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OUR PLATFORM
The Bible: God’s revelation to man, its au-

thority and finality, man’s only rule of
faith and practice.

The Christ: The only begotten Son of God
man’s only Savior and Lord.

The Church: The true tabernacle which the
Lord pitched, and not man.

The Gospel: The power of God unto salva-
tion, its proclamation and defense.

The Unity of Believers: In the “unity of
the faith” as prescribed in the New Testa-
ment.

The Fellowship: Of brethren of “like pre-
cious faith,” in the furtherance of the
gospel and the building of churches of
Christ according to the Bible pattern.
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The Ukranian preacher was probing to understand American Christians.  He
asked me, “Do you have an order for your church service?”  “Yes,” I replied and
then went on to tell him our order of service.

His next question was: “How long is your service.”  My answer was: “About
an hour to an hour and a half.”

He replied, “Then you [Americans] don’t like preaching.”
The typical Ukranian service lasts from two to three hours with as many as

three men speaking.  The first is a short sermon (10 to 15 minutes) which is used
to introduced the theme for the day. This is followed by a longer sermon. Then
comes a shorter sermons, usually delivered by a senior preacher, which straight-
ens out anything wrong in the first two sermons.

What he said about us not liking preaching bothered me.  I thought about it
and went back to him with what I thought was a possible explanation for their
longer service and three sermons.  The Communists allowed them to have
services, but not individual classes like our Bible school hour.  This was be-
cause the communists did not have enough KGB agents to be in each class,
whereas one agent could cover and report on one church service.  When we
add the time and teaching of Bible school to the church service, we come much
closer to the “time” by which the Ukrainian preacher was making his compari-
son.

I do like preaching.  In fact, I think that most of our people like real preaching,
i.e., preaching that comes from a study of God’s Word and is delivered in a
heart-felt way.  Good preaching does not have to be flashy to be good.  I admire
both the styles of the “flaming” evangelist as well as the style of the teacher as
long as they have something to say that comes from the Word.

From all indications our people also appreciate good preaching.  There were
over 40 different preachers who preached at the Delmarva Family Camp this
year.  Hillsboro Family Camp featured about 25 sermons.  And the preaching at
both of those events was outstanding.  It seems to be that preachers are getting
into the Word and allowing the Word to speak. The crowds at both of these
camps, and many of the others Family camps just seem to keep growing each
year. Could it be the preaching?

Granted there are some who do not like preaching. Jack Hyles, the late Baptist
preacher of Hammond, Indiana, used to tell of a woman who told him that his
yelling hurt her ears, to which Hyles replied, “I have an idea it is not my yelling
as much as it is what I am yelling that bothers you.”  I don’t know of many
preachers who “yell” anymore, but those who preach the Word will bother
some people, which may be why some circles want to and have cut back on
preaching.

Symposium 2004 will have some of the very best preaching/teaching that our
brotherhood has to offer.  The messages will be dealing with foundational
issues and will be presented by men of integrity who love Christ and His Word.
If you love good preaching, please attend Symposium 2004, October 21-22, at
the Manor House Banquet and Conference Center in Mason, OH.  Register
today and reserve your spot.

Mini-Messages...We have restocked the Gareth Reese commentaries (see page 5).
We sold out at the Hillsboro Family Camp.They would make excellent Christmas gifts.
Another great Christmas gift is Jack Cottrell’s, “The Faith Once Delivered.” Call the
CRA and place an order right away....Prayer Clinics are wonderful meetings for our
men— excellent preaching and wonderful times of prayer. Check the Calendar on the
back page and plan to attend one....Psalm 122:6 says that we should pray for the peace
of Jerusalem.  Today we should pray for the peace of the church.  LM

Do You Like Preaching?
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A college student asked me recently what I thought about a
constitutional amendment defining marriage.  He observed that
neither Jesus nor His apostles said much about homosexuality
and felt that we may be giving more attention to the subject
than it deserves.  My initial response was that I thought the
subject was very important, but questioned whether a consti-
tutional amendment would solve the problem.  Now, having
slept on the subject, I am ready to answer the question in
greater detail.

Those who read and believe the Bible know  that homosexu-
ality is wrong.  It is condemned in both the Old and New
Testament Scriptures.  Romans 1:26-27 refers to such relations
as perversions that are not natural, and which result in illness
to the body.  I Cor. 6:9-10 teaches that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

For those who do not believe the Bible, however,  let us first
approach the subject solely  from the standpoint of what is
good for society.  Secondly, as a Bible believer, I will attempt to
deal with the subject from a Biblical point of view.  Ultimately,
I hope most people will conclude that what is pleasing to God
is also good for society.

As A Member of SocietyAs A Member of SocietyAs A Member of SocietyAs A Member of SocietyAs A Member of Society
Before redefining marriage and restructuring society, it seems

wise to study history and see if such an experiment has ever
been tried before.  Unfortunately, there are no great homo-
sexual nations in history for us to study.  Homosexuals have
never spontaneously appeared in sufficient numbers to con-
stitute a great nation.   Even if they could, their society would
die out in a single generation, for by definition they cannot
reproduce without the help of others.  While I do not mean to
be unkind, they  have a parasitic relationship with society.
Their existence in society is therefore  not foundational or
necessary for the well being of that society.

Students of nature note a consistent pattern.  Males and
females mate and instinctively accept responsibility for raising
their offspring.  Anything other than this is not natural.  Today
industry is experimenting with by-passing nature and raising
birds and animals without the supervision of parents.  These
single purpose creatures, however, are only being fattened for
slaughter.  They are born and raised in an artificial environ-
ment especially designed to put on the most weight for the
least amount of money.  Chickens, for example, are not permit-
ted to be with their mother and seek refuge under her wings.
They are caged by the thousands in small fetid prisons where
they are permitted only to eat and defecate until they die.

Both the Soviet Union and Communist China have tried simi-
lar experiments with humans.  These atheistic governments
tried to build a great society with as little parental involvement
as possible.  In the U.S.S.R., tiny infants were taken away from

parents and raised in government centers.  These poor chil-
dren  were also raised with a single purpose in mind.  The
government’s main focus was not family, but government.
People were not permitted to own property or to enjoy the
freedoms that we often take for granted.  As you know, the 73
year experiment in the Soviet Union was a failure.  They finally
discovered that mothers and fathers will take better care of
their own children than the government will.  Furthermore,
parents  will do it for nothing.  Chairman Mao tried a similar
experiment in China.  He took millions from their homes and
forced them to live and work in  government communes.  He
called his bold experiment “The Great Leap Forward”.  That
system also was a failure and has since been abandoned.   After
thousands of years, it seems that no one has yet improved
upon the family as a foundation for society.  The cynic said it
best:  “One thing we learn from history is that people do not
learn from history.”

Now let us focus more closely on same sex marriages.  Are
these relationships healthy and  good for society?  While sta-
tistics may vary, studies indicate that same sex partnerships
are not stable and lasting.  Recent statistics indicate that they
only last, on average, about 1.5 years.   Not good!   Nor are
these relationships consistently monogamous.  Studies of
young Dutch homosexuals by Dr. Maria Xiridou, found that
these men averaged eight partners per year outside of their
main partnership.  Not good!   Simon & Schuster published
statistics in 1978 indicating that homosexuals averaged from
50 to over 1,000 sexual partners in a lifetime.  Not good!   Even
more alarming is the fact that 79% of these sexual relationships
were with total strangers.  Obviously, such a life style is not
good for either individuals or society.

Unfortunately, what happens between two consenting adults
does affect society. Promiscuous individuals invariably get
sick and are constant threats to pass on their illness to others.
Take, for example, the sad story of the many hemophiliacs that
are HIV positive.  These innocent people became infected by
contaminated blood.  Back in the 1980’s, tens of thousands of
people became infected through no fault of their own.   As far
back as 1978, four major American companies distributed blood
products received from prisoners and IV drug users.  Most
were homosexuals.  Since blood was not carefully screened in
those days, their contaminated blood  was passed on to oth-
ers.  Today the law firm of Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein
is representing hemophiliacs and their survivors around the
world because of contaminated blood they received more than
twenty years ago.

The virus took several years to show up and be identified.
In 1981 the CDC noticed an alarming rate of a rare cancer,
Kaposi’s Sarcoma, in otherwise healthy gay men.  They first
called the disease “gay cancer” but soon renamed it GRID
(gay-related immune deficiency). In 1982 the name was

A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?

Boyce Mouton

(continued on page 4)



4
(32)RESTORATION HERALD 4 (220)

changed to AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome).
Today, 40 million people around the world are HIV positive
and over 14 million have died of AIDS. Suffice it to say that
sexual promiscuity of any kind is not good for society!

Unfortunately, children are also innocent victims of what
takes place between two consenting adults.  We now know
that HIV positive mothers can pass on that deadly disease to
their children.  UNICEF has found 200,000 HIV positive infants
in Ethiopia alone, and 15,000,000 worldwide.  Adults usually
have a choice regarding their health; little children do not!

At the risk of sounding simplistic, I maintain that no one has
yet improved upon the family.  The great nations of history
have been built upon a foundation of strong families.  First,
when one man and one woman commit themselves exclusively
to one another for a lifetime, they have virtually eliminated the
danger of sexually transmitted diseases.  Further, parents in
the nuclear family provide a environment where little children
can receive protection, nurture and instruction.  Strong fami-
lies benefit society economically, socially, educationally, and
spiritually.  Conversely, the breakdown of the family results in
crime, disease, and social ills that defy description.  Even with-
out the benefit of the Bible, students of society ought to
recognize the importance of the family to the stability and well-
being of a nation.

As a Bible BelieAs a Bible BelieAs a Bible BelieAs a Bible BelieAs a Bible Believvvvvererererer
The United States of America, as you know, was founded by

Bible believing people.  Our pilgrim forefathers brought Bibles
to this new world.  It is impossible to accurately understand
their thoughts and actions apart from the Bible.  They pio-
neered in a bold experiment by founding a nation on biblical
principles.   In the old world the Bible was a forbidden book to
the common man.  William Tyndale was burned at the stake for
the crime of translating the Bible into the English language.  In
the new world everybody was encouraged to own and read
the Bible.

David Barton, in his excellent book, The Myth of Separa-
tion, observes that the first law providing for public education
in the colonies was enacted in 1642.  It was called the “Old
Deluder Satan Law”.  That law required communities of 50
households to establish a school.  The primary purpose of
education was to enable people to  read the Bible and thus not
be “deluded” by Satan.  The first college in the new world was
Harvard College in Massachusetts.  The official motto of
Harvard was “For Christ and the Church.”  One hundred and
six of the first one hundred and eight colleges in America were
founded on the Christian faith.

John Winthrop, the first governor of Massachusetts, in his
article, A Model of Christian Charity, wrote that America would
be like a city upon a hill setting an example for other nations of
the world.  He believed that God would give us peace if we
strictly adhered to His will, “ . . . but if we shall neglect the
observance of these articles . . . the Lord will surely break out
in wrath against us . . . .” Our ancestors obviously placed a
high priority on obedience to God.

At the Constitutional Convention in 1788, Benjamin Franklin
reinforced these core beliefs by saying: “ . . . the longer I live
the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: that God gov-
erns in the affairs of men, and if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can
rise without His aid?”

President George Washington reflected the same strong
convictions in his first Thanksgiving proclamation.  He wrote
that it was the “ . . . duty of all nations to acknowledge the
providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful
for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and
favor . . . .”

Years later President Abraham Lincoln would echo these
sentiments in another Proclamation for a Day of Prayer and
Fasting.  He wrote: “It is the duty of nations as well as of men
to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God;
to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet
with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy
and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced
in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those
nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord;...we know
that, by His divine law, nations, like individuals are subject
to punishments and chastisements in this world . . . .”

Bible believers therefore do not merely view society from a
human point of view.  What God thinks is of utmost impor-
tance to us.  If God is with us, who can be against us?  His
power can protect us from every foe and deliver us from every
evil.  If we offend God, however, no army or government can
protect us from His wrath.

Bible believers therefore place a premium on trying to please
God.  When the old world sinned, God destroyed it with a
flood.  When Sodom and Gomorrah sinned, God destroyed
them with fire from heaven.  When Israel sinned, God raised up
foreign nations to punish them. Bible believers are “God fear-
ing” people.  We want what is best for society, but we are
convinced that the best way to achieve this goal is by pleasing
God.

Please prayerfully consider these words of Scripture: “If my
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will
heal their land.”  (2 Chr 7:14NIV)

By Their FruitsBy Their FruitsBy Their FruitsBy Their FruitsBy Their Fruits
Sometimes it is difficult to recognize a tree by looking at a

seed, a leaf, or a piece of wood.  The best way to know a tree is
by its fruit.  Jesus said so!   Further, Jesus used this analogy in
the context of false teaching.  A doctrine, or a way of life,  is
therefore better understood by what it produces than by a
mere examination of words.  Arguments for same sex marriage
may sound compassionate and rational, but the fruit produced
by such unions is not good.

Several years ago I corresponded with a feminist who felt
that the Bible was a bad book for society, and especially for
women.  I took the opposite view.  She wrote that further corre-
spondence was useless because neither of us was going to
change.  I agreed, but did ask one final favor.  If she thought
the Bible was such a bad book I challenged her to name one
place on earth where she wanted to live where the Bible had
never been taught.  She admitted that was a good question
and promised to give me an answer “after the holidays”.  That
has been over five years ago and I am yet to hear an answer.

While a constitutional amendment may not solve all prob-
lems associated with the family, something needs to be done.
Promiscuous individuals, both homosexuals and heterosexu-
als, obviously care more about satiating their own passions

(continued next page)
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*Joplin, MO — On Sunday afternoon, June 20, Zane Darnell,
my son-in-law, and I left the Springfield, MO airport and flew
to Haiti. We had not been in Haiti for the past 11 months
because of the political violence and murders that were occurring
on a daily basis. We had not had direct contact with any of the
churches or preachers and did not know if they were dead or
alive. Three or four weeks ago the United Nations sent peace-
keeping troops to Haiti, so we decided we should go and assess
the situation.

We had contact with 199 of the Christian Churches that White
Fields has established in the nation since we began this work in
1971. For the most part we met with the preachers of the
churches and tried to encourage them. We found that during all
their trials and sufferings they had been faithful to Jesus and
that the church has moved forward in spite of all the
persecution.

564 Baptisms
Between the last report we had with the churches in our

August, 2003, visit and our June meeting with them, we
discovered that 564 souls had accepted Jesus and obeyed Him in
baptism. This is a grand victory and we praise God for it. In
times of suffering, the church has always prospered.

Revivals Needed
The churches of Haiti all request our spiritual help at this

time. They have suffered much during the many coups,
revolutions, and corrupt political crises. They have been abused
by kings, dictators, and self-proclaimed presidents, all of who
have stolen the wealth of the nation. Now that peace has come in
Haiti they are asking for our help. We would like to take a group
of American preachers to Haiti in November for the purpose of
preaching revival meetings among the churches. The churches of
Haiti have invited us and have prayed that we will come and help
them. If you would be willing to take one week of your life and
invest it overseas, will you phone Zane or Reggie today (417-
782-7672) and volunteer to be one of the preaching evangelists
for the November revival meetings? You can also e-mail
whitefds@joplin.com or fax us, 417-782-7213.

— submitted by Reggie Thomas

Whitefields in Haiti
than doing what is best for society.

God is good!  In fact, our English word “good” comes from
the word “God.”  A good man was considered a godlike man.
When God condemns sexual relationships outside of marriage
He does so with the same benevolent design as condemning
drunkenness.  Drunkenness is not good for individuals or
society, and neither is fornication.

I am not opposed to a constitutional amendment defining
marriage as a monogamous relationship between a man and a
woman, but, ultimate solution to the problems of society will
come when God writes His laws on our minds and our hearts.
No matter how sinful and wrong our lives have been in the
past, our loving Savior has the power to wash, to sanctify, and
to justify in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:11).

A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?A Constitutional Amendment?

___________________
Boyce Mouton ministers with the Christian Church of Carl Junction,
in Carl Junction, MO.

COMMENTARIES

New Testament History
      Acts      $29.00

New Testament Epistles
     Romans                $28.00

Timothy & Titus                $25.00
    Hebrews                    $21.00
    Peter & Jude                $25.00

Order yours today from the CRA
513-229-8000 or 877-229-8100

Looking for Bible commentaries you can trust?
Order one or all of the commentaries in this se-

ries.  Written by trustworthy Bible scholar Gareth
L. Reese, longtime professor at Central Christian
College in Moberly, MO.

by Gareth L. Reese

Comfort Inn          513-683-9700 9011 Fields Ertel Rd.
Red Roof Inn        513-398-3633                         9847 Bardes Rd.
Days Inn              866-344-7386     8735 Mason Montgomery Rd.
Ramada Limited  513-336-7911      9665 Mason Montgomery Rd.
Quality Inn           513-683-3086           8870 Governor’s Hill Drive
AmeriSuites         513-754-0003                        5070 Natorp Blvd
Baymont Inn        513-459-1111                         9918 Escort Drive

*Hotels are listed according to cost from the least to the most.

All hotels are around the I-71 and Fields-Ertel Exit (Exit 19).
Hotels are just three miles south of the Manor House. When
you make your reservations, tell them you are with the meet-
ing sponsored by the Christian Restoration Association.

Symposium Hotel Information
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In memory of
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A Plea for

the Plea
Part 7

In our plea for maintaining the Restoration plea… “a return
to the apostolic, New Testament pattern in all matters of
faith and practice” as the ONLY viable model for true Chris-

tianity, we are left with a crucial concern. That concern is… “Is
it wrong of us to identify and challenge those who profess to
be a part of the Movement, but who are obviously wanting to
‘move’ the Movement on another track and head in another
direction?”

The Restoration pioneers were raised in denominationalism
and evangelicalism, and in their early, formative stages, tried to
find an identity among those groups. But they were either
kicked out, cut off or had to abandon those ties for conscience
and conviction’s sake. Today, many among us are advocating
a re-merger with those same denominations of the evangelical
camp that the pioneers eventually left because of the extreme
conflicts over doctrine… particularly those doctrines pertain-
ing to salvation and the church.

What are we to do today as Christian people when so many
around us in sister congregations are opting for the “Billy
Graham Crusade mentality” and the “Willow Creek approach”
and the “Saddleback philosophy” when it comes to doctrine,
salvation and faith? Do we sit quietly by and say nothing for
fear of being branded a “legalist”? Do we buy into the new
“open-the-evangelical-door-#1” idea of open fellowship? (Soon
to follow naturally is the “door of open membership,” and
we’ve already been through that once) Do we just quickly
gloss over the verses that raise barriers and form separating
distinctives for the church of Christ?

I would say “NO! NO! NO!” to any of the above options. I
am convinced we should come under a compelling conviction
from Ephesians 4:15… “Instead speaking the truth in love…”.
The truth is THE WORD OF GOD. It is inspired, permanent,
unchanging, unalterable, relevant, inerrant, objective and liv-
ing TRUTH!  And our Lord Jesus prayed… “Father,
SANCTIFY them through Your TRUTH, Your Word is truth.”
(Jn.17:17)  And to sanctify means to “set apart, to be conse-
crated, to be distinguished for a holy purpose.”  THE WORD
SANCTIFIES!  The Word of God sets His people apart!

So since the Word of God sanctifies, speaking the TRUTH
of God’s word will “set Christians apart.”  Indeed there are
many taking the broad way and going through the wide gate.
But where does that road end? Have we forgotten?

It seems to me the underlying paradigm of so many today is
an “IDENTITY OF ACCEPTANCE IN THE EVANGELICAL
CAMP.”  We are being lied to when writers and preachers and
leaders tell us that this is the very heartbeat of the Restoration
plea. NO IT IS NOT! The heartbeat of the plea is a RETURN TO
THE NEW TESTAMENT and we will accept and fellowship

with anyone who stands there with us. But here’s the rub…
those who are advocating our identity in the evangelical circles
are whispering verses like Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38 and Acts
22:16 and Acts 20:7 if they are speaking them at all, so as not to
makes us too distinctive from their “faith-only friends.”  It is
our churches and our preachers and our Bible college profes-
sors and our leaders who are having to compromise the message
to find acceptance, not the other way around. The Baptists,
Fellowship churches, Methodists, or Presbyterians are not giv-
ing up any ground in order to find an identity of acceptance
with us. In fact, as long as we are insistent on preaching the
old, apostolic, Jerusalem gospel, they are very happy to be
disassociated with us. They preach against us on their radio
programs as being false teachers and standing for a “works
salvation.” They call us by name and mock and deride our
teaching on Acts 2:38 and 1 Peter 3:21. They warn others not
affiliate with us and tell them to “watch out for those in the
‘churches of Christ’”… and yet our mega-church leaders and
preachers and convention leader want to merge with them and
fellowship with them and find our identity with them. So who is
changing so that can happen? The evangelicals? Certainly
not! Our Movement is being moved in the other direction!

But it sure brings in the numbers! It is sure growing big
churches!  Of course it will. If we would invite in the biggest
name evangelical speakers, and the best-seller list authors and
highest-record selling gospel groups, we would have to build
a building to seat thousands too.  Am I defending a smallness
mentality? NO! Jesus wants a big church. Jesus wants a grow-
ing church.  And we have some churches that are proving that
you can be a growing, large, effective church and still be true
to the Word. The true gospel will still win people!  We don’t
have to compromise the Word to draw people in!

So the plea, I believe is still valid.  I for one am not ready to
soft-peddle the gospel in order to “crawl into bed” with the
evangelical world.
___________________
Terry Peer is evangelist with the Sherman Church of Christ, Dry
Ridge, KY; teaches at the Louisville Bible College, in Louisville, KY;
and is a trustee of the Christian Restoration Association.

601 North Center Street
Shelbina, MO 63468
Phone (573) 588-2191
www.shilohranch.org

“Christian homes for America’s
abused/neglected children”

Written about in The New York Times
On File with St. Louis Better Business Bureau

RH
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From theFrom theFrom theFrom theFrom the
ParsonageParsonageParsonageParsonageParsonage
Connie Snyder

(Connie and her minister husband, John,
live and serve in Hammond, IN)

The Ministry Employment Network
Connecting Ministers to Congregations
Connecting Congregations to Ministers

Identifying opportunities for effective ministry
in the Restoration Christian Churches since 1991.

www.minister4him.org
men@crosslink.org

858-254-4340

“One Day at a Time”

Dr. Henry C. Link, famous psychologist, once had a patient
who couldn’t sleep, was a bundle of nerves, and suffered

from a “weak” heart. “Life isn’t worth living,” he said, “so I
think I’ll commit suicide; which is the most painless way?”

“If life isn’t worth living,” suggested Dr. Link, “the best
thing is to end it painlessly. See that your insurance is paid,
then after supper tell your family that you’re going for a walk.
After that, run as hard as you can. You’re middle-aged, your
heart is weak and you’ll drop dead. No one will know it’s sui-
cide; your wife will collect the insurance; there’ll be no
disgrace.”

That night the man slipped out and ran till he fell from ex-
haustion. He dragged himself home and being utterly weary,
slept like a baby for the first time in years. The following night
he tried to end his life again by running too much. The same
thing happened and he had another good night’s rest. After
the third attempt he felt so much fitter that he decided life was,
indeed, worth living. “He is alive today, takes regular exercise,
and may live to be 100,” states Dr. Link.

This story is not a promotion for the benefits of exercise
although it well could be. That’s paradoxical because when
you’re depressed you want to pull the covers over your head,
suck your thumb, and go into hiding. One of the reasons exer-

cise makes people feel better is that endorphins (nature’s mor-
phine) are released in the brain upon exertion. Endorphins give
a “natural high” and a sense of well-being. Exercise is addic-
tive and may be one of the reason we see joggers running in
spite of wet, cold, sleet, and other adverse conditions. . . they’re
working for their “fix” (more power to them).

This story of Dr. Link’s patient also illustrates what a differ-
ence a day can make in our lives. One day we can be on the
brink of despair and the next day everything can change. Some-
one once wrote that the two days we should never concern
ourselves with are “yesterday” and “tomorrow.” All the money
in the world cannot bring back yesterday. We cannot undo a
single act performed. We cannot erase a single word we have
said. YESTERDAY-IS-GONE! The other day we should not
worry about is tomorrow with its possible sorrows, burdens,
hurts, and disappointments. Tomorrow is beyond our control.
This leaves only TODAY. Any person can fight the battles of
just ONE day. It’s when we add the burdens of yesterday and
the concerns about tomorrow that we break down. Jesus of-
fered some tremendous advice on the subject 2000 years ago:
“So don’t be anxious about tomorrow. God will take care of
your tomorrow too. Live one day at a time” (Matt. 6:34 LB). RH

THE TUITION-FREE BIBLE COLLEGE
Central Christian College fulfills dreams for a
new wave of preachers, ministers, and mission-
aries by allowing every student the opportunity
to train for ministry and graduate free from the
burden of educational debt!
Central is an accredited four-year Bible college
on a scenic forty-acre campus in Moberly, Mis-
souri with annual enrollment of over 500
students.  Since the year 2000, the college has
added over $3,000,000 of capital improvements
including a new library building, a new residence
hall, an additional 25,000 volume mission soci-
ety library collection, a new computer lab, a new
preaching lab, a new softball field and renovated
soccer field, new classrooms, an expanded caf-
eteria and campus wireless networking.
Central provides full-tuition scholarships for
every full-time student and accepts all students
from supporting churches first. Congregational
and board presentations about CCCB are avail-
able nationwide.

www. CentralChristianCollege.com
1-888-263-3900
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College of College of College of College of College of EvangelismEvangelismEvangelismEvangelismEvangelism

As a young Bible college professor at Ozark Bible Col
lege from 1962 - 68, I learned many lessons which have
served me well through life. And I thank God for those

lessons, some of which I could have learned nowhere else.
First, I came to appreciate the importance of learning from

others. Each faculty member was different. Each staff member
was different. I was privileged to teach with such men as Seth
Wilson, Don DeWelt, Wilbur Fields, Woodrow Phillips, Don
Fream, and George King. Just writing the names brings to
mind the great differences among these men. I will never for-
get the talented and scholarly Seth Wilson. He did everything
at Ozark Bible College from leading the concert choir to teach-
ing Greek. Seth Wilson was not a “jack of all trades and master
of none.” He was master of many. He could repair a television
set or an automobile. He could teach a student the finer points
of the Greek language, and he could cut hair. In fact, he gave
our son Roger his first haircut. And talk about humility! The
most humble man I’ve ever met: that’s how I’d describe Seth
Wilson. From Mr. Wilson  I learned to be a careful student, but
I must admit that I never learned to cut hair or to repair an
automobile.

Don DeWelt, as all who knew him will attest, was “one of a
kind.” He could capture a student’s attention as quickly as
any professor I’ve ever known. His big smile, his bombastic
voice, his ready wit -- all served him well in the classroom. I
taught in the room above him, and when both of us had our
windows open, we were “privileged” (?) to hear one another.
Of course, from time to time he’d burst forth in song if it served
his purpose as he taught Acts or Old Testament history. “Per-
haps today” referring to the second coming of Christ seemed
to be the motto by which he lived. And from him I learned to
“dream the impossible dream” and to “go for the gold” no
matter what others might say about it! As we began to dream
of Christ In Youth in the 60’s, Don encouraged, and even
though he never said so, I’m sure he prayed for us, too.

And then there’s Wilbur Fields, as unique as they come!
There is no one else quite like Wilbur. Sitting sideways on a
piano bench, he’d “belt out” a tune on the piano. Prayer came
as easily for Wilbur as breathing came for most people. He’d
begin his classes with prayer, perhaps begin praying right in
the middle of his lecture if he felt the need, and students were
often embarrassed as they were putting their books away ready
for the bell to ring as Wilbur would just begin to talk with God
in his big, booming voice. He and I always appeared on cam-
pus early in the morning, and I’ll never forget the morning I
thought that there was a furnace problem in the lower level of
a classroom building. Almost afraid to go to inspect, I gingerly
made my way down the stairs only to find that it was Wilbur
humming in his deep bass voice. Here was a man of whom I
often said, “He lives in another world.” And he did, but it was
the world of the Spirit, the world where man and God connect
in a very special way. Today he’s not well, but I am sure that if
he’s unable to pray as he wants, “the Spirit makes interces-
sion” for him. Wilbur led me to desire a closer walk with God.
(During a CIY-sponsored Preacher Training Institute, one of
our instructors roomed with Wilbur. One morning upon rising,

the instructor thought that Wilbur, who was shaving at the
time, was talking to him, and he answered. How embarrassed he
was when he learned that Wilbur was talking with God and not
with him. That’s the way Wilbur Fields lived, close enough to
God to converse with him at any time in any place. He knew
what it meant to “pray without ceasing.”

Woodrow Phillips could thrill the students and motivate them
to learn, to serve, or to give. I remember well our chapel mission
offerings. Often it was Woodrow who would receive the offer-
ings. I soon learned why. He could make a student think long
and hard before purchasing a Coke. Perhaps that money could
be better used by God in some mission field somewhere. He
could motivate one to miss a meal in order to give the money to
a missionary struggling in some far off land. And even more
than that, he could motivate students to give their lives to
some field of service in a far off land. He encouraged me as I
dreamed of Christ In Youth and of the great days she is experi-
encing even now. He led the students to pray that the dream of
CIY would become reality. He taught his classes as if the stu-
dents’ futures depended upon what they learned in those
classroom hours, and he motivated me to do the same. I still
look upon every preaching and teaching experience as a privi-
lege given by God Himself to men who don’t deserve it.

I thank God for lessons learned from these men and from
others whom I shall mention in following installments. But for
the men and women of God who have taught me through the
years, I wonder where I’d be and what I’d be doing. I thank God
that I am serving in His kingdom and preaching the unsearchable
riches of Christ!  What a privilege! What a joy divine!

(To be Continued)

Pulpit
Talk

BOB  STACY
Preaching Minister

Spring Hill Church of Christ
Middletown, OH

Fifty Years of Learing and
More to Come

(16th in series)
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A RA RA RA RA READEADEADEADEADYYYYY A A A A ANSWERNSWERNSWERNSWERNSWER  by Charles E. McCoy
cemccoy1949@hotmail.com1 Peter 3:15-161 Peter 3:15-161 Peter 3:15-161 Peter 3:15-161 Peter 3:15-16

Adam & Steve? (Conclusion)Adam & Steve? (Conclusion)Adam & Steve? (Conclusion)Adam & Steve? (Conclusion)Adam & Steve? (Conclusion)
In the previous two issues, this column has examined homo-

sexuality and biblical teaching. Now, its time to draw some
conclusions.

Conclusion. The Bible consistently identifies homosexual be-
havior as a sin. It is NOT the “unforgivable sin,” but it is sin and
continuing in its practice will exclude folks (even if they claim to
be Christians) from the kingdom of God. Homosexuals need Jesus
and salvation. They need to repent of sexual sin, as do others
with different sinful “orientations.” What is “gay marriage”?
Another bizarre invention of our humanistic and disoriented so-
ciety.

As for orientation, let’s be honest, many Christian hetero-
sexuals have a lingering “orientation” towards fornication (sexual
relations between unmarried people), and adultery (sexual rela-
tions involving a married person and someone other than their
spouse), and/or pornography. Heterosexual fornication and adul-
tery are still just as much sexual “sins” as is homosexual behavior
and continuing in these behaviors also will exclude folks from
the Kingdom of God.1 I know of Bible College personnel who
have lost their positions for continuing sexual problems and a
friend of mine recently commented that he did not like to go to
the NACC because of all of the preachers he met with “new
wives” (and they weren’t widowers). Jim Bakker and Jimmy
Swaggart scandalized America a few decades back for their sexual
immorality, but they were just the visible tip of the iceberg – the
“Sexual Revolution” (late 1960’s) has infected American Chris-
tians far too much.

On the other hand, Christians are supposed to take Biblical
teaching about immorality and judgment seriously! If you are in
disobedience on this matter, then “STOP” right now and repent.
If you are married, then take seriously the “covenant loyalty”
that you owe to the wife of your youth or husband! Avoid/refuse
adultery and chose to practice a long-forgotten mystical art called
“self-control” (for many reasons) and resist the urge to act on
your immoral “orientation,” whatever it is. If you are not married,
then keep yourself sexually pure and do not follow the pressures
of our culture to enjoy sex without marriage – because hetero-
sexual marriage is God’s provision for sexual expression
(1Corinthians 7:1-9) and sexual immorality is serious spiritual
business (1Thessalonians 4:1-8) – Read these passages!

An oft-forgotten element in Christian doctrine is that we are
no longer to let sin “reign” in our mortal bodies and “obey its
lusts” (Romans 6:11-14), but we are to “put to death the deeds of
the body” (Romans 8:12,13) – “daily” if necessary, in order to
“stop sinning” (1Corinthians 15:31-34). The “inner struggle”
between Spirit and flesh that rages within us is supposed to be
decided in favor of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16,17). Sadly, many who
wear the name ‘Christian” never chose to “die to sin” – they just
“feel faint” once in awhile! No matter what your sinful “orienta-
tion” may be, God calls us to deny ourselves and fight the good
fight – often our own attitudes and desires and the pressures
from the surrounding culture may be the battlefield.

How should we react to homosexuality? Well, it’s a sin and
should be ranked in there with heterosexual fornication and adul-

tery (of course, a lot of churches don’t take those latter two
practices to be all that serious anymore – too many members,
leaders, and preachers are guilty or want to be). Sex is powerful
and those “trapped” (or enslaved) to physical urges do have a
struggle on their hands. I have had to be around practicing ho-
mosexuals occasionally in a social setting and I don’t “preach at
them” when I know they have already heard the Biblical perspec-
tive and rejected it. However, when asked I state my view and
remind folks that this is God’s universe, His Word is clear, and all
of us are approaching death and judgment. When homosexuals
seek the Lord, tell them the same truth that you would tell people
involved in any sin – continuing sin will exclude them from the
heavenly kingdom (1Corinthians 6:9,10; Ephesians 5:19-21). Con-
tinuing “temptations” and an inner struggle are likely, even after
becoming a Christian (Galatians 5:16-18), because these are rooted
in our own personal “appetites/desires” (James 1:13-16). I still
fight some of the skirmishes from time to time and so do all of you
readers! Proclaim and teach the “whole counsel of God” – treat
homosexuality Biblically – it is a serious sin, but not the “unfor-
givable” one. Jesus died for that sin as well as the ones the rest
of us commonly do and think to be less serious. All of us need to
repent of whatever there is in our lives that is clearly contrary to
God’s revealed will. When talking about marriage and divorce,
Jesus noted that “from the beginning, God made them male and
female” (Matthew 19:3-4). And, in the beginning, God created
“Adam and Eve” – not “Adam and Steve” – or none of us would
even be here!

(Endnotes)
1 1Corinthians 6:9,10; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:3-6; He-

brews 13:4
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“He brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30).

 Some have called this the most important question ever
asked. The same question has been asked in many different
ways by a wide variety of people.

The Rich Young Ruler asked Jesus, “Teacher, what good
thing must I do to get eternal life?” (Matthew 19:16) The people
on the day of Pentecost asked, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
(Acts 2:37) That question is still being asked today.

As important a question as it is, you would think all of those
who claim to be followers of Christ would have one answer.
The truth is, they don’t.

For just a moment put yourself in the place of a person who
is sincerely seeking an answer to that question. Can you image
how confusing it must get sometimes?

One group says,” There is nothing you can do to be saved.
If God has chosen you to be saved, He will let you know. He
will do this through a dream, a vision, or some other experi-
ence.”

You go to the next group and ask the same question. They
say to you, “You must believe that Jesus is the son of God.
That’s all.”

The next group says, “Yes, you must believe in Jesus, but
you must invite Him into your heart.” Then they have you
repeat a prayer inviting Jesus to come and live in your heart.

I could go on forever, but you get the point. It can be con-
fusing for the person who is seeking the answer to this question.
Where can they turn? The answer is simple. They can turn to
the Bible.

What does the Bible teach that we must do in order to be
forgiven of our sins? The first thing you must do before you
can be forgiven of sin, is to sin. Well, that is no problem, for we
have all sinned. (Romans 3:23) No one has ever lived in this life
without sinning.

That is why in our preaching and teaching we must preach
in such a way that people understand that they have sinned.
They have broken the heart of God. They are guilty, and with-
out God’s grace they are doomed.

That is what Peter did on the day of Pentecost. He pointed
out to them that they, with the help of wicked men, had put
Jesus to death. (Acts 2:23) He did not pull punches.

One of the things that bothers me about some of the preach-
ing I hear today is that it falls short of pointing out to people
they are sinners in need of a Savior.  I read where one man said,
“People don’t need to be told they are sinners, they already
know that.”

No, they don’t; not for the most part. Most people today
don’t even understand what sin is.  If they don’t understand
what sin is, how can they understand they are sinners.

So the first thing is to realize you are a sinner who needs to
be forgiven. Once you realize that, you must understand and
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. In our text Paul told the
jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be
saved.” Some would stop there, but we can’t . Believing is not
all that is needed to find God’s grace.

Remember this, there may be more terms of pardon than are
mentioned in one verse of scripture, but there will never be
less. For example, in Acts 16:31 one term of pardon mentioned

is belief. That means we must believe. However, that does not
mean that belief is the only term of pardon. There may be, and
in this case there are, more.

Acts 16:31 says nothing about repentance. Would anyone
say that someone can find forgiveness and not repent? Peter
told those on Pentecost to repent. Jesus said, “Unless you
repent, you shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3 & 5) And so it
is today, for those who wish to be forgiven of sins must not
only believe, they must repent.

Repentance means to “change directions.” Some would say
it means to “change your mind.” When a person understands
they are a sinner and they do believe in Jesus, this belief should
lead them to repent.

In repentance we are saying, “I am sorry for my sins. I am
sorry for breaking God’s heart. I want to go in a different direc-
tion. I want to change my life and live for Jesus.”

We sometimes skip over repentance. We seem to be in such
a hurry to get people in the baptistry  that we fail to get them to
understand that they need to repent. A part of repentance is to
stop sinning and not go back.

Several years ago I was sharing the gospel with a young
man who had never been in church in his life. He knew nothing
of scripture and what it teaches about sin. When he told me he
wanted to be baptized I was happy. However, I didn’t feel quite
comfortable about it. I asked him some questions and it did not
take me long to find out that he had every intention of still
living with his girlfriend. He had not truly repented. He needed
more teaching. To have baptized him would have made a mock-
ery of what baptism is.

We must not be in such a hurry to “put another notch” on
our spiritual guns that we forget to teach repentance. If we do
indeed value the souls of men, we must prove it by teaching
them all the plan of salvation, not just the part we want to
teach.

Next month we will continue to seek an answer to the ques-
tion, “What must I do to be saved?”

See you next month.
**Personal Note: There is still time to make plans to be at the Georgia
Old Fashion Camp Meeting in Clarkesville, Georgia,  October 28-30,
2004. This year’s speakers are

Ray K. Fumea, Charles Pate, Ray Bennett, Phil Young, Keith
Wooley, and Glen Bourne. The Melton Family will be there to do our
concerts each night and Dan and Joan Shafer will be leading our
singing. Email me to find out directions and details.

October 31-November 3, I will be with the Meltons in a revival at
the Caledonia Church of Christ, in Caledonia, Ohio. Ken Boswell is
the evangelist there. You can contact me for service times.

Tony Sullivan
(Tony Sullivan is  an associate evangelist with the Christian
Restoration Association. He can be reached by E-mail:
tonycra@aol.com)

FIRST
THINGS

  FIRST
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About Our Lesson Writer

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons. The Interna-
tional Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyright © 2001 by the
Committee on theUniform Series.
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An Idea!
An Idea!
An Idea!
An Idea!
An Idea!

Ben Merold

Chuck Seevers has been mar-
ried to Carolyn for 25 years. He
has ministered in Indiana, Vir-
ginia, Ohio, Kentucky, and
currently in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania. Chuck is the
evangelist of the Philadelphia
Christian Church and the Direc-
tor of Kids for Christ
Internationalã (a ministry to
children ages 5-12 in Philadel-
phia and Northern Thailand). He
was graduated from Cincinnati

Bible Seminary in 1975.

H
ave you ever attended a church service or a class held
in a room that seats 300 people and only 75 are in
attendance? People are sprinkled all over the room and

entire pews or rows of chairs may be left empty. Now 75 people
may be a good attendance for the event but the emptiness of
the room automatically becomes a barrier. The leader or speaker
knows that attendance projections were off or that this is the
only room available so he is stuck in a room that is less than a
third full. Usually, the leader attempts to solve the problem by
coming down to floor level and strongly coaxing everyone to
move forward. However, if they had wanted to sit in front, they
would have done so already. The leader might as well say,
“Whew, this is really unsuccessful; I guess not many people
are interested in this event. Will you please move forward so I
don’t feel uncomfortable as I cut my presentation in half to
match this small audience? Please pretend that you don’t see
those 225 empty seats behind you.”

Well, this is just an illustration but it is a picture of a problem
we often face as we preach or teach.

I think we have had every partition known to men and each
one at Harvester Christian Church has unique features and
price tags. But we recently learned something from the hotel
industry. We bought pipe and drape. It is not a brand but rather
a system made by several different manufacturers. It is a sys-
tem of aluminum pipes that extend vertically and horizontally
and hold a curtain or drape to form a partition. We purchased a
special fabric that simply does not wrinkle! It was far cheaper
to make ourselves and less worry about folding or storage.
Often during the week you may see this fabric wadded in a pile.
We simply hang it up and it looks perfect. With pipe and drape
we can have a twelve-foot-high partition within minutes.

We usually section the room off smaller than we think we
will need! Pipe and drape can be disassembled in seconds with
two people. If we set up that room for 50 people and have 75
attend, we tear down the partition, or move it, and “wow,” we
are in the overflow. Meanwhile, everyone has been seated
more closely together, and the room just feels different. We
can make a call to expand the room minutes before we start or
even during the opening remarks. We all feel more comfort-
able. I do not have a clue as to why this room size phenomenon
happens but I know that it has changed many things in our
church since we have used pipe and drape (even in the wor-
ship auditorium) to change the size of a room.

Harvester Christian Church has three worship services on
Sunday morning. The first service is not so large as the second
and third service, so we scale down the auditorium with pipe
and drape. This greatly improved the quality of the service and
now the first worship hour is showing good growth.

One more thing – the idea for pipe and drape did not come
from my thinking. Our worship leader worked as an engineer
before coming on the church staff. Allow me to give him the
credit for the idea. Just give it a try!

Pipe and Drape for Size

RH
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CHUCK MCCOY TO
LEAD SEMINAR AT THE
CRA  NOVEMBER 12

End Times:
“I Want to be
Left Behind”
Chuck McCoy comes with a

wealth of experience as a preacher
of the Gospel and former professor at Nebraska Christian
College. This seminar deals with the “End Times” and the
Second Coming of our Lord.

Register today.  Space is limited.  Bring a friend with
you.  Cost is just $12.00 per person.  You may register by
mail or call 1-877-229-8100 or 513-229-8000.

Seminar begins at 9:30 A.M. and will end at 3 PM.  Lunch
will be on your own.



OCTOBER, 2004 13 (229)

Leaving A Legacy
Note: New International Version used as text.

Uniform Lesson
October 3

2 Samuel 7:18-29

Background of Text

Understanding God’s Word

The central theme of our text is David’s (bayit) dynasty/
house; the term is used seven times and emphasizes how
David’s household, insignificant at this time, will become great
in the future because of the assurance and reliability of God
who keeps His promises. David could be satisfied with the
present situation in which he finds himself in, but he recog-
nizes that what is yet to come is by far a greater heritage than

he could possibly imagine (Ephesians 3:20).

The Lord has given honor to His servant beyond measure
and David recognizes that there is nothing more he could say
(v. 21). David accepts God’s promises as certain and that God
has acted according to His will. David finds courage to offer
this prayer due to God’s covenant with him.

A few years ago my cousin Tim
brought a group of teens to Philadel-
phia to work with our Kids For Christ,
International  Ministry. We enjoyed our
time working together and catching up
on our families. One of our conversa-
tions was spent talking about our
Christian heritage. We talked about how
blessed we were to have been raised in
Christian homes in contrast to the lives
of the children we work with in North
Philadelphia and Northern Thailand. The
heritage of my family in the Christian
Church is in its sixth generation. Our re-
sponsibility as Christians is to help the
lost begin their journey towards Christ.

David was able to get a glimpse of his
legacy by the prophecy that God in-
spired him to write in the Psalms. He had
only a glimpse of what was to come, but
we are blessed to be living out ours. Are
we living a life that will be a legacy to
others?

I was sent an e-mail recently that says
it well.

“When I was a young man, I wanted
to change the world. I found it was dif-
ficult to change the world, so I tried to
change my nation.

“When I found I couldn’t change the
nation, I began to focus on my town. I
couldn’t change the town and as an
older man, I tried to change my family.
Now, as an old man, I realize the only
thing I can change is myself, and sud-
denly I realize that if long ago I had
changed myself, I could have made an
impact on my family.

My family and I could have made an
impact on our town. There impact could
have changed the nation and I could
indeed have changed the world.”

David was willing to obey God and
submit to His will. He was credited in

Acts 13:22 as a man who was after God’s
own heart. We can bash David as a fa-
ther, but we cannot take away his
devotion to God. Psalm 51 is a picture of
a hurting man who desired to make
things right with God. Do we have that
same desire? Are we open to God’s lead-
ing and trusting that He will take us
through? Have we stopped to ask our-
selves if we are a hindrance to the Gospel
(Acts 28:31), or are we letting God use
us to fulfill His will?

A few years ago I was privileged to
take a mission trip to China. During my
two weeks there, we traveled to Lisu vil-
lages where Christian churches had been
established. It was such a blessing to
learn that these churches were a prod-
uct of what our missionaries had
established over 50 years ago. The mis-
sionaries correctly taught the Word of
God, not knowing that they would sud-
denly have to leave their mission when
the Communists took over China, and
fifty years later, the church in China con-
tinues to flourish on its own, without
the help of “outsiders” because of the
legacy that was left them. It was said
that when the Lisu were first being
taught about Christ, they were branded
as following the white man’s religion.
Today in China, Christianity is looked at
as the Lisu religion. In fact, wherever
Christian Lisu have gone in Southeast
Asia, they have shared the Gospel with
unbelievers. Praise God that they con-
tinue the legacy.

In our text, David concludes his prayer
with a request (v.29) that God would
bless his house so that it would con-
tinue forever. What a request. David’s
house will continue forever in a spiritual
house like the wise man in Matthew 7:24
who built his house on the rock. David
in a sense was planting a tree from which

future generations would be able to eat.
He asked God to bless it, he saw the big
picture and left the rest in God’s hands.
We must be willing to trust completely
the one who sees all the way down the
road. He knows what’s best and is able
to lead us through the journey.

We have to build our house on that
same Rock in order to have an eternal
house. It is such a joy to know that my
family is in Christ, and to know that my
dad is with the Lord right now. My par-
ents built our home on Christ and that
legacy continues. It is such a joy to know
that for any family, that it only takes one
generation to change the whole picture.

John Mohr wrote the words and mu-
sic to “Find Us Faithful.” It is a beautiful
song based on the Hebrew 12:1 passage.
Mohr’s additional words depict the heart
of our lesson.

“We’re pilgrims on the journey of the
narrow road, and those who’ve gone
before us line the way.

“Cheering on the faithful, encourag-
ing the weary, their lives a stirring
testament to God’s sustaining grace.

“Surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us run the race not only
for the prize; but as those who’ve gone
before us, let us leave to those behind
us the heritage of faithfulness passed
on through Godly lives.

“O may all who come behind us find
us faithful, may the fire of our devotion
light their way.

“May the foot prints that we leave
lead them to believe and the lives we
live inspire them to obey.

“O may all who come behind us find
us faithful.”

(81988 Birdwing Music/Jonathan Mark Music)
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Recreating Community
Note: New International Version used as text.

Uniform Lesson
October 10

Isaiah 43:1-2, 10-13, 18-19

Background of Text

Understanding God’s Word

Our text is linked to the previous chapter where Isaiah de-
clares the consequences of Israel’s rejection of the law of God.
He turns from rejection to acceptance and the benefits thereof.
Isaiah repeats the phrase not to be afraid and emphasizes God’s
relationship with His people by showing His undeserving grace.
He outlines His purpose for them by declaring that they have
been redeemed (43:1). Israel is to be His witnesses (43:10) and
exhorts them to move on from the past because the way is sure.

Isaiah relates God’s assurance in His relationship with His people
in verses 3 and 4. He tells them that He created them, redeemed
them, and protected them. This demonstrates His love and places
Israel apart from the rest of the world. This is a unique and special
bond God has established. Israel had been separated from each
other and for many their relationship with God had been non-
existent. God provided a way for them to be a community once
again.

The picture of God’s protection and sal-
vation are expressed so wonderfully in the
first part of our text. The Jews are reminded
of how God had brought them together as
a nation and lead them out of bondage into
the Promised Land. He provided for their
every need and protected them through
their journey.

Isaiah is now writing to a nation that
has been dispersed throughout the popu-
lated world and is now being brought back
together into their own land. God is seek-
ing to banish their fear as His nature, His
activities and His promises are considered.
Israel was a divided kingdom and God was
seeking to bring them back together as one.

The plight of Israel teaches us much as
to how we can avoid the relational pitfalls
with man and most of all with our God.
God desires that His people live in unity
with each other (Psalm 133:1; Ephesians
4:3). To fulfill God’s plan for the Messiah
to come His people must come together to
usher in that plan. God desired that Israel
would obey His commands once again and
truly experience the community they once
had.

God has provided a way for the new Is-
rael to experience that same community
until the Lord returns – through the fel-
lowship of the church. When the Lord
returns, we will enjoy community together
for eternity with Christ and the Father in
heaven.

I want us to look at three aspects of how
God was seeking to restore the commu-
nity of Israel and see how those elements
or building blocks are vital for the church
today.

The first building block (Isaiah 42:1, 2)
is our relationship with God. Verse one
says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you.”
Israel had been set apart as God’s chosen

people and He redeemed them once again
by rescuing them or releasing them from
captivity. They had been in bondage for
seventy years and now they have been
set free to continue God’s plan.

The Christian has also been released
from bondage and set free from sin through
the redemption of Christ. Our relationship
with God is bridged through the cross and
we are again restored with God. We are set
apart from the world and become a com-
munity of believers.

True community can only take place
when Christians understand that they are
first united through Christ. Our congrega-
tion in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is made
up of many cultures but we are able to work
and worship in harmony because we know
our first priority is our relationship to
Christ. Many try to break down cultural
differences and unite through what is
called, in our society, “diversity.” I am con-
vinced that harmony will never take place
until we realize that we have been redeemed
through the blood of the Lamb. This is
nothing that we have done; it is the posi-
tion we are put in through Christ. Our
relationship with one another hinges on
our relationship with God.

The second building block (Isaiah 43:10-
13) has to do with being witnesses. In vv. 10,
12, Isaiah writes: “You are my witnesses,”
declares the Lord. Isaiah’s prophecy moves
away from the comfort of God’s blessings to
a challenge of responsibility. Isaiah writes
that Israel can be the only true witness of
the God of all creation. Other nations cannot
testify to the legitimacy of their gods (1 Kings
18:16-46). Israel can testify to the many
miracles that God performed in provision and
protection of His people. Three times in the
OT, reference is made to the “hornet” that
went out before Israel. (Exodus 23:28;

Deuteronomy 7:20, Joshua  24:12) The refer-
ence is to the God of Israel’s power. His
reputation went out through the land and
caused many nations to back away from fight-
ing against Israel’s God.

Unfortunately, Israel failed the task set be-
fore them because they paid no attention to
what God had done for them (Isaiah 42:18-20).
Isaiah says that Israel was deaf and blind.

There is no greater cause than a common
cause. Israel failed to see the big picture and
lost direction. We too can lose direction when
we fail to see our purpose. God has called us
to be His witnesses and by doing so, has
given us the cause to unite together in a com-
mon effort.

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)
is our marching orders and the task is well
outlined. The natural result of Christians obey-
ing those orders will be a community working
together with a common purpose. Today the
purpose of the church has fragmented into
“cause” ministries instead of winning the lost,
which is what we are commanded to do. We
must ask ourselves, are we obeying what God
has commanded and teaching others to and
obey His commands?

God instructed Moses to remind the people
constantly of what He had done for them and
to read His laws as a continual reminder as to
how they should live. The church has been
given the common task to win the lost and get
them to heaven. Luke 19:10 simply says what
Jesus came to do was to “seek and to save the
lost.”

In the Greek text, “martuvrion” is used 28
times for our word “witness.” We derive the
word martyr from this word and it truly de-
fines what we have been called to be. The
message that is lived and spoken (1 Timothy
4:16) is vital to our salvation and the salvation
of others.

(cont. on page 21)
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 Creating a New Covenant
Note: New International Version used as text.

Uniform Lesson
October 17

Jeremiah 29:10-14; 31:31-34

Background of Text
God’s chosen people have been in exile for a period of 70 years and

Jeremiah is writing a beautiful prophecy of encouragement. The prom-
ise is that the exiles will be restored to their land (27:22). God assures His
people that He has not forgotten them. Their hope was to come in the
future; it would not be immediately or in the near future. The false
prophets’ promises were of a quick deliverance.

With assurance of their release, the prophet goes on to tell them what
they can expect and the promises that God has in store for them. These
promises were contingent upon their wholehearted repentance (29:13).
If they responded correctly, God would listen to them once again. He

would be there for them and gather them from all the nations.
The second part of the text (31:31-34) holds the key to Israel’s revitaliza-

tion. It is the production of a totally new covenant. It declares a great
spiritual deliverance from sin and death. This new covenant would come
through the blood of the Lamb of God and it would be written on the
hearts of man rather than stone. Israel and Judah would come to reject
this new covenant (Matt. 22:1-10; Lk. 14:15-23; Isaiah 53) but God’s plan
for salvation was for non-Jews as well (Isa.  49:1-7). Redemption could
only come through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. This is
the foundation of the new covenant and the Gospel we preach.

Understanding God’s Word
I want us to look today at how the New

Covenant restores our relationship with
God. Outside the covenant we are at war
with God and a chasm separates us. Only
Jesus can bridge that gap and restore us
to a right relationship with our heavenly
Father.

Our first text deals with God’s people
still in exile due to their disobedience and
unbelief. The never ending roller coaster
ride that God’s people chose to go on was
simply that, their choice. God promised
them everything if they would only fol-
low His direction. A series of failures
throughout their history mounted up the
problems that would plague them and end
with their downfall. We see these prob-
lems today in the mid-east due to Israel
not conquering all the peoples God com-
manded them to.

Jeremiah is writing to comfort God’s
people in the fact that God has not forgot-
ten them. He still has plans for them and
declares there will be an end to the captiv-
ity and a hope in the future. Their whole
heart was the requirement for God to carry
out His plan.

The second part of our text is the blue-
print of how God’s plan was to be carried
out. A new covenant would be made with
Israel and Judah. It would be a radical
change in how God would deal with His
people and eventually all of mankind.

I think it is important to point out here
that the New Covenant isn’t the New Tes-
tament. The New Testament is a record of
how the covenant was made complete in
Christ Jesus and it is a record of how and
where that covenant changed the world.

There is so much we could cover here,
but I want us to focus on three aspects of

how the New Covenant changed our re-
lationship with God. The covenant was
to be written on the hearts of the people.
This involves the will, heart and con-
science.

The Will. First of all, the center of the
new covenant is God’s gift of a new heart
(Ezekiel 36:26). The very first reference in
the Bible to the heart of man is found in
Genesis 6:5.

The Heart. Man’s heart had become so
calloused and like stone because of his
sin that he needed a transplant. God
would provide a new heart that would be
sensitive once again. It is so true of man
that he becomes desensitized to God and
those around him as he gets deeper and
deeper into sin. The need for a new heart
would provide the backdrop for God to
write on. This new heart would govern all
man’s emotional, ethical and intellectual
life. As contrasted with the Old Covenant,
the New was an internal governing as
opposed to one written on stone.

The new heart would bring about a
change of will. Instead of man’s will, God’s
will would now have a place to dwell in
the heart of man. The struggle of the will
is the battleground from which Satan
hosted his first victory. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God in order to satisfy their
own desires. God’s will was then broken
and man has suffered the penalty ever
since.

The battle that Jesus faced in the gar-
den (Matthew 26) was the battle of the
wills. He sought God’s will and defeated
the temptation to give in to the will of the
flesh.

Paul writes in Romans that our desire
should be that of knowing and living

God’s will. This can only happen as we sub-
mit our lives to Him in obedience to His
commands (see Romans 12:1, 2).

What motivates us to live and do God’s
will? Our personal assurance that our sins
are forgiven through the blood of Christ.

The last aspect is the conscience. Paul
writes: I speak the truth in Christ—I am not
lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy
Spirit—(Romans 9:1).

The Conscience. The governing heart has
a vital force to help guide us in this new life,
the conscience that is guided by the Holy
Spirit. As we write God’s word on our hearts
the Spirit draws from our knowledge of God’s
instruction. We are then enabled to seek
God’s will and then to live it. Paul writes about
this to the church at Corinth in 2 Corinthians
1:12.

In our world today, people cry for more
laws to govern our land.. This is not the an-
swer, but only a continuation of the problem.
Unless man’s heart is changed, lawlessness
will continue.

I am amazed at how quickly Christians to-
day fall into what I call the “Galatians
syndrome.” They desire to live by rules and
regulations rather than experience the free-
dom we have in Christ. The Old Covenant
could not be fulfilled, simply because man
broke it. Through the New Covenant we are
released from the bondage of sin and restored
to a right relationship with God. This all
hinges on our relationship to Christ. We have
a personal assurance that our sins are for-
given when we are covered by the blood of
Christ at baptism.

The New Covenant is a declaration of a
changed life in Christ. Paul puts it this way in
Ephesians 2:24.



Looking for Hope Uniform Lesson
October 24

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Background of Text

Note: New International Version used as text.
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Understanding God’s Word

Ezekiel records a vision of the restoration of Israel in order
to encourage the Judean exiles that were scattered through-
out the world. The vision’s message is seen in three aspects.
(1) The bones are dry bones, representing people who have
been dead for a long time. (2) The bones declare that Israel’s
hope had perished. (3) The bones represent Israel’s separa-

tion from one another. The conclusion of the vision shows
God putting the pieces back together and breathing life back
into the body. The imagery of these dry bones being resur-
rected illustrates how Israel could be brought back as a nation
once again. This nation that had been scattered and seen as
non-existent would be brought back to life and renewed.

Hundreds of years before Israel had
been divided and scattered, God
promised that He would restore the
nation back to prosperity
(Deuteronomy 30:1-10). The require-
ment was for them to obey God and
His commands. Every promise God
made with Israel, either for their obe-
dience or disobedience was a sure
thing. They were the recipients of His
promises and their disobedience had
left them as a nation divided and in
exile.

Too often man finds himself in the
deepest of woes and has a hard time
finding his way out. He looks for an-
swers in every direction possible
except the one that counts. Our les-
sons have shown us to what length
God will go to give us direction and
bring us back. He so desired to re-
store Israel once again.

Israel finds itself in a scenario from
which outside of God’s help, there is
no answer. They desire to be united
as a nation once again and be restored
to a people of God. They know God’s
promises of a Messiah, but how can
this happen? Ezekiel’s vision of Israel
gives us a clear picture that they were
dead, and without a resurrection from
God, there is no hope for them. These
exiled Jews would have to put their
faith once again in God.

No matter how many times God has
said to His people, “obey My com-
mands and follow my teachings,”
there can be no assurance that they
will come to pass until His people do
what He says.

This is so true in everything we do
in our lives. All the teaching in the

world is of no value if there is no ap-
plication. God’s people had to initiate
that step back towards God. That step
had to be taken by exercising their
faith. Stepping out on faith may not
be easy, but it is required. For them to
have hope, they must have faith.

The power of God was realized
early by a great man of faith Abraham.
He had never witnessed a resurrec-
tion but he knew that God could
provide one. He responded with obe-
dience and faith when he took his son
Isaac to be sacrificed to God. In prepa-
ration for the sacrifice he instructed
his servants with these words: “Stay
here with the donkey while I and the
boy go over there. We will worship and
then we will come back to you” (Gen-
esis 22:5).  Notice he says we will go
and we will come back. He knew that
God would fulfill His promise to bring
about a nation through his son. He
exercised his faith by obeying God and
going through with what God com-
manded. Because of his faith he was
blessed and his son was spared. A na-
tion was born that would someday
bring forth the Messiah.

God enables us to do great things in
His Kingdom when we live by faith.
The hope aspect comes as we exer-
cise that faith. The Apostle Paul was
on trial for his faith and he says this in
his defense in Acts 23:6 “Then Paul,
knowing that some of them were
Sadducees and the others Pharisees,
called out in the Sanhedrin, ‘My broth-
ers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee. I stand on trial because of
my hope in the resurrection of the
dead.” Notice he says the hope of the
resurrection. The resurrection is the

message of Christianity. Paul preached
Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23)
and his desire was to know the power
of the resurrection of Christ
(Philippians 3:10). His hope was in
Christ and what was to come.

Israel could take Ezekiel’s vision
and hope for that day of resurrection
to come. They had to have faith that
God could and would do what He said.
Only God could breathe life into that
nation and it would require their faith
and obedience to make it happen.

Paul says in Romans 1:5, “Through
him and for his name’s sake, we re-
ceived grace and apostleship to call
people from among all the Gentiles to
the obedience that comes from faith.”

We see in this passage that obedi-
ence is the result of our faith. We will
step forward in obedience if we have
faith and trust that God will keep His
promises. Once we are walking by
faith, we will look ahead to the hope
that is promised. Paul tells us in Ro-
mans 8:20-25 that our redeemed
bodies are the hope we desire when
we come to Christ. The hope we then
look for is our resurrected bodies
when we go to be with the Savior for
eternity. We do not hope for what is
seen because that is no hope at all.
We hope for what is to come.

Israel could not see what was to
come but redemption was on its way.
Hebrews 11:1 says: “Now faith is be-
ing sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see.” This
is not a definition of faith; it is the na-
ture of it. Faith and hope go together
and are necessary to please God and
fill our inner desires.
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Creating a Renewed Trust Uniform Lesson
October 31

Psalm 73:1-3, 12-13, 16-18, 21-26

Background of Text

Note: New International Version used as text.

Understanding God’s Word

The psalmist is writing about a common problem of
the O.T. saints. He addresses the prosperity of the
wicked in sharp contrast to the difficulties of God’s
people. He confesses his sin temptation to join the ranks
of the evil, but refrains because God is good and God
is his friend. “Surely” found in verses 1, 3, and 18 helps

us to understand the psalmist. He sees God’s justice
toward the upright (v. 11). He points out his own per-
sonal dilemma (v. 13) and he hopes in God’s just dealing
with the wicked (v. 18). His heart is truly in the right
place and he knows that he can safely put his trust in
God.

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD
with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.” The words
of this Proverb are words to a song
we have taught our children at Kids
For Christ  International in Philadel-
phia. The message is clear — our trust
for God has to come from the heart. In
a world where trust is seldom found
and deserved, God has provided us
with a security that encircles our hearts
and protects us from the evil one.

The psalmist is battling a conflict
that still engulfs our hearts today.
Why do the wicked prosper? Why do
they seemingly get by when punish-
ment is deserved? Have you ever cried
out for justice to be served and it
wasn’t?

The psalmist begins by making ref-
erence to the heart. I believe it is the
matter of the heart that determines the
level of trust we have in God. The
matter of the heart is referenced six
times in this Psalm. The first reference
is in verse 1 where he sees that God is
good to those who are “pure in
heart.” Jesus taught (Matthew 5:8)
that the pure in heart will see God. The
purity of the heart is a vital force in
overcoming our break of trust with
God. It is evident that the psalmist is
one who strives to have a pure heart,
but has difficulty with evil triumphing
all around him. I’m sure he wonders,
as we do, why is justice not served?

To build our trust in God we have to
have faith that He will see us through
to the very end. Jesus concludes the
Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20)
by promising His presence with us to
the very end. This assurance was
needed for the psalmist, and it is what

we need. Trust involves letting go and
letting God take control.

The psalmist encounters four
struggles in our text that make him
question his full trust in God. It is evi-
dent that the matter is a heart matter
and his desire is to do the right thing,
no matter how hard. Let’s look at these
four situations as defense mechanisms
in order that we can remain faithful to
God and not be overcome by our jeal-
ousy and envy. These are tools of the
devil that destroy our trust in each
other and most of all, our trust in God.

The Hebrew is translated in each of
these occurrences as “but as for me.”
The first time we see this is in verse
two. “But as for me, (I) almost
slipped.” Envy was the sin of his heart
but he kept his footing and did not
give in because he realized that God
was good.

The second and third usages are
found in verses 22 and 23. “But as for
me I was senseless and ignorant.” He
confesses again that his heart was not
in the right place (v. 22). Even though
he knew the outcome of the wicked,
their earthly success still engaged him
in self-pity (v. 23). He acknowledges
“But as for me I am always with you.”
He sees himself with God and God
holds him by his right hand. This is
such a beautiful picture of God’s pres-
ence in our lives. Even though we can
be so ugly at times (v. 22), God is still
with us even in our sin. God’s Spirit
lives within us and it is our sin that
blinds us to His presence. The psalm-
ist makes clear that he was able to
overcome because he knew God was
there. Joseph was fully aware of God’s
presence (Genesis 39) and was able to

overcome evil.

The fourth usage is found in verse
28. “But as for me, it is good to be
near God.” The psalmist concludes
that it is preferable to be near God. He
ascertained that the ungodly pros-
pered in all areas of life but one. They
were separated from God and their
heart had become calloused (v. 7) to
one another and most of all to God.
Paul writes about this evil in Romans
1 and gives a very similar picture of
the depravity of the ungodly. They
knew God but did not trust Him. The
ungodly were given over to their evil
desires and they invented ways to do
evil. Our text in verse seven says that
the “evil conceits of their mind knows
no limits.” Sounds familiar, doesn’t
it?

The psalmist engaged in self-pity
and he envied the ungodly but he
didn’t go over to the other side. He
knew that God was with him and would
see him through. This is the key to
our trusting God. We always have to
be aware of His presence.

I am reminded of Joshua’s parting
challenge to Israel before he died.
“Now fear the Lord and serve him
with all faithfulness. Throw away
the gods your forefathers  wor-
shipped beyond the river and in
Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if
serving the Lord seems undesirable
to you, then choose for yourselves
th i s  day  whom you  wi l l  serve ,
whether the gods your forefathers
served beyond the River, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land you
are living. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord”
(Joshua 24:14, 15).
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“Let Me
Illustrate”

Tom Claibourne
(Tom Claibourne is the preaching minister
of the Bethlehem Church of Christ, Winches-
ter, OH, and is a trustee of the Christian
Restoration Association. His E-mail address
is: bethlehemchurch1@yahoo.com)

Beheading Jesus
A few years ago I had the opportunity to visit the 900-year-

old Tower of London which has in its time confined such
famous prisoners as Sir Walter Raleigh, Queen Elizabeth I, and
Sir Thomas More. These were among the more fortunate cap-
tives, since many others, like Thomas Cromwell, never left alive.
As the Yeoman Warder guide explained, lots of heads rolled.
Beheading was the chosen method for cutting off dissent and
opposition.

The British, however, did not invent beheading. Those of us
who grew up reading the Bible have had pictures in our minds
of young David carrying the bloody head of the slain Goliath
to Jerusalem, or of Herodias’ daughter presenting her the head
of John the Baptist on a platter. Beheading has been around
almost as long as heads.

The shocking reality is the degree to which beheading is
practiced in the United States today. Say what?? One of the
more common ways the church is described in the Bible is as
the Body of Christ, with Jesus Himself being the head (see I
Corinthians 12:12ff; Ephesians 5:22ff; Colossians 1:18). Nu-
merous passages indicate that Jesus never intended for the
head to be separated from the body. He commissioned His
body, the church, to continue His ministry, and that body can-
not exist apart from the head. Christ must remain the center of
the church’s goals, worship and life. Christians must never
forget Jesus’ use of another figure to describe His relationship
to His church: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

It is astounding, then, to find so many people who rational-
ize their “Lone Ranger Christianity” by asserting, “I’m a
Christian. I love Jesus. It’s the church I don’t want or need! I
can serve Jesus without the church.” That sounds very pious,
but it is impractical and unbiblical. That shallow thinking con-
tradicts common sense and runs against the grain of everything
Jesus taught and did. The head and the body must never be
separated. It is in and through the Body of Christ that Jesus is
truly able to bless and use His disciples.

Are you trying to worship a false Jesus who has no body, or
are you saved in Christ and actively serving in His body as
you are able?

Choose one.

Song of Resurrection
“Because Christ lives, I too shall live!
Oh, glorious truth divine.
To think that resurrection life was His
And shall be mine.

Because Christ lives, I too shall live!
I’ll leave this lump of clay.
And lift my wings to higher heights
On resurrection day.

Because Christ lives, I too shall live!
With Him I’ll ever be.
Rejoicing that He broke death’s chains
And set my spirit free.”

—By Nat Olson

Resurrection Thoughts to Ponder
*”If Christ never came forth from the tomb of Joseph, then

why worship the Christ who came forth from the womb of
Mary?” —R.S. Westa

*The great Easter truth is not that we are to live newly after
death, but that we are to be new here and now by the power of
the resurrection.” —Phillips Brooks

A Future President Exalts Jesus
Long before John Quincy Adams became the sixth U.S. presi-

dent, he was respected as a bright and capable young man. As
a teenager he served as an official representative of our young
nation in Europe. On one occasion he became concerned that
his mother’s personal faith in Jesus was wavering somewhat,
so he wrote her from England and included these strong words
about Jesus’ deity:

“My dear Mother . . . I find in the New Testament, Jesus
Christ accosted in His own presence by one of His disciples as
God, without disclaiming the appellation. I see Him explicitly
declared by at least two other of the Apostles to be God, ex-
pressly and repeatedly announced, not only as having existed
before the worlds, but as the Creator of the worlds, without
beginning of days or end of years.”

Can you imagine the way things could be if today’s diplo-
mats, congressional leaders, and judges shared that same
respect for Jesus?

Jesus Comes to Church
One Palm Sunday a few years ago a family left their sick, five-

year-old son with a neighbor while they attended church. When
the family returned home carrying palm branches, the boy asked
what they were for.

His mother explained, “People held them over Jesus’ head as
He walked by.” The disappointed boy replied, “Wouldn’t you
know it! The one Sunday I don’t go, Jesus shows up!”

Used church pews for sale. Modern style, solid oak, seat-
ing for 400, seat cushions, and platform seating including
hymnal, communion, and envelope racks. To request a de-
scription of the pew furniture, send inquiries to: Steve
Wetterhan, 909 W. Locust Street, Wilmington, OH 45177;
phone, 937.382.0904; e-mail, sawetter@wcconline.org.

RH

Used Church Pews For Sale
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Looking
Back
to See
Ahead

Rolland Steever
_______________________
Rolland Steever is a retired minister and educator now living in
South Bend, IN  (e-mail: rasteever@fsvmail.net)

A Centennial Celebration (Part Three)

While great numbers of people had crowded into the facili
ties of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for this Centennial Cel
ebration, there at the same time there were great numbers

who did not attend. A careful reading through the program book re-
vealed that perhaps most of the preachers who labored in the churches
of what was termed “the lower South” were not present, nor were
their churches mentioned in any way. The obvious reason for this lay in
events occurring in the previous forty years. The reconstruction years
following the Civil War were not kind to the South. The property damage
that occurred during the years of battle had devastated great numbers
of communities. The economy had to begin upon a totally different
basis. Currency values were gone. Enough bad feeling existed be-
tween the two political sections that the southern section became bitterly
disappointed. Rather than help them rebuild the economy and their lives,
there were those who came into the destroyed sectors and took ad-
vantage of their helpless situation. It would take many years before
kindly feelings could be restored within the southern churches

Other problems had developed in those forty years. Churches north
and south were at odds over the creation of the American Christian
Missionary Society. While Societies had developed on the state level,
hostility began increasing to a greater degree in the southern sector.
Additionally, the use of musical instruments to assist in the singing was
probably introduced for the first time in Midway, Kentucky, but quickly
spread in popularity. While many approved of this new help, other folks
were hostile to such an innovation. Then there was a third outspoken
element that arose which was opposed to any practice that was not
specifically taught in the Bible. Small colleges had sprung up every-
where like mushrooms in the springtime. Most had added studies in the
Bible, in an effort to train young men for the ministry. Conservative church
leaders felt that all those things were un-biblical and therefore wrong.
Some went so far as to believe all such activities were sinful and could
not be justified as true teachings of the scripture. Strong advocates
arose who went from church to church to denounce these things where
they were practiced, an activity that led to division. Pages could be
written about such matters which I prefer not to do in this essay, but it is
a simple matter to understand why thousands of people had simply
boycotted the Centennial Celebration. The controversy finally led to a
division that involved most congregations in the deep south and the year
1906 is referred to as the time when it officially occurred.

One more disappointing factor to consider was that no good word
was ever spoken about those people in the past who were called the
New Lights. Out of Great Britain leaders arose who had come to a Bible
position much like the early church leaders that we recognize. They
began work in America. Eventually they joined forces with Elias Smith
and Abner Jones of New England and the Republican Methodists who
arose in Mid-America. In their own way they swept westward through
the Ohio Valley and in other areas to establish churches that in great
numbers merged into the reform work being done by the Campbells,
Walter Scott and Barton Stone. Some of their churches that did not
choose to be a part of our Reformation Movement still exist today, though
in very small numbers.

Several new books surfaced during the celebration time. One, titled
simply Church of Christ, was attributed simply to “A Layman” as the
author. Brilliantly written, it became very popular during the passing of
years, and it would not be until after the death of T. W. Phillips that it
became known that he was the writer. While a man of great wealth, he
had a marvelous understanding about what the Church Revealed in the
New Testament Scriptures was all about. Thousands of people were
favorably influenced by this book. He directed his wealth to Christian
purposes, and his life in the Congress of the United States to good
government.

A second book had been written with the expectation that it would be
available to distribute at the Centennial meeting; titled, History of the
Disciples of Christ, written by the eminent W. T. Moore. There had not
been a comprehensive history written since Dr. Robert Richardson pub-
lished the two volume Memoirs of Alexander Campbell in 1867 - 1868.
Moore’s comprehensive work was well done, but not in time for the 1909
event.

He took advantage of the delay to add one more chapter describing
the celebration program. It was a masterful work of 830 pages. He
treated events that Richardson had not touched upon. John T. Brown

had, for publication, also gathered data and pictures of every aspect
of the past history of our movement. The pictures and biographical
writings make it an amazingly valuable book for research. He was
most fortunate to get it published in 1904. It included information about
the people and their work worldwide, including the foreign missions.
The character of these three books says a lot concerning the level of
enthusiasm the churches reflected from their work during that period
of time.

People who attend our modern conventions are stunned when they
read of the attendance to all the activities that occurred at Pittsburgh.
Between Wednesday and Sunday, including all day Saturday, parallel
sessions were conducted in many different locations. Some sessions
were simply statistical reports of a variety of the para-church organi-
zations. These would have been interesting only to those who were
an integral part of that particular organization. There were dozens of
them with reports.

Isaac Errett was fondly remembered in a number of messages. He
had a close association with Campbell and Bethany College, including
his associate-editor role with the Millennial Harbinger. He was a
gifted writer and speaker. As a young man he had studied carefully the
context of the speeches of great men, and sought to speak clearly,
and in such a way that people both heard and understood him. This
was a most important point to consider in a day when sound assis-
tance was not available. (Even with modern sound assistance a
surprising number of public speakers are not as careful about being
understood as Errett was known to be.)

On Saturday night the old veterans were honored in a special way;
at the evening “camp-fire service,” to think of the values of their past
history. Each man was allotted five minutes for his comments. Anyone
who has read the sermons of those old timers will chuckle at the
thought that you were going to limit anyone of those men to a mere five
minutes. It would take each one that long to just clear his throat! It
would have been a delightful session.

On Sunday morning 250 preachers were invited to speak at that
many of the denominational congregations in the city and immediate
environs. Pittsburgh was anxious to. hear about the cause for such a
celebration. I will see Wilbur Ried, Jr., at Johnson Bible College next
week and find out more about the Sunday a.m. services. Brother Ried
has perhaps the largest collection of memorabilia about this event that
exists anywhere else in the nation.

The closing event took place in the new, very large baseball stadium
of the Pittsburgh Pirates. The big question was, would it be large
enough? People began to arrive several hours before the three o’clock
scheduled time. They filled every available seat. A long line of tables in
the center held the communion sets. People kept coming and simply
filled the playing field area by standing. Hundreds of men had been
pre-trained to supply the need for ushers, and distributing the com-
munion service. Remember...this was before the use of public address
systems. Wallace Tharp and W. E. M. Hackleman with large white
handkerchiefs in motion, directed the ceremony with their signals. The
closing hymn was sung with a fervor never again attained by any
audience since that afternoon when our Lord’s death was so remem-
bered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. RH
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This is part of the story of Gene and Mike.  They are two fun-
loving guys who seem to have left that drab old colorless
Kansas of the Restoration Movement and ended up over the
rainbow in the wonderful land of Oz known as Willow - Creek,
that is.  But if you are in Oz, are you still in Kansas, too?  Hang
on to your New Testament Christianity hats as we try to follow
these two wild and crazy guys on their journey.

“Willow” Strange
“What Are You Doing at Willow Creek?”

An interview with Gene Appel and Mike Breaux
by Paul Boatman

The Christian Standard,  June 27, 2004

I must admit that I do not know Gene or Mike.  From their
pictures they really do look like fun guys: hip, happenin’
and holy.  I wouldn’t mind going to lunch with them, and if

I did, I would like to ask them some more questions, because
this interview left me wondering, and wondering some more.

The question, “What Are You Doing at Willow Creek?”, can
imply several things.  For one, it might mean, “How did you get
there?”  Neither of them wanted to go, it seems.  God told Gene
to go.  (“I sensed God saying, ‘Gene, this is not your mission
field anymore.’”)   God didn’t speak directly to Mike like that.
Instead, God just dropped Mike a lot of hints, so he finally
went, even though he didn’t want to initially.

But those are mere details.  The really interesting question
was not, “How did you get there?”, but rather “Why are you
there?”  You see, both these fine fellows are Restoration Move-
ment reared and schooled gentlemen.  And although the
interviewer only hinted at this direct question, what all inquir-
ing minds really want to know is, “When you got to Willow
Creek, did you leave New Testament Christianity?”

What Gene and Mike both answered, in so many words, is
“No, no - a thousand times no!”  Allow me to re-state what the
Christian Standard put into a pull-quote from Gene Appel:

“I haven’t ‘left’ or ‘abandoned’ anything.  I’ve grown up
with my Christian church ties – they’re my roots, my friends,
and mentors.  Now I’m taking their values to a broader world.”

I think that is a wonderful idea.  It’s something I have tried to
do by teaching and preaching to Presbyterians, Methodists,
and the United Church of Christ.  But I never managed to
delude myself into thinking that these folks were practicing
New Testament Christianity.  This is where Gene and Mike
have me a little worried.

Don’t get me wrong.  It’s fine - and strictly their business - if
they want to hang with the “Willow” people.  But when they
seem to convince themselves that Willow Creek is just another
- though bigger, better, and more glamorous - New Testament
church, I have to wonder.

*Kent B. True

Strangeness of the Month ClubStrangeness of the Month ClubStrangeness of the Month ClubStrangeness of the Month ClubStrangeness of the Month Club
Our motto:

“Christians Say the Strangest Things!”

I have to wonder if Gene and Mike have ever read their
Willow web site, or if they think any of us who saw their inter-
view would read it.  For example, Mike says, “This church has
always believed that baptism ought to be by immersion.”  But
the Willow web site says:

“Willow Creek Community Church offers the option of be-
lievers’ baptism in the modes of sprinkling and immersion on
the basis of a sacramentarian view of the ordinances whereby
their value lies in the symbolism they convey and in the faith
of the participants rather than the nature or amount of the
elements used, as bread and wine for communion, and water
for baptism.”1

What about the meaning of baptism?  Gene says, “I have
always believed that when a person sincerely comes to trust
Jesus Christ as leader, forgiver, and Savior, and repents, the
first step of obedience is to be baptized into Christ.  That is
what I have always taught, believed, and practiced.”  To this
Mike adds, “We both continue to teach and practice that.”

Gene and Mike think one is “baptized into Christ.”  That is
good, Biblical language and it tells us something important.
One moves into Christ via the route of baptism.  But the Willow
web site says:

“You do not have to be baptized to have Christ in your
heart any more than you must exchange rings to be pro-
nounced man and wife. But if the inner commitment to trust
Christ alone for salvation has been made, then the outward
symbol of Baptism should be as valued and as visible as the
gold ring on a newlywed’s finger.”2

That sounds remarkably like what Jack Cottrell calls the
Zwinglian view of baptism, which is to be carefully distin-
guished from the New Testament view of baptism.  I sincerely
hope Gene and Mike can convert those Zwinglians at “Wil-
low” to the N.T. point of view.  Meanwhile, I also hope they
realize there is a difference here.  While it might be just an
insignificant point about an obscure doctrine like what it means
to be baptized into Christ, it is still a difference.  (Yes, I am
being just a tiny bit facetious here, in case anyone missed it!)

But the worrisome matters of the Willow Creek Duo do not
end here.  More important are the questions not asked by the
Christian Standard.3  For example, when one visits the Willow
web page for “Board of Elders” one finds some very interest-
ing information.4  The so-called “elders” of the congregation
include Betty, Diane, Elizabeth, Gail, and Laura.  No, these are
not five cases of “A Boy Named Sue.”

Somewhere in my New Testament it says something, straight
from the apostle’s mouth, about a woman not having authority
over a man, and a bishop being the husband of one wife.  While
I do realize that some people are advocating same-sex mar-
riages today, but I don’t think any of these gals is a husband.

It’s not even enough for the Willow People that they have
female “elders.”  They even have a little creedal statement, of
sorts, that you must accept to be a member.  It says:

“We ask that Participating Members of Willow Creek mini-
mally be able to affirm with integrity the following: that they
can joyfully sit under the teaching of women teachers ... that
they can joyfully submit to the leadership of women in various
leadership positions at Willow Creek.”5

Once again, I hope Gene and Mike are hard at work convinc-
(continued on next page)
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The third building block (Isaiah 43:18, 19) is for the Church to
move on from the past and seek God’s will. There is a need, how-
ever, to look back as a reminder of where we have been. Israel was
constantly reminded of the past, but their backward vision blinded
them to God’s future for them. They failed to see the true Messiah
and that God’s plans provided for a new covenant that would be
all-inclusive. It would no longer be written on stone, but on the
hearts of those who believe and accept the Christ.

I have known of churches who gloried in their past while dying
to their future. We work in an area of Philadelphia where the past
showed great glory to the years when large edifices were filled to
the brim with followers of their teaching. Now these large building
are empty and decay is causing them to tumble into ruin. What
happened? A failure to see ahead and realize that change was
inevitable.

Christians should be warned that change is ever present, but
the message of God remains the same. We can miss the whole
point by resting on our laurels. Traditions have come into place by
a time-measured system of trial and error. Too often though, those
traditions have outgrown their usefulness and the meaning has
been lost. Mark 7:8 “You have let go of the commands of God and
are holding on to the traditions of men.”

True community can only happen when Christ’s Church is fo-
cused on where we are going and how we are going to get there.
Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” This passage gives us our point of focus and the
attitude from which we approach it.

The book of Acts ends in the Greek text with our word “unhin-
dered.” Luke is saying, in essence, that the book was not primarily
about Paul and his missionary journeys nor was it focused on any
one person. It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ that went unhindered.
We must ask ourselves what do we do to hinder the Gospel? When
Christ’s’ believers get focused and put away our trivial matters,
then and only then can we be a united community of believers.

These three building blocks are very important for the church
today. To unite and direct us, we have to submit to God’s will and
authority. My brother Steve put it this way many years ago, the
difference between being united and untied is all in where we place
the “I.”

Recreating Community
(continued from page 14)

*Apopka, FL — A graduate of Atlanta Christian College, Jim Ransom has served as an elder and in
preaching ministries before entering the Development Ministry in 1981. After serving the last thirteen
years at Christian Financial Resources located in Altamonte Springs, Florida, Jim will be independently
continuing his Capital Stewardship Ministry to the Christian Churches / Churches of Christ nationwide.

Jim’s approach to Kingdom fundraising starts with an intense appreciation for The Word of God and, to
bring an intentional spiritual dynamic to the process through prayer, fellowship, and every member in-
volvement. The desired result, with affordability in mind, is to enable churches of all sizes to develop the
needed resources to create the tools in order to carryout The Great Commission, given by Our Lord, Jesus.

For more information, you may contact Jim at: Jim Ransom, 381 Haverlake Circle, Apopka, FL  32712-
4060. Phone: 407.886.9501 or 1.877.643.1122 (pin # 0026). E-mail: aransomnote@cfl.rr.com.

Independent Capital Stewardship Ministry Begins

ing the folks up at “Willow” that they have an unbiblical lead-
ership arrangement in the form of five “head mamas.”  But it
appears, unless some drastic change has taken place, that
our Dynamic Duo accepts all this.  I’m just guessing that
this is not the way things work back at Southland Christian
Church in Lexington, Kentucky.  Or perhaps this is just
another one of those trivial differences that one hardly
notices when migrating to Willow.

I have to wonder why interviewer Paul Boatman, whose
wife preaches sermons with him, did not ask a question
about this.  Then again, maybe I don’t have to wonder.

I hope Gene and Mike are happy in their new endeavor.
But please, guys, don’t pretend that Willow Creek is just a
hop, skip and a jump from being a New Testament church.

Finally, I wish the Christian Standard would find some
interviewers who don’t act like Dan Rather interviewing
Bill Clinton.  There are things that inquiring minds want to
know - things that we will never know as long as Christian
Standard interviewers pitch only softball.

1.  http://www.willowcreek.org/statementonbaptism.asp June 27,
2004.

2.  http://www.willowcreek.org/baptism.asp June 27, 2004.
3.  An information box that appeared on a page of the interview

promised that a more complete version could be found at
www.christianstandard.com.  As of 6-28-04 it was not available, but
an email request brought a copy to me.  It included a few sections that
had been cut for space.  But like the printed material, it was all
softball questions.

4.  http://www.willowcreek.org/teaching_pastors.asp June 27, 2004.
5.  See “Femme fatale” by Susan Olasky, World Magazine (March

22, 1997).

Strangeness of the Month Club Strangeness of the Month Club Strangeness of the Month Club Strangeness of the Month Club Strangeness of the Month Club  (cont.) (cont.) (cont.) (cont.) (cont.)

* This is, in fact, one Harold N. Orndorff,
Jr.He  has taught at the Cincinnati Bible
College and Seminary, and Roanoke Bible
College, in the fields of Apologetics, Eth-
ics, Philosophy, and Logic. He is currently
the campus minister at the Northern Ken-
tucky University. You may complain to him,
if you must, at hnoii@hotmail.com.

RH
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*Mansfield, OH — McElroy Road Church of Christ in Mansfield,
Ohio, is seeking to fill the position of Senior Minister. We are looking
for a doctrinally sound minister, with a minimum of ten years of
experience. The successful candidate must have a Bachelor’s degree
in Ministry and be actively ready to seek and save the lost with an
evangelism plan for the next five to ten years. This is an established
congregation with a current enrollment of approximately 80 active
members. Please send a resume and current copy of either an audio or
video cassette of one or more of your sermons for review to:Bob
Arthur, 1259 Eastview Drive, Mansfield, OH 44905-1631

*Akron, OH — The Kenmore Church of Christ in Northeast Ohio
is seeking a doctrinally sound minister to serve Christ. This
congregation desires a spiritual man who loves the lord, to work with
the leaders of congregation to grow the church spiritually and
numerically. Please send cover letter and resume to:Kenmore Church
of Christ, 1900 East AvenueAkron, Ohio 44314. If you have any
questions please contact David Berresford @ 330-264-7040

*Louisville, KY — Clifton Heights Christian Church, 622 N. Hite
Ave., Louisville, KY, is seeking a full-time minister. He should be a
graduate of a Christian Church/Churches of Christ Bible College and
be able to relate well to persons of all ages and races. We are a small
congregation with great potential for growth. A three-bedroom
parsonage recently remodeled and redecorated is available.
Candidates should submit a letter of interest, resume, photo, and at
least 4 references to:    John C. Mills, 232 Hemingway Rd., Louisville,
KY 40207. Ph. (502) 895-8180 or  email johncmills@insightbb.com.

*West Alexander, PA— The First Christian Church at West
Alexander, PA, is looking for a minister for the first time in 39 years.
We are looking for a minister who adheres to  Restoration principles
and teachings. We are located 40 miles from Pittsburgh, 10 miles from
Wheeling, and a half hour away from the Alexander Campbell
mansion in Bethany and Brush Run. Our attendance runs between 70
and 100. If you can help us, please contact elder David Taylor, RD1,
Box 120A, Wheeling, WV 26003; or e-mail me at
bbonar@stratuswave.net.

Churches Needing Preachers

 *Tamaroa, IL — The 1st annual Midwest Men’s prayer clinic will be held at Friendship Church of Christ in Tamaroa, IL on October 22 and
23,. 2004. The speakers will be Phil Young, George Faull, Tom Reid and Dick Chambers. If anyone wants more information please call:  618-
357-8730 (home) 618-201-0187 (cell).

—submitted by Darrell McCombs

Prayer Clinic in Illinois

*Hillsboro, OH — The 2004 Hillsboro Family Camp will be
remembered as one of the greatest meetings in the history of Person
to Person Ministries. Brethren from across America converged on
Person to Person’s home base - Restoration Acres to share in this
event. Over 4,000 people attended, coming from Arizona to
Delaware and Vermont to Florida. Numerous public decisions were
made to accept Christ, and several others publicly declared they were
going to become preachers. Powerful Biblical preaching combined
with tremendous singing made for a spiritual feast. Graded programs
for the young people throughout the week offered encouragement
and challenge as well. Only eternity will reveal the true impact this
Family Camp has had on the kingdom of God. The 2005 Family
Camp will be held July 25-28.

Family Camp is just part of the growth Person to Person
Ministries has been experiencing. The annual Church Leaders
Seminar and the Men’s Clinic both saw increased attendance this
year. It was announced at Family Camp, that ministry director Kerry
Allen will be going to Australia in August, 2005, to begin an annual
mission working with Southern Cross Ministries. Kerry will teach in
Toowoomba Bible Institute, preach in various church congregations,
and help lay a foundation for the establishment of a Family Camp
there. The ministry is also seeking to expand by raising funds to
purchase equipment to produce teaching materials for individual and
small group studies.

It is an exciting time for Person to Person Ministries. We invite
you to join us as we will be sponsoring the following upcoming
events:

Study in Revelation led by Dr. Johnny Pressley, Sept. 30, Oct. 7,
14, and 28.

Fall Seminar – How to Understand the Bible - led by Kerry Allen,
Nov. 5-6.

Church Leaders Seminar – Living Better Lives, Growing Better
People – Jan. 6-7, 2005

For more information about Person to Person Ministries and the
programs we offer, contact us by e-mail at p2pmin@bright.net, or
visit our website at p2pm.org, or call us at 937.840.9071. The mailing
address for Person to Person is P.O. Box 39, Hillsboro, OH 45133.

Hillsboro Family Camp Continues to Grow

*Louisville, KY — In continuing to meet the educational needs of all Christians, Louisville Bible College is pleased to offer two modules
during the month of October, 2004.

October 8-9 - “Resources for Preaching,” PM 525 (1 – 2 credit hrs.) taught by Mr. Terry Jones, Minister of First Christian Church of
Elizabethtown, KY (1986 – Present). Terry received his M.Min., Kentucky Christian College; M.Div., Cincinnati Bible Seminary. He is
presently a Doctor of Ministry student in Expository Preaching at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, expecting to receive his degree in
December, 2004. While ministering to a congregation with an average attendance of 760, Terry is currently in a program wherein he desires to
preach through the Bible in five years. He and his wife, Alexis, have three grown children. This class is an examination of various tools and
resources available for sermon preparation, with special attention to securing illustrations.

October 22-23 – “Human Development & Counseling”, PS 502 (1-2 credit hrs.) taught by Dr. Dale Bertram, President of The Relationship
Center of Northern Kentucky, LLC, Florence, KY (2000 – Present). He has a B.A., M.A., Eastern New Mexico University; M.Ed., Albertson
College of Idaho; Ph.D., Nova University. Dale successfully operates a private practice in Marriage and Family Therapy in Florence, KY. Even
as he is continuing to teach for Louisville Bible College as Professor of Counseling and the University of Louisville as an Adjunct Professor, he
holds the position as Minister for the congregation of Lawrenceburg Church of Christ, KY. This class is a study of individual and family
development across the family life cycle with attention given to the implications for counseling at all stages of human growth. Students will be
introduced to developmental models that emphasize individual development and also will be introduced to the family life cycle models from the
marriage and family therapy field.

The modules meet: First Day: 1:00 – 4:30 PM (ET) and 6:15 – 9:45 PM. Second Day: 8:30 AM – 12:00 Noon and 1:00 – 4:30 PM
Cost is $45.00 per undergraduate credit hour or $60.00 per graduate credit hour. Call LBC at (502) 231-LBC1 for more information

Louisville Bible College - October Modules
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Events are added to this calendar as they are provided.
Please keep us informed.

Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events

East Coast Prayer Clinic ....... .................................................October 5-7
(Darlington, MD)

National Prayer Clinic ........ ................................................October 12-14
(Grundy, VA)

Restoration Forum .............................................................October 15-17
(Rochester Hills, MI)

Symposium 2004........... ..October 21-22
(Manor House, Mason, OH)

Midwest Prayer Clinic . ......................................................October 22, 23
(Tamaroa, IL)

Georgia Old Fashion Camp Meeting ..... .............................October 28-30
(Clarkesville, GA)

Person to Person Fall Seminar ...........................................November 5,6
(Hillsboro, OH)

Seminar...End Times--“I want to be left behind”..November 12
(CRA-Mason, OH)

America’s Christian Heritage Week ...............................November 21-27
(Churches Nationwide: www.achw.org)

Florida Bible Conference ............................................January 4-7, 2005
 (Lake Wales, FL)

Person to Person Church Leaders Seminar ................. ........January 6-7
 (Salt Fork Resort Center, Cambridge, OH)

Winter Workshop and Worship...............................................Feb. 14-17
(Pigeon Forge, TN)

GAPfest ................................................................................March 11,12
(Hilliard, OH)

SYMPOSIUM 2004

OCTOBER 21-22
MANOR HOUSE BANQUET AND

CONFERENCE  CENTER,  MASON, OH

REGISTRATION FEES:
$25.00 PER INDIVIDUAL

$30.00 PER COUPLE (ONE SET OF MANUSCRIPTS)
$12.00 FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

THURSDAY EVENING BANQUET: $16.00 PER PERSON

NAME_____________________________________

ATTENDING SPOUSE________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________

CITY_________________________________________

STATE_________________ ZIP_________________

PHONE ____________________________________

E-MAIL___________________________________

CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL TO:

CRA
7133 Central Parke Blvd

Mason, OH  45040
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