desert which
permitted the Sahara to expand throughout North Africa.

Consider these important facts so far. The Byzantine Empire
was militarily unable to protect and police what remained of the
Western empire. Byzantium simply did not have the manpower to
do so. Plague, warfare, and economic “depression” left the West
to fend for itself. Over time, Western Europe broke up into petty
kingdoms and saw the rise of feudalism and economic stress.
European trade consisted of furs, lumber, swords, and slaves. At
least a million Christian slaves, primarily sex slaves, were sold
to Arabian sheiks and caliphs. Many, if not most, of the women
in Muslim harems were European sex slaves sold by Venetian
and Jewish slavers.

Add to all this, the fact that Islam cut off pilgrimages to the
Holy Land. By the 10" and 11" centuries, Muslim brigands raided
travel routes to Palestine and its holy sites. Roman Catholicism

developed the concept of penance which required confession of
sin to a priest and the promise of absolution based on fulfilling
certain works. Pilgrimages to holy sites were a means to receiving
absolution. Affluent Europeans, eager to do penance, made their
way to the Holy Land until travel became impossible because the
roads and shipping lanes were unsafe.

Byzantine rulers faced continuing pressure from Muslim forces.
Throughout formerly Christian lands, Muslim destroyed 30,000
churches and Christian dhimmis were forbidden to repair existing
churches or build new ones. Christians and Jews experienced many
incidents of brutality. Byzantium also faced a refugee crisis as
Christians left homes in the East and came into the empire. Europe
and the Byzantine Empire faced a socio-economic and geo-political
catastrophe of massive proportions.

It was centuries of Muslim conquest, mistreatment, and economic
pressure that led to the Crusades. When Alexis Comnena, the
Byzantine emperor, begged for help, Pope Urban II was willing to
respond positively. He did so because (1) it was the Christian thing
to do, (2) he hoped to reconcile the Eastern and Western churches
that split in 1051, and (3) Muslim pressure from Spain* and the
East threatened Europe. When the First Crusade began in 1096,
Europeans hoped to ease the threat of Islam, restore Christianity
to lands once true to the Faith, and renew a faltering relationship
with the Eastern church.

Almost all Western historians ignore the impact of Islam on the
decline of classical civilization. In fact, they argue the West owes
adebt to Islam for preserving the greatest classical literature. Some
go so far as to suggest Muslim culture was once superior to that of
Europe. Thank goodness, recent historians are taking a new look
at the data.

Sociologist Rodney Stark, in his book How the West Won: The
Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity, says, “To the extent
that Muslim elites acquired a sophisticated culture, they learned it
from their subject people.” Muslims absorbed their culture from
dhimmis. Muslims adapted Persian architecture, and nearly all the
learned scholars were Nestorian-Christians. Copyists who preserved
the writings of Plato and Aristotle were Nestorian. A Persian, al-
Khwarizimi, who is credited as the father of algebra, was a Syrian.
The so-called Arabic numerical system used worldwide was Hindu
in origin. Arab medicine was, in fact, Nestorian-Christian medicine.
Muslim Arabs contributed little to eastern or Western culture.

Virtually everything we’ve been taught about the deterioration of
classical culture in the West, the decline of Rome, and the beginning
of the so-called Dark Ages is but part of the story. Muslims try to
convince us their “Golden Age” was one of toleration, peace, and the
creation of a superior culture. It is all an illusion. It is propaganda
to convince contemporary Westerners how mistreated, hated, and
oppressed Muslims have been for centuries. It is all a lie! The great-
est contributions to civilization come from Christians. Christianity
and its influence created European and Western culture. Islam has
only been a destructive force since its beginning.

(continued on page 22)
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*Kent B. True

It was surprising to find this month’s topic being discussed. It
claims to be generally about “Ways to Put Preferences in Their
Proper Place.” But the big example used is church music. So, if
you think this is beating a dead and now rotting horse, don’t blame
me. And try not to think of the old TV show “Mr. Ed.” Instead,
blame Ed Stetzer and Christianity Today.

What Is Your Preference In Preferences?
“Four Ways to Put Preferences in Their Proper Place”

Ed Stetzer, Christianity Today, July 2018

While Ed starts with the example of music, he seems to be
trying to get at the broader area of the way church leaders decide
on how to “express” - as he puts it - Biblical practices in your
church. To sum up Ed’s case, and it is a case often made without
much careful thought, preferences are personal and usually stem
from your culture. The point of Ed’s article is to show us how to
“curb preferences.” Ed thinks that if we can
just do this, the church can move beyond
mere preferences to “vision.”

What Ed is talking about, to use his exam-
ple, is seen in church music. It is completely
a matter of preferences. Ed says that there
; ; is 80’s music, 90’s, music that has just been
\ : released, and even 18" century music. As-
Kent B. True ak.a. suming Ed means the 1980’s and the 1990’s,
Harold N. Orndorff  we could wonder why he left out 19" century

music. But that pesky 19" century probably
deserves to be ignored.

But the point here is not to be drawn specifically into the church
music debate, since we all know that one cannot even be discussed
intelligently anymore. Instead, let’s look at what our Billy Gra-
ham Distinguished Chair of Church, Mission, and Evangelism
at Wheaton College, Dean of the School of Mission, Ministry,
and Leadership at Wheaton College, and executive director of
the Billy Graham Center assumes about the logic of preferences.

Ed tells us that people’s preferences cannot be found in the
Bible. This means that preferences are not “essential issues” and,
therefore, we all need to be willing to “let go of our preferences
for the sake of our brothers and sisters.” This, of course, assumes
that if something is not in the Bible, it is necessarily unimportant.
Are there things not found in the Bible that are still important to
the church?

It seems that there could be. Suppose a church owns some prop-
erty and a building on that property - a rather common situation
in our culture. Now suppose the leaders of the church insist that

the church maintain an insurance policy on the property. The Bible
does not command this. There are people who think insurance is
unnecessary. In Ed’s view this is just a matter of preference. Is it
unloving to insist that the church maintain an insurance policy even
if some prefer not to have one? While it might not be something
commanded in the Bible, wouldn’t wisdom perhaps dictate that it
is so much better to have an insurance policy than not to have one
that the church do this in spite of objections? What if those who
object do so very sincerely on the grounds that this shows a lack of
trust in God’s care and provision?

Ed claims that preferences are only personal or cultural. Within
your culture, you should be willing to give up your preferences for
the other people in your culture. Across cultures, you should be will-
ing to give up what comes from your culture for the sake of what
other cultures demand. He even claims that we need to “exegete”
our culture to “keep your preferences at bay.” Ed says that since
we are trying to “engage our culture” there will be “contextualized
preferences [that] are not always going to align with what your
preferences are.”

And again, we must reply that preferences, even those that are
not directly Biblical, can have wisdom behind them. Are not the
preferences backed by the best and most wisdom the preferences
that we should prefer? Just to make this more clear we will tem-
porarily abandon the word “prefer” and related words. Are there
not some ideas, some proposals, and some courses of action that
some people will not like, but which are still better because they
are simply wiser? It is more than surprising that a person with the
credentials of Ed Stetzer would not even consider this possibility.
But we will come back to that later.

There is also a logical endless loop in what Stetzer proposed. At
one point he says, “We need to be humble and loving enough to let
go of our preferences for the sake of our brothers and sisters.” Apart
from everything we have considered so far, there is a problem here.
Even if one preference is always just as good as another, how could
we ever apply this principle? If one set of brothers and sisters insist
on certain preferences, according to Ed they would not be “humble
and loving.” If another set insisted on other preferences, they would
lack humility and love. Since anything a congregation ever does will
always fit someone’s preferences, how could the whole congrega-
tion be loving and humble at the same time? If preferences are all
equal, don’t we have to indulge someone’s preferences all the time?
It seems that the preference trap is a serious problem!

Now, back to Ed’s primary example: church music. Assume that
the selection of church music is merely a matter of preference. For
that to be the case, doesn’t it also have to be the case that beauty
is only in the eye of the beholder, as they say? (We could call that
aesthetic relativism.) While that could be the case, isn’t that quite
a bit to simply assume when making recommendations for how the
church of God should proceed?

Ed Stetzer continues to appeal to the church’s vision in his
thoughts on all this. But consider this: God, His creation, and espe-
cially God’s re-creation in the face of sin is, in a most general sense,
the vision of the church. Is there not, somewhere in that vision, an
indispensable place for beauty? Would it not be inconsistent with
what God has said about Himself in Scripture to think that this

(continued on page 22)

FesrUuARY 2019

91 (45)




Strarigeriess of the Merith Club {cort.)
beauty is just something we create for ourselves, and can change
based on our whims and moods? Is it really all just a completely
unjustifiable preference? Perhaps - but doesn’t an article about
this in Christianity Today owe us at least a little discussion of
the matter?

There is not space here even to attempt to answer all these
questions. But again, is it not at least a little odd that the author
of this article would just make a few assumptions about some
very important issues and then go on, using those assumptions,
to tell churches how they ought to proceed in these matters? Are
not the recommendations made here in some sense the preference
of Ed Stezer?

It is difficult to tell from these two articles if Ed Stetzer made
these assumptions consciously, or simply did not bother to ex-
amine his assumptions. A good guess is that this is just another
example of something that is often done today. Individual relativ-
ism and cultural relativism are popular assumptions today that are
rarely brought to the surface for examination. Even if we set aside
the whole area of direct Biblical teaching (as Ed does) does that
mean everything else is merely a matter of “I like it” or “we like
it” and no further evaluation is possible?

There are many reasons to think this is not the case. But you
are unlikely to get much debate about it in our culture, because
the preference of our culture as a whole, and most of those in it,
is for individual and cultural relativism - “I like it” or “we like
it.” That whole approach makes it seem easy to solve the problem
of distinguishing people squabbling about petty matters outside
of direct scriptural teaching from people seriously debating very
important matters outside direct scriptural teaching.

Maybe this all deserves at least a little more thought. Perhaps
we should not just brush it away with nothing more than the word
“preferences.”

* Kent B. True is the alter ego of Harold N. Orndorff, Jr., a recently retived campus
minister who has taught college and seminary courses in the fields of apologetics,
philosophy, ethics, and logic. Lately he enjoys studying his, very interesting one
and all, grandchildren. Find more a bit more from Kent, if you can stand it, at
http://www.kentsclubhouse.blogspot.com, or contact him at hnoii@hotmail.com.
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Indiana Church Seeks Associate

*Cortland, IN —The Cortland Christian Church, a small
church in southern Indiana is looking for a bi-vocational or stu-
dent, Associate Minister, grounded in the Restoration Movement.
Cortland is just four miles from Seymour, where there is plenty
of employment opportunities.

Upon retirement of present minister, applicant would be con-
sidered for Senior Minister. A parsonage would be available at
that time.

Please send resume and references to Cortland Christian Church,
P.O. Box 214, Cortland, IN 47228.

A essons from the Fast (cont.)

Endnotes
1" Ben Wlthermgton III. “Ignorance is Bliss? Blbhcal Illlteracy in the West,”

spot.com
IIteracy html [accessed February 2,2011]
2 Procopius, History of Wars, Secret History, and Buildings, trans. And ed. Averil
Cameron (New York: Washington Square Press, Inc., 1967, p. 115. Cited in “The
Death Toll of Justinian’s Plague and its Effects on the Byzantine Empire — Arm-

strong Undergraduate Journal of History,” https://www.armstrong.edu/history-
journal/history-journalthe-death-toll-of-justinians -plague-and-its-effects-on-the.
3 Dhimmi refers to individuals living in Muslim lands who received special status
and protection if they remain in submission. Dhimmis wear special clothing mark-
ing their status, defer to their Muslim “betters,” and are never permitted to serve
in leadership roles. Muslims extend dhimmi status to “People of the Book™ which
includes Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, and sometimes Hindus and Buddhists.
4 The Moors—Spanish Muslims—were not driven out until Ferdinand and
Isabella took the throne. Thus, Muslim influence in Spain had not been gone too
long prior to the voyages of Christopher Columbus.

5 Rodney Stark, How the West Won: The Neglected Story of the Triumph of
Modernity (ISI, Wilmington, Delaware, n.d.) kindle version

St®

o

601 North Center Street,
Shelbina, MO 63468

Phone (573) 588-2191 www.shilohranch.org

“Christian homes for

America’s

abused/neglected children”

Written about in The New York Times
On file with St. Louis Better Business Bureau

99 (46)

ResTORATION HERALD




A Page from the Book (cont.)

been preaching the clear message of the cross, Christ crucified,
salvation only through obedience in the life-changing message
of our Lord, and the fact He is coming back for His bride, the
church. Nothing can clutter the message of Christ as Lord of
all!! I do believe without compromise that the best environment
for that message to be preached is in a constitutional republic.
If I am wrong, then feel free to pack your Bible and bags and
move to China. Yes, the church is flourishing in China but quite
frankly I rather enjoy worshipping in freedom not fear.

C.S. Lewis said it best, “If you read history you will find that
the Christians who did the most for the present world were just
those who thought most of the next.”

One man [ have always admired is Cal Thomas. I had the
opportunity to hear him speak on more then one occasion. In
his book The Wit and Wisdom of Cal Thomas, he writes these
challenging comments, “Conservative evangelicals run the risk
of depreciating their ultimate value, that of speaking for and
building a kingdom ‘not of this world.””

There is precedent for what happens to the church’s primary
witness when it becomes overly entangled in the cares of this
world, but Christians ought to stop looking to the state for
permission and validation, and start looking to God for their
commission and marching orders. If they do, they will find they
are exerting real influence.”

James C. Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian Church of
Kissimmee, FL. Contact him at: jamescbook@gmail.com

The Origin Of Baptism (cont)
world preaching and practicing a wrong type of baptism. How
many other Jews were doing the same thing? It is hard to tell
how far Apollos alone might have spread baptism into just the
Jewish community.

If it were possible to find a nondivine source for baptism,
then I suppose there would be some who would say that it can
be changed, altered, or ignored. But the source for baptism is
the Divine. We cannot change it, alter it, or ignore it. We must
proclaim it and practice it in the same way that the Son of God
decreed it.

Brethren, it is time again that we get back to THE BOOK.
There may be many scholars, but there is only one Scholar. He is
still the Wisdom of God. Baptism is as divine as God the Father
Who originated it, the Son of God who commissioned it, and
the Holy Spirit who blesses it. “Let God be found true, though
every man be found a liar” (Romans 3:4). )

Endnotes:

! Murch. James DeForest, CHRISTIANS ONLY, Standard Publishing. Cinti.
Ohio, 1962, page 224.

2 Numbers 19.

3 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. XX. 2. 4.
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Florida Bible Conference.......January 22-24
(Kissimmee, FL)
Contact: thecra@thecra.org

Winter Worship & Workshop...... February 11 - 14, 2019
(Pigeon Forge, TN)
Contact: Barnabasohio@att.net

Spring Clinic May 14-16

(Hillsboro, OH)
Contact:p2pm_office@yahoo.com

Preaching Camp May 16-18

(Hillsboro, OH)
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Hillsboro Family Camp
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July 21-25

“50 teach us to number our dags,

Tl’\at we may gamn a Fleart of wisdom.”

Fsalm 90:12
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Jack Cottrell welcomes two of the newest trustees to
their first meeting of CRA board. He is shaking hand
with John Mitchell while Jim Book looks on.

John Mitchell is the preaching minister at the Union
Grove Christian Church in Barboursville, VA. He is mar-
ried to Renee and they have one daughter, Madison. Fun
fact about John: He retired from the submarine service
of the United States Navy after 20 years.

Jim Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian
Church in Florida. He is married to Jeanette and they
have three daughters. Fun Fact about Jim: he has not
only been a columnist with The Restoration Herald for
the past 13 years, but the Executive Director’s office
at the CRA was named after his great-uncle Robert E.
Elmore (trustee 1935-61) who was Director and Editor
from 1938-1961.

A third man, Harold Orndorff, was elected to the
board at the meeting. (More about him next month.)

We welcome both of these men to the Board of the
RA.




