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TWO ADDED
TO THE
CHRISTIAN
RESTORATION
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF
TRUSTELES

S ince the Christian Restoration Association was established in 1922, it has stood firm as a promoter and defender of
the faith. In the same time frame, there have been many organizations and missions that have come and gone by
the wayside. People often ask how the CRA as been able to remain faithful over the years? The answer is simple: the
men selected to serve on the board of trustees make sure of the fidelity of the organization. Faithful men choose other
faithful men. Those considered must go through a careful screening process to make sure that what they actually believe
corresponds with the tenets of the CRA. We are happy to announce that Jim Book and John Mitchell are the latest to be
added to this group.

Jim Book is no stranger to the readers of The Restoration Herald since he has been a regular columnist since July 2005.
He is a fourth generation (W. H. Book, Morris Butler Book, John Book) Restoration preacher. His great uncle was R. E.
Elmore, longtime editor of the Restoration Herald (1938-1961). He served his alma mater, Johnson University-Florida,
in various capacities. He was minister at the Winter Park (FL) First Christian Church for 17 years. He is serving as the
Senior minister of the Kissimmee Christian Church (since 2011). He and Jeanette have been married for 27 years and
they have three beautiful daughters. He is in constant demand as a special speaker.

John Mitchell is the minister of the Union Grove Christian Church in Barboursville, Virginia, having served this con-
gregation for ten years. Previous to that, John served congregations in both Florida and Kansas. He was ordained into
ministry in 2003 after serving 20 years in the US Navy as a Submarine Officer.

John holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from Clemson University and a Master of Applied
Science degree from the Naval Postgraduate School. Additionally, he received Bachelor of Theology and Masters of
Sacred Literature degrees from Summit Theological Seminary.

John was born and raised in Toccoa, GA, and became a New Testament Christian in 1999. John and his wife Renee
have been married for 18 years and have one eight-year-old daughter, Madison.
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Editor’s ViewpoinTt

e became a very good friend. At first, he scared me. When we met,

I was beginning my first congregational ministry. He was 99! I
had never conducted a funeral and I thought that if he was 99 he could
only have a few breathes in him. [ was with that congregation for three
and half years; he lived on several years after | was gone. I held quite
a few funerals in my ministry there, but not his.

He would write a poem about the Uniform Sunday School lesson
each week and type it out on his Royal typewriter. He would use carbon
paper so he could hand out copies to those he thought might benefit.

He had a room in the home of his daughter and son-in-law and I en-
joyed visiting with him. During one visit he told me the following story.

A grandson (who was brilliant) had been graduated from high school
and was going to go about 40 miles away to college. The grandson was
very shy. In fact, he was so shy that it wasn’t very long until he quit
school and came home. My friend was always kind but didn’t mince
his words. He told me that when he saw his grandson on his return from
college, he stood the boy up and placed his hand on the boy’s back. As
he told the story, he shook his hand and demonstrated how he ran his
hand up and down the middle of the boy’s back.

The boy asked, “Grandpa, what are you doing?”
My friend said to the boy, “Just as I thought! No backbone!”

I think of that story often, especially when I see times when people
ought to take action or speak up about something that is wrong, but
they don’t.

The story came to mind when I looked at the program of this year’s
North American Christian Convention. On a page on the website that
said, “Meet the Speakers,” some 22 people were pictured. Some I
know and respect. Some I did not know. The nice thing about this time
in which we live is that research can be done for further information.

Of the 22 listed, if my figures are correct, internet information
pointed out that at least 8 are listed as being members of denomina-
tional churches. Of those 8, at least 3 were from churches that would
be classified as “charismatic.”

If this isn’t bad enough, of the 14 others, the plan of salvation in
some of those churches is not Restoration but solafidian (faith-only).

Many years ago, when I was on the 120-person continuation commit-
tee of the NACC, we were divided into small groups and given a topic
(continued on page 8)
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5830) is published monthly by The Christian Restoration
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OUR PLATFORM

The Bible: God’s revelation to man, its author-
ity and finality, man’s only rule of faith and
practice.

The Christ: The only begotten Son of God
man’s only Savior and Lord.

The Church: The true tabernacle which the
Lord pitched, and not man.

The Gospel: The power of God unto salvation,
its proclamation and defense.

The Unity of Believers: In the “unity of the
faith” as prescribed in the New Testament.

The Fellowship: Of brethren of “like precious
faith,” in the furtherance of the gospel and
the building of churches of Christ according

to the Bible pattern.
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What's so hard to understand about

“AND?
L

Richard L. Marshall

wish I had documented it. I would like to give the

dates I heard these statements and the names of
those who made them. However, if you frequently
listen to or watch T.V. evangelists on radio or television
I am confident you also have observed this scenario
several times.

The preacher was pleading with folk to come to
Christ and receive salvation.. He told us, to be saved
you must believe in Christ, because the 16th chapter
of Mark says you must believe to be saved.

Within 72 hours of hearing that speaker, I heard
another making a similar plea to be saved; he said one
must repent, because the 2nd chapter of Acts says that
one must repent to receive the forgiveness of his sins.

It is interesting that in neither case did the speaker
give the verse, but only the chapter in which the text
was found. I couldn’t help but wonder if this indefinite-
ness was deliberate.

It is clear that the first reference is to Mark 16:16
which reads “He who has believed and has been bap-
tized shall be saved, but he who has disbelieved shall
be condemned.” The second is the Acts 2:38 which
reads, “And Peter said unto them, ‘Repent and let each
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.”

It seems strange that each one of these verses con-
tains the instruction to be baptized. In fact, baptism
is the one element that is common to both of these
references. Why did these two preachers omit this in
their appeal to people to come to Christ for salvation?

I wondered, “What is so hard to understand about
AND?”

Another little word that many seem to find hard to
understand is in Romans 6:5. In verses 3 and 4 Paul
has described how baptism into Christ is baptism into
His death. Having been buried with Him in baptism we
can walk in a new life. Then in verse 5 he writes “For
IF we have become united with Him in the likeness of
His death certainly we will also be in the likeness of His
resurrection.” There are many who hold out the hope
of resurrection with Him whether or not that has been
union with Him in baptism. I wonder again, “What’s
so hard to understand about “IF.”

Obviously on the part of these speakers there was
an attempt to remove the teaching about baptism from
their invitation to Christ. Why is the teaching of bap-
tism avoided in much of today’s evangelical circles? I
believe one preacher said it well, “The cross has always
been a stumbling block, and the cross is in baptism,
therefore many stumble over it.”

I believe he was right. How about you? Do you
stumble over baptism? Do you find it hard to under-
stand “And” and “If.”?

Richard L. Marshall is a semi-retired minister who makes his
home in Crestview, FL.

“The water of baptism which
God meant to unite us has become
the water that divides us.”

$10.00 plus p. and h.
ww.thecra.org
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How Much Co-operation Can We
Have With Other Groups?

QUESTION: My family and I have decided to do missions
work in a country where there are almost no current missionaries
from the Restoration Movement. We have anticipated that we
would eventually connect with other believers who might hold
doctrinal beliefs which are different from us. As it happens, it
seems this day is approaching. The Protestant church we have
recently been associated with is very similar to our RM Chris-
tian churches, but we do differ on baptism. Theirs is basically a
Baptist view: they treat it as an act of obedience for local church
membership, rather than as the time and place of salvation. Also,
they identify as “openly Calvinistic.” Is it possible that this lat-
ter difference is only theoretical and would not affect practical
involvement in such things as ministry, evangelism, and disciple-
ship? Could their Calvinism cause other issues in connection
with some kind of ministry partnership?

[The above is a condensed version of an actual email I received
recently. Without names and identifying details, here is my reply.]

ANSWER: 1 will separate the question into two parts. First, I
will give my thoughts on how far we can conscientiously cooper-
ate with churches and individuals who call themselves Christians
and who sincerely desire to follow Biblical teaching, but who
neither believe in nor practice the Biblical doctrine of baptism.
Then I will give my thoughts on cooperating with Calvinists.

On the first issue, | truly admire all those within Christendom
who earnestly believe in the final authority of the Bible and who
sincerely want to be Christians in every sense. I also truly grieve
that many of these folks have been deceived by Satan and by
false human teachers (such as Huldreich Zwingli) as to the proper
role of baptism in receiving salvation. My own commitment to
the authority of the Bible requires me to take seriously what I
understand to be the clear Biblical teaching on the purpose of
baptism: God has promised to bestow upon repentant believers
the key elements of salvation—forgiveness of sins (justification)
and regeneration (via the indwelling of the Holy Spirit)—in the
moment of immersion. A congregation that does not teach the
correct doctrine of salvation cannot, in my judgment, be a part of
the true church. Also, this makes it difficult for me to accept all
members of such a congregation, who have not been immersed
Biblically, as true Christians. I do not say that they will not be
saved in the final day (see my essay, “Is Baptism Necessary for
Salvation?” Questioning the Question,” at http://jackcottrell.
com/notes/is-baptism-necessary-for-salvation-questioning-the-
question/. But I am saying that I cannot regard them as saved
members of the body of Christ in this lifetime. Thus I person-
ally cannot work with them in any “ministry partnership” that
involves evangelism.

Ask the Professor
Dr. Jack Cottrell

Dr. Cottrell is a retired seminary

professor, and is the part-time teaching
minister for the First Church of Christ in
Greendale, IN. He is the author of many

books.
-~

He may be reached at: jackbarbcot@juno.com

I am not insensitive, though, to the need for associations
with other Bible-believers, especially in hostile environments.
In my own experience, I felt this need when I was a student at
the University of Cincinnati (1960-1962). Most of my fellow
students were unbelievers of all kinds. Thus in my biology
course | felt a closeness to the one other student that I knew to
believe in creation, even though he was a Baptist! And in one of
my philosophy courses (taught by an atheist), I felt some close-
ness even to a neo-orthodox Barthian who was in the course
with me! So I can see how you are drawn to close association
with the group you have described, though they seem to be
Calvinistic Baptists.

Here is how I have resolved this issue in my own mind. In the
first place, I assume that all those who are true Bible-believers
have a firm commitment to the Christian worldview. This
means that we have a common commitment to such things as
absolute truth, the fact of creation, Christ’s resurrection, and
Biblical ethical values. This is a basis for that feeling of close-
ness referenced in the previous paragraph. Also, I feel comfort-
able cooperating with all such Bible-believers in defending the
Christian worldview. This refers especially to issues relating
to apologetics and ethics. We stand together on such things as
defending creation and the resurrection, and opposing abortion
and evolution.

But in the second place, because of what I said above, I cannot
regard all such Bible-believers as being saved. Some are; some
are not. I can accept those who have obeyed the gospel, includ-
ing the requirement for baptism, as fellow Christians; however,
I cannot say the same about those who have not obeyed the
gospel, including the requirement for baptism. Thus I cannot
relate to these two groups in the same way. I can relate to the
former in the sense of family fellowship; these are my fellow-
Christians, my brothers and sisters in Christ (see 1 Cor. 12:13;
2 Cor. 6:14-7:1). I cannot make that judgment about the latter
group. Does this mean that I can have no relationship with the
latter group at all? No, but it must be of a different kind. I call it
a relationship of redemptive friendship, and I take the example
of Jesus Christ as the model for this. He had many redemptive
encounters with unbelieving Jews, including many who were
sincere but whose faith was flawed; but his family fellowship

(continued on page 6)
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Ask the Professor (cont.)

was limited to a close circle (e.g., his disciples, and the
Mary/Martha/Lazarus family). The difference between
family fellowship and redemptive friendship may not look
very different on the outside, but the internal motive and
purpose are very different.

Now, on the second issue, i.e., Calvinism. My answer
here is pretty much the same as the above, because most
true Calvinists reject the Biblical view of baptism. But
beyond that, you ask if there are other things about Cal-
vinism that would make it difficult to cooperate with the
group in view. I will make two points. First, you say this
group is “openly Calvinistic.” That means that they openly
endorse all the well-known doctrines of Calvinism. You
know what they are: the TULIP doctrines, plus a concept
of divine sovereignty that requires God to be the ultimate
cause of EVERYTHING. Thus there is no truly free will.
If you are in some kind of united front with this group,
you are in effect saying that you accept these doctrines.
But these are seriously false doctrines! We cannot put our-
selves in a position of personally denying these doctrines
yet publicly approving them (see Titus 1:9).

Second, depending on how consistent this Calvinist-
Baptist group is, if they are serious about their Calvinism,
they do not believe in truly free will. This cannot help but
affect how they do evangelism. A true Calvinist believes
that the totally-depraved sinner CANNOT believe the
gospel by his or her own choice. God must decide who
will be saved or not, and to those whom he decides to

save, he unilaterally, monergistically gives them the gift
of faith. No free will is at work. This also applies to the
chosen ones AFTER they have received the gift of faith:
they do not have the free will to give up this faith, thus
“once saved, always saved.” It’s part of the system.

Thus, my friend, were I in your shoes, my conscience
would require me to keep my mission work and my
church’s identity distinct from the group you are associ-
ating with now. I would still maintain relationships with
this group, and others like it, especially for a common
defense of the Christian world view. I would also maintain
such relationships for the purpose of influencing them
to change their Calvinistic views and their doctrine of
baptism. L.e., this is where I would put my redemptive
friendship to work. @

3 From the pen of Dr. Lew-
. '. is Foster: Preacher, Pro-
IV fessor, Defender of the
Faith, and Friend of the
..« Church, a commentary on
~ the Gospel of John.

Order your copy today:

$12.00 plus P. and H.
www.thecra.org

.

NEW BOOK BY JACK COTTRELL!

Perfect for Sunday school classes!
Available now from the C.R.A. in
paperback ($12.00) and
on Amazon for Kindle ($7.99)!
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Digging a
Little Deeper
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by Gareth L. Reese

“Let’s Go Visiting!”

By our English word “visit” we usually mean “the act of
traveling to see someone,” in the sense of making a “social
call.” Often, in an earlier time, on a Sunday afternoon, families
would travel to visit other family members. We would spend a few
moments in friendly chit-chat while sitting on the patio, or maybe
playing a game of dominoes, or simply enjoying each other’s
company. Consequently, we sometimes attach this meaning to the
word “visit” when we find it in Scripture. But the Greek words of
which “visit” is the translation mean something more than that.

Kenneth Wuest tells us the word “visit” can be the translation
of two closely related verbs which have the following meanings:
first, epopteuo, “to look upon, to inspect, to examine with the
eyes;” and, second, episkeptomai, “to look upon in order to help
or benefit, to look after, to have a care for, to provide for.”

Epopteuo occurs twice in the New Testament and in both
places in 1 Peter it is translated “observe” rather than “visit,” in
order to bring out the nuance of viewing attentively, watching,
examining with the eyes. In both passages it is unsaved folk who
are watching how the Christians live. 1 Peter 2:12 speaks of how
unsaved people who have been attracted to the Lord Jesus by the
beautiful lives of Christians, will “by observing (epopteuontes)
your good works glorify God in the day of visitation.” 1 Peter 3:2
refers to husbands who are pictured as “beholding (epopteusantes)
their Christian wife’s chaste and respectful behavior” and being
positively influenced by that toward also becoming a Christian.

All the examples of “visit” in the New Testament are transla-
tions of some form of episkeptomai, “to look upon in order to
help or benefit, to look after, to have a care for, to provide for.”
When episkeptomai means “to seek out someone,” it never
implies merely “to visit” them in the usual sense, or for selfish
ends, but always “to be concerned” about them, with a sense of
responsibility for helping them.

Some verses tell us that God so visits His people. In Hebrews
2:6 (KJV) we have, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
or the son of man, that thou visitest him?” The words “son of
man” are here a designation of the human race. The Psalmist
exclaims at the wonder of it all, that man is so special to God
that He would look upon him in order to help him and give
him aid. The NASB reads “that you are concerned about him.”
Zacharias, at the birth of his son John the Baptist, knowing that
John would be the forerunner of the Messiah who would there-
fore shortly come, said, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for

He hath visited and redeemed His people” (Luke 1:68). When
Zechariah used the word “visited,” he really said “for He has
looked upon His people in order to help and benefit them and
provide for them.” In Acts 15:14 we have a very significant
statement, “Simeon hath declared how God for the first time
(in the house of Cornelius) did visit the Gentiles, to take out
of them a people for His name.” Now we understand that God
visits Gentiles as well as the Jewish people “in order to help
them and provide for them.” By combining Jewish and Gentile
believers, God was creating for Himself a new people (“making
of the two one new man” ...Ephesians 2:15).

Jesus, the Son of God, likewise “visits” to help and benefit
His world. In Luke 1:78 (KJV) we read, “The dayspring from
on high hath visited us.” That Dayspring is none other than
the Lord Jesus, who looked upon Israel and cared for His
chosen people so that He came to their aid. And when Israel
refused the aid of its Messiah, Jesus lamented over Jerusalem
and its inhabitants, and spoke of its destruction, closing with
the words “Thou knewest not the day of thy visitation” (Luke
19:44). Jesus, coming to earth and visiting Jerusalem, was a
visit from God, intended to benefit the people. They missed
the significance of it. The result was physical destruction of
their city and forfeiture of salvation. When the young man at
Nain was raised from the dead by Jesus, the villagers under-
stood that they had had a visit of blessing from God. Luke 7:16
says, “Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God,
saying, ‘A great prophet has arisen among us!’ and, ‘God has
visited His people!”” In 1 Peter 2:25, Jesus is identified as “the
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.” The word translated
“Guardian” (episkopon) pictures Jesus as looking after men’s
spiritual welfare and giving them aid.

Men also are pictured as imitating this kind of God-like visit-
ing to care for and provide for others. In Acts 7:23 as Stephen
rehearsed the account of Moses leaving the palace of Pharaoh,
he said, “It entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of
Israel.” He is going to to look after his brethren in order to
help them, because he had the consciousness that he was the
God-ordained instrument to deliver Israel, and he was going to
its aid. After the beginning of the second missionary journey,
Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go again and visit our brethren
in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord and
see how they do” (Acts 15:36). Paul is expressing the idea they
needed to be concerned about the new Christians and giving
them spiritual aid where it was needed.

Men who are elders in the local congregation are represented
as doing this kind of helpful visiting. When the word translated
“overseers” is used of elders (1 Timothy. 3:1, NASB), it is a
form of the word for “visit” that we are studying. In the case
when a church officer is called a “bishop,” or an “overseer,”
it means “one charged with the spiritual oversight and welfare
of the local church, with the responsibility of giving spiritual

help to the saints.”
(continued on page 8)
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Digging a Little Deeper (cont»

Every Christian likewise has a comparable responsibility to
be concerned about the spiritual welfare of fellow members, and
has the precious privilege of making such helpful visits. Take for
instance, “Sick and in prison and ye visited me not” (Matthew
25:43). The Greek word “visit” shows it was no mere social call
that would have met the need of the prisoner. Oriental prisons
sometimes were cold and uncomfortable. What a prisoner needed
was ministering care like the help which the Philippians sent to
the Roman prisoner Paul by Epaphroditus (Philippians 4:18). In
James 1:27 we have, “Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Here
again, the word “visit” does not refer to a social call, but to the
act of looking after the orphans and the widows in order to help
them. Hebrews 12:14,15 is addressed to all the readers of this
letter. This is the exhortation to all of them, “See to it (episkopeo)
that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bit-
terness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”
The word picture is like that of a good shepherd who displays
responsibility for the salvation for all the members of the com-
munity. Such helpful concern is not just the task of one leader,
but of all the individual members of the community.

“Visit” depicts a fundamental attitude. Man has to realize he
does not exist in and for himself, but of and for the other. This
attitude is to be expressed by actions. So, let’s go visiting!

Gareth L. Reese is a New Testament and Greek professor at Central
Christian College of the Bible. He has authored many commentaries
on New Testament books.

Gareth L. Reese

These two letters of Paul show we cannot
wander from apostolie teachimge and stll have
New Testament Christianity.

$35.00 plus p. and h.

Editor’s ViEwpoinT (conr.)
to discuss. Our group had four people. I can only remember
the names of three of us, so I won’t give any names. We were
to discuss the use of denominational people on the program
of the NACC.

One person in our group was a well-respected senior minister/
educator among our churches who had also served as the Presi-
dent of the NACC in the past. I was second in age and the other
2 were probably 15-20 years our junior. We were divided. The
two of us who were older sat on one side of the table while the
2 younger sat on the other side. The table divided us. But that
wasn’t all that divided us. The two younger saw nothing wrong
with having denominationalists on the program, and the number
of them made no difference. The brother who shared the side
of the table with me agreed that it wasn’t the best thing to do.

We tried to reason, but that didn’t work. My friend, with his
background of serving many times on the 120 committee and
an officer in the convention, pointed out that every few years
someone would bring up this topic for discussion.

I remember well how he said, “Historically, it has been de-
cided over and over again that denominationalists can be used,
but specifically and sparingly.” An example would be that at a
preachers’ breakfast some denominational preacher who was
known as a great pulpiteer might be brought in to talk about
preaching, or [ remember when Elmer Towns was brought in
to speak about building a great Bible School. But even with
those examples, the pulpit was never given to them to speak
to a plenary session.

One story from that time was when W.A. Criswell was
brought in to speak to the preachers. He was to be hosted by
Harvey Bream. Harvey decided that Criswell would know who
we were and what we believed before he left. Harvey showed
him around the display area (which was not nearly so diverse as
itis today). He told him about various displays of missions and
colleges. He told him the history of the Restoration Movement
and what we believe. “No creed but Christ, no book but the
Bible, no name but the Divine.” “Where the Scriptures speak,
we speak, and where the Scriptures are silent, we are silent.” He
told him that we were not Calvinists and shared with him the
understanding we have of salvation: faith, repentance, baptism,
remission of sins, and gift of the Holy Spirit. (For those who
may not know, that is the five-finger exercise of Walter Scott.)

(continue on page 17)

The CRA is now accept-
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A Page from the Book

“A Christian’s Response to Earth Day”

During the month of April every year since around 1970, people
all over the world have been celebrating Earth Day. This time
each year eco-friendly people come together and commit themselves
to cleaning up the planet. For many, though, they are often motivated
by more misinformation than solid scientific fact. Remember the
book written many years ago by a fellow named Paul Ehrlich, en-
titled, The Population Bomb?” Well, in that book he predicted that
every ocean would die by 1979. He went on to write, “The total
population of the United States would be reduced to 22.6 million
by 1999 and leukemia rates would rise 70%. Food shortages would
kill 65 million Americans in the 1980s. He, of course, advocated
vociferously for population control in fear of too many humans
occupying the earth.

Tony Snow, who wrote an article years ago
on this subject, actually stated that based on
recent studies the planet could “sustain 80 bil-
lion people with no improvements in technology
and conceivably could support a trillion souls.”
Have you noticed just how much of the “Earth
Day Movement” is based, not on love for planet
earth, but fear? I might add that much of the
information is simply not true. For instance,
Rich Lowry, a noted journalist, wrote in May of
2006 an article in which he stated, “A 2002 study
in nature found that two-thirds of the continent of Antarctica actually
got colder from 1996 to 2000. A 2005 study published in science
looked at about 70 percent of Antarctic’s surface area and reported
that the east Antarctic ice sheet had gained 45 billion tons of ice an-
nually between 1992 and 2003.” That is why you hear less of “global
warming” and now of “climate change.” By the way, no one would
argue that the climate is changing. According to Dr. Fred Singer,
professor emeritus of Environmental sciences at the University of
Virginia, and former director of the U.S. Weather Satellite Service,
“We are seeing a warming trend of about one-tenth of a degree cen-
tigrade per decade, or roughly a degree per century.” This is hardly
enough climate change to call for mass hysteria. I cannot help but
reflect on Paul’s admonition to the church at Colossi, “See to it that
no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy.”

Jim Book

Over the years Earth Day has become more than just an oppor-
tunity to clean up waterways and remove debris from roads and
parks; it has become an outlet for many naturalists to turn this event
into an opportunity to glorify and honor the planet at the expense
of worshiping the Creator. In fact, according to a Time Magazine
article written clear back in 1991, “Nature worship was part of the
festivities from Boston to Berkeley. The ceremonies were part of
the growing U.S. spiritual movement.”

Chuck Colson, in his book entitled, How Now Shall We Live,
states this all-important fact. “We need to clearly recognize a basic
truth about humans. We are made to worship. We do not have the
option of being non-religious. We only have the choice of what we
will worship. Second, we are rebellious against God. The fact is,
many people were not just helping to clean up the shorelines around

the world or plant trees where deforestation has taken place; mil-
lions of people were worshipping not the God of the planet but the
planet itself.

Now, I believe the Scriptures give very clear direction on the fact
that we as God’s prized creation must manage and care for this big
rock we call earth. Think about the number of Scriptures that advise
believers to be good stewards of what God has allowed us to enjoy.
From our finances, to our homes, to our bodies, to our tongues, to
our marriages, to the body—the church—we have been commissioned
to be good stewards and managers of what God has lent to us. In
Genesis 2:8,15, Moses records these words from God to man: “The
Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the
man whom He had formed. Then the Lord God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and keep it.” Did you notice
first it was God who formed man? It says nothing of man evolving
over billions of years through random chance and time. Secondly,
the Scriptures record that God placed man in this lush garden to
“tend it and keep it.”” Also note that God placed the first couple in
the garden to manage it, not worship it. Big difference!!

Ever since the beginning of time as we know it, God expected us
to care of and preserve what He has made for us. We should take a
responsible approach to caring for the planet that God has lent us.
That can be done by being responsible with the water we use, the
way in which we protect our waterways, and of course the way in
which we dispose of waste. Our motivation though is out of love
and respect, not for nature but out of love and respect for the Divine
Creator. Paul knew that man would get this whole thing out of whack.
In Romans 1:25, he warns us that man would eventually focus more
on the creation, if you will, and less love and admiration on the
One who created it. “Who exchanged the truth of God for the lie,
and worshipped and served the creature, rather than the Creator.”

Psalm 105:1, “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name make
known among the nations what he has done.”

Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.”

Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands.”

We know that God speaks through [1] general revelation, which
is the creative order and careful meticulous design; [2] specific
revelation which is His divine blueprint for mankind we know as
the Scriptures.

Remember when Job began to question God and His authority?
For 37 chapters Job and his friends and his wife cast doubts as to
God’s perspective. In chapter 38 God said to Job in verse 3 “Brace
yourself like a man; I will question you.” God then reminds Job
that He was in charge of all the workings of planet earth and then
God shares this insight in verse 33. “Do you know the laws of the
heavens? Can you set up God's dominion over the earth?” Did you
catch the term “law”? You see Evolution or Darwinism is merely a
theory or, I think, a bad hypothesis. God refers to creation and His
handiwork as “law.” God is highlighting in this chapter the fact that
the systems in place simply could not have evolved through chance.

My heart sinks for people who hold on to planet earth because, in
their minds, this is all there is. The environment has become their
God. Hence Earth Day affords Pantheist and Hyper-Environmentalist

(continued on page 17)
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Al 7l ekl \Saoll

(mackydcc@yahoo.com) —

A Wodenn-Day Paratbile”

his episode took place back in the 1950s. My father owned

several hundred acres of land in south Florida, where he raised
cane (sugar cane, that is) and beef cattle. Early one morning, my
mother took the car and headed off for town, some 30 miles away,
to purchase groceries and household supplies, promising my father
that she would be back to prepare lunch. Dad got on his tractor and
drove to the fields to do some cultivating in preparation for planting
cane. However, somehow, he misjudged the slope of the land at one
point and the tractor turned over, pinning one of his legs under it.

There was no one within calling distance, nor any help to look
for until mother returned and went looking for him. He didn’t know
if the leg was broken, but it was painful, and circulation was being
cut off. If he didn’t free it, he could lose the leg. The position he
was in made it difficult to dig the dirt from under the leg, but by
keeping steadily at it, he finally managed to pull the sprained and
swollen leg free.

The leg would not bear his weight, so he had to crawl on his hands
and one knee, dragging the injured leg along. He headed for the road
some 30 or so yards away, hoping to flag down a passing motorist.
It was a slow and arduous crawl, but he finally reached the shoulder
of the road. This was not a major highway — just a county road — so
not much traffic. Soon a car approached, but the man driving did
not even slow down, even though he could not but help seeing dad
waving. Perhaps he had an important engagement to keep and felt
he couldn’t spare the time. Who knows?

After a bit, another car approached from the opposite direction.
The driver was a woman. She slowed when she saw my father wav-
ing, but then sped up and drove on. She may have suspected it was
a ruse to get her to stop, and then he would overpower her, thrust
her aside and steal her car. Such things do happen.

Finally, a third car came along. This one pulled over and two
men got out to see how they could help my father. The men were
black — or “colored” as we called them back then, before the days
of the civil rights movement when Negroes decided they preferred
to be referred to as “black” rather than “colored.”

Segregation was a way of life across the southern states; the races
did not socialize. It was not a matter of master and slave anymore,
but it was still employer and servant. Jobs open for colored people
were menial ones: janitor, maid, busboy, field hand — you get the
idea. Public restrooms were labeled “Men,” “Women,” and “Col-
ored.” Separate, but definitely not equal. Colored people could ride
on public vehicles if they sat in designated areas. Their homes were
in the poorest part of town. If you wanted a better life, you had to

go north of that Mason-Dixon Line.

Now my parents were not racists. They were devout Christians and
they sympathized with the colored people. They believed the truth of
the children’s song I learned at church: “Jesus loves the little children,
all the children of the world; red and yellow, black and white, they are
precious in His sight...” They both were active in charity work with
the Seminole Indians, whose reservation bordered my father’s land.

The men who stopped soon learned my father’s plight — they could
see the injured leg and the overturned tractor out in the field. Did
he want them to take him to a doctor or hospital? No, he explained.
Both were too far away. If they would just take him to his house,
his wife would soon be home and could see about getting him to a
doctor if that was necessary. My father was not a small man; he was
nearly six feet tall and muscular. But the other two men were able to
help him into the car and drove him around to his home about a mile
away. There, they got him into the house and to his bed, then taking
ice from the refrigerator and a towel from the bathroom, they man-
aged to improvise an ice bag for the swollen leg. Dad prayed down
a blessing on them before they left. All would be well.

Who was the neighbor to the one who fell — not among thieves,
but under his tractor?? What was it Jesus said? “Go thou and do
likewise.”

Maxine Fream Gash is a Christian writer who makes her home in Joplin, MO.
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First TiiNGs FIRST

et me share with you my favorite sermon on evange-

lism. I will tell you up front this is not my outline, nor
is it the outline of the preacher that I first heard use it. |
do not know the origin of the outline. Most likely it was
used by the Evangelist Philip at one of his first seminars
on evangelism.

This is a simple outline; however, in my opinion, it
contains a powerful message for all Christians.

This article will not uncover deep, hidden secrets of
evangelism. Nor will it help you discover
five easy ways to reach the lost. It is not
going to make you into a “super duper on
fire soul winner.” However, it will give
you three simple facts about evangelism
you and I need to know and follow.

In truth, this is about as practical as it
gets. [ want to give you three simple truths
about evangelism. So here we go.

Tony Sullivan

When it comes to reaching out with the message of
Christ, let us remember that, “Now is the time.” The old
cliché that says, “There is no time like the present” is true
when it comes to seeking the lost. Scripture speaks very
convincingly of this fact.

John 4:35 says, “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four
months, and then comes the harvest’ Behold, I say to you,
lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white
for harvest.” (NAS)

John 9:4, “We must work the works of Him who sent

Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can
work.” (NAS)

Matthew 9:37-38, “Then He said to His disciples, ‘The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore,
beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into
His harvest.””

So many plan to do evangelism. They draw up a schedule
of how it will happen. They research methods of teaching
the gospel to those they are trying to reach. They are always
getting ready, but nothing ever happens.

Don’t wait; do something now. Today is the day. Tomor-
row may be too late.

We need to understand, when it comes to reaching out
with the message of Christ, this is the place. Another old
and worn cliché is, “Bloom where you are planted.”

People always want to help people who aren’t there. I
met a man several years ago who was making plans to
move his family and enroll in a Bible College. I asked him

why he wanted to do this. His reply, “I want to win
souls.” My next question was, “How many have you
won?” His answer, “none.” My reply, “If you aren’t
at least reaching out to people now, there is a good
possibility that school will not change that.”

Even though the phrase, “missions start at home,” is
often said by someone who is trying to stop outreach
from their congregation, the statement is true. We must
start where we are if we are to reach the community
for Christ.

I don’tlive in Africa, I don’t live in South America, I
don’t live in the United Kingdom. I live in Union City,
Georgia, and that’s where I start reaching the lost. I
can venture out, but if I am neglecting my home city
I am not doing what I should.

Our congregation has a good missions program.
We support all types of ministries and people. We are
helping carry the message in India, China, Japan, and
a few other foreign countries. We also make sure that
we are helping those in our community. We support
2 ministries that are less than 2 miles from our own
building. Plus, we are looking for more and more ways
to serve and reach those living around our building.

Start sharing the gospel where you are.

Also remember, when it comes to reaching out with
the message of Christ, “we are the people.”

If we, as followers of Christ, aren’t taking the mes-
sage to a lost world, who will? The politicians aren’t
going to do it, liberal congregations aren’t going to
do it, the NFL or the WWE aren’t going to do it. It is
our job. No one else can, and no one else will carry
the gospel message but us.

Don’t try to pass off your responsibility to someone
else. It is your job to share the message of hope with
those whose lives you touch. If you don’t tell your
neighbor, who will? If you don’t tell your family and
friends, who will? If you don’t confront the lost with
the message of salvation, who will?

So, when it comes to winning the lost remember:
1) Now Is The Time, 2) This is the Place, 3) We are
the People.

Let’s get busy.
P.S. I do want to thank Mel Harrell for this outline.

I heard Mel preach this message at Hillsboro Family
Camp sometime in the 1990s.(D

Tony Sullivan is the evangelist with the Lester Road Christian Church in
Fairburn, GA. He is also an associate evangelist with the CRA. He can be
reached by e-mail: Tonycra@att.net
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Here’s An Idea!

“Vision Statement”

M ost evangelistic churches usually have some form of a
vision statement that emphasizes the main purposes of
that local congregation. However, most surveys point out that
the average church member is not familiar with the statement.
This is often true even if the churches have
the vision statement in print in their worship
folder and on their letterhead.

A few churches have come up with an
idea to improve this situation. They have the
congregation repeat the vision statement in
the worship services. They do not do it every
Lord’s day but they do it often. Usually it is re-
peated in unison, but sometimes it is responsive
if the statement lends itself to this form. However, any way that
this is done will usually be very helpful.

Ben Merold

Real evangelistic churches are usually very pointed about
their purposes. They have found that most people want to know
where their local church stands and something about its direc-
tion and purposes. So, here are several questions that should
be considered by church leaders:

1. Does the church have a vision statement? If you have one,
please review it to make sure that it really states the purposes
of your congregation. Some will want to brush all of this aside
by saying, “The Great Commission is good enough for us.”

I agree with the Great Commission but it is still wise for a
congregation to define their purposes to help in the fulfillment
of that commission.

If your church does not have a vision statement, the leader-
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ship would do well to appoint a group of people to research the
idea and come up with suggestions. I will issue a warning at this
point. Please do not adopt some “catchy” vision statement from
some other church. While it may be good to read what some
other churches have adopted for the sake of gaining informa-
tion, your vision statement must honestly state your purposes.
By the way, vision statements should be worded in a way that
lends itself to memorization.

2. Do your church members know your vision statement? It
may be in print in many places, but it will not become familiar
unless it is often repeated from the pulpit and in group meetings.
The preacher and the leadership must make an effort to get this
accomplished.

3. Are you willing to try this?

a. Have the congregation repeat the vision statement in every
worship service for about two months.

b. For the next month or two, have the vision statement re-
peated every other week.

c. Then fit it in once a month for the next year.

I know that many will feel that this is vain repetition. However,
remember that the very best attenders miss about 12 times a year.

All of this seems so simple that we are in danger of viewing
the whole process as being rather unimportant. But it is impor-
tant — this has been verified over and over again. My suggestion
is that your local church should get busy on this project in the
very near future. (xi1)

Ben Merold is a minister of the Harvester Christian Church in St.
Charles, MO. Email contact: terri.brown@harvesterchristian.org.

! Tim Haynie was born to LeRoy &
Nell Haynie in Lancaster Ohio in Oc-
tober 1953. His father, also an evange-
list, was a graduate of Cincinnati Bible
Seminary. Tim has a brother, cousin,
brother-in-law, and a son-in-law who
are also evangelists in the churches
of Christ.

Timwas graduated from St. Louis Christian College in
1976 and took graduate courses at Midwestern School of
Evangelism in Ottumwa, lowa. He met his wife Jeannette
(Watson) in Ottumwa where they were married. They
have 6 children, 24 grandchildren & one on the way, and
1 great granddaughter.

Tim & Jeannette have ministered with churches of Christ
in Calleo Missouri, Stryker Ohio, Indianola lowa and have
been ministering with the church in Creston, lowa for the
last 32 years. .
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Equity for All

Note: New American Standard Bible used as text

Uniform Lesson
August 5, 2018
Romans 2:1-12

Background of Text

The following is taken from a Commentary on Romans
by J.E. Dunkin published by College Press and he quotes
from William Barkley’s commentary.

“In this passage, Paul is directly addressing the Jews...
In the foregoing passage, Paul painted a grim and terrible
picture of the heathen world, a world which was under the
condemnation of God. With every word of that condemna-
tion the Jew thoroughly agreed. But he never for a moment
dreamed that he was under the same condemnation... The
Jews always considered themselves in a specially privileged
position with God. ‘God,’ they said, ‘loves Israel alone of
all the nations of the earth.” ‘God will judge the gentiles
with one measure and the Jews with another.” * All Israelites
will have part of the world to come.’... When Justin Martyr
was arguing with the Jew about the position of the Jews in
the Dialogue With Trypho, the Jew said, ‘They who are the
seed of Abraham according to the flesh shall in any case,
even if they be sinners and unbelieving and disobedient
towards God, share in the eternal Kingdom.’... The Jew
believed that everyone was destined for judgment except
himself. It would not be any special goodness which kept

him immune from the wrath of God, but simply the fact
that he was a Jew.”

From McGarvey/Pendleton’s commentary we read, “He
does not name them as Jews at the start, for this would
make his task harder. He speaks to them first as individuals,
without any reference to race, for the Jew idolized his race,
and would readily admit a defect in himself which he would
have denied in his race. But Paul, by thus convicting each
of sin in his own conscience, makes them all unwillingly
concede sin in all, even though Jews.”

DeWelt says, “Since this is true, the Jew would read and
hear these words without the veil of prejudice over his mind
and would imagine Paul to be continuing in his discussion
of the sinful state of the heathen. This being so, he would
readily assent to the principles laid down in these verses; and
yet before he knew it, he would begin to behold his natural
face in the mirror.”

How can one not be in awe of the master psychology used
by God through the pen of Paul, both here, and in every letter
written by Paul?! Our God is an awesome God!

“Without excuse” is used of the Gentiles
in 1:20. Any self-righteous Jew should
know that he is in the same leaky boat as
the Gentiles since he is doing the “same
things.” The same sins which condemned
the Gentiles not under the Law of Moses
also condemned the Jews who relied on
the Law for their salvation. God requires
perfection from a man expecting to be saved
by keeping the Law. Since no one has ever
been able to live such a life, (except Jesus),
no one can be saved by his own works.

Paul is using a masterful method of
writing, confronting the Jews in a manner
which demands a response from them. Paul
confronts them with the reality that God
will judge them based on truth rather than
genealogy or class. They are challenged to
respond to two questions. “Do you sup-
pose...that you will escape the judgment
of God?” “Or do you think lightly of the
riches of His kindness and forbearance
and patience...?” “Think lightly” means
“to look on with a feeling of contempt”
(Reese). Both questions flew to the heart
of the inbred attitude of the Jews.

We are appalled by the arrogance, pride,

and stubbornness of the Jews. Might
our attitude be similar? Are we guilty
of assuming our salvation? Do we have
the attitude that because I am baptized
(circumcised), I am saved? “Therefore,
let him who thinks he stands take heed
that he does not fall” (1 Corinthians
10:12). Have we condemned others by
our silence because we don’t like them,
or because they are different, or they
don’t think the way we do? Have we
condemned them by not making them
feel welcome in the assembly? Have
we not all experienced the pain of being
falsely condemned by others? How does
this differ from our treatment of others?
How often have we hoped so-and-so is
listening to the sermon when God may
have intended it for us?

Let us allow the kindness of God to
lead us to repentance. Let us not be stub-
born and unrepentant, storing up wrath
for ourselves in the day of wrath.

Paul offers two conclusions: “fo those
who by perseverance in doing good seek
for glory and honor and immortality,
eternal life; ! Perseverance means “pa-

tience under trial, putting up with things”
(Reese). A Christian will make every effort
to be Christ-like. A Christian’s ambition is
glory, honor, and immortality resulting in
eternal life!

“But to those who are selfishly ambitious
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrigh-
teousness, wrath and indignation.”

“There will be tribulation and distress
for every soul of man, who does evil..., but
glory and honor and peace to every man
who does good...” This covers all humanity
including you and me.

It’s your call...eternal life...or wrath and
indignation?

A Christian should look upon every
soul as a prospect. “If possible, so far as it
depends on you, be at peace with all men”
(Romans 12:18).

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty
conceit, but with humility of mind regard
one another as more important than your-
selves;” (Philippians 2:3).

“Let all things be done for edification”
(1 Corinthians 14:26).

“For there is no partiality with God.”
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Charitable Equity for All

Note: New American Standard Version used as text

Uniform Lesson
August 12,2018
2 Corinthians 8:7-15

Approximately one year had passed since the Corin-
thian Christians had the desire to help the impoverished
church in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:3) and had begun
to take up a collection for them. Since then, the Macedo-
nian Christians, moved by the grace of God and having
compassion for the suffering Christians in Jerusalem,
gave beyond their ability, to alleviate the deep poverty

Background of Text

of the saints. Paul decided that it was time to revisit the
Corinthian’s initial desire, and for them to put their money
where their heart was.

In the first six verses of this chapter, Paul informs them
of the Macedonian’s passion and challenges the Corinthi-
ans to “measure up.”

Paul begins his appeal to the Corinthian
saints with a major contrast. The Corinthians
had an abundance of “everything.” Paul
lists some the gifts here, similar to the ones
listed in 1 Corinthians 1:4-7. Refer also to
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and 1 Corinthians
13:1-3. Faith probably refers to the gift of
performing miracles, perhaps those includ-
ing healing. Utterance would be the ability
to miraculously speak in foreign languages
and may include the ability to instruct others
in inspired doctrine. Knowledge was a gift
which one would not have acquired on ones
own without it being received from God.
Reese says that the word for “earnestness”
combines the ideas of eagerness, earnest-
ness, and carefulness. This gift may carry
over to the challenge at hand in fulfilling
their Christian responsibility to the church
in Jerusalem. The Corinthians also abounded
in love shared with Paul.

They may remember Paul’s first letter,
where he said, “What do you have that you
did not receive? And if you did receive it, why
do you boast as if you had not received it?”
1 Corinthians 4:7. And they were probable
told of Jesus’ words, “From everyone who
has been given much, much will be required”’
Luke 12:48.

As gifts from God overflowed, now God
was giving them an opportunity to overflow
with one more gift...the gift of generosity.
They could abound in this gracious work
also. Paul does not command them here but
wishes to test the sincerity of their love by
the mark set by the Macedonians.

As though the bar was not set high
enough by the Macedonians, Paul
follows this appeal with the ultimate
example of Christ. If liberality is the test
of love, then Christ paid the supreme
price. The word for grace, (charis), was
twice before in this chapter translated
“gracious work.” Christ showed His
gracious work by His generous sacrifice.
Before He became flesh, He was rich.
There was never a time throughout all
eternity when Jesus was not rich. Being
equal with the Father was not something
that Jesus “grasped” or “clung to”
(Philippians 2:6). Jesus left behind His
glory, His divine knowledge, His power
and His form. He “emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bondservant, being
made in the likeness of men” (Philip-
pians 2:7-8). Jesus now had limitations
and needs. Jesus was now poor and
despised. He who knew no sin became
sin for us, and He made the ultimate
sacrifice for you. For your sake, He
became poor! Through His poverty you
might become rich! What will you do
with your wealth?

It is Paul’s opinion that any sacrificial
giving to the Jerusalem church would be
to the Corinthians advantage. Another
word for advantage is expedient. Paul
praises them for being the first with
the desire to give and now urges them
to finish what they started last year. It
would be to their advantage to do so,
both now and through eternity. Paul’s

boast would have become an embarrass-
ment if the Corinthians failed to finish,
(“for I know your readiness, of which I
boast about you to the Macedonians, that
Achaia has been prepared since last year,
and your zeal has stirred up most of them...
otherwise if any Macedonians come with
me and find you unprepared, we — not to
speak of you — will be put to shame by this
confidence” (2 Corinthians 9:2,4).

They were ahead of the rest in the desire
to do, now they needed to catch up to the
rest with the doing of it. The word “now”
is emphatic...right now! This very moment.
You’ve wasted enough time. The need of
the Jerusalem church was critical. The
Corinthians were to give “by your ability.”
God never expects one to give according
to what one does not have. God blesses the
quality of giving, not the quantity.

Paul concludes our lesson by assuring
the Corinthians that God never asks Chris-
tians to enrich others at their expense. God
wishes to make the churches equitable. The
roles could be reversed someday. Someday
Jerusalem could be called upon to help the
Corinthians or Macedonians in a crisis.

Wealth is a relative term. While few in
America consider themselves rich, few
elsewhere would think otherwise. We are
rich indeed! What about our brethren in
Jamaica? Haiti? Africa? Asia? The Middle
East? Their needs are critical. Today. While
we live in luxury.

What will you do with your wealth?
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Equity in Conduct

Note: New American Standard Bible used as text

Uniform Lesson
August 19, 2018
Romans 12:9-21

The previous eleven chapters primarily address doctrinal issues
confronting the church in Rome. The Jewish church has been
removed and Christ’s church now stands in its place. Paul has pre-
sented the gospel as the foundation for one’s salvation. He now turns
our attention to how this gospel should affect the lives of Christians.

Paul urges us to present our bodies as “a living sacrifice.” Don
DeWelt says “We must offer it up to God. By God’s grace and in
response to his mercy, we do have control over this body of flesh;
we can make it an offering to God, or Paul would never have called
for it. Other Christians have done it; they are now doing it. Can
we do less?”

’

This sacrifice we are to offer is our “spiritual service of worship.’
Our service to God is the equivalent of our worship of God. Worship

Background of Text

should not be confined to Sunday or midweek services. We are to
make daily sacrifices, “And He was saying to them all, ‘If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
daily and follow Me’” (Luke 9:23). The cross is an instrument of
death. I am to take up my cross daily and die to myself. “Even so
consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 6:11). Christ-like thinking and living are acts of
worship. Our whole being (mind and body) is to be transformed. This
transformation is accomplished by a daily renewing of our minds,
not influenced by the world around us. Peter said, “Therefore repent
and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19).
“Repent” (in the mind) and “return” (“be repentant” in actions).
Our text details the Christ-like life we are to offer as our worship.

In verse 5, Paul explains that we are Christ’s
one body and members of each other. All that
we say or do impacts the body. In this lesson,
Paul emphasizes our interaction with each
other. It begins with agape love. Unconditional.
Genuine love without hypocrisy. From the
heart. No greater commentary can be found for
this than that of 1 Corinthians 13.

The brotherly love is the strong family love
that binds us firmly together. We have each
other’s’ backs. We may hate any evil behavior
within our family and we are not to tolerate it,
but we cling to the good among us. In all things
we are to build up each other (1 Corinthians
14:12, 26). Those who are “brethren” hold a
place of honor among us. We have the same
Father. Gareth Reese says, “The word ‘give
preference’ means ‘to go before and show the
way, to lead, to set an example.”” We should
take greater pleasure in the giving of honor and
praise to others than in receiving praise and
honor ourselves (Philippians 2:3). A Christian
has the desire to love others and to be loved by
them, and the eagerness to express that love in
word and action.

The word “abhor” is used only once in the
New Testament, and it means “to hate,” or
“shrink from.” It is the opposite of “cling to,”
or “cleave to.” “Cleave” means “to join closely
together,” or “to unite,” or “to enter into a close
relation with,” and “to be attached to, or to be
devoted to.” (Arndt & Gingrich, p. 442). There
is no word to describe a stronger hate and this

loathing of sin is to be daily, habitual, and a
constant way of living. A Christian will hate
what is evil and cling to what is good. Do
we truly hate what God hates? Do we love
that which God loves? How do we justify
the TV we watch, the music we listen to, or
the entertainment we pursue? How dare we
be entertained by the sins that nailed Jesus
to the cross? (Romans 1:32). We must not
fall into the trend of justifying our behavior
with worldly arguments. “Woe to those who
call evil good, and good evil; who substitute
darkness for light and light for darkness,”
(Isaiah 5:20). “We are ‘to be glued to what
is good.”” (DeWelt)

A Christian’s pursuit of holiness should not
be “lagging behind in diligence.” The word
for “lagging behind” describes one who does
just enough to get by. It reminds me of my
teen years in school when I knew my father
did not like a C or lower on our report cards.
I knew what I had to do to get a B and that is
all I did. The word for “’fervent” in its root
form means “to boil” or “to burn very hot.”
(J.E. Dunkin) We know what Jesus thinks
about being lukewarm. (Revelation 3:16)

We are urged to rejoice many times in
Scripture, even in the face of tribulation.
This we should be able to do because of the
hope we have in Jesus! Brother Dunkin says,
“There is no place in the Christian’s life for
pessimism.” “If God be for us who can be
against us?” (Romans 8:31).

Much of this text addresses the natural func-
tion of the body. Please read 1 Corinthians 12.
If one member of our body has any need, the
rest of our body works together to meet that
need. If one part of our body is in pain, we all
feel it and work together to heal it. When our
members are healthy, we all feel good. We
are to be of the same mind, not thinking more
highly of ourselves than we ought (v. 3). Love
is not puffed up. We should never be unwilling
to sit with someone who is not “acceptable.”
Are we not all rejects of our culture? We should
be. So were Christ and the apostles before us.
Let us always be happy to associate with the
lowly.

The word “bless” in verse 14 means “to
speak well of” or “to praise.” Are you able to
speak well of those who persecute you? There
is no room in a Christian’s mind for “pay
back.” Focus on Christian living and leave the
punishment to God. Make sure that you are
not the cause of discord. A Christian wants to
be at peace with all people...if possible...as
far as it depends on him. Even Jesus could not
be at peace with everyone, but it was never by
His choice. The text sums up by urging us to
return evil with good. This brings shame upon
them (burning coals heaped on their head). This
allows the Christian to live in peace within
himself and with others.

Read Hebrews 12:14, Psalm 51:10, and
Psalm 19:14.
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Equity in Character

Note: NewAmerican Standard Bible used as text

Uniform Lesson
August 26, 2018
Colossians 3:5-17

In our text today, Paul zeroes in on developing the Christian life. He
sets the foundation for our study in verses 1-4. “Therefore if (since)
you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on
the things above, not on the things that are on earth” (1-2).

“Raised” is a reference to our resurrection at baptism (Romans 6:4).
The old life has died and is buried, and the new life has begun. The
new life is to have an entirely new focus. “For WHO HAS KNOWN
THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But
we have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16), and “Be imitators
of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). The name
“Christ” is found 4 times in the first 4 verses. I found it interesting

Background of Text

to learn that “In each case in the Greek there is an article prefixed.
‘The Christ’ of Christianity (not some ‘Christ’ of Gnosticism) is the
One from whom Christians get their directions and the One on whom
Christians focus.” (Gareth Reese)

“Keep seeking” in the Greek holds a sense of urgency and persis-
tence. Our minds are to be focused on things of eternal consequence.
We should live as though we are in the presence of Jesus who is in the
presence of the Father. And in fact, are we not? (Hebrews 4:13). One
can control his thoughts. Paul would not tell us to do so if it couldn’t
be done. We are to set our minds on the things above. With the aid
of the Holy Spirit, we can train our thoughts to reflect His. Paul now
addresses what a Christian is to avoid, and what one is to pursue.

We are to consider five sins as dead to us.
When one is raised at baptism there is to be a
clear separation from these sins. All five are
pursuits of selfish desires. The first four refer to
sexual gratification.

First listed is immorality, often translated as
fornication. Strictly defined, it refers to illicit
intercourse between the sexes whether unmarried
or married. (Matthew 19:9). Lipscomb/Shepherd
says “The church of Christ should wage such a
relentless warfare against all such wickedness
that all such characters would either come to
repentance or learn that the church has no fellow-
ship for them.” This attitude was once a general
consensus of the church, but now numerous
congregations have fornicators, adulterers, and
homosexuals sitting in their midst, embraced as
Christians, weekly taking of the Lord’s Supper
with impunity. There will be an accounting. Work
out your salvation with fear and trembling. (Phi-
lippians 2:12) We should fear the consequences
of any action which would jeopardize our soul
or the souls of others.

Impurity is a broader term which would in-
clude other perversions such as self-abuse and
sodomy. The passion that Paul refers to is a
depraved or lustful passion. Whereas immoral-
ity and impurity depict actions, passion and evil
desire depict the state of mind.

Greed, often translated covetousness, is an
overwhelming desire to possess more. It is so
strong that one is often willing to cheat, steal, or
even hurt others to acquire. It is the offspring of

self-worship or idolatry.

Three of these “must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints”
(Ephesians 5:3). Paul says very strongly,
“But actually, I wrote to you not to as-
sociate with any so-called brother if he
is an immoral person, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a
swindler —not even to eat with such a one.
For what have I to do with judging outsid-
ers? Do you not judge those who are within
the church? But those who are outside,
God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED
MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES” (1
Corinthians 5:11-13).

The wrath of God will come upon one
who has not separated himself from these
sins. We do a grave disservice to those
who have not repented of these sins when
we tolerate what God will never tolerate.

Where there is repentance there is to be
a strong contrast between “you once were”
and now, “put them all aside.” The Greek
for put aside is an imperative command.
Wilbur Fields says this verb indicates that
“we are to put them away decisively, once
for all.” We are to put aside anger (chronic
attitude), wrath (sudden and boiling over),
malice (a vicious intent to harm), slander
(insulting, injurious speech, also translated
blasphemy), and abusive speech (foul-
mouthed abuse - Lightfoot). “No pure heart
can utter foul speech” (Frank Marshall).

When considering the last two, read James 3.

“Do not lie” is another imperative command.
Lying must stop! Put aside, laid aside, and put
on are terms suggesting taking off or putting on
a garment. One casts off the old and puts on the
new. When one puts on Christ, Galatians 3:27,
one casts off the old self with its deeds (Romans
6). In v. 11, Greek refers to all Gentiles world-
wide, and Scythian refers to the savage and
warlike nomads of the Black and Caspian seas.

God’s people are chosen, holy, and beloved.
Before creation, God chose that those in Christ
would be destined for eternal life. Those chosen
would be holy or sanctified (set apart for God’s
service). They would be God’s beloved family.
These were terms used to describe Israel of old:
chosen Psalm 105:6, holy Exodus 19:6, and
beloved Deuteronomy 23:5. Christ’s church will
put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. This, too, is a command.

The Greek literally says “over all these”
things put on love. Love is the garment that is
worn on top of all the others binding it together.

“Let it dwell” is yet another command. The
“word of Christ” is referring to the message of
the gospel which they received from various men
through preaching or by letters.

As a summary to our text, Paul covers every-
thing. Whatever you do in word or deed, must be
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Every deed, every
word must reflect the mind of Christ. What can
we do or say today to put a smile on His face?
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A Page from the Book (cont.)

to elevate the physical over the spiritual, all the while allowing Satan
to eclipse God’s glory at the expense of the human soul.

Finally, the best gift we can give the planet is the gospel message
of Jesus Christ. Man is the prize, the greatest of God’s creation.
What man needs more than clean water is the Water of Life. What
man needs more than healthy trees is to be grafted into the Vine.
What planet earth needs is eternal salvation. In 2 Peter 3:10-13 the
apostle records this chilling prophecy, “The elements shall melt with
a fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.” We, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, which righteousness dwells. FOLKS, THAT IS
REAL GLOBAL WARMING!!! Jesus Himself said, “Heaven and
earth will pass away but my word shall never pass away.” The fact
remains that our earth cannot be preserved forever. We can practice
conservation as good stewards but we can never hope to preserve
it forever. In fact, we have been told to look with great anticipation
for a “new heaven and new earth.”

I find it very interesting that Jesus’ final words for His follow-
ers before He ascended back to heaven were to “Go into all the
world and preach the gospel. ” That is how Jesus wanted the planet
earth to be saved. Is it possible that after all is said and done, we
may indeed have the cleanest air managed and controlled by the
most polluted minds? Celebrate planet earth by sharing the saving
message of Jesus!! @D

James C. Book ministers with the Kissimmee Christian Church of Kissim-
mee, FL. Contact Him at: jamescbook@gmail.com

Editor’s ViEwpOINT (cont.)

He explained our differences with Criswell, that we believe
that salvation is by grace, through faith, at baptism, for good
works. Harvey let Criswell know that we believed that Acts
2:38 should be followed in that order today.

What was the result of that? Criswell was in the midst of
a fight for the soul of the Southern Baptists. It was similar
to what we went through with our fight with the liberalism
of the Disciples of Christ. When Criswell spoke to the min-
isters he began by saying that he appreciated what he had
seen and what he had heard from his guide (Harvey Bream)
and that if he ever got kicked out of the Southern Baptists,
he knew what group he was going to (meaning Restoration
Movement churches).

I wonder if any of the denominational speakers that the
NACC has invited over the last many years have said anything
close to what Criswell said?

I wonder if any of those planning the meeting said to the
denominational guests what Bream said to Criswell?

I know that Harvey Bream has a backbone. I wonder if any
of the young leaders running the convention these days has
one amongst them. (1)

CLARIFICATION FOR JUNE 2018 ISSUE

*In Michael Hines “Lessons from the Past” column for June
2018, a graph on page 19, for some reason, did not print. We
apologize and gladly print it here.

Although small, American Muslim
population projected to grow
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Source: The Future of World Religions:
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Mini-Messages...On page 20 you will see an announcement
of the “home-going” of Joe Guthrie, minister of the Golden
Isles Christian Church in Brunswick, GA. The first time I met
him was at the Delmarva Family Camp. He was preaching and
at the end of his message he invited everyone who was reading
his Bible every day and was on schedule to read it through that
year to come and stand with him. I sat still. The next year he
spoke and finished the same way inviting people to come and
stand with him if on schedule to read the Bible through that
year. I sat still. I then asked if he did that every year and when
I found out he did, I thought, I’d better get with the program.
Thus began a practice of reading the Bible every day. I had been
in the Bible most days, but that was for sermons or lessons, not
just to read it. I will forever be indebted to Joe Guthrie for that.
Another Joe Guthrie story: Every year we send out certificates
to the top 25% of those who give to the CRA. Joe’s congregation
was usually in the top 5%. He knew how much his congregation
gave and was usually upset that there weren’t a whole bunch of
congregations giving more than his congregation....One more
story: he kept a daily prayer journal and there were many that
he prayed for every day. Several times a year he would call and

(continued on page 20)
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Michael Hines is a professor of church History and now makes His
home in Sun City, AZ. Contactiwessormikel 943@gmail.com

IsLAaM’S PERFECT MAN

Maybe readers traveling through Indianapolis remember the
billboard pictured below. According to “Snopes,” the online fact
checker, someone placed the controversial signboard to discredit
Islam. Apparently, the online media outlet Daily Caller published
a story on the billboard. As might be expected, the billboard
created quite a stir in Indianapolis’ Muslim community since
it appeared at the beginning of Ramadan, the holiest month of
the Muslim year.

Many Hoosiers were appalled, linking the sign to “hate
speech.” Muslims denied the statements. Daily Caller, not your
usual left wing online news source, quoted Farial Khatri of
the Islamic Society of North America, who said, “I was a little
disappointed when I saw that ... We do support free speech, but
we do realize this is also rooted in bigotry.” Left-leaning Snopes
said the billboard’s charges were “mostly false.” Facts are facts,
however. Islam does not support free speech as demonstrated by
the fatwa issued against the author of The Satanic Verses and the
attack on “Charlie Hebdo” in France. To top it off, the Snopes
report is mostly false. Muslims consider anyone who questions
the Qur’an or criticizes Muhammad as apostate or hypocrite. Ac-
cording to the Qur’an, death is the punishment for such speech.
Where Sharia law prevails, free speech is nonexistent.

Muslims consider Muhammad a prophet of God and an ex-
cellent (read perfect) example. As I demonstrated in previous
articles, Muslims do not merely follow the Qur’an. Muslims look
to the Qur’an and to Muhammad’s example. The Qur’an does
not contain Muhammad’s full story of. His story is fleshed out in
the Hadith and Tafsir (the Sunnah). IS, the Islamic State or ISIS,
demonstrates how truly committed Muslims look to Muhammad
for their example. Nearly all actions ISIS promotes — beheadings,
battle plans, etc. — via social media worldwide imitate Muham-
mad’s life and example. Snopes may not recognize it, but most
Muslims see Muhammad as “the perfect man,” an example
every Muslim should follow. “Perfect man” is “a title ascribed
to Muhammad in Islamic tradition.” Therefore, the billboard’s
title is appropriate for its purpose.

What about these charges levelled against Muhammad? Snopes
insists they are “mostly false.” Let’s see!

Married a 6-year-old

Snopes says the claim Muhammad married Aisha Bint Abu
Bakr at age six is contested. Muslim academics suggest Aisha

was actually a young teen. However, Sahih Bukhari, generally
recognized as the epitome of commentators and collectors of say-
ings cites Aisha, Muhammad’s child bride, “The prophet married
her when she was six years old and he consummated his marriage
when she was nine years old, and then she remained with him for
nine years.” Additional confirmation is found in Sahih Bukhari
5.58.234. Since these sayings are considered reliable, the topic
should not be up for debate. Moreover, to make a distinction
between betrothal and marriage is a false distinction, especially
in Middle Eastern cultures. Christians understand the betrothal of
Mary, the mother of Jesus, to Joseph to be every bit as binding as
the actual marriage. In any event, Muhammad was 54-years-old
when he “married” and consummated the relationship with nine-
year-old Aisha. Sahih Muslim 8.3311 tells us Aisha took her dolls
with her when she was taken to his house.

Sexual contact with Aisha at age nine undoubtedly left her
unable to bear children and there are no records of any children
being born to her. While child marriage is not unknown in some
backward cultures, it would be considered pedophilia in a Western
culture.

But that’s not all! Muhammad evidently had a thing for children.
He also fantasized about young boys. Another saying describes
the prophet “sucking on the tongue of Al-Hassan son of Ali.” Has-
san was born in AD 625 and the prophet died in 632. You do the
math! Muslim culture condones dressing “pretty boys” in female
clothing and forcing them to dance. A BBC report November 14,
2014 said, “This is an ancient tradition. People call it bachabaze
which literally means ‘playing with boys.” The most disturbing
thing is what happens after the parties. Often the boys are taken to
hotels and sexually abused.” Once again, contemporary Muslims
copy their “Perfect Man.”

Tortured and killed unbelievers

I’m not sure how any reliable Islamic scholar can deny this
charge. “When Muhammad saw Hamzah he said, ‘If Allah gives
me victory over the Quraysh at any time, I shall mutilate thirty of
their men!” When the Muslims saw the rage of the Prophet they
said, “By Allah, if we are victorious over them, we shall mutilate
them in a way which no Arab has ever mutilated anybody.” Other
references in Muslim literature describe cutting off hands and
feet, gouging out eyes, and all sorts of inhuman torture. As one
writer said, “Muhammad didn’t just justify torture. He ordered it!”

Rapist

Snopes quoted Chaudhry as saying, “I don’t know what they’re
talking about. There were several battles that happen during his
life and they’re complicated. The rape comment is just hateful.”
In aresponse to Snopes, Robert Spencer cites two examples where
Muhammad allowed his followers to rape captive women. Allah
supposedly gave permission for Muslim males to take female
captives for sexual gratification. Any forcible sexual contact
is rape and it is unlikely all women taken captive were willing
participants in sexual activity.

(continued on page 19)
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A ¢gssans from the

In a Hadith, Muhammad demanded a captive girl for himself: “I
drove them along until I brought them to Abu Bakr who bestowed
that girl upon me as a prize. So we arrived in Medina. I had not
yet disrobed her when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon
him) met me in the street and said: ‘Give me that girl.””

Thirteen wives, 11 at a time

Snopes said all of Muhammad’s wives, except for Aisha, were
either divorcees or widows. This makes the Prophet a compas-
sionate man who only took these women to prevent them from
falling into extreme poverty and loss of life. Even if this were so,
Allah’s revelation to Muhammad permitted men only four wives.
What possibly gave Muhammad

?:‘Pu::t (cont.)

in AD 627. It was a battle which resulted from repeated attacks
on Meccan caravans by forces loyal to Muhammad. An army of
10,000 men moved against Muhammad. The Prophet dug trenches
and potholes around the city to thwart the Meccan cavalry. Al-
though outnumbered, Muhammad’s forces easily defeated the
Meccans.

At the time, three Jewish tribes in and around Medina allied with
Muhammad’s forces to stave off the attack. One of the tribes, the
Banu Qurayza, committed treason allowing the Meccans inside
the defenses. Muhammad sent an arbiter, a convert from Juda-
ism, to punish the tribe — the men would be killed and the women

kept as captives. Muhammad

the right to possess as many as
11 wives, directly contravening
Allah’s will? None of this refutes
the charge. Information in Qur’an
and Hadith vary. Muhammad
may have had as many as 22
wives. No matter, he absolutely
had more than the four wives
Allah permitted.

CiMarried § yeas o
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Slave owner and dealer

Musllms claim Muhammad

Snopes’ sources repeat this clalm
The fact is, Muhammad not only
owned slaves, particularly sex slaves, but generally approved
of slavery. Allah told Muhammad he had given him girls as sex
slaves: “Prophet, We have made lawful to you the wives to whom
you have granted dowries and the slave girls whom God has given
you as booty.” Muhammad also bought slaves, a fact attested in
Muslim 3901.

Muhammad freed some slaves and Allah told him doing so was
a good deed. Nonetheless, Sahih Bukhari reports: “Narrated Anas
bin Malik: Allah’s Apostle was on a journey and he had a black
slave called Anjasha, and he was driving the camels (very fast,
and there were women riding on those camels). Allah’s Apostle
said, ‘Waihaka (May Allah be merciful to you), O Anjasha! Drive
slowly (the camels) with the glass vessels (women)!” There is no
record Muhammad ever freed Anjasha.

Muslims today follow continue to enslave multitudes just as
“their most excellent example” did. During the ISIS genocide of the
Yazidi, the Yazidi men were slaughtered and women taken into sex
slavery. Boko Haram kidnapped young girls in Nigeria to sell them
into sex slavery. In the centuries intervening Muhammad’s death
and today, Muslims took thousands, if not millions, into slavery.
Muslims operated an African slave trade long before the introduc-
tion of slavery into North America. Nearly every slave brought to
America in the 1800s came from Muslim slavers in Africa.

Beheaded 600 Jews in one day
The Battle of the Trench took place during a siege of Medina

ATHE PERFECT MAN" |

G Bebeaded 600 Jews [ one day I

& deaber G 13 wives, 11 sl gt time
G Toctered b kitled unbebicvers
EDUCATE TRUTHOFH OBES

ordered 600 men from the tribe
taken from Medina to one of the
trenches and beheaded them in
front of their wives.

The incident is not disputed. It
happened! What is disputed is the
number slain. Muslim apologists
report numbers of only 100 to
200. These numbers, however,
come from later sources. Sources
closer to the event report the
number at 600 or even 700.

In November 2014, Islamic
State radicals beheaded 22 at
Dabiq, located in Syria’s Aleppo
Province. Among them was Peter Kassig, a humanitarian worker
from Indianapolis. In all of 2014, ISIS beheaded more than 300
in an obvious attempt to imitate Muhammad. ISIS filmed the
Dabiq beheadings for propaganda purposes. The 16-minute
video broadcast throughout the Middle East and the West cost
well over $200,000 to produce. In doing so, ISIS let the world
know their loyalty to Muhammad and the Qur’an: “So when you
meet in battle those who disbelieve, then smite the necks until
when you have overcome them, then make (them) prisoners,
and afterwards either set them free as a favor or let them ransom
(themselves) until the war terminates. That (shall be so); and if
Allah had pleased He would certainly have exacted what is due
from them, but that He may try some of you by means of others;
and (as for) those who are slain in the way of Allah, He will by
no means allow their deeds to perish.”

Limitations on billboard size limited the charges leveled against
Muhammad, Islam’s “Perfect Man.” Westerners know little about
the man who claimed to be “Allah’s Apostle” and “an excellent
example” for all humanity. While it is difficult to psychoanalyze
individuals from historical records, J.K. Sheindlin presents such
an analysis in his book People vs Muhammad (privately published
and available through Amazon). Although I am wary of his work,
particularly because he provides no obvious qualifications for
such an analysis, it is clear Muhammad was not the “Apostle of
Allah” he claimed for himself.
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In memory of
Ruth and L. Edsil Dale
by Daniel and Sharon Schantz

In memory of
Alicia Dawn Lee
by Phillip Alan Lee

In memory of
Arthur W. Merkle
by Mabel L. Merkle

In memory of
Ray Schuh
by Katy Schuh

Recycled Riches

In Memory of
Charles Edward Torri

by Southern Randolph Christian Chapel
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Editor’s ViEWpOINT (conr.)

just say, “I’m praying for you.” There are a bunch of us who will
miss those calls and his prayers. He is survived by his loving wife
Elenora. They made their home in Jacksonville, FL....Many years
ago (1981), Baker Book House published a book of mine in their
Sermon Outline Series. Now, after 14 printings and 40,000 books
in print, Baker is no longer printing it and I have received back the
copyright. Therefore, the CRA will be reprinting this book with
some modifications including more outlines and a new cover. We
should have some available at the Hillsboro Family Camp. Please
stop by and get a copy....I’'m so pleased to announce the addition
of two new trustees to the CRA board (see page 1). We seek to
keep our board growing with more young men of faith. Please pray
for all of our trustees. If you can get a copy of “Mission Drift” by
Greer and Horst, do so. The CRA is committed to not allowing a
“drift” in “mission” that seems to be so common today....Pray for
our loyal Bible colleges that they will not “drift.” LM

Joe
Guthrie
With The
Author

*Brunswick, GA — Several years ago, this editor went to
preach where Joe Guthrie was ministering. It was the Sunday
after Halloween. There was a “jump house” in the church yard.
They had had a Halloween alternative for the children the
night before. Joe told me the story about ordering the “jump
house.” He gave the lady the address and then explained
where the church house was located.

All of the sudden the lady interrupted Joe and said, “I know
you. You are the church where they read the Bible!”

Joe had the building open at noon for people to come and
eat their lunch. They had a Bible on a stand and people were
invited to approach and read aloud. That year the entire Bible
was read through several times.

The church may not have been very large, but what a great
reputation in the community. “The church where they read
the Bible.”

Joe went to be with the Author on Friday, June 1. He will
be missed. )

Restoration Dostination
2018
~ November 5-7

Nortth Myrtle Beack, South Carolina
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Contact Bitlw43@sccoast.net

90 (188)

ResTorATION HERALD




Strarigericss of

the Morith Club

*Kent B. True

September 17 is “Constitution Day” - something many give
little attention. The thesis of the book and the review under
consideration here, is that liberalism, a version of which would
be represented by the American system, contained the seeds of
its own destruction. After reading this review, it was clear that a
“straw man” (distortion of the original view that is easier to attack
than the real thing) has been created. If only the straw man could
get a brain, he might see that he really is . . .

The Straw Man That Failed

ow Freedom Became an American Idol”
Jonathan Leeman, Christianity Today, April 17, 2018

L3

This month we look at a review of the book Why Liberalism
Failed by Patrick Deneen. Since the review is concise and the
author of the review endorses the premise of the book, it works
well for our club format. The author of the
review, Jonathan Leeman, reminds us that
we are talking about:

“the philosophy that animated the Ameri-
can Founders and has defined America ever
since . . . Think freedom of speech and reli-
gion, individual liberty, equality under the
law, private property rights, and other values
most Americans take for granted. Think
‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’”

Kent B. True ak.a.
Harold N. Orndorff

The contention is that “by the time the
Berlin Wall fell in 1989, only liberalism remained” so that “Lib-
eralism has failed by succeeding. It achieved what it set out to
achieve, and we are all worse off for it.” So, thinking of American
liberalism not in the recent left vs. right use of the word, but the
more general approach to government, how did it fail?

Leeman sums up Deneen’s views in a kind of indictment against
liberalism in a few points presented here in condensed form:

® Liberalism claims to limit government . . . but now the state
expands into nearly every area of our lives.

o Liberalism generates growing economic inequality and
anxiety.

e Liberalism homogenizes our worldviews causing us to all
think the same.

e Liberalism touts science and technology, but turned us
into consumers who rob the future for the sake of immediate
gratification.

e Liberalism, overall, aspires to free us as individuals from

all the traditions, values, judgments, and relationships that burden
us, but we’re left feeling lonely, empty, and unfree.

The author of the review, Jonathan Leeman (who is the editorial
director for 9Marks) agrees with this analysis but wants to take
things one step further. Leeman thinks the problem with liberalism
is ultimately theological. His extended analysis is:

“Any view of government that does not place government under
a higher authority makes government absolute. This is what liber-
alism has done. The original liberal theorists might have offered
nice-sounding toasts to the laws of the Almighty. (Consider the
Declaration of Independence, with its invocation of ‘Nature’s God’
and inalienable rights endowed by our “Creator.”) But they didn’t
actually write God into the social contract.”

What Leeman misses here is that, if we are talking about American
liberalism, as he seems to be, his critique is directed at the wrong
thing. If Leeman wants to take issue with the American version as
originally conceived, he should not distort it as he does, for in doing
so he creates a “straw man.”

The Declaration of Independence was clearly the work of theists.
The Founders and the Framers were well aware that the American
system was not self-supporting. They often stated this in terms of
morality being necessary for our system, and religion being neces-
sary for morality. The fact that modern Americans have sometimes
abandoned those connections is not the fault of the original American
liberal system, rather, it is the fault of those who reject that system.

There is a general coherence in the American system. We begin
with the idea that human beings are created by God in a moral order.
That moral order requires that individuals respect one another in
terms of existence, freedom from constraint, and ability to pursue
peaceful, individual goals (life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness).
But it recognizes that since people are imperfect - theologically
speaking, sinful - there is a need to protect those who wish to live
by this creed from those who would ignore it.

James Madison’s famous statement of this in The Federalist No.
52 is still worth repeating: “But what is government itself, but the
greatest of all reflections on human nature? If men were angels,
no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men,
neither external nor internal controls on government would be
necessary. In framing a government which is to be administered by
men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first en-
able the government to control the governed; and in the next place
oblige it to control itself. A dependence on the people is, no doubt,
the primary control on the government; but experience has taught
mankind the necessity of auxiliary precautions.”

Based on this, the need for government is recognized. To comport
with the American system, government must be powerful enough
to protect the innocent, but controlled in various ways to keep it
from violating the American creed. It will tend to do this because it
must be staffed by imperfect, sinful people. The Constitution was
an attempt to put into place a national government that would fit
this bill. It is by intention a complex, somewhat inefficient system
that divides power and pits multiple branches against one another
- the “auxiliary precautions” in Madison’s words. It involves some
democracy, but not too much for fear - rightfully - that voters, be-

(continued on page 22)
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Strafigeriess of the Morith Club {corit.)

ing imperfect human beings, can fall into violations by majority
vote of those rights with which we are endowed by our Creator.

And even with all that, a significant faction of those who origi-
nally entered into this system insisted that all these mechanisms
were not enough. They demanded, and obtained, a statement of
things that the national government was specifically not allowed
to do, specific and practical things that would violate the American
creed of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This was the
Bill of Rights.

Leeman is simply wrong when he says, “The real culprit is our
idolatry of freedom.” The original American creed was not about
individual autonomy and “freedom” as it is sometimes thought
of today. It was a view of government that tried to ensure that
there was plenty of room left in society for religion, morality, and
individual differences. As with any system, the American creed
is not failsafe. But it is based on a definite theological view of
God’s moral law, sin, and the effects of sin on both the governed
and the government.

The American project did not just offer “nice-sounding toasts to
the laws of the Almighty.” It required the laws of the Almighty, and
all of its proponents made that quite clear, including the deists and
deist-influenced church people who were involved. The American
project, to the extent that it was not abandoned, is not responsible
for any of the particulars with which Leeman indicts liberalism.
It was never intended to be a worldview, or even a complete view
of society. It is, rather, a view of how to structure political power
in a way that allows civil society (all those other more important
institutions that human beings desire and need) to go on its way
unhindered by government so long as the peace is maintained.

At some points Leeman begins to sound nearly idiotic. He talks
about American founding assumptions being the source of the
idea of “upholding the primacy of the sovereign individual, no

matter what that individual demands.” While that well could be
an assumption of many modern Americans, it was not part of the
American project for liberal government. It doesn’t take much to
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figure out that when the Founders and Framers talk about “the
people,” they are not talking about isolated individuals. While the
rights they sought to protect were for individuals, they had nothing
to do with each person getting whatever he wanted.

Leeman complains that “liberalism doesn’t let us define jus-
tice in a substantive way. It’s defined by whomever wins the
most votes.” But American liberalism assumed that justice could
be known in a substantive way, and that violations of those rights
summarized in the Declaration and offered official protection in
the Bill of Rights would be unjust. It sought to avoid complete
and unhindered democracy, specifically because the demands of
justice could not be altered by majority vote.

It took some of its professed adherents far too long to recognize
that this system could not tolerate the idea of one human being
“owning” another. But that was not a failure of the idea of Ameri-
can liberalism. It was, rather, a failure of those who claimed to
practice it but did not.

What Leeman misses is that most of what he complains about
and attributes to American liberalism is, in fact, the product of
the deliberate abandonment of the American liberal project that
is often called Progressivism. The American project was an at-
tempt to put government in the role of protecting what can be
called immunity rights: freedom from murder, theft, and so forth.
It was the Progressive project that cast government in the role of
provider, director of all life and society, and the only means of
human thriving.

The American project did fail in an important sense. It failed
to be understood and accepted by the later generations who
inherited it. It was traded in during the late 18" and early 20"
centuries for the idols of Progressivism. But that was always a
possibility for a system of government that was not designed to
be imposed on “the people” but rather, to be adhered to by the
consent of “the people.” So while Leeman (and Deneen) have
identified some crimes, they have indicted the wrong view of
government for those crimes and done their readers a serious
disservice in the process. &)

* Kent B. True is the alter ego of Harold N. Orndorff, Jr., a recently
retired campus minister who has taught college and seminary courses
in the fields of apologetics, philosophy, ethics, and logic. Lately he
enjoys studying his grandchildren. Contact Kent, if you dare, at hnoii@
hotmail.com.
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Welcome Dave Jones

“Lord
Teach Us
To Pray!”

- . *Mason, OH — Pictured above is “Mr. CRA” Harvey
$40 Regls"a“o“ C. Bream, Jr., shaking hands with Dave Jones. Harvey

Includes 6 meals & Ho“smg in dorms and the chairman of the Christian Restoration Associa-

tion board, Paul Nichols, are welcoming Dave to his first
CRA board meeting.

@?ﬂl[ﬂ:ﬁdlﬂ] @ﬁ@ﬁ]ﬁﬂ@ﬂ%{[@h G’ﬁmp,VﬂmSﬂm, WA Dave ministers with the Millwood Church of Christ in
Registration: NPC, PO Box 503, Howard, OH, and was recently added to the CRA board

G dy, VA 24614 of trustees (see February 2018 issue).
s 2 Harvey has served on the board of the CRA since 1951.
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Calendar of Events fl The CRA Today )

Events are added to this calendar as they are provided and at the
editor s discretion. Please keep us informed.

2018

Hillsboro Family Camp July 23-26

(Hillsboro, OH)
Contact: p2pm_office@gmail.com

River Bend Men’s Camp August 7-10
(Sterling, MI)
Contact: riverbendmenscamp.com

Winning at Winchester ..........cccceuceuenee. August 31-September 2
(Winchester, VA)
Contact:www.winningatwinchester.com

National Prayer Clinic October 9-11
(Vansant, VA)

Contact: NPC, PO Box 503, Grundy, VA 24614 Nice people stop in at the Burrus-Bream building.
Pictured above is Titus Pel (L) and Charlie Ayuno.

. These brethren are from the Philippine Islands al-
201 8 CRA B|b|e Conference though now Titus lives in the United States and Char-
lie lives in Canada. Titus worked with and discipled

(Sym pOSium) October 18-19 Charlie when they were both in the Philippines. They

stopped in to learn about the CRA and to see about

(Mason’ OH) getting books for the Canadian work.
Charlie works with a group of house churches in
Contact: WWW.thecra.Org Alberta, Canada. There will be a convention later
this year and our own Jack Cottrell has been invited
to speak.
Restoration Destination November 5-7

It was good to spend time with these brethren and
talk of mutual concerns in evangelism and disciple-
ship.

(North Myrtle Beach, SC)
Contact: Billw43@sccoast.net

This is just another way in which the CRA works

.F ktoday!




